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We are working on installing our new security system. If you have a key and access
to the building, please see or contact Chuck Bower for a security system access

code. We expect to turn the system on after the June 8 service.

UUFE GARAGE SALE
Friday and Saturday June 6 & 7 8am to 4pm

Volunteers will be greatly appreciated to move and price items in our Gathering
Place basement and to work either day. Chuck Bower and TJ Shaum are contact
people and coordinators for this event. We don't expect this to be a substantial
fundraiser, but do hope to sell much of the "stuff" in our basement as well as
remaining books and CD's from the auction.

For those who wish to donate items (proceeds going to UUFE's budget), please don't
bring them to the church until the week of June 2nd, and please talk to TJ or Chuck in
advance. We have limited storage space! Your items should already be priced. Thank
you in advance for helping!
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Message from the Minister

Rest is Not Idleness

Nineteenth-century British statesman, John Lubbock, once wrote, ”Rest is not
idleness, and to lie sometimes on the grass under trees on a summer’s day, listening
to the murmur of the water, or watching the clouds float across the sky, is by no
means a waste of time.” Wise words, indeed, and words many of us need to hear. If
you are like me, it can be easy to feel guilty about doing nothing, or doing something
just for yourself. Rest and relaxation sound great on paper, but there just always
seems to be something that needs to be done. And if we don’t do it, then we feel
guilty. It seems like we can’t allow ourselves time to stop “doing” and just “be”
because we have been conditioned by our culture to think that if we are not being
productive, we are lazy. Productivity is supreme, and idleness is a sin, or so we’re
told. I tell you – I’m ready to sin a little!

This has been a very challenging year in many ways. Juggling two congregations is
demanding work. Good work, but demanding work. There is always something that
needs done, something that needs written, someone that needs talked to, and some
surprise or fire that needs to be put out. It is exhausting!

Summer is now upon us, and I plan to intentionally work on not working and doing so
without feeling guilty! That’s right – this summer I am giving myself permission to
rest. I’m going to allow myself to step back, rest, recharge, and reconnect with my
spirit. I think it will be a challenge for me to do this. I don’t know if I can shut down
my brain and not think about work. My mind is always going – thinking, reflecting,
sermonizing, planning, etc.…, but I will give it my best try. It has been forever, it
seems, since I have been able to truly let things go for an extended period of time,
but this year I especially need to.

So, this summer I’m going to dedicate myself to idleness – going fishing, being on the
lake, enjoying sunsets, sitting around the fire pit, reading books for fun, playing video
games, napping, and just being without feeling guilty for not being productive. There
will be time enough to “do” later.

If you find yourself in a similar situation of needing to truly rest and relax, I invite you
to join me in intentionally making time for idleness. 

Come, let us sin together!
Rev. Dan



1st Sunday, June 1 – 10:00 AM Ron Gill
Geneele Crump will be the WA. Come and hear Ron’s fascinating faith journey in his
“Escape From Fundamentalism”. Marva Netherland will be on the piano and Steve
Cripe will have a musing on “religion”.

2nd Sunday, June 8 – 10:30 AM Joint UUCEL with Rev. Dan Miyake
Pam Wycliff and Steve Cripe will double-team as WA’s. This service will focus on our
traditional “flower communion” ritual. This will be an intergenerational service so the
kids will be invited to stay for the entire service.

3rd Sunday, June 15 – 10:00 AM Deb Inglefield
Pam Wycliff will be the WA. Come and enjoy a very special service of classical music
by Deb and several of her friends from the Zephyr Wind Quintet (flute, oboe,
clarinet, horn, bassoon). This will be an intergenerational service so the kids will be
invited to stay for the entire service. We will observe joys and sorrows in this service.

4th Sunday, June 22 – 10:00 AM Carl Rust
Geneele Crump will be the WA. This will be a very special service featuring the
creativity of Carl Rust in “Once Upon A Time”. We will also observe the 4 th Sunday
candle ritual.

5th Sunday, June 29 – 10:00 AM Jess Kosher and Sue McDonald
Geneele Crump will serve as the WA. We have been blessed with the presentations
of this couple before and this Sunday’s topic is, “From Orphan To Woman Of The
Year”. 

***
Please stay for refreshments and discussion after the service around the coffee
tables in the Gathering Space. 3rd Sundays all are invited to stay and share in the
monthly potluck meal.

Sundays at UUFE
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Sunday Services Available on YouTube
Recordings of Sunday service videos are now uploaded to youtube at our channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1iE3eOKFfYQRYRBrdScsQQ

Focus Editor: Katrina Konopinski
 Send information and suggestions for future issues to katskirx@gmail.com
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UUFE Care Team
The UUFE Community is served by our Care Team with supportive counseling and
other services. Current members are:

Pam Wycliff (coordinator), rn_pamela@yahoo.com
Mary Adams, createnjoy@yahoo.com        Jim Todd, JWTLEY2000@yahoo.com
Mary Perron, maryperron@yahoo.com     Oxana Werrbiansky, odubsky@comcast.net 
Peg Cook macpegcook@msn.com               Angi Anders (angirocksun@yahoo.com)

Summary of Rev. Dan's schedule

Days off are Wednesday and Saturday

June 2-6: in person at our Learning Center/House or UUFE office
June 8: in person intergenerational service at UUFE (Joint service with UUCEL)
June 16-22: at General Assembly

June 23-27: Study Leave

Rev. Dan’s email address for UUFE is RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com. 
Email is the preferable way to reach him. In emergencies, his phone is 937-397-7603.

Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In May, the meditation group will meet in the central office area on the following
Sundays: June 1, 8, 22, and 29 at 11:45 am (after the service and  refreshments). The
congregation will have a potluck lunch on June 15 after the service so the meditation
group will take a break from our schedule to enjoy the lunch together. 

During the meditation group sessions, we discuss our meditation practices followed
by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually last about an hour. There is no
charge for this program, all are welcome.

Sunday Morning Announcements
General announcements to the congregation should be submitted to Steve Cripe by
Thursday or Friday before the Sunday it is to be shared. Exceptions will be made for
emergencies and last minute critical items. Steve will get the information to the
worship associate.
Steve Cripe - Tri-Chair Worship Committee, stevecripe63@outlook.com 

YOGA at UUFE
We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher.  She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.

mailto:rn_pamela@yahoo.com
mailto:createnjoy@yahoo.com
mailto:JWTLEY2000@yahoo.com
mailto:maryperron@yahoo.com
mailto:odubsky@comcast.net
mailto:macpegcook@msn.com
mailto:angirocksun@yahoo.com
mailto:RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com


UUFE Feasters

UU Feasters is a social outing for those interested in sharing a monthly luncheon
together. We meet on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 11:30 AM at various
area restaurants. Please consider coming and having a wonderful social time with
others from our Fellowship. Let Linda Gill know that you can come by the Monday
prior to the luncheon so that she can reserve adequate space for us. Contact her at
574-286-3091 or lg5573@aol.com. 

Wednesday, June 25 at Old Style Deli, 200 S Main St Elkhart
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Science and Society
from Ken Clayborn

All are welcome to participate in this adult group to view an educational Media
presentation followed by discussion.

The group voted to switch topics in late May. We will now be viewing the series of six
videos produced by PBS entitled “The Brain.” In the series, neuroscientist David
Eagleman explores the human brain revealing the ultimate story of us and why we
feel and think about the things we do. This ambitious project blends science with
innovative visual effects and compelling personal stories while addressing some big
questions. By understanding the human brain, we can come closer to understanding
humanity. Please join us.

On Tuesday June 10 at 2 PM in the Gathering Place we begin with episode 1: “What is
Reality?” Eagleman explores how the brain constructs our multi-sensory reality from
within the darkness of the skull. 

On Tuesday June 24 at 2PM in the Gathering Place we will examine the subject
“What Makes Me?” How the brain gives rise to our thoughts, emotions, our memories
and personality.

UUFE Board Meeting Summary from 5/20/25

Most of our building security equipment has arrived and installation is underway.
Members who have a building key and need access will be asked to contact
Chuck Bower for an alarm access code. Training will begin around June 8.
Remediation of the basements is complete. The Board has elected not to
reinstall a laminate floor. More discussion will continue to determine best steps
to solve our flooding issues.
The next Board meeting will be a transition meeting including new members
joining in July.

mailto:lg5573@aol.com
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Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

The poet T.S Eliot, in his poem “The Wasteland”, proclaimed: “April is the cruelest
month” and I believe he was correct. We had the largest hit to our Building and
Grounds budget that I can remember this April. We also had some bright spots that
kept us from going completely in the tank. The primary source of loss was the bill for
nearly $8,000 to Serve Pro to clean and disinfect the two basements after the flood
of late March and the bill for $1,800 to take out our nice vinyl floor in the north
basement, since it was totally ruined. In addition, we had payouts in April to M and
M fire safety and Bill Heating and Plumbing for annual service contracts. Thankfully,
we had a very successful fundraising auction which netted a total of $8,294 when we
add in two generous donations of $500 and $100 directed specifically to the
auction for a total of $19,062 in income including pledges and the final installment
of the p-line carryover from prepaid pledges in July last year. The total expenses for
the month were $21,814. Our balance against the budget was negative for April at
$2,751. We are still positive for the year at $2826. As of this writing, on May 21,
We appear to be on the road to recovery, but we still have 10 days left in May.
Cross your fingers.

RE Announcement
from Renee Ruocco

We would like to remind everyone that we are
collecting monetary and physical donations for
the Humane Society of Elkhart County. The
donation box is located in the entryway next to
Ivy Island. It has a slot for monetary donations
on one side and a slot for physical donations on
the other side.

We can accept clean used towels, blankets,
leashes, and collars, but NOT knit or zippered
blankets.

The kids will use the monetary donations to
purchase items from the HSEC Chewy.com
wishlist, and we will deliver all items when we
visit the facility this summer.

Thank you for helping our children serve our
community!



June 2025
Birthdays

*denotes event held off-site

sun mon tue wed thu fri sat

1
10am Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

2
Garage
Sale
donations
accepted
this week

3 4
6pm
Membership

5
6pm Yoga

6
Beth
LeFever
8am-4pm
Garage
Sale 

7
8am-4pm
Garage
Sale 

8
10am
Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

9 10
2pm
Science &
Society
7pm
Worship

11 12
130pm
Ladies
Euchre*
6pm Yoga

13 14
Social
Justice
event*

15
10am Service
Potluck

16 17
Judy
Gibson
6:30pm
Board

18 19
6pm Yoga

20
William
Becker
Gordon
Hostetler

21

22
Casey Weston
Emily Searles
10am
Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

23
Rev. Dan
Miyake

24
2pm
Science &
Society

25
11:30am
Feasters*

FOCUS
INFO DUE

26
6pm Yoga

27 28

29
10am
Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

30
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