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Sundays at UUFE

1st Sunday, July 6 -11:00 AM PICNIC

Bring a side dish and a yard game if you wish and join us on the church lawn for a
summer picnic. Weather (rain/heat) will dictate if we are inside or out. Sandwiches
and drinks will be provided so just come and enjoy our time together in this setting.

2nd Sunday, July 13 -10:00 AM Cory Page

Steve Cripe is the WA for this service where we welcome Cory Page from UUCEL
to bring the morning message titled, “Wait, That’s Not in the Bible”. We are
looking forward to our worship with another member of our sister fellowship in
Michigan. Steve Cripe will share a musing, “In Search of ‘God’”.

3rd Sunday, July 20 -10:00 AM Marty Wolfson, Nimbilasha Cushing

Pam Wyecliff wil be the WA for this morning. We welcome Marty and Nimbilasha
from the South Bend Reparation Working Group. Their message for our service is
titled, “Why Reparations Are Due”. We will observe our 3rd Sunday tradition of
Joys and Sorrows during this service.

4th Sunday, July 27 -10:00 AM Leanne Farmwald

Geneele Crump will be the WA for today. We welcome Leanne from SafeHaven
Women’s Shelter in Elkhart as our speaker this morning. We will observe the 4th
Sunday candle recognizing issues beyond our borders.

*k*

Please stay for refreshments and discussion after the service around the coffee
tables in the Gathering Space. 3rd Sundays all are invited to stay and share in the
monthly potluck meal.



Sunday Services Available on YouTube
Recordings of Sunday service videos are now uploaded to youtube at our channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1liE3eOKFfYQRYRBrdScsQQ

Sunday Morning Announcements
General announcements to the congregation should be submitted to Steve Cripe by
Thursday or Friday before the Sunday it is to be shared. Exceptions will be made for
emergencies and last minute critical items. Steve will get the information to the
worship associate.
Steve Cripe - Tri-Chair Worship Committee, stevecripe63@outlook.com

Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In July, the meditation group will meet in the central office area on the following two
Sundays: July 13 and July 27 at 11:45 am.

The congregation will have a carry-in picnic instead of a service on July 6 as a
celebration of the Fourth of July weekend and we will have our regular, third Sunday
potluck lunch on July 20 after the service so the meditation group will take a break
from our schedule to enjoy that lunch together too.

During the meditation group sessions, we discuss our meditation practices followed
by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually last about an hour. There is ho
charge for this program, all are welcome.

Summary of Rev. Dan's schedule

July: Rev. Dan is on vacation. Contact Chuck Bower, Board President, or Pam Wycliff,
Care Team Coordinator, for assistance

Resuming August 1: Days off are Wednesday and Saturday

August 18-22: available for virtual meetings and calls.

August 24: in person service at UUFE.

August 24-29: in person at our Learning Center/House or UUFE office.

Rev. Dan’s email address for UUFE is RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com.
Email is the preferable way to reach him. In emergencies, his phone is 937-397-7603.
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Security System Update

The Board previously voted to have a security system in UUFE's main building as a
preventative measure. We've had two homeless situations already but without any
real problems. Almost all the cameras are installed and our inside building alarm
system will be started after the Sunday service on June 29th. If you have a building
key, and have NOT already received an access code for the alarm panel, see Chuck
Bower!

Thanks for your cooperation. We wish to avoid unnecessary police calls, and Chuck
(574-361-6166) is always available to answer your questions, or they could be
directed to Dwight Fish or Ken Clayborn.

UUFE Care Team
The UUFE Community is served by our Care Team with supportive counseling and
other services. Current members are:

Pam Wycliff (coordinator), rn_pamela@yahoo.com
Mary Adams, createnjoy@yahoo.com Jim Todd, JWTLEY2000@yahoo.com

Mary Perron, maryperron@yahoo.com Oxana Werrbiansky, odubsky@comcast.net
Peg Cook macpegcook@msn.com Angi Anders (angirocksun@yahoo.com)

Sunday Service Clipboard / Signup
Please take a moment before or after services to check the clipboard on lvy Island in
the Foyer. There are opportunities to get coffee and tea ready, set up chairs for
coffee hour, sign up to clean after coffee hour, bring flowers for service, etc. Many
hands make light work!

Focus Editor: Katrina Konopinski
Send information and suggestions for future issues to katskirx@gmail.com
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UUFE Board Meeting Summary

The Board's June meeting was a transition meeting with new Board members invited,
and we all enjoyed a carry-in. The following major items were discussed and/or
approved:

e The security system is taking shape and should start by the end of June, and
panic buttons will be included.

e Quotes will be procured for sealing / painting of the north basement floor, with
indoor/outdoor rugs to be considered.

e Planning options were discussed, and it was decided to hold a retreat to plan for
2025-2026, and to begin a long-term planning process. This will likely be held in
late August or early September.

e Rev. Dan reminded us that he is always available for emergencies, even if his
calendar indicates he is at GA, on vacation, etc.

Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

As | write this report, the month of June has not yet ended so | cannot give
summaries of how we ended the fiscal year as a congregation. We are on the
positive side of the fiscal ledger, but the final figures are not available until they are
presented and approved at the July Board meeting. They will then be posted on the
bulletin board beside the right side of the office door.

A few reminders for everyone about the end of this fiscal year and the beginning of
fiscal year 2025-2026. To our donors: your pledge summaries for the fiscal year July
1 st 2024-June 30 th 2025 will be sent to your homes in the first two weeks of July.
Since this does not coincide with the Calendar Year it will simply serve as a reminder
of where you are, at year end with your pledges. This means that the pledges you
generously made during the pledge drive in February and March will apply beginning
on July 1, 2025. If you have any questions in this regard, please call me or see me

at the fellowship.

This is my last fiscal year as the treasurer. We will vote on a new treasurer at the
Congregational meeting in May 2026.
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Science and Society
from Ken Clayborn

All are welcome to participate in this adult group to view an educational Media
presentation followed by discussion in the Gathering Place.

We are viewing the series produced by PBS entitled “The Brain” by Dr. David
Eagleman.

On Tuesday July 8 at 2PM we will discover Episode 2 “What Makes Me? (Note: this
session was postponed from late June due to a scheduling conflict.) How the brain
gives rise to our thoughts, emotions, our memories and personality. This fascinating
segment includes research on how memory gives rise to our sense of self as well as
discussing the importance and ubiquity of false memories and what they tell us
about how memory works.

On Tuesday July 22 at 2PM we investigate “Who is in Control” and learn how the
unconscious brain controls much of who we are and what we do. In this session
(Episode #3) Dr. Eagleman explores the great deception that greets us each
morning when we awake: it feels as though we are in conscious control of our lives,
but the truth is that we are not. Instead, almost every action, every decision, every
belief that we hold is driven by parts of the brain that we have no access to.

UUFE Feasters

UU Feasters is a social outing for those interested in sharing a monthly luncheon
together. We meet on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 11:30 AM at various
area restaurants. Please consider coming and having a wonderful social time with
others from our Fellowship. Let Linda Gill know that you can come by the Monday
prior to the luncheon so that she can reserve adequate space for us. Contact her at
574-286-3091 or |gh573@aol.com.

e Wednesday, July 23rd: La Esperanza, 601 East Jackson, Elkhart

YOGA at UUFE
We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher. She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.
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Social Justice Committee
from Steve Cripe

The Social Justice Committee continues to support a full schedule of events for
political action throughout this summer into the fall. ltems of interest and any
information needed can be obtained on the Social Justice Committee table set up in
the Gathering Place. It is the committee’s hope that you will all become familiar with
this table and use it as a tool for communication regarding any event or suggested
activity the Social Justice Committee could sponsor or coordinate with UUFE
participation.

The local political events are mostly on the schedule of the Elkhart County
Indivisible group in coordination with national events being planned. UUFE has
strongly supported several protest marches so far this year.

In addition to Indivisible, Make Good Trouble is planning a nation-wide protest on
July 17 in honor of John Lewis. More details of times and places are forthcoming. No
local events have been scheduled yet for this demonstration.

UUFE is now on the waiting list at the Milford Food Bank. We will now be able to go to
Milford, probably monthly or every other month, and gather food for our own food
pantry. When we receive confirmation as a partner with this organization, | will
advise the congregation of my first visit. It is also suggested that we contribute to
their organization reciprocally with monetary donations periodically or as individual
members of UUFE. | will provide appropriate information about that procedure when
we are in full membership status with them.

| continue to try to make some links with Rich Meyer and the local Potawatomi
peoples.

Pantry Assistance

Geneele Crump New Contact Person for Gift Cards to Shop for the Pantry

We still have $50 gift cards that have been purchased with cash donations to the
UUFE Pantry and could use some help in using those cards to buy pantry items.

If you are willing to help us out with the purchases, contact Geneele for a gift card.
We need things like breakfast cereal, pancake or baking mix, canned vegetables and
fruit, canned meat, instant potatoes, and canned chicken and beef.
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Report on General Assembly 2025
By Terry T. Mark and Dwight Fish

We were proud to represent the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart at the
2025 General Assembly in Baltimore and humbled by the trust the congregation
placed in us to embody the will of our congregation with our votes.

The General Assembly, as always, was full of inspiring worship services, engaging
networking opportunities, informative workshops, and service opportunities. Our
report will only cover the main items of business, but I’d encourage you to ask us or
any of UUFE’s other attendees, the Rev. Dan Miyake, Annette Long and Oxana
Werbiansky, for our personal reflections of GA.

For a complete summary of GA business, see the Business at General Assembly page,
www.uua.org/ga/off-site/2025/business.

The General Assembly elected the co-moderator team of the Rev. Kimberly Quinn
Johnson and Bill Young (74.9 percent of the vote, or 1,243 votes) to a six-year term.
They will succeed the outgoing co-moderators, Charles DuMond and the Rev. Meg
Riley. The co-moderators are the chief governance officer, chairing the Unitarian
Universalist Association’s board of trustees, and facilitating General Assembly
business sessions. They are charged with holding the mission and vision of Unitarian
Universalist, helping shape policy and strategy and working with the board, UUA
professional staff and committees.

Others elected to the UUA Board of Trustees were Mary Heafy, Rev. Vanessa Rush
Southern, Rev. Adam Robersmith and Rev. Justine Sullivan. You can view the full
election results as well as watch recordings of each General Session (when official
business is conducted) at the Business at General Assembly page.

The General Assembly also overwhelmingly approved three Actions of Immediate
Witness:
1.We Declare and Affirm: Immigrants Are People Who Have Inherent Worth and
Inalienable Rights
2.Faithful Defiance of Authoritarianism, a Call to Action: Reaffirming Our
Covenants for Democracy and Freedom
3.Defending LGBTIQ Freedom Amid Funding Crisis: A Call for Global Solidarity

According to the UUA, an Action of Immediate Witness (AIW) is a statement about a
significant action, event, or development in the world that necessitates immediate
engagement and action among UU member congregations and groups. AIWs which

are adopted empower local congregations such as UUFE to take action in our

communities and in collaboration with other UUs.
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The General Assembly also selected, after spirited conversation and debate, one
Congregational Study Action Issue: Abolition, Transformation and Faith Formation.
More information about this can be found at www.uua.org/action/process.

“Meet the Moment” was not just the theme of this year’s General Assembly, but it’s
also a major effort that the UUA is launching this year to challenge itself and
congregations to assess the moment we are in, to examine the structures and
practices that we are doing in our congregations that work well or may need to be
changed, and to innovate new programs and practices that achieves our goals.

The Meet the Moment framework presents three main questions for us to consider:
1.What is the moment we are in?
2.What are the most urgent and important needs of this moment?
3.What do our values call us to do in response to the moment?

Over the course of 2025 and 2026, the UUA will provide to congregations a series of
conversation guides and resources for use in our congregation, as well as the
creation of nationwide “wave” cohorts. These cohorts will be focused on a range of
high-priority areas of concern i.e. worship, fundraising, religious education, and
administration. Learn more at the Meet the Moment homepage,
www.uua.org/congregations/meet-the-moment.

Last but not least, the General Assembly also got its first look at the new virtual
hymnal, Sing Out Love. This virtual hymnal will include some songs that are included
in our current in-print hymnals but also new songs. Sing Out Love currently includes
200 songs, but there are plans for new songs to be added monthly. Available
downloadable resources include audio samples, sheet music, lyrics, presentation
slides, and music files. There is a free preview link to Sing Out Love that will be
shared with our Worship Committee.

Aside from this all, UUFE’s GA participants enjoyed a plethora of unique experiences
to bring home to UUFE. We look forward to sharing this with you at an upcoming
worship service as well as coffee hour conversations.
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July 2025

Birthdays
*denotes event held off-site

sun mon tue wed thu fri sat
1 2 3 4 5
6pm 6pm Yoga
Membership
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
1lam PICNIC 2pm Alexander 130pm 1:30 pm
Science & Reed Ladies Owls Club
Society River Euchre* Rental-
7pm Whitmer 6pm Yoga Trivia
Worship Afternoon
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
10am Service Karen Sam 6pm Yoga
Coffee Hr Hackel LeBraun
11:45am 6:30pm
Meditation Board
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
10am Service Laurie 2pm 11:30am 6pm Yoga FOCUS Elizabeth
Potluck Tweddale Science & Feasters* INFO DUE Blackwell
Society
27 28 29 30 31
Norman Gene Judith Karen
Anderson Wiswell Wise Cripe
10am 6pm Yoga
Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation
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