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Luncheon with UUCEL

We are planning a luncheon again with members of UUCEL at noon on Tuesday,
November 4. This will be in Coldwater again, at Stoagies Family Room Cafe, located
at 91 E Chicago St, Coldwater, MI 49036. This is about a 75 minute drive from UUFE.
We expect to have a large group, like last year, and while Stoagies has a room that
should be able to accommodate us, please let Chuck Bower know if you are
attending. This will help us get an approximate count. If you want to learn more
about Stoagies' menu, please look them up on Facebook. If questions, see Chuck.

Focus Editor: Katrina Konopinski
 Send information and suggestions for future issues to katskirx@gmail.com

Calendar Acronyms
I’d like to introduce you to 2 groups with events on this month’s calendar.

COW  -  Committee of the Whole is called to meet usually twice a year for input on
the calendar in the fall and the budget in the spring. It consists of the Chairs of each
committee and is led by the President-elect. Anntte Long has called a meeting for
November 9.

COSM or COM  -  Committe on Shared Ministry is made up of 3 members appointed
by the Board and the Minister. Meetings are monthly or as needed. They are
available to facilitate resolution of interpersonal issues. Members are Terry Mark,
Dwight Fish, and Katrina Konopinski.



1st Sunday, November 2  with  J. E. Misz
We welcome a new speaker to our pulpit, Mr. J. E. Misz, a clinical social worker and
poet from Goshen, IN. JE will be sharing reflections on the conflict in Gaza, including
personal experiences, research, and poetry. His topic title is, “A World We Might
Have Built.” Come and share this very relevant concern together.
Geneele Crump is the Worship Associate.

2nd Sunday, November 9  with  Rev. Dan Miyake
Rev. Dan never disappoints and his topic this Sunday is “Grateful Receiving”. 
We hope to see you all here as we enter into the “thankful” season of the year.
Shari Mellin is the Worship Associate. 

3rd Sunday, November 16  with  Pastor Daniel Yoder
We welcome another new face this week as Pastor Daniel shares “Pulpit to Pliers”.
How can a pastor maintain their calling while being a maintenance man? This is
Daniel’s story of discernment of remaining who he was/is while significantly
changing what his days look like. We welcome Marva Netherland on the piano and we
will also be observing Joys and Sorrows. Geneele Crump is the Worship Associate.

NOTE: A special service for Trans Day remembrance will be held at 6 PM on
November 20 (Thursday) at the South Bend UU church. Rev. Dan Miyake will be
the featured speaker. Please come and support Rev. Dan from UUFE.

4th Sunday November 23  AT SPECIAL TIME 10:30 with Rev. Dan Miyake
This will be a lighthearted intergenerational conjoint service with UUCEL beginning
at 10:30 AM. Through story, song, and a shared “Thanks Anyway” ritual, we’ll
celebrate “Wildly Thankful: Gratitude Anyway” and the blessings hidden in life’s
surprises and mishaps. The fourth Sunday candle will also be observed. Pam Wycliff
is the Worship Associate.

5th Sunday, November 30  with  Anna Hagan
Our wonderful harpist Anna Hagan blesses us with “Angels” this morning through
stories and her gifts of music in this holiday service about angels. 
Pam and Geneele are the Worship Associates.

***
Please stay for refreshments and discussion after the service around the coffee
tables in the Gathering Space. 3rd Sundays all are invited to stay and share in the
monthly potluck meal.

Sundays at UUFE
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Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In November, the meditation group will meet in the central office area at 11:45 am on
the following Sundays: November 2, 9, 23, and 30. On the third Sunday, November
16 the fellowship has a potluck lunch after the service so the meditation group will
take a break from our schedule to enjoy that lunch together. 

During these meditation group sessions, we discuss our meditation practices
followed by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually last about an hour.
There is no charge for this program, all are welcome.

YOGA at UUFE
We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher.  She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.

Sunday Services Available on YouTube
Recordings of Sunday service videos are now uploaded to youtube at our channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1iE3eOKFfYQRYRBrdScsQQ

Sunday Morning Announcements
General announcements to the congregation should be submitted to Steve Cripe by
Thursday or Friday before the Sunday it is to be shared. Exceptions will be made for
emergencies and last minute critical items. Steve will get the information to the
worship associate.
Steve Cripe - Tri-Chair Worship Committee, stevecripe63@outlook.com 

Special Thanks

Thank you to Shari Mellin for sharing her talents with us by providing some new Alter
Cloths that are seasonal in nature and will add greatly to our worship experience at
UUFE on Sunday mornings.  Be looking for these as we progress through the coming
months.  Shari is also a vital member of our Worship Committee responsible for
filling the pulpit on the Sundays that Rev. Dan is not here.
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Science and Society
from Ken Clayborn

All are welcome to participate in this adult group to view an educational Media
presentation followed by discussion in the Gathering Place.

Ken Burns’s four-hour documentary, Benjamin Franklin, explores the revolutionary
life of one of the 18th century’s most consequential and compelling personalities,
whose work and words unlocked the mystery of electricity and helped create the
United States.

Franklin’s 84 years (1706-1790) spanned an epoch of momentous change in science,
technology, literature, politics, and government — fields he himself advanced
through a lifelong commitment to societal and self-improvement.

On Tuesday November 11 at 2:00 PM in the Gathering Place we will view the third
hour of the video, which covers his years representing the Colonies in England and
France.

On Tuesday, November 25 at 2:00 PM in the Gathering Place we will see the fourth
and final hour of this video which describes Franklin’s contributions to the
Revolution and the Constitution and his final contributions to science.

UUFE Feasters

UU Feasters is a social outing for those interested in sharing a monthly luncheon
together. We usually meet on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 11:30 AM at
various area restaurants. Please consider coming and having a wonderful social time
with others from our Fellowship. Let Linda Gill know that you can come by the
Monday prior to the luncheon so that she can reserve adequate space for us.
Contact her at 574-286-3091 or lg5573@aol.com. 

NOTE: November and December Feasters will meet one week early to avoid conflict
with Thanksgiving and Christmas. I know we are coming into the busy holiday season
but hope you will take time to join us. Happy Holidays to everyone!

November 19 at 11:30 - Afuri Ramen, 129 S Main St, Elkhart
December 17 at 11:30 - Rico’s at the Bulldog, 3763 E Jackson, Elkhart

mailto:lg5573@aol.com
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Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

Income versus expense was negative for September (-$1370). Our ending
checking account balance for August was $17,521. Our saving account balance
was $21,958. Thanks to the strong performance in July we are still positive for
the year at $2536.
We did have the annual fire equipment inspection and fire extinguisher updates
as required. This was a total of $661.62 for the main building and the minister’s
house from the Building and Grounds budget. It is not an extraordinary or
unexpected expense. The inspection is an annual event every September.

Board of Trustees
from Chuck Bower, President

The Board met on October 21 and the following are key discussions/decisions:

This month, the Board spent significant time discussing how the Fellowship
fulfills its Mission and what ways can further be done in the near term to do so.
More community and outreach events are coming!
We are pleased that Rev. Dan's Soul Matters small groups and UU History small
group has already started and several members are taking advantage of each
group.
The Board voted to be a sponsor for the Trans Day of Remembrance event at UU
South Bend on November 20. Annette Long will create an article to be included
in our Focus to publicize the event.
The Board agreed we could have a book signing event by Don Wycliff at UUFE,
and it will be an open community event.
Chuck Bower recently wrote a Safety Update letter for our members and friends.
[It can be found on pages 7-8. Copies are also available on Ivy Island and in our
weekly emails.]

UUFE Care Team
The UUFE Community is served by our Care Team with supportive counseling and
other services. Current members are:
Pam Wycliff (coordinator), rn_pamela@yahoo.com
Mary Adams, createnjoy@yahoo.com        Jim Todd, JWTLEY2000@yahoo.com
Mary Perron, maryperron@yahoo.com     Oxana Werrbiansky, odubsky@comcast.net 
Peg Cook macpegcook@msn.com               Angi Anders (angirocksun@yahoo.com)

mailto:rn_pamela@yahoo.com
mailto:createnjoy@yahoo.com
mailto:JWTLEY2000@yahoo.com
mailto:maryperron@yahoo.com
mailto:odubsky@comcast.net
mailto:macpegcook@msn.com
mailto:angirocksun@yahoo.com
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Book Signing - Don Wycliff, "Before the Byline: A Journalist’s Roots"

Our beloved Don Wycliff will be discussing and offering, for purchase, signed copies of
his new book at 3 pm on Sunday, November 30 at UUFE. As you know, he has shared
several chapters with us for Sunday services and his book is now available. This event is
open to the community, and we hope to have a great turnout to celebrate Don's
memoir. This will be a great opportunity to celebrate his story.

This is a short synopsis from Don (via Facebook): "It tells the story of how a boy from
segregated East Texas found his way into journalism and the newsrooms of The New
York Times and The Chicago Tribune. It is a story about family, faith, race, and the
pursuit of truth, shaped by the people and moments that taught me what it means to
write with purpose and conviction."

Transgender Day of Remembrance Service

UUFE is inviting all members and friends to join us at the Transgender Day of
Remembrance Service at 6 p.m. Thursday, November 20, at Unitarian Universalists of
South Bend, 801 E. Washington St., South Bend. Our minister, the Rev. Dan Miyake, will
be among the speakers and UUFE is a sponsor of the event.

From the FB event announcement:
Join us in honoring the lives of our trans siblings lost this past year. This gathering is
a time of mourning, love, and solidarity — a chance to stand together and affirm the
dignity of every trans life.
There will be a Unitarian Universalist service with Rev. Dan Miyake followed by a
potluck dinner.
To create a safe environment for this event we will have concert style security
including a clear bag policy. 

If you would like to carpool to the service, contact Annette Long at
InquisitiveOne23@yahoo.com.

The Ripple Effect
finding common ground through story and song

It seems everywhere we look, people are taking sides and calling names. How can we
learn to find common ground? This special event takes place at Little Theater at Moreau
Center for the Arts, St. Mary’s College on Sunday, November 2, 4pm. Sherry K’s
groundbreaking group The Ripple Effect Vocal Visionary Project presents their annual "If
You Knew Me, You'd Love Me" concert -- an evening of music and words designed to
build understanding.
Pay what you can donation at the door.

COMMUNITY EVENTS

https://firstunitarian.us/
https://firstunitarian.us/
https://firstunitarian.us/
mailto:InquisitiveOne23@yahoo.com


UUFE Safety Update

Dear Congregant, 

The most recent church shooting has reminded us that safety can never be taken for
granted. Now is the time, however, to remind you of the steps we’ve taken over the
years to have a safer Fellowship. There will always be more we can do, but do note
the following:

General Safety:
We conduct background checks for all volunteers working with minors.
We do NOT maintain our member/friend directory on our website.
Both front entrances are ADA compliant.
There is sufficient parking lot lighting with delay switches for our main (west side)
parking lot.
We have discouraged the homeless from using our property and actively had
them evicted.

Medical/Health:
A first aid kit and AED (automated external defibrillator) is located in the Foyer.
We have members trained as first aid/CPR responders in the congregation.
We use dishwashers for almost all dish and kitchen ware to maintain adequate
sanitary conditions for potlucks and refreshments.

Fire Safety:
We have transitioned to a heat sensor in the kitchen to reduce false alarms but
maintain adequate alerts.
For fire protection, we have an alarm system in the main church building
monitored by the Elkhart Fire Dept.
We have 8 fire extinguishers in the main building, and 3 in the house, maintained
and checked by M&M Fire Protection annually.
Congregants are encouraged to note the location of exit signs BEFORE an
emergency occurs.

Building/Physical Safety:
Front doors are locked after the service starts, with a member attentively
watching the entrance.
Committees meeting at church are encouraged to lock the doors after everyone
is in attendance.
Ring cameras are used to monitor the premises, including the house.
A Ring security alarm system is used to protect the main church building.
We maintain a policy that prohibits firearms on our premises.
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Safety Update (continued)

Besides the above, we will continue to pursue additional measures to be prepared.
These include posting building diagrams with exits, fire extinguisher locations, and
so on. We may also conduct periodic exit drills.

Still, consider our building structure and layout. We have extensive windows in the
Sanctuary and Gathering Place, and 3 of our 4 exterior doors are fully glass. Short of
installing new doors and unsightly window guards, an assault on our building cannot
be contained externally. I believe I speak for most of you that those types of changes
are not desirable. It is impossible to guarantee your safety, not just in our
Fellowship, but anywhere, unfortunately. You can attend via Zoom if you have
serious concerns. Just know that we are aware of concerns, given the world we live
in today. We share those concerns. And we also hope you’ll always feel comfortable
in our Fellowship.

Best wishes, 
Chuck Bower, Board President
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Summary of Rev. Dan's schedule

Days off are Wednesday and Saturday
November: Available for calls, virtual meetings (except Nov. 25) 
Nov. 3-9: Available at UUFE 
Nov. 9: Sunday service at UUFE 
Nov. 23: Joint Sunday service with UUCEL 
Nov. 25: Study leave day 

December: Available for calls, virtual meetings (except Dec. 29-31) 
Dec. 7-14: Available at UUFE 
Dec. 7: Sunday service at UUFE 
Dec. 14: Sunday service at UUFE 
Dec. 24: Joint Sunday service with UUCEL

Rev. Dan’s email address for UUFE is RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com. 
Email is the preferable way to reach him. In emergencies, his phone is 937-397-7603.

mailto:RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com


November 2025
Birthdays in italics   “*”denotes event held off-site

sun mon tue wed thu fri sat

1
Jonathan
Aguirre

2 DST ENDS 
Andy “Leaf” Semler
10am Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation
4pm Concert*

3 4
12pm
Luncheon*
w/ UUCEL

5
6pm
Membership

630p Soul
Matters 1

6
130pm
Ladies
Euchre*
6pm Yoga
7pm UU
History*

7 8

9
10am Service
Coffee Hr
COW
11:45am
Meditation
130-330pm Tarot

10 11
2pm
Science &
Society
7pm
Worship

12
6:30pm
COSM

13
6pm Yoga
7pm UU
History*

14 15
Lorna
Lane

16
10am Service
Potluck

17 18
Shari
Mellin
6:30pm
Board

19
11:30am
Feasters*

20
Hilton
Rauch
6pm Yoga
6pm
TransDay
Service*

21 22

23
1030am Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation
130-330pm Tarot

24
Jessica
Koscher

25
2pm
Science &
Society
FOCUS
INFO DUE

26 27 28
Terry Mark

29

30
Steven Cripe
Larry Cherniak
Christina Fuller
10am Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

30 cont.
Sunday at
3pm Book
Signing



UUFE
1732 Garden St
Elkhart, IN 46514


