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Thanks to TJ Shaum,
Karen Kehr, Jolene
Bartlett, Robin Clark,
Ken Clayborn and
Chuck Bower for
decorating the church
for the holidays!

Our decorating dream
team got the job done
before Thanksgiving!
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Services at UUFE

1st Sunday, December 7, 10am - Christmas Pageant
Be sure to come and celebrate with us and a cast of thousands our annual
Christmas Pageant. Pam Wycliff is the Worship Associate.

2nd Sunday, December 14, 10am with Rev. Dan Miyake

We will be focusing on the Jewish observation of “Hanukkah” today. Our beloved
Marva Netherland will be on the piano and Steve Cripe will be the Worship
Associate.

CUUPS Yule ritual Saturday, December 20,5 PM

The seasons turn once more as we welcome in the quiet of winter. Bring a dish to
share afterwards as we celebrate the longest night of the year. Contact Laura Snow
for more information. Facebook page is Heart of the Cirlce Pagans.

3rd Sunday, December 21, 10am with Rev. Mariah Martin

Come and learn of Mariah’s perspective of the season with “Stargazer” as the
theme of her message. Geneele Crump will be the Worship Associate. We will
be observing Joys and Sorrows today as well as our potluck lunch following the
service.

CHRISTMAS EVE Wednesday, December 24, 6 PM with Rev. Dan Miyake
Join us for this Holiday tradition with Shari Mellin as the Worship Associate.

4th Sunday, December 28, 10am with Angi Anders

One of our own, Angi Anders, has spoken to us before and we look forward to

her message on “Offering a Good Goodbye” as we wind down 2025. A Good Goodbye
acknowledges the grief that something has or is going to change. It allows us to face
the future through our fear with hope and gratitude. It is a message that shines light
as we face 2026 and life beyond! Shari Mellin will be the Worship Associate. We will
also be observing the 4th Sunday Candle ritual.

*k*

Please stay for refreshments and discussion after the service around the coffee
tables in the Gathering Space. 3rd Sundays all are invited to stay and share in the
monthly potluck meal.

Sunday Services Available on YouTube
Recordings of Sunday service videos are now uploaded to youtube at our channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1liE3eOKFfYQRYRBrdScsQQ
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Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In December, the meditation group will meet in the central office area at 11:45 am on
the following Sundays: December 7, 14, and 28. On the third Sunday, December 21
the fellowship has a potluck lunch after the service so the meditation group will take
a break from our schedule to enjoy that lunch together.

During these meditation group sessions, we discuss our meditation practices
followed by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually last about an hour.
There is no charge for this program, all are welcome.

Sunday Morning Announcements
General announcements to the congregation should be submitted to Steve Cripe by
Thursday or Friday before the Sunday it is to be shared. Exceptions will be made for
emergencies and last minute critical items. Steve will get the information to the
worship associate.
Steve Cripe - Tri-Chair Worship Committee, stevecripe63@outlook.com

YOGA at UUFE
We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher. She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.

UUFE Feasters

UU Feasters is a social outing for those interested in sharing a monthly luncheon
together. We usually meet on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 11:30 AM at
various area restaurants. Please consider coming and having a wonderful social time
with others from our Fellowship. Let Linda Gill know that you can come by the
Monday prior to the luncheon so that she can reserve adequate space for us.
Contact her at 574-286-3091 or |gh573@aol.com.

NOTE: December Feasters will meet one week early to avoid conflict with Christmas.
| know we are coming into the busy holiday season but hope you will take time to join
us. Happy Holidays to everyone!

e December 17 - Rico’s at the Bulldog, 3763 E Jackson, Elkhart
e January 28 - Michael’s Italian Restaurant, 528 Harrison St, Elkhart
e February 25 - Bangkok Place, 705 Co Rd 6, Elkhart
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Science and Society
from Ken Clayborn

All are welcome to participate in this adult group to view an educational Media
presentation followed by discussion in the Gathering Place.

The Long Strange Trip
This set of six DVDs details the history of Unitarian and Universalist thought from
the beginning of the Christian era to what we know today as Unitarian Universalism.
Each film is approximately one hour in length and is Close-captioned. Normally we
present the programs on the second and fourth Tuesdays each month but since the
fourth Tuesday in December is only two days before Christmas we are proposing
to present the programs on the second and third Tuesdays as described below
for this month only.

Part 1 will be presented Tuesday December 9 at 2PM in the Gathering Place

In the Beginning ... (O CE - 1553 CE)

This video examines the early roots of liberal religious thought. It chronicles the
isolated declarations of Universal Salvation in the early years of the Christian era. It
traces the early anti-trinitarians such as the monk Arius and his role in the Council of
Nicaea. It discusses pre-Reformation heretics such as Katherine Vogel, John
Wycliffe, and Jan Hus. It concludes with the life and work of Michael Servetus. It
makes the case that there were two Reformations going on in the 16th century - a
theologically conservative one catalyzed by Martin Luther and a liberal one based
largely on the works of Michael Servetus.

Part 2 will be presented Tuesday December 16 at 2 PM in the Gathering Place

The Birth of Unitarianism (1553 - 1794)

This film chronicles those who carried on Servetus’ message after his martyrdom,
primarily Faustus Socinus and Georgio Biandrata, and how they carried his message
forward to religious liberals in Poland and Transylvania. It discusses how the
thoughts of Servetus, Socinus, Biandrata, and others came together in the mind of
David Ferenc in Transylvania and led to the formation of the first coherent Unitarian
theology. It tracks that theology through the rise of liberal religion in Poland and
how the Catholic Counter-Reformation of the 17th century drove the Unitarians out
of Poland and west across Europe towards the Netherlands and England. It
documents the influence of Servetus, Socinus, David Ferenc, and various Polish
Unitarians on the early English religious liberals such as John Biddle and Thomas
Emlyn, and the work of Theophilus Lindsey and Joseph Priestley in forming an
organized English Unitarianism. It discusses the split between the Arian and Socinian
Unitarians in England. It mentions the early feminist work of the Unitarian Mary
Wollstonecraft. It concludes with the emigration of Joseph Priestley from England to
America in 1794. 4/8



UUFE Care Team
The UUFE Community is served by our Care Team with supportive counseling and
other services. Current members are:
Pam Wycliff (coordinator), rn_pamela@yahoo.com
Mary Adams, createnjoy@yahoo.com Jim Todd, JWTLEY2000@yahoo.com

Mary Perron, maryperron@yahoo.com Oxana Werrbiansky, odubsky@comcast.net
Peg Cook macpegcook@msn.com Angi Anders (angirocksun@yahoo.com)

Safety Notice for Inclement Weather

If Mother Nature has different plans for us, and WE HAVE TO CLOSE, we will notify in
3 ways. First, we will ask Ron to send an email blast as soon as possible. ALSO, we will
have Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart listed on WNDU.com and WNDU tv
as a closing - OR - that we will have online services via ZOOM only. We will also post
as quickly as possible in our Facebook UUFE Peeps group and on our public page.

Keep in mind, IF we have Zoom only services, you can ALWAYS find the Zoom link on
our homepage at uufe.org. The orange button labeled "Join us virtually on Sunday @
10" at the top of the page is our Sunday service Zoom link.

We will try to make the decisions for Services late on Saturday night - OR - as early as
possible Sunday morning, keeping safety in mind.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

Merry Melody Mitten Drive

Too many people suffer through the stinging cold of winter here in Northern
Indiana/Southern Michigan without proper attire, and they need our help. On Dec. 6,
12pm-1pm, come hear The Ripple Effect at Indiana Rug Company (InRugCo) as we
sing Christmas songs and collect your donations of new and gently used mittens,
gloves, scarves, coats, hats and other winter apparel for those in need. You are
welcome to give your donations to any Ripple member before Dec. 6. If you'd rather
we did the shopping for you, we also accept monetary donations as well! Be sure to
check out the marvelous selection of gifts (and mittens!) at InRugCo, which is
located at 220 E. Mishawaka Ave, Mishawaka, IN.
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Board of Trustees
from Chuck Bower, President

The following items were discussed and/or acted upon during our November Board
meeting:

e Discussion of how we as Board members or congregants would describe our
Fellowship, and/or how we believe our Fellowship would be described, and then
comparing it to our Mission Statement.

e Rev. Dan highlighted a number of his initiatives including the Trans Day of
Remembrance service, and small groups using Soul Matters or UU History
material.

e The Board approved John Dolezal to be our representative on the Nominating
Committee.

e We discussed potential members to chair the Stewardship Committee for the
coming year.

e Other committee updates were discussed.

e The Financial Assistance Task Force update was provided by John Dolezal and he
will work with Ken Clayborn to write into a policy format for future Board
approval.

e The Board discussed options for better internal tracking of our building use and
as an internal calendar to share. Annette Long provided two useful options, one
of which will be further pursued.

Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

* Income versus expense was positive for October ($3855). Our beginning checking
account balance for November was $16931.13. Our saving account balance was
$28605.49. We are positive for the year to date through four months $6,391.

e We did not have any extraordinary expenses in October.

Summary of Rev. Dan's schedule

Days off are Wednesday and Saturday

December: Available for calls, virtual meetings (except Dec. 29-31)
Dec. 7-14: Available at UUFE

Dec. 7: Sunday service at UUFE

Dec. 14: Sunday service at UUFE

Dec. 24: Joint Sunday service with UUCEL

Rev. Dan’s email address for UUFE is RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com.
Email is the preferable way to reach him. In emergencies, his phone is 937-397-7603.
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Message from the Minister
Choosing Hope

As we enter December—the month of long nights, soft lights, and ancient stories of
miracles—it’s tempting to think of hope as something that simply arrives on its own.
A feeling. A mood. A passing moment of uplift that comes and goes like winter
sunshine.

But real hope—the kind that changes us, anchors us, and keeps us moving—is not
passive. It is something we choose.

Choosing hope does not mean ignoring the griefs and injustices of the world. It
doesn’t require optimism or cheerfulness. It certainly doesn’t mean pretending
everything is fine when it clearly isn’t.

Choosing hope means deciding to believe that what we do still matters.

It means taking the next faithful step even when the path ahead is unclear.
It means lighting one candle against the darkness—not because it banishes the night,
but because it reminds us that the dark does not have the final word.

Hope is a discipline.
It’s a practice.
It’s a muscle we build together in community.

Every time we show up for one another, we choose hope.

Every time we speak a kind word in a harsh season, we choose hope.

Every time we keep learning, keep resisting, keep caring, keep loving—especially
when it’s difficult—we choose hope.

This month invites us to ask:
What does it look like for me to choose hope, on purpose, right now?

Maybe it looks like reaching out to someone who’s struggling.
Maybe it looks like giving yourself permission to rest and heal.
Maybe it looks like refusing to let cynicism, fear, or cruelty have the last word.

Whatever shape your hope takes this season, know this:
You don’t have to choose it alone.
We are learning this practice side by side, strengthening one another’s courage as we

go.

May this December find us not waiting for hope, but creating it—together.

With Love Abundant,
Rev. Dan



Author Don Wycliff
"Before the Byline:
A Journalist’'s Roots”

Rescheduled! Dec. 7th, 11:15 am
At the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Elkhart
1732 Garden St., Elkhart

Before the Byline: A Journalist’s Roots
tells the story of how a boy from segregated
East Texas found his way into journalism and
the newsrooms of The New York Times and
The Chicago Tribune. It is a story about
family, faith, race, and the pursuit of truth,
shaped by the people and moments that
taught Mr. Wycliff what it means to write with
purpose and conviction.

e UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
l' J FELLOWSHIP OF ELKHART




December 2025

‘ Birthdays in italics “*”’denotes event held off-site @

sun mon tue wed thu fri sat
1 2 3 4 5 6
Geneele Gloria 6pm Yoga
Crump Carney
Francisco
Avila
6pm
Membership
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
10am Service 2pm 6pm Yoga 12p Soul Patty
Coffee Hr Science & 630p Soul Matters 2 French
11:15 Book Society Matters 1
Signing 7pm
11:45am Worship
Meditation
130-330pm Tarot
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
Ron Gill 2pm Don 6pm Yoga 5pm Yule
10am Service Science & Wycliff Ritual &
Coffee Hr Society 11:30am Potluck
11:45am 6:30pm Feasters*
Meditation Board
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
10am Service FOCUS 6pm | Courtney
Potluck INFO DUE Service ‘J?‘ - Whitmer
28 29 30 31
10am Service Stacey Zanzer
Coffee Hr James Anderson
11:45am
Meditation




UUFE
1732 Garden St
Elkhart, IN 46514



