
How is Our Ministry Doing?
The Committee on Shared Ministry invites all members of the congregation to join us
in the important process of self-reflection. The evaluation of UUFE’s ministry, both
by professional staff and by lay members, is an important growth and learning tool.

Three sessions, open to all, are scheduled for the first week of April. The schedule is:

Noon, Sunday, April 6 (following worship service and coffee hour)

10 am, Tuesday, April 8

7 pm, Wednesday, April 9

What can you expect at these sessions? You’ll be asked about various aspects of
UUFE’s ministry (social justice, religious education, social activities, worship,
pastoral care, among other topics). Specifically, we encourage reflections of what
has gone well and what can be improved upon (and how).

Your answers will help us as lay leaders learn and envision our programs and
activities for the next year and beyond.

If you have any questions, don’t hesitate to contact any member of the Committee
on Shared Ministry -- Dwight Fish, Katrina Konopinski, Terry Mark, and Rev. Dan
Miyake.
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1st Sunday, April 6 – 10:00 AM   “The Power of Humor”
Presented by Rev. Dan Miyake. Worship associate: Geneele Crump

2nd Sunday, April 13 – 10:00 AM “Interconnectedness for Personal Wellness”
Presented by Angi Anders. Worship associate: Joan Clayborn

3rd Sunday, April 20 (EASTER) Joint Service with UUCEL
SPECIAL TIME at 10:30 AM
Worship associate: Shari Mellin. Rev. Dan Miyake will deliver a UU Easter message
in this combined service with our friends in Michigan. There will also be time
allotted for Joys and Sorrows.

4th Sunday, April 27 - 10:00 AM “Top Notch Dogs”
Presented by Christina Gates. Worship associate: Steve Cripe
Come for this special service introducing Top Notch Dogs. Learn the ministry and
awesomeness of service dogs in action. Our special guest will be Albert – a service
dog. We will also have the 4th Sunday candle for reflections on issues in the greater
community.

***
Please stay for refreshments and discussion after the service around the coffee
tables in the Gathering Space. 3rd Sundays all are invited to stay and share in the
monthly potluck meal.

Sundays at UUFE

Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In April, the meditation group will meet in the central office area on the following
Sundays: April 6, April 13, and April 27 at 11:45 am (after the service and
refreshments). The congregation will have a potluck lunch on April 20 after the
service so the meditation group will take a break from our schedule to enjoy the
lunch together. 

During the meditation group sessions, we discuss our meditation practices followed
by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually last about an hour. There is no
charge for this program, all are welcome.
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Sunday Morning Announcements
General announcements to the congregation should be submitted to Steve Cripe by
Thursday or Friday before the Sunday it is to be shared. Exceptions will be made for
emergencies and last minute critical items. Steve will get the information to the
worship associate.
Steve Cripe - Tri-Chair Worship Committee, stevecripe63@outlook.com 

UUFE Care Team
The UUFE Community is served by our Care Team with supportive counseling and
other services. Current members are:

Pam Wycliff (coordinator), rn_pamela@yahoo.com
Mary Adams, createnjoy@yahoo.com        Jim Todd, JWTLEY2000@yahoo.com
Mary Perron, maryperron@yahoo.com     Oxana Werrbiansky, odubsky@comcast.net 
Peg Cook macpegcook@msn.com

Summary of Rev. Dan's schedule

Days off are Wednesday and Saturday

March 31-April 4: available for virtual meetings and calls
April 6: in person service at UUFE
April 6-8: in person at our Learning Center/House or UUFE office
April 21-25: available for virtual meetings and calls
May 11: in person service at UUFE
May 12-16: available for virtual meetings and calls
May 18: in person service at UUFE
May 18-20: in person at our Learning Center/House or UUFE office
May 22-23: available for virtual meetings and calls

Rev. Dan’s email address for UUFE is RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com. 
Email is the preferable way to reach him. In emergencies, his phone is 937-397-7603.

Sunday Services Available on YouTube
Recordings of Sunday service videos are now uploaded to youtube at our channel

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1iE3eOKFfYQRYRBrdScsQQ

Focus Editor: Katrina Konopinski
 Send information and suggestions for future issues to katskirx@gmail.com
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The Ooey Gooey Auction Returns to UUFE!

SATURDAY APRIL 5 

4:00 PM: Dinner and drinks for a donation

You'll also be able to browse our media table for bargain books, DVDs and albums.

5:00 PM: Auction begins

Items for auction will include ooey gooey desserts, services, group dinners, art, and
various other items. 

Join Summer Institute 2025!

Unitarian Universalists from the MidAmerica Region are cordially invited to attend
Summer Institute, the annual all-ages camp. This year Summer Institute will take
place at Oberlin College in Ohio from July 7-12, 2025. The theme speaker is Rev.
Joanna Fontaine Crawford, speaking on the theme Live a Life on Fire: Change the
World with Your Love. Check out her tiktoks! 

Learn more about Summer Institute and past activities at their website and from
their video.

There are openings for folks to provide services to the SI community including RE
teachers, golf cart drivers, water play workshop leaders and more. The full list and
application form can be found on the CERSI website. Jobs come with a reduction in
your registration fee for Summer Institute — the amount varies, depending on how
much time the position takes. Applications will be accepted until all positions are
filled.

Registration opens mid-April, so be sure to check our website to see what workshops
will be offered and learn more about this year’s plans. Scholarship applications will
open at the same time.



SOCIAL JUSTICE REPORT

I think we are in full swing now.  Two recent political action events have been
considered a success; 1) the post card blitz to the White House on March 15 and, 2)
the Rudy Yakym protest last Friday, March 21 at his office in Mishawaka where there
were between 250-300 people.

Political Action will be much of our focus this year for obvious reasons.  A
communication table will be established in the Gathering Place by Sunday, April 13.
Lots more information to follow for the congregation on this one, but supplies and
information will be available for letter writing, telephone calls and general
information on groups and protests going on almost weekly now.

C. R. 9 spring clean up has been set for Saturday, April 26 with rain date May 3.

Don't forget the constant demand for food pantry items. Ken Clayborn has gift cards
and there is money in the budget to support this project. The Women's Shelter will
now be pulling items from these shelves periodically to help with their needs so
please continue to support this important project. This is a viable substitute for the
Blessing Bag project we have had to discontinue.

Many of the projects we will be suggesting to the congregation will be enhanced by
congregational support. The committee itself cannot begin to do by themselves
what we will be planning, so the more participation we can get from everyone, the
more successful our efforts will be.

We really look forward to help leading all of you wonderful people through these
difficult times and together we can weather the storm.

Respectfully,  Steve Cripe, Chair
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Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

Committee chairs were asked to submit their budgets to Ken Clayborn by March
15. This will allow time to collect all the inputs and come up with a budget to
present to the congregation for a vote at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, May 18.
We have received all but one of the budgets. This one was delayed due to
scheduling a contractor to provide a quote. The proposed budget will be
available for review at the April Board meeting on April 15.

1.

The Stewardship Committee (Ron and Linda Gill) is working to complete the
pledge drive. On March 9, Rev Miyake gave an excellent Stewardship program
based on this year’s heme: “Steadfast in Love and Hope”. It was very well
received. The mailings have been sent to those who did not pick up their pledge
forms at UUFE. We hope to have all the pledges and a final tally by April 1 so a
congregational budget can be prepared in time for the Annual Meeting on May
18.

2.

Brent Metzler is our local representative for our property insurance company,
Indiana Farm Bureau. He offers free customized seminars on estate planning as
an additional service to his clients. A sign-up sheet (along with an informational
sheet for these planning sessions) is on the Ivy Island in the foyer for anyone who
is interested. We have 12 interested individuals and we have scheduled a seminar
with Brent on April 17 in the sanctuary at 4:30 PM. Anyone else who is interested
is welcome to join the group.

3.

The most current financial figures are always posted on the bulletin board beside
the office door. If there are questions, please contact Ken Clayborn.

4.

UUFE Board Meeting Summary from 3/18/25

The installation of the new security system with inexpensive monitoring will
begin at the beginning of May to accommodate schedules.
A reasonably inexpensive quote for fence power washing and staining has been
procured and will likely be finished within this budget year.
A new Communications / Social Media policy has been discussed and drafted by
Terry Mark-Communications, and will be reviewed in April.
A Covenant of Right Relations draft has been developed by Rev. Dan and the
Committee on Shared Ministry, based on the inputs from the small group
meetings. The Board voted to move it forward for consideration by the
Fellowship and vote for adoption at the annual meeting in May.
Planning for the Ooey Gooey auction is proceeding. It will be held on April 5.
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UUFE Feasters

UU Feasters is a social outing for those interested in sharing a monthly luncheon
together. We meet on the fourth Wednesday of each month at 11:30 AM at various
area restaurants. Please consider coming and having a wonderful social time with
others from our Fellowship.

Upcoming Feasters destinations:
Wednesday, April 23 at Perkins, 107 Northpointe Blvd., Elkhart
Wednesday, May 28 at Woochi Japanese Fusion, 119 N Michigan St, South Bend
Wednesday, June 25 at Old Style Deli, 200 S Main St Elkhart

Let Linda Gill know that you can come by the Monday prior to the luncheon so that
she can reserve adequate space for us. Contact her at 574-286-3091 or
lg5573@aol.com. 
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Science and Society
from Ken Clayborn

All are welcome to participate in this adult group to view an educational Media
presentation followed by discussion.

We have agreed to continue with the Ken Burns video based on Siddhartha
Mukherjee’s book entitled “Cancer: The Emperor of All Maladies” We will continue
hours 3 and 4 during April. This is a six-hour program but will be presented in one-
hour segments. Hour 3 will be presented on Tuesday, April 8 and hour 4 will be
presented on Tuesday, April 22, both at 2:00 PM in the Gathering Place.

These episodes review the discoveries of the genetic component of cancer in the
late 1990’s which has helped oncologists discover more viable, precise treatments
and therapies for the many varieties of cancer. The title of this part of the series
“The Blind Men and The Elephant”

YOGA at UUFE
We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher.  She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.

mailto:lg5573@aol.com


April 2025
Birthdays

sun mon tue wed thu fri sat

1 2
6pm
Membership

3
6pm Yoga

4
Juniper
Weston

5
4pm 
OOEY
GOOEY
AUCTION

6
10am Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation
Noon 
Small group
Ministry
Discussion

7
Mike
Darnel

8
10am 
Small group

Ministry
Discussion
2pm
Science &
Society
7pm
Worship

9
7pm 
Small group

Ministry
Discussion

10
6pm Yoga

11 12
Beck
Unternahrer

13
Jess Galicia
Dwight Fish
10am
Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

14
Ceridwyn
Snow-Tveita

15
6:30pm
Board

16
Marijanne
Rauch

17
4:30pm
Estate
Planning
Seminar
6pm Yoga

18 19

20

10:30am
Service
Potluck

21
Bethany
McGill

22
2pm
Science &
Society

23
Bristol
Garber
Brooklyn
Garber
11:30am
Feasters

24
6pm Yoga

25
FOCUS
INFO DUE

26
9am CR9
Road
Clean-up

27
Chloe
Lawrence
10am
Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

28 29 30
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