
New Adult RE Offering

Rev. Dan will be offering a three month Adult RE class beginning in late March using
a new curriculum offering from the folks at Soul Matters called Practice Matters.
This curriculum is designed to support spiritual practice curiosity by learning and
doing. In other words, Practice Matters doesn’t just explain the featured spiritual
practices; it helps people experience them and the deeper invitations to which they
point.

Each session provides background about a particular spiritual practice, teases out
how the practice speaks to universal hungers, and offers options about how
participants can engage the practice in their own life, with care given to avoid
cultural misappropriation. Participants then pick one of the options provided and do
it prior to their group meeting. Sessions also contain reflection questions for
participants to debrief their experience personally and with their groups.

The three monthly practices we will explore are:
March - Labyrinth Work
April - Loving Kindness practice
May - Offering Gratitude

Classes will be held on Zoom so that both congregations can participate. Our first
monthly session will be Thursday, March 26 at 6:30. Please contact Rev. Dan by
March 10 if you would like to participate.
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Message from the Minister
from Reverend Dan Miyake

March – The Month of Paying Attention

Each month our theme gives us a lens through which to look at our shared life. March
offers a deceptively simple one: Paying Attention. We often imagine community is
shaped mostly by decisions, programs, or leadership, but just as often it is shaped
by perception. The same moment can feel welcoming or frustrating, hopeful or
discouraging, depending on what we notice. In fact, much of our experience of
belonging begins not with what happens, but with where our awareness settles.

Two people can walk into the same gathering and leave having experienced two
entirely different events.

One notices the warm greeting at the door, the person quietly making the coffee, the
choir practicing, the Board member staying late after a meeting, the newcomer
sitting alone and trying to decide whether this place is safe. 

The other notices the microphone squeal, the awkward pause, the typo in the order
of service, the decision they wouldn’t have made, the thing they wish were different.

Both people are telling the truth.

But they are not living in the same congregation.

Because communities are not built only by decisions or leadership or plans. They are
built by attention. What we consistently notice becomes the emotional climate we
all inhabit together.

There’s an old story about two wolves battling within us — one generous, patient,
and hopeful; the other resentful and suspicious. When asked which one wins, the
answer is simple: the one we feed. In other words, what we pay attention to the most
becomes our reality.

In our congregational life, if we pay attention to appreciation, then energy grows. If
distance, apathy, and non-involvement circulates, people become spectators. If
negative commentary circulates, we slowly become critics of a place we actually
care about.
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Message from the Minister (continued)

Most congregations do not struggle because people don’t love them. They struggle
because people begin to experience them as something they observe rather than
something they help create. The shift is subtle. We attend instead of participate. We
evaluate instead of engage. And over time the work of the community quietly
concentrates into fewer and fewer hands. Yet the opposite is also true. The moment
people begin noticing needs, they begin meeting them. The moment people notice
effort, encouragement multiplies it. Participation rarely begins with a sign-up sheet.
It begins with attention.

The same is true for concerns. Every healthy community needs honest feedback. But
the direction that feedback travels matters. When concerns move toward the people
who can respond, relationships strengthen and trust grows. When concerns move
sideways through the community, they create frustration without resolution and
distance without understanding. One path builds community. The other builds
uncertainty.

Paying attention, then, is not simply about mindfulness. It is about authorship. It is
how we decide whether this congregation is something that happens around us or
something we are actively shaping together.

So for this month, I want to offer a small shared practice.
Each week in March:

Notice one thing that helps this community exist — and thank the person
connected to it.
Notice one place where your presence could make something lighter — and offer
it.
Notice one concern — and bring it directly, kindly, to the person who can actually
hear it and do something about it. Complaining to your friend doesn’t solve
anything, and only feeds the Bad Wolf.

Small acts of positive attention accumulate. They feed the Good Wolf. They change
how a place feels. They remind us that a congregation is not a performance we
attend but a relationship we practice and engage with. Relationships grow in the
direction of the attention we give them. 

So, how will you choose to feed the Good Wolf this month?
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1st Sunday March 1 with Kirsten (Kiki) Klassen
We welcome Kiki back to the pulpit for a second time to share with us, “The Stories
We Tell: What They Tell Us About Who We Are”. (When a story is being told, there’s a
storyteller and at least one listener. When a storyteller starts listening to the stories
she’s telling, she can learn a lot about herself. The details of our stories (what we
include and leave out) and the stories we tell over and over can help us understand
who we are and what we value. Geneele Crump is the Worship Associate. We also
welcome Marva Netherland on the piano.

2nd Sunday March 8 with Rev. Dan Miyake
This Sunday begins our annual Stewardship Pledge Drive. This topic, even though
few people like to talk about money, is a critically important aspect of our church’s
health and vitality and viability for the future. Rev. Dan will share his thoughts about
our Stewardship theme of “Paying It Forward”. Shari Mellin is the Worship Associate.

3rd Sunday March 15 with Pastor Mariah Martin
Welcome back to Mariah for her thoughts and message with a Lenten emphasis.
Mariah's title will be, "In Memory of Her". (Based on Matt:26:6-13 where the woman
anoints Jesus's feet with expensive perfume.) We will be observing Joys and Sorrows
today. Steve Cripe is the Worship Associate.

4th Sunday March 22 with Rev. Dan Miyake on “Seeing What’s Been Invisible”
Most of what shapes our lives hides in plain sight. Habits, expectations, unspoken
roles, even people can disappear into familiarity. This service invites us to look again
– not harder, but differently – and discover what becomes possible when the unseen
finally comes into view.  We will be observing the 4th Sunday candle. Pam Wycliff is
the Worship Associate.

5th Sunday March 29 with April Lidinsky
We welcome April back to our pulpit this morning. Her topic of “The Ministry of
the Mundane” will be centered around the March theme of Paying Attention.
Steve Cripe is the Worship Associate.

***
Please stay for refreshments and discussion after the service around the coffee
tables in the Gathering Space. 3rd Sundays all are invited to stay and share in the
monthly potluck meal.

Services at UUFE
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Sunday Services Available on YouTube
Recordings of Sunday service videos are now uploaded to youtube at our channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1iE3eOKFfYQRYRBrdScsQQ
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Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In March, the meditation group will meet in the central office area at 11:45 am on the
following Sundays: March 1, 8, 22, and 29. On the third Sunday, March 15 the
fellowship has a potluck lunch after the service so the meditation group will take a
break from our schedule to enjoy that lunch together. 

During these meditation group sessions, we discuss our meditation practices
followed by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually last about an hour.
There is no charge for this program, all are welcome.

Sunday Morning Announcements
General announcements to the congregation should be submitted to Steve Cripe
by Thursday or Friday before the Sunday it is to be shared. Exceptions will be
made for emergencies and last minute critical items. Steve will get the
information to the worship associate.
Steve Cripe - Co-Chair Worship Committee, stevecripe63@outlook.com 

Ooey-Gooey Auction

The Ooey Gooey Auction is back this year on Saturday, May 16. 
Doors will open at 4 pm and the live auction will begin at 5:00 pm. 
As in past years, refreshments and snacks will be available for purchase. 

Individuals who wish to provide an item or event for auction
will be asked to bring those items or a written description of
their event to UUFE several days ahead of the auction so that
we can make up a catalogue far enough ahead so that bidders
may identify items they would like to bid for. That date will be
announced through emails and the Fellowship  Focus. The
link to the donation form is below (clickable when viewing
online)  https://forms.gle/QNVxV3qP9V6F5z2T8  
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Let’s Talk About Our Shared Ministry

The Committee on Shared Ministry invites all members of the congregation to join us
in the important process of self-reflection. The evaluation of UUFE’s ministry, both
by professional staff and by lay members, is an important growth and learning tool.

Three sessions, open to all, are scheduled for April. The schedule is:
11 a.m. Tuesday, April 21.
6:30 p.m. Wednesday, April 22.
11:30 a.m. Sunday, April 26.

We’ll share our thoughts on various aspects of UUFE’s ministry (social justice,
religious education, social activities, worship, pastoral care, among other topics).
Specifically, we encourage reflections of what has gone well and what can be
improved upon (and how).

There will also be a chance to look back on how our new Covenant on Right Relations
has helped us deal with problem areas in our fellowship.

Your answers will help us as lay leaders learn and envision our programs and
activities for the next year and beyond.

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact any member of the Committee
on Shared Ministry -- Dwight Fish, Katrina Konopinski, Terry Mark, and Rev. Dan
Miyake.

Summary of Rev. Dan's schedule

Days off are Wednesday and Saturday

March: Available for calls, virtual meetings throughout month 
NOTE: exception are his Study Days March 9 - 15 
March 8: Sunday service at UUFE 
March 16-22: Available at UUFE 
March 22: Sunday service at UUFE 

Study Leave
Rev. Dan will be on Study Leave March 9 through March 15. He will not be available
for meetings, phone calls, emails, or other communications except in an emergency.
He will return to the office on Monday, March 16.

Rev. Dan’s email address for UUFE is RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com. 
Email is the preferable way to reach him. In emergencies, his phone is 937-397-7603.

mailto:RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com
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Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

Income versus expense was negative for January ($-6920). Our ending checking
account balance for January 31 was $12,313.24. Our saving account balance for
January 31 was $38056.64. We are still in positive territory for the “year to date”
through seven months (July-January) $12,180. The remaining months of the
fiscal year may be more negative that the first half of the year since the bulk of
our pledges were paid in the first six months.
President-Elect Annette Long called a COW meeting on February 22 and asked
that the committee chairs have their budgets in to the treasurer by March 14 so
that we can begin the budget process for 2026-2027. We will use the “surviving
and thriving” method for estimating the budgets as we have done in the past.
This is a bare bones budget versus a budget which would give the committees a
little more room for special projects etc.

Board of Trustees
from Chuck Bower, President

February Board Meeting Update:
Ken Clayborn, Treasurer, provided a financial update that we have enjoyed a
surplus for the year to date, but since most pledges have been received, we will
run in the negative for most remaining months of the church year.
The next Ooey Gooey auction will be held on Saturday, May 16, the day before
our Annual Meeting.
Among committee updates, Membership is working on "New UU" path to
membership classes, date TBD. Also, John Dolezal and Social Justice is preparing
for our next outreach event, about governmental functioning, on March 12.  
Planning is continuing for the Hope Wall project, led by Rev. Dan, Annette Long,
and John Dolezal.
Lt. Wayne Bias, an Elkhart Police community officer, may hold an informal Q&A
with us during coffee hour on March 22, or April 26. More details to follow in our
weekly email.
Rev. Dan has asked the Board to consider a future Ministerial Intern. The Board
expressed openness to this, assuming there would be financial support from the
UUA. The time frame is not known at this point.
Annette Long and Rev. Dan collaborated on a new Mission Statement, and the
Board heard their update. Annette will do a Morning Musing during a future
service to provide the new statement to the Fellowship. We will be considering
this during our Annual Meeting on May 17.



Science and Society
from Ken Clayborn

All are welcome to participate in this adult group to view an educational Media presentation
followed by discussion in the Gathering Place.

The Long Strange Trip
This set of six DVDs details the history of Unitarian and Universalist thought from the
beginning of the Christian era to what we know today as Unitarian-Universalism. Each video
is approximately one hour in length and is close-captioned. In March we will continue to
enjoy this “The Long Strange Trip” with parts five and six in the series.

Part 5 “Evolution (1861 - 1961)” will be presented on Tuesday March 10 at 2PM
This film follows both Unitarianism and Universalism through the late 19th and early 20th
centuries as they evolve from Christian bible-oriented religions to our present-day non-
creedal movement. It discusses influences as diverse as Darwin’s On the Origin of Species,
the Civil War, Feminism and Suffrage, and the Social Gospel. It chronicles the roles of such
actors as Mary Livermore, Julia Ward Howe, Henry Whitney Bellows, Antoinette Brown,
Olympia Brown, Celia Burleigh, Jenkin Lloyd Jones, Mary White Ovington, John Haynes
Holmes and Clarence Skinner.

Part 6 “Unitarian-Universalism” will be presented on Tuesday March 24 at 2PM
This film tells the story of the century-long “dance” between Unitarianism and Universalism.
It details how they each sought out other partners and finalized the merger. It discusses how
Humanism helped bring the two movements closer together, and the role that Liberal
Religious Education played in laying the groundwork for the merger. The film then follows
Unitarian Universalism through the first 50 years of its existence and ends with some
personal comments on what its future might hold.
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UUFE Feasters
UU Feasters is a social outing for those interested in sharing a monthly luncheon
together. We meet on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 11:30 AM at various
area restaurants. Please consider coming and having a wonderful social time with
others from our Fellowship. Let Linda Gill know that you can come by the Monday
prior to the luncheon so that she can reserve adequate space for us. Contact her at
574-286-3091 or lg5573@aol.com. 

March 25 - Maple Indian Cuisine, 127 S Main Street, Goshen 
April 22 - La Esperanza, 601 E Jackson Blvd, Elkhart 
May 27 -  The Tipsy Biscuit, 103 N 5th Street, Goshen 

YOGA at UUFE
We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher.  She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.

mailto:lg5573@aol.com


March 2026
Birthdays in italics, *denotes event held off-site

sun mon tue wed thu fri sat

1
10am Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

2
Judy
Darnel
Kathy
Lantz

3 4
3pm
Membership

5
6pm Yoga

6 7
Susie
Holzshuh

8
10am Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

9
Donna
Clifton

10
2pm
Science &
Society
6pm
Worship

11 12
630-830pm
Community
Discussion

13 14
2026-27
Budget
Requests
Due
(Committee
Chairs)

15
10am Service
Potluck

16
Ray
Enfield

17
6:30pm
Board

18 19
Darlene
Eddy
Jacquie
Friend
6pm Yoga
630p Soul
Matters 1

20
Noon Soul
Matters 2

21
Renee
Ruocco
4pm
CUUPs
Ostara

22
Annette Long
Karen Fisette
Lucas Whitmer
10am Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

23
6pm SJ*
FOCUS
INFO DUE

24
2pm
Science &
Society

25
Pat
Weigold
11:30am
Feasters*

26
6pm Yoga
630pm*
Practice
Matters

27 28

29
10am Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

30
Georgiann
James

31



UUFE
1732 Garden St
Elkhart, IN 46514

The public is invited to this free program dedicated to learning about how our
government in the U.S. functions, why dysfunction exists, and what citizens can do to
make a meaningful impact.
Our speakers will be Mike Puro, former mayor of Goshen, and Dwight Fish, member
of the Elkhart City Council.


