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CHANGE IN SUNDAY SERVICE LOCATION

On Sunday, August 16, UUFE will join First Congregational Church for their 11:00am
service at 26824 CR 4, Elkhart. This is Rev. Izzy’s church, and we joined them last
August for such a shared event. They have been with us quite a few times when Rev.
Izzy has spoken at UUFE, and we always enjoy that time together. This will also be
their potluck Sunday, so everyone bring a dish and let’s continue the fellowship!
Any questions, contact Geneele Crump: geneele@aol.com or 574-215-4600.

UUFE Ladies Euchre

The UUFE Ladies Euchre roster has an opening! We are looking for a full time player
to complete our 2026-27 schedule. Games are played on the second Thursday of
every month at someone's home at 1:30 in the afternoon. Would you be interested?

If so, or to find out more details, please contact Linda Becker as soon as possible via
call or text to 269-228-6236.

Focus Editor: Katrina Konopinski
Send information and suggestions for future issues to katskirx@gmail.com
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Gardens and Grounds Work Day on August 15

There will be a Gardens and Grounds Work Day from 8:00 a.m. to noon on Saturday,
August 15. Please come help as you are able at any time within that range. We have a
lot of outside work to do! If you're not able to help outside, providing snacks and
water would be much appreciated.

In case you hadn't noticed, our garden areas are growing enthusiastically and are in
need of some serious weeding. We also have overgrown areas on the west side of
our property along Canton Street, beyond the parking lot, and in the woods to the
north, along Woodlawn Avenue.

If you have any of the following tools, please bring them with you. (There are some
tools in our shed, but there may not be enough.)

Hedge and scissor clippers

Short- and long-handled pruners

A small hand saw might be needed for a low branch or two

Trowels and rakes for weeds

A "dandelion digger" might be helpful for weeds

W Bring gloves to wear ] Bring bug spray Q” Wear sunscreen
( «

New Directories are available

The 2026-2027 membership directories will be on Ivy Island Sunday 7/12, for pick-up.
Please get your directory from the box when at the Fellowship. This will save postage
to get your new directory to you.

A few new things for this year:

1) Thanks to sourcing another printer, our directories are cheaper AND in COLOR!

2) If you would like an electronic copy in PDF format (PDF only), please email me
(chuckwb9@gmail.com) and | will send you a copy. (NOTE: do not distribute outside
the Fellowship!)

3) And to get an electronic PDF copy every year INSTEAD of a printed copy, let me
know as well. We would love to save on printing costs (and potentially postage, too.)

Send changes or corrections to Chuck Bower (new Membership Chair) or one of our
other committee members: Linda Gill, Linda Becker, or Taylor Chadwick.
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August Services at UUFE

1st Sunday August 2, 10am with Stephanie Salisbury

We welcome Stephanie’s message this morning on “Healthy Boundaries — Setting,
Evaluating, Enforcing, and Modeling for the Next Generation”.

Worship associate is Pam Wycliff.

2nd Sunday August 9, 10am with Tom Rose

First time speaker at UUFE will be Tom Rose giving a message based on his book
Balloon In A Box. It’s about his life-long journey of love after the loss of his wife,
“Life Continues....Embrace The Change”.

Worship associate is Steve Cripe. Since we will be at UCC next Sunday, we will be
doing Joy and Sorrows today with Geneele.

3rd Sunday August 16, 11AM at UCC with Rev. lzzy Harbin

We will be joining the UCC Congregation this morning at 11:00 AM for worship
and potluck to follow. Geneele Crump is acting as a liaison for this service so
consult her with any questions.

4th Sunday August 23 with Rev. Dan Miyake

This service will include the blessing of the back packs. Also 4th Sunday Candle
Ritual. Since this is our first gathering in several weeks with vacations and the July
break, we will have a picnic potluck as a “welcome back” to Rev. Dan and everyone
else.

5th Sunday August 30 with Jess Kado
The theme this week is “Gratitude”.

Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In August the meditation group will meet in the central office area at 11:45 am on
the following Sundays: August 2, 9, and 30. On the third and forth Sundays, August
16 and 23, the group will take a break from our schedule to enjoy the potluck
lunches.

During these meditation group sessions, we discuss our meditation practices,
followed by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually last about an
hour. There is no charge for this program, all are welcome.
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UUFE Board of Trustees Report for July 2026
By Annette Long, UUFE Board President

The UUFE Board of Trustees’ first meeting of the 2026-2027 church year took place
on Tuesday, July 21, 2026. Here is a summary of the business discussed:

The board is receiving estimates to replace the roof on the parsonage and
garage. The existing roof is 39 years old with no leaks so far.

The board heard a report from the Social Justice Committee regarding ways that
UUFE can be involved in the community through voter registration efforts. The
board advised the committee that UUFE’s involvement in these activities must
be non-partisan and center on our UU values. The committee is hoping to have a
table promoting our commitment to social justice at an event at the Goshen
Theater in early October.

The board heard a report from the Building & Grounds committee about (1)
protecting the exterior stairwell on the south side of the Gathering Place, and (2)
improving the acoustics in the Gathering Place.

The board discussed the effort to implement Hospitality Teams to handle
ongoing regular Sunday morning tasks on a rotating basis. Recruiting for these
Hospitality Teams is ongoing, with openings available on each board member’s
team. The board is also creating a list of duties that Hospitality Teams should
complete, such as making coffee, setup and cleanup, and refreshments.

The board scheduled a Building and Grounds Work day from 8 a.m. to noon
Saturday, August 15.

The board is planning to have a Board and Committee Chair retreat in the fall.

Finance Committee

1.0ur income versus expense was positive for June (+2823). Our positive net

income for the fiscal year was $6,770.

2.All pledge summaries for the fiscal year have been sent to each donor.
3.The remaining money from the $10,000 donation from the Endowment

Committee earlier in the year has been moved from the Balance Sheet to Income
and Expense. We are thankful for the donations each year as a gesture from
Endowment of their continuing support to the operations budget.

4.My tenure as Treasurer has ended effective June 30, 2026. It has been 12 years,

but work will continue behind the scenes to introduce Chuck Bower to the job...
he will be very good at it! This report is written as a final wrap up for the fiscal
year.

Ken Clayborn ..Outgoing Treasurer
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Join the UU Women’s Connection Summer Retreat in nearby Watervliet

The UU Women’s Connection 2026 Summer Retreat is scheduled for August 14-16 at
the Ronora Lodge and Retreat Center in Watervliet, Michigan.

Enjoy nourishing workshops, wildflower walks and worship circles during this
weekend’s “back to the land” experience on this 400-plus acre retreat center. The
registration deadline is August 10; go to uuwomensconnection.org to explore the
various registration, lodging and dining options.

UU Women’s Connection also hosts fall, winter and spring retreats in the Midwest.
Upcoming dates and locations are:
e Fall Retreat, October 16-18, Cedar Valley, West Bend, Wisconsin
e Winter Retreat, January 29-31, 2027, Toddhall Retreat Center, Columbia, Illinois
(near St. Louis)
e Spring Retreat, May 2027, Pilgrim Park Camp and Conference Center, Princeton,

Illinois
blnii il
: Summary of Rev. Dan's schedule :

Rev. Dan is available for calls and virtual meetings throughout August. Days off are
Wednesday and Saturday.

August 17-23: Available onsite at UUFE

August 23 : Sunday service at UUFE

Rev. Dan’s email address for UUFE is RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com.
Email is the preferable way to reach him. In emergencies, his phone is 937-397-7603.
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Science and Society °
from Ken Clayborn

On the second and fourth Tuesday of each month a small group of curious folks
gather at UUFE at 2:00 pm to watch interesting videos on a variety of subjects. No
charge and all are welcome to join us.

On August 11 we will watch the NOVA Program titled “Good Anxiety, Exercise
and the connection to the Brain” with Wendy Suzuki. This presentation is slightly
longer than our usual programs. It is around 1 hour and 15 minutes. Doctor
Suzuki is a professor of Neural Science at the New York University College of
Arts and Science.

On August 25 we will view the NOVA program called Decoding DaVinci which
explores the science behind DaVinci’s masterpieces and Mona Lisa’s iconic
smile.
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The UUFE Feasters meet once a month on the fourth Wednesday of the month at
11:30 AM at different restaurants. This is a social event open for members and
friends .

August 26 - Wasabi Japanese Steak and Sushi, 206 Johnson St, Goshen

Please let Linda Gill know if you want to join the group before Monday, two days
prior to the event so reservations can be made. This is a fun time to talk to or get to
know someone new. We look forward to seeing you soon.

Linda Gill, Lkgb573@gmail.com or call 574-286-3091.
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August 2026

Birthdays in italics, *denotes event held off-site

sun mon tue wed thu fri sat
1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Oliver Wetson 6pm ‘ 6pm Yoga
10am Service Membership
Refreshments
11:45am
Meditation
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
10am Service Pam 2pm Sue 6pm Yoga 8am-Noon
Refreshmants Wycliff Science & McDonald Garden &
11:45am Society Grounds
Meditation 6pm Work Day

Worship
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Michael Whitmer 6:30p 11:20am 6pm Yoga Ed Wade
11am at UCC Board RE
Service Committee
followed by
Potluck*
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
10am Service Maddox Jimmy Misty 6pm Yoga Karen Kehr
Picnic Whitmer Clifton Weston

6pm SJ* FOCUS Bill

Potluck DEADLINE Schmidt

2pm 11:30am

Science & Feasters*

Society
30 31

Chuck Bower
10am Service
Refreshments
11:45am
Meditation
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