
Community Immigrant Justice Event

Lisa Koop, Director of Legal Services at the National Immigrant Justice Center, will
come to UUFE on Wednesday, October 8, at 6 pm, to speak on immigrant protection.
This presentation is intended to help all local community members know their rights
and understand what ICE is and is not permitted to do, and what legalities they must
follow (ID themselves, show faces, show warrants, etc.). We will discuss strategies
community members may consider in response to ICE activities. Please come to
learn how we can deal with this difficult problem and support our neighbors in their
time of need.

Lisa Koop is the director of legal services at the National Immigrant Justice Center.
She directs NIJC's asylum project, handles federal litigation, and provides
representation and supervision in deportation defense matters. Lisa specializes in
litigation, policy, and direct services advocacy on behalf of immigrant survivors of
gender-based violence. Lisa heads NIJC’s Indiana offices and is an adjunct professor
at Notre Dame Law School. Lisa graduated magna cum laude from Indiana University
McKinney School of Law in 2004.

Thanks to John Dolezal for coordinating with Dara Marquez Venegas at LaCasa de
Amistad and Lisa Koop at NIJC to schedule this event!
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Country Road 9 fall roadside Clean-UP is scheduled for
Saturday, October 25

Meet at the CVS at Johnson and Bristol Streets at 9 AM  
Rain date is 11/ 1.  Contact Steve Cripe with any questions:

stevecripe63@outlook.com / 574.370.8090

mailto:stevecripe63@outlook.com


1st Sunday October 5:   Reflections in Poetry  -  All Of Us
This will be a special service shared by and with all of us with individual
contributions of poetry and writings. Shari Mellin is serving as Worship Associate
organizing what she collects from all of you. This has been a popular request
received by the Worship Committee from UUFE members.

2nd Sunday October 12:  Mental Health and Heavy Metal  -  Laura Snow
Laura always brings us a challenging message through insightful words. Pam Wycliff
is the Worship Associate.

3rd Sunday October 19:  Diwalli  -  Rev. Dan Miyake
Join us for Rev. Dan’s teachings of the Indian Hindu tradition of the Festival of
Lights. Shari Mellin is the Worship Associate. Our third Sunday tradition of Joys &
Sorrows will be led by Geneele Crump.

4th Sunday October 26:  Immigration Advocacy  -  Jane Ross-Richer
Our speaker today comes from the Center for Healing & Hope. They have a
special division in their organization that advocates for immigration and their
issues. The 4th Sunday candle observation will be led by Geneele Crump
as well as a special reading she will share with us. Steve Cripe is the Worhsip
Associate.

***
Please stay for refreshments and discussion after the service around the coffee
tables in the Gathering Space. 3rd Sundays all are invited to stay and share in the
monthly potluck meal.

Sundays at UUFE
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Sunday Services Available on YouTube
Recordings of Sunday service videos are now uploaded to youtube at our channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1iE3eOKFfYQRYRBrdScsQQ

Sunday Morning Announcements
General announcements to the congregation should be submitted to Steve Cripe by
Thursday or Friday before the Sunday it is to be shared. Exceptions will be made for
emergencies and last minute critical items. Steve will get the information to the
worship associate.
Steve Cripe - Tri-Chair Worship Committee, stevecripe63@outlook.com 



3/10

Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In September, the meditation group will meet in the central office area at 11:45 am
on the following Sundays: October 5, 12, and 26. On the third Sunday, October 19
the fellowship has a potluck lunch after the service so the meditation group will take
a break from our schedule to enjoy that lunch together. 

During these meditation group sessions, we discuss our meditation practices
followed by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually last about an hour.
There is no charge for this program, all are welcome.

Grief In Slow Motion

There was no memorial service for the last time you went out to dinner together, the
last time they told you a joke, the last time they said your name. No one sent you
flowers for the social events you’ve missed, the roles that have changed, the plans
that will never be, the decisions you have to make. 

When you love someone with dementia, Parkinson’s, or other progressive
neurological disease, you lose so many things along the way, long before you lose
your person. When we don’t recognize and process our losses, they build up and
weigh us down. 

Join Jill Terwilliger, M.Div., CPCC, grief coach, educator, and UU minister for Grief in
Slow Motion, a 4-session grief group combining learning, sharing and support for
people caring for loved ones with dementia.
https://www.anbaucoaching.com/slowmotion

Grief in Slow Motion will take place live on zoom the 2  Friday of the month from
10-11:15am EST from October to January. 

nd

The first session is October 10. 
The cost is $75 for all four sessions. 
The group is live, confidential, and will not be recorded for public sharing. 
Register here: https://www.anbaucoaching.com/slowmotion

Whether you are a direct caregiver or indirect, you are allowed to honor and grieve
your losses, even while your person is still alive. You don’t have to do this alone. 

YOGA at UUFE
We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher.  She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.

https://www.anbaucoaching.com/slowmotion
https://www.anbaucoaching.com/slowmotion
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Science and Society
from Ken Clayborn

All are welcome to participate in this adult group to view an educational Media
presentation followed by discussion in the Gathering Place.

For October we will change our meeting day back to the second and fourth Tuesday
and hopefully be able to leave it that way into the future.

Ken Burns’s four-hour documentary, Benjamin Franklin, explores the revolutionary
life of one of the 18th century’s most consequential and compelling personalities,
whose work and words unlocked the mystery of electricity and helped create the
United States.

Franklin’s 84 years (1706-1790) spanned an epoch of momentous change in science,
technology, literature, politics, and government — fields he himself advanced
through a lifelong commitment to societal and self-improvement.

On Tuesday October 14 at 2:00 PM we will view the first hour of the video, in which
we learn about the beginnings of Franklin’s ambitious plans beyond his Boston
childhood. Benjamin Franklin reinvents himself in Philadelphia where he builds a
printing empire and a new life with his wife, Deborah. Turning to science, Franklin’s
lightning rod and experiments in electricity earn him worldwide fame.

On Tuesday, October 28 at 2:00 PM we will see the second hour of this video which
describes Franklin’s life after entering politics. He spends years in London trying to
keep Britain and America together as his own family starts to come apart.
The last two hours will be viewed in November.

UUFE Feasters

UU Feasters is a social outing for those interested in sharing a monthly luncheon
together. We meet on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 11:30 AM at various
area restaurants. Please consider coming and having a wonderful social time with
others from our Fellowship. Let Linda Gill know that you can come by the Monday
prior to the luncheon so that she can reserve adequate space for us. Contact her at
574-286-3091 or lg5573@aol.com. 

October 22 at 11:30 - The Metro Diner, 423 East University Dr., Mishawaka, IN
November 19 at 11:30 - Afuri Ramen, 129 S Main St, Elkhart, IN

mailto:lg5573@aol.com
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Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

Income versus expense was negative for August (-$2381). Our ending checking
account balance for August was $15,248. Our saving account balance was 25,228.
Thanks to the strong performance in July we are still positive for the year at
$3906.
There were no extraordinary expenses or receipts in August.

Board of Trustees
from Chuck Bower, President

The Board met on September 16 and the following are key discussions/decisions:

A task force will be formed to draft parameters and guidelines for a financial
assistance policy for congregants. Rev. Dan, John Dolezal, Taylor Chadwick, and
a member from both the Care Committee and COM will be members of the task
force.
 The annual fire alarm system has been tested, with backup batteries replaced
and several fire extinguishers replaced or maintained.
Planning for a special event is underway. On October 8, Lisa Koop from the
National Immigrant Justice Center, will speak at UUFE, with the event open to the
public.
Two small group meetings to review the 3 year plan from the August planning
retreat will be held in late September.

Summary of Rev. Dan's schedule

Days off are Wednesday and Saturday
Oct 1-26: Available for calls, virtual meetings
Oct 19: Sunday service at UUFE
Oct 27-31: Study leave days

Rev. Dan’s email address for UUFE is RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com. 
Email is the preferable way to reach him. In emergencies, his phone is 937-397-7603.

Focus Editor: Katrina Konopinski
 Send information and suggestions for future issues to katskirx@gmail.com

mailto:RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com
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Social Justice Report
from Steve Cripe, Chairperson

The Social Justice Committee has experienced a busy summer predominantly
around multiple demonstrations in the area.

We now have an active Social Justice Table set up in the Gathering Place for you
to visit every Sunday to keep updated on various events taking place. These are
updated so that as events pass, we replace the table with new information.

The fall roadside clean-up for C. R. 9 is scheduled for Saturday, October 25 with a
rain date of November 1. This ongoing project has been a staple with UUFE in the
spring and fall of every calendar year for several years now.

The following re-caps much of our Agenda items for this past year but it is not all-
inclusive by any means of the many things going on:

Indivisible, Amnesty International Faith in Action Network, Braver Angels, Citizen’s
Climate Lobby, Privacy Act Access Request forms, Red Cards for ICE Agents, Anti-
Racism and Reparations via Restorative Justice, Potawatomi Band information, and
of course, the many opportunities to call your elected local, state, and national
officials, to voice your opinions of various topics and bills being considered.

Our most current activity is scheduled to support a community event on
Wednesday, October 8 from 6-7:30 PM in the Gathering Place. We thank John
Dolezal for introducing us to this group. The National Immigrant Justice Center
(headquartered in Chicago has a Goshen office) is sponsoring this presentation
with distinguished lawyer Lisa Koop, Director of Legal Services, as the main speaker.
Many local congregations have been invited to this event including many Hispanic
fellowships. Program title, “When ICE Comes to Your Town: Know Your Rights”.
Please come and be informed!

The Social Justice Committee will continue to search for other topics (Voting Rights,
Free Speech, etc.) to host as community events at UUFE in the coming weeks and
months. These could also potentially include; hosting a civics lab, addressing the
homeless issue, and Tactics For Truth (a local Democratic organization).

UUFE Care Team
The UUFE Community is served by our Care Team with supportive counseling and
other services. Current members are:
Pam Wycliff (coordinator), rn_pamela@yahoo.com
Mary Adams, createnjoy@yahoo.com        Jim Todd, JWTLEY2000@yahoo.com
Mary Perron, maryperron@yahoo.com     Oxana Werrbiansky, odubsky@comcast.net 
Peg Cook macpegcook@msn.com               Angi Anders (angirocksun@yahoo.com)

mailto:rn_pamela@yahoo.com
mailto:createnjoy@yahoo.com
mailto:JWTLEY2000@yahoo.com
mailto:maryperron@yahoo.com
mailto:odubsky@comcast.net
mailto:macpegcook@msn.com
mailto:angirocksun@yahoo.com


Message from the Minister

Dear UUFE,

Like many of you, I have been troubled by the recent shooting of Charlie Kirk.
Whenever words are met with bullets, it is not just one person who suffers —
democracy itself is wounded. Whether we agree with someone’s politics or not,
violence is never the answer. And so, this is not just about one man’s death, tragic as
it is. It is about a creeping culture that says violence is permissible when difference
feels threatening, that silencing others is acceptable when their truth challenges our
comfort.

At the same time, this tragedy is part of a much larger and more troubling story. It is
part of a larger storm we are living through — a storm where authoritarian voices
grow louder, where differences are used as weapons, and where vulnerable groups
are made scapegoats. Across the country, authoritarian voices tell us who belongs
and who doesn’t. They use fear to divide us, and they target those who live outside
the lines of “acceptable” identity — LGBTQ+ people, immigrants, people of color,
religious minorities, and especially transgender people.

As a trans person myself, I cannot help but feel fear that the current administration
wants to silence, erase, and legislate people like me out of public life. Fascism always
begins by deciding who belongs and who doesn’t, whose voices may be heard and
whose must be silenced. This is what fascism does: it thrives on fear, control, and
scapegoating. It narrows the circle of belonging until only a few are left inside.

But as Unitarian Universalists, we proclaim a different vision.

Our faith affirms:

The inherent worth and dignity of every person. No one is expendable.

The call to practice justice, equity, and compassion, even when it is costly or
uncomfortable.

The interdependent web of existence, which reminds us that an attack on one group
is an attack on us all.

These aren’t just lofty words. They are a spiritual practice — a way of being together,
a way of facing the world with open hearts rather than closed fists.

(continued)
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Message from the Minister (continued)

So how do we respond to this current situation?

We speak up for those whose voices are silenced, especially our transgender
neighbors, our Black and Brown neighbors, our immigrant neighbors, and others who
are targeted.

We practice courageous love by listening to stories unlike our own, by being willing
to change, and by holding one another accountable to our best selves.

We embody hope in a world that thrives on fear — by being a place where every
person who walks through our doors is received as a gift, not a threat.

I know this isn’t always easy. We are a small congregation in a conservative place.
But friends, never underestimate the power of even a small flame in the darkness.
Our small flame matters. Our circle of welcome matters. Every smile at the door,
every word of encouragement, every act of kindness in our wider community —
these are not small things. They are acts of resistance. Every time we choose
compassion over cruelty, courage over silence, hope over despair, we are resisting
the pull of fascism and building something more powerful: the Beloved Community.

May we have the courage to resist hatred without becoming hateful.

May we have the tenderness to welcome difference without fear.

May we have the boldness to keep speaking love into a world that needs it
desperately.

Together, we can — and we must — be that light.

With love abundant,

Rev. Dan
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October 2025
Birthdays

*denotes event held off-site

sun mon tue wed thu fri sat

1
6pm
Membership

2
6pm Yoga
7pm UU
History*

3 4
Katrina
Konopinski

5
10am Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

6
Joan
Clayborn

7
Linda Gill

8
6pm
Immigrant
Justice

9
Linda
Becker
130pm
Ladies
Euchre*
6pm Yoga
7pm UU
History*

10
10am Grief
in Slow
Motion*

11

12
10am Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation
130-330pm
Tarot

13 14
2pm
Science &
Society
7pm
Worship

15 16
6pm Yoga
7pm UU
History*

17 18

19
10am Service
Potluck

20
630p Soul
Matters 1

21
6:30pm
Board

22
Gordon
Gibson
11:30am
Feasters*

23
Joe Reed
6pm Yoga
7pm UU
History*

24
Geo
Warner
11am Soul
Matters 2
FOCUS
INFO DUE

25
Susie
Meeks-
Wade
9am
Johnson St
Clean-up*

26
10am Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation
130-330pm
Tarot

27 28
2pm
Science &
Society

29 30
6pm Yoga

31
Joan
Grimes
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