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July Services at UUFE

Note that this is a month OFF for Tech, Worship, and RE.
Services will be intergenerational, minimalist (with amplification but not sound
support), and using non-traditional formats.

1st Sunday, July 5

“If you’ve met one person with Autism, you’ve met one person with Autism.”
Courtney Whitmer will be discussing the spectrum of Autism, focusing on Profound
Autism. What does it mean, what can it look like, how it can impact families, and how can
you be supportive, accommodating, accepting and understanding.

This will take place in the gathering place and will include an opening poem, candle
lighting and hymn, proceed to an informative message, a moment of reflection with
music, followed by candle extinguishing and a Q&A with refreshments.

Please join me (Courtney Whitmer) so you can learn a little more about Autism families!

2nd Sunday, July 12 with worship leader Jessica Kado, Open Mic Sunday Service
Join us for a creative, community-centered Sunday service celebrating the many voices
and talents within our congregation. This open mic-style service invites participants to
share a short offering, such as a song, poem, stand-up piece, personal reading, story,
monologue, or other meaningful creative expression.

Performances should not exceed five minutes. Please note that no additional tech
support or equipment will be available, so participants should plan pieces that can be
performed simply and independently.

Anyone interested in participating should email jessica@flowfeelfilms.com to let Jessica
know they would like a performance slot.

Pieces may be reflective, funny, heartfelt, spiritual, original, or simply something you
feel called to share. This service is meant to be welcoming, supportive, and low-pressure
— a chance to come together through art, words, music, humor, and connection.

3rd Sunday, July 19 with worship leader Chuck Bower, "Your Spiritual Identity"

We will explore and share aspects of our spiritual identity with a small group at our table
in the Gathering Place. This will be a coffeehouse service with snacks. Don't snack too
much, let's have potluck afterwards! You might be Agnostic, Buddhist, or Pagan, but
what does that really mean? Let's respectfully share and educate each other. Think
small group discussion service with music!

4th Sunday, July 26 with worship leader Ken Clayborn, “The Pale Blue Dot”
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Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In July the meditation group will meet in the central office area at 11:45 am on the
following Sundays: July 5th, July 12th and July 26th . On the third Sunday, July 19th, the
group will take a break from our schedule to enjoy lunch together with other members
of the congregation. Since July is a month of abbreviated services the potluck we
normally enjoy on the third Sunday may not be a full blown “carry in” so stay up to date
with the weekly emails from Ron Gill on Monday mornings.

During these meditation group sessions, we discuss our meditation practices, followed
by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually last about an hour. There is no
charge for this program, all are welcome.

*NEW** Hospitality Teams and YOU

The Board decided at our June meeting to launch "Hospitality Teams" to resolve our
perpetual clipboard vacancy issues. What does this mean to YOU? We are committed to
ensuring that the other aspects of a Sunday service are reliably smooth and equitably
shared amongst our Fellowship. We will have seven (7) different teams!

These small weekly teams will handle:

- Setting up coffee hour (coffee/tea prep)

- Providing refreshments on non-potluck days

- Cleaning up, including trash and recycling

- Taking down tables and chairs after coffee hour or potlucks
- Managing potluck necessities like water, salt, and pepper

- Flowers

A Board member will recruit and lead each team of four, with the exception of Oxana
Werbiansky, who is leading the potluck team and will likely recruit 4-5 members.

You only need to be part of 1 team! And there will be many! Please join when asked. And
if you're NOT asked, and want to join a team, let me know and I'll get you to a Board
member. Or, contact one of them directly: Annette Long, John Dolezal, Renee Ruocco,
Ray Enfield, Oxana Werbiansky, Laura Snow, and myself (Chuck Bower).

PS. You could pinch-hit from time to time on a team as well!

Chuck Bower
574-361-6166
chuckwb9@gmail.com
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*NEW** Come camp out with Pagans!
Hobart's CUUPs group has invited our own CUUPs group and UUFE to join them July
17 - 19th camping out at Indiana Dunes State Park. This is a family affair! Camping is
tent only in a primitive youth camp site surrounded by the woods. Registration
deadlines are approaching fast! Don't want to camp? That is okay! Join us on
Saturday for a day at the beach or to hike the trails. Stay for the Stone Soup dinner!
While we don't dance naked around the fire (park rules and such), there is drumming
and dancing, S’mores making, and wonderful community! Contact Laura Snow for
more details.

Board of Trustees
from Chuck Bower, President

These are the meaningful items for vote and discussion at the June Board meeting:

e We welcomed new Board members Renee Ruocco and Laura Snow to attend for
informational and transition purposes as they start their new terms on July 1st.

e We thanked Ken Clayborn and Taylor Chadwick, outgoing Board members!

e Forsafety and security reasons, the Trans 101 community outreach program will not
be held in the fall, but we are recommending instead a timely "Voting Your Values"
substitute program.

e The Board reviewed the results of the Shared Ministry "cottage discussions" about
the health and vitality of our ministry and programs.

e The Board elected to launch Hospitality Teams. These will be led by a Board member
to handle responsibility for most of the Sunday service clipboard duties. These
include: coffee/tea prep; refreshments; clean-up; flowers; etc.

(Note to Fellowship members and friends... expect to be contacted in the coming weeks
and asked to participate on a Hospitality Team!)

Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

1.Well, I will be moving off the Board beginning July 1 st but will probably write next
month’s Focus Report since technically, the report will be on the June statistics and
June is the last month in the fiscal year.

2.0ur income versus expense was positive for May (1808) thanks to our successful
auction. The ending checking account balance for May was $13,018. The savings
balance was $29,898. We show a positive balance of $3,947 for the year to date.

3.Next year’s budget was approved at the Annual meeting on May 17, 2026. With a goal
of $90,000 we recorded pledges of $93,385. The total budget for next year is
$127,900.
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Living our promise to each other: UUFE’s Covenant of Right Relations

By Terry Mark, chair, UUFE Committee on Shared Ministry

A little more than a year ago, at the 2025 UUFE Annual Congregational Meeting, we
approved the congregation’s first Covenant of Right Relations.

This was an historic step for UUFE, and a significant expression of our shared values. In
adopting this Covenant of Right Relations, we promised to each other that we would
engage with each other in a respectful manner, mindful of each other’s feelings and
setting standards for our behavior.

In the year since, we have continued to live that promise with each other. There have
been two worship services that were largely focused on understanding this Covenant of
Right Relations.

Our Committee on Shared Ministry understands that living this covenant is an ongoing
process and an important spiritual practice. In Unitarian Universalism’s living tradition,
we are never finished learning. As we continue to welcome new members and visitors,
it’s important that this Covenant be made real in our common spaces.

That is why you will see new posters that succinctly describe our promise to each other
and how we will treat each other in our shared ministry. We are also planning on
providing the same information in a compact format that you can take home.

If you ever have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to contact me or any
of the other members of the Committee on Shared Ministry: Dwight Fish, Katrina
Konopinski, and the Rev. Dan Miyake.

Catch up on what happened at General Assembly 2026

The recently completed General Assembly was once again a welcome time for Unitarian
Universalists to unite around our shared values, reflect in worship together, and commit
ourselves to the vital work of centering love for all, defending the vulnerable, and
championing democracy.

The in-person gathering was capped off by an uplifting Sunday worship service. You can
watch the Rev. Jen Youngsun Ryu and the beautiful musical offerings on the Unitarian
Universalist Association’s YouTube channel.

The annual business sessions were conducted virtually over five general sessions. Those
can also be viewed on the UUA’s YouTube page, youtube.com/@theUUA/featured.

The UU World magazine, uuworld.org, also has comprehensive coverage of GA’s
significant developments.
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Science and Society
from Ken Clayborn

On the second and fourth Tuesday of each month a small group of curious folks
gather at UUFE at 2:00 pm to watch interesting videos on a variety of subjects.

On July 14th at 2:00 pm in the Gathering Place to watch a video from a PBS
Michiana Special entitled “Our Town Elkhart Indiana”,

On July 28th we will meet at 2:00 pm to view the NOVA episode entitled
“Secrets in Your Data”. Finding out who is using our data and what we can do
about it.

UUFE Feasters
The UUFE Feasters meet once a month on the fourth Wednesday of the month at
11:30 AM at different restaurants. This is a social event open for members and
friends of UUFE.

July 22 - Cappy’s North Side Bar and Grill, 1000 N Michigan St, Elkhart
August 26 - Wasabi Japanese Steak and Sushi, 206 Johnson St, Goshen

Please let Linda Gill know if you want to join the group before Monday, two days
prior to the event so reservations can be made. This is a fun time to talk to or get to
know someone new. We look forward to seeing you soon.

Linda Gill, Lkgb573@gmail.com or call 574-286-3091.

Summary of Rev. Dan's schedule

Note: Rev. Dan will be on vacation in July. He will not be available for meetings,
phone calls, emails, or other communications except in an emergency during this
time.

Rev. Dan is available for calls and virtual meetings throughout August. Days off are
Wednesday and Saturday.

August 17-23: Available onsite at UUFE

August 23 : Sunday service at UUFE

Rev. Dan’s email address for UUFE is RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com.
Email is the preferable way to reach him. In emergencies, his phone is 937-397-7603.
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July 2026

Birthdays in italics, *denotes event held off-site

sun mon tue wed thu fri sat
1 2 3 4
Submit a picture of your group to be fﬂpm ereh 6pm Yoga
featured in the next Focus Smbershe
katskirx@gmail.com
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10am Service Alexander
Refreshments Reed
11:45am River
Meditation Whitmer
6pm Yoga
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10am Service Karen Sam 6pm Yoga Indiana
11:45am Hackel LeBraun Dunes
Meditation 2pm Family
Science & Camping
Society Weekend
6pm hosted by
Worship CUUPs
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10am Service 6pm SJ* Laurie 11:30am 6pm Yoga 3pm Bocce
Potluck FOCUS Tweddale Feasters* 630pm* (Ticketed
11:20am RE INFO DUE 6:30p Practice Auction
Committee Board Matters Event)*
26 27 28 29 30 31
Elizabeth Norman 2pm Judith Karen
Blackwell Anderson Science & Wise Cripe
10am Service 6pm SJ* Society
11:45am
Meditation

Rev. Dan’s Vacation
Rev. Dan will be on vacation during the month of July. He will return to the office on August 1. He will
respond to email and other messages upon his return. In the event of an emergency (death, serious
illness, mental health crisis, or other emergency issue), please note it in the subject line of emails or at
the beginning of voicemails, and Rev. Dan will respond accordingly.
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