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UU Ladies Euchre Games

Our ladies euchre group has been playing cards together since 2016 and we are
currently looking for new full time members or subs. We meet on the second
Thursday of every month at 1:30 and currently are playing with two tables. Games
are held at players homes or at the church and usually run until 4:30-5:00. The
hostess generally provides some refreshments and the individual cost per afternoon
is $2 which goes to the all around winners. If you are interested in joining this fun
group or have any questions, please call or email Linda Becker at 269-228-6236 or
lbecker10@earthlink.net.

Building and Grounds notice
If you need assistance on a matter, please come to Chuck Bower, Dwight Fish, or TJ
Shaum as the "Go-To" people. Let's give Ken Clayborn a break so he can focus on
Joan's needs.
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Imagination—A Survival Skill in Disguise

Dear UUFE,

I used to think imagination was just about crayons and cardboard boxes—something
kids did before they discovered taxes and cable news. But these days, I’ve come to
believe imagination is actually a survival skill. Maybe even a sacred one.

Let’s be real: life throws some curveballs. I’ve known heartbreak and
disappointment. I’ve sat with the heavy silence that follows deep loss. I’ve been told
“no” when I was trying my hardest to live my truth and do some good in the world.
And yet, here I am—writing to you as your minister. Still here. Still dreaming. Still
imagining.

Imagination is what carried me through some of the hardest times in my life—like
when I thought my dream of ministry was over, or when grief knocked the wind out
of me (again). And every time I thought I couldn’t go on, someone—often in a UU
congregation—helped me imagine that maybe I could.

Imagination isn’t escapism. It’s a seed of possibility. It’s the moment when you can
picture something better, even if you can’t quite see how to get there. It’s imagining
a world where everyone’s inherent worth and dignity really does matter. Where trans
folks like me aren’t just tolerated, but celebrated. Where our communities are places
of love, justice, and mutual care.

Some days, that kind of imagination feels like a stretch, especially with everything
happening in the world right now. But even when I don’t feel hopeful, I try to
practice hope. Like an act of imagination. Like lighting a candle in the dark—not
because it solves everything, but because it helps you see the next step.

So this month, I invite you to imagine boldly. Dream up new ways to connect, care,
and create. Imagine this congregation blooming in ways we haven’t even thought of
yet. Imagine the love we can offer—to each other, and to those who haven’t even
found us yet.

With abundant love and a bit of holy mischief,
Rev. Dan Miyake
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Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

Our pledge drive ended on April 7, 2025. We were a bit shy of our goal (95%) with
$85,300 pledged versus the target of $90,000. Thanks to Ron Gill, Linda Gill and
TJ Shaum for their able assistance (as the Stewardship Committee) with mailings,
design work for the flyers and follow up phone calls.

1.

We had a very successful service auction (Ooey Gooey Auction) on April 5. We
raised $8252. Unfortunately, we also spent nearly $10,000 cleaning up the water
and mold from the flood we had in both basements caused by the heavy rains on
March 31 and April 1.

2.

A budget for next fiscal year July 1, 2025- June 30, 2026, has been prepared and
approved by the board. It will be presented for congregational approval at the
Annual Meeting on May 18. Although we were not able to fulfill every
committee’s “thriving” wishes we believe it will be a workable budget.

3.

Brent Metzler is our local representative for our property insurance company,
Indiana Farm Bureau. He offers free customized seminars on estate planning as
an additional service to his clients. The seminar was held in the Gathering Place
on April 16 at 4:30 pm. We had nine interested individuals from UUFE.

4.

The most current financial figures are always posted on the bulletin board beside
the office door.

5.

UUFE Board Meeting Summary from 4/15/25

A preliminary Finance Committee budget was reviewed and approved to be
voted on by the Congregation at the annual meeting.
In March, the Board approved a Covenant of Right Relations draft developed by
Rev. Dan and the Committee on Shared Ministry. It was decided in April to
publicize this in a Focus article and include it on the annual meeting agenda.
The parking lot fencing (north and south sides) will be stained by an outside
contractor in May.
The Board voted to have ServePro dry and disinfect the basements after the
flooding earlier in April.
The Board held discussions with Rev. Dan to consider a shared intern minister
(with East Liberty) for the 2026-2027 church year, potentially using UUA
resources to fund the position. Discussions will continue in the coming months.
It was suggested that members of the UUFE Tech crew visit UU-East Liberty to
see how their tech systems for audio-video are configured and working.



UUFE Feasters

UU Feasters is a social outing for those interested in sharing a monthly luncheon
together. We meet on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 11:30 AM at various
area restaurants. Please consider coming and having a wonderful social time with
others from our Fellowship.

Upcoming Feasters destinations:
Wednesday, May 28 at Woochi Japanese Fusion, 119 N Michigan St, South Bend
Wednesday, June 25 at Old Style Deli, 200 S Main St Elkhart

Let Linda Gill know that you can come by the Monday prior to the luncheon so that
she can reserve adequate space for us. Contact her at 574-286-3091 or
lg5573@aol.com. 
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Science and Society
from Ken Clayborn

All are welcome to participate in this adult group to view an educational Media
presentation followed by discussion.

We have agreed to continue with the Ken Burns video based on Siddhartha
Mukherjee’s book entitled “Cancer: The Emperor of All Maladies” We will
continue hours 4 and 5 during May. We had to postpone the hour 4 session from
April due to unforeseen circumstances. Hour 4 will be presented on Tuesday,
May 13 at 2:00 PM in the Gathering Place. Hour 5 will be presented on May 27 at
2:00 PM in the Gathering Place.

These episodes discuss the discovery of the genetic basis of cancer in the late
1990’s which has helped oncologists discover more viable, precise treatments
and therapies for the many varieties of cancer. The title of hour 4 is “The Blind
Men and The Elephant”. It reviews some of the measures which are tried to
identify and isolate cures. Hour 5 picks up the story at a moment of buoyant
optimism in the cancer world: Scientists believe they have cracked the essential
mystery of the malignant cell, and the first targeted therapies have been
developed.

YOGA at UUFE
We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher.  She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.

mailto:lg5573@aol.com


1st Sunday, May 4 – 10:00 AM Rev. Mariah Martin
Geneele Crump will be the Worship Associate. Rev. Mariah never
disappoints and her subject of “Rest As Resistance” is based on a book
by that title.

2nd Sunday, May 11 – 10:00 AM Rev. Dan Miyake
Steve Cripe will be the Worship Associate. Come and hear Rev. Dan’s
Mother’s Day message. Rev. Dan’s messages seem to be getting better
and better.

3rd Sunday, May 18 – 10:00 AM Rev. Dan Miyake
Shari Mellin will be the Worship Associate. Lots of work is already
happening to make this service “come alive!”. There is a cast of many
in a presentation of “The Velveteen Rabbit” including child and adult
volunteers from UUFE. We will observe Joys and Sorrows and will
follow this service with our Potluck Carry-In.

4th Sunday, May 25 – 10:00 AM Rev. Carolyn Hunt
Steve Cripe will be the Worship Associate. We welcome back Rev.
Carolyn who always has an interesting and thought-provoking message
no matter the topic. This Sunday she will be her experiences as a Cub
Scout Leader. Character traits contained in the Scout manuals including
trustworthiness, loyalty, kindness, reverence, and obedience will be
illustrated. Our 4th Sunday candle will be observed in this service also.

***
Please stay for refreshments and discussion after the service around the coffee
tables in the Gathering Space. 3rd Sundays all are invited to stay and share in the
monthly potluck meal.

Sundays at UUFE
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Sunday Services Available on YouTube
Recordings of Sunday service videos are now uploaded to youtube at our channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1iE3eOKFfYQRYRBrdScsQQ

Sunday Morning Announcements
General announcements to the congregation should be submitted to Steve Cripe by
Thursday or Friday before the Sunday it is to be shared. Exceptions will be made for
emergencies and last minute critical items. Steve will get the information to the
worship associate.
Steve Cripe - Tri-Chair Worship Committee, stevecripe63@outlook.com 
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UUFE Care Team
The UUFE Community is served by our Care Team with supportive counseling and
other services. Current members are:

Pam Wycliff (coordinator), rn_pamela@yahoo.com
Mary Adams, createnjoy@yahoo.com        Jim Todd, JWTLEY2000@yahoo.com
Mary Perron, maryperron@yahoo.com     Oxana Werrbiansky, odubsky@comcast.net 
Peg Cook macpegcook@msn.com

Summary of Rev. Dan's schedule

Days off are Wednesday and Saturday

May 11: in person service at UUFE
May 12-16: available for virtual meetings and calls
May 18: in person service at UUFE
May 18-20: in person at our Learning Center/House or UUFE office
May 22-23: available for virtual meetings and calls

Rev. Dan’s email address for UUFE is RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com. 
Email is the preferable way to reach him. In emergencies, his phone is 937-397-7603.

Focus Editor: Katrina Konopinski
 Send information and suggestions for future issues to katskirx@gmail.com

Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In May, the meditation group will meet in the central office area on the following
Sundays: May 4, May 11, and May 25 at 11:45 am (after the service and
refreshments). The congregation will have a potluck lunch on May 18 after the
service so the meditation group will take a break from our schedule to enjoy the
lunch together. 

During the meditation group sessions, we discuss our meditation practices followed
by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually last about an hour. There is no
charge for this program, all are welcome.

mailto:rn_pamela@yahoo.com
mailto:createnjoy@yahoo.com
mailto:JWTLEY2000@yahoo.com
mailto:maryperron@yahoo.com
mailto:odubsky@comcast.net
mailto:macpegcook@msn.com
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Covenant on Right Relations:
What Is It, and Why We’re Voting On It at Annual Meeting

For the first time in UUFE’s history, members of the congregation will be asked at the
Annual Congregational Meeting on May 18 to approve and adopt a Covenant on
Right Relations. While it will be new for us, such covenants are commonplace in
Unitarian Universalist and other faith communities.

According to the Unitarian Universalist Association, “Developing a Covenant of Right
Relations is an important step in clarifying expectations and creating a safe
environment for congregations. ‘Covenant’ is Latin for ‘come together’ and means a
‘solemn agreement’ or ‘promise from the heart’ regarding a course of action between
parties.”

A Covenant of Right Relations is an expression of our most deeply held UU values,
centering love while also incorporating our beliefs on justice, interdependence,
pluralism and equity. It also is an important signal to our friends and visitors on what
we stand for.

To begin the process of drafting a Covenant of Right Relations, three congregational
feedback sessions were conducted in January in which the concepts were explained
and members provided their thoughts on what they would like to be included.

The Committee on Shared Ministry incorporated the feedback into the draft
proposal that you see below and is included in the Annual Meeting packet. The UUFE
Board approved this draft and is presenting it to the congregation for its approval.

Congregational approval is an important step in the process as this covenant is a
“solemn agreement” among each of us as members of this congregation.

Here is the proposed Covenant on Right Relations:

SAVE THE DATE : MAY 18
UUFE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING

Watch for announcements and additional documents in email.
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UUFE Covenant of Right Relations

As the community of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart, we believe that
Love is the Spirit of this church. We happily welcome all who come to join us no
matter who they are, what they believe, where they are from, what they look like, or
who they love. However, though we do welcome all, we do not welcome all
behaviors. We are guided by the beliefs and values set forth by the UUA
(https://www.uua.org/beliefs/what-we-believe). We strive for a safe, loving and caring
community free from bullying, aggression, discrimination, intolerance and
disrespect. Therefore, so that we may build the beloved community we seek, we
hereby covenant together to:

Honor the fact that the work of the church involves a significant investment of
time and energy of unpaid volunteers doing their best.  
Be respectful, friendly and welcoming to all members, visitors and staff. 
Be tolerant of other religious beliefs and views even if we do not agree.
Accept criticisms assuming good intent from others.
Honor the democratic process.
Be direct and thoughtful when conflicts or disagreements do arise and engage
with the other party in a respectful manner. Avoid triangulations and gossip in
relationships.
Cooperate with the Committee on Shared Ministry should a conflict need
mediation. Any member of the congregation may initiate contact with the
Committee on Shared Ministry.
Respect boundaries of others (mental, emotional, physical, spiritual).
Focus on healing, repairing harm, and restoring damaged relationships.
Listen to one another, especially in disagreement.
Acknowledge that appropriate behavior is a personal and shared responsibility
throughout our Fellowship.
Be honest.
Problem-solve together instead of placing blame.
Agree to abide by the Disruptive Persons Policy as set by the Board.
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May 2025
Birthdays

*denotes event held off-site

sun mon tue wed thu fri sat

1
6pm Yoga

2 3

4
10am Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation
1-3p Tarot
Exploration

5
Peg Cook

6 7
6pm
Membership

8
130pm
Ladies
Euchre*
6pm Yoga

9 10

11
10am
Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

12 13
2pm
Science &
Society
7pm
Worship

14
Olin
Zuercher

15
6pm Yoga

16 17

18
Willow Garcia
10am Service
Potluck
Congregational
Meeting

19 20
6:30pm
Board

21 22
6pm Yoga

23 24

25
10am
Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

26
FOCUS
INFO DUE

27
2pm
Science &
Society

28
11:30am
Feasters

29
6pm Yoga

30 31
Chris
French
Holly Reed
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