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The Ooey Gooey Auction Returns to UUFE!

Save the Date! We will be having an Ooey Gooey Auction again, on Saturday April 5!

Plan for doors opening at 4 pm for food and socializing, and the auction starting
promptly at 5 pm. We will have dinner (soups, desserts, etc.) and drinks.

For those unaware of this famous UUFE tradition, until COVID we had annual
fundraising auctions that included ooey gooey desserts, services, group dinners, art,
and various other items. We are happy to announce that Dwight Fish will again be
our auctioneer. If you have questions, please call me or text (Chuck Bower!)

Auction Donations Needed

To donate an item, event, or service to the auction, please use the following Google
form: https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdbTZzx-
67wmBSPkoflUE7ecwO2DizvS3JiRMrT2EG LXROpQ/viewform?usp=header

To complete the form, you will need to provide an email address, name, item or
service name, a longer description of the item, and an approximate value.

Ooey Gooey Volunteers Needed

The auction always requires considerable assistance and support to make it run.
Please consider volunteering to help. We need people to "check out" those paying at
the end. We also need people to clean up afterwards. If you could bring bread, a
dessert, or anything that would go with soup, that would be fantastic.

Let Chuck Bower know how you can help!!!
574-361-6166 / chuckwb9@gmail.com
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Sundays at UUFE

1st Sunday, March 2 - 10:00 AM Darrin Palmer from UUCEL

Steve Cripe will be the WA. We welcome Darrin Palmer this morning in a pulpit
exchange from East Liberty Congregation. He will be speaking on “The Divine
Within The Mundane”. Come and support our Sister Congregation in Michigan.

2nd Sunday, March 9 -10:00 AM Rev. Dan Miyake

Shari Mellin will be the WA. This is Stewardship Sunday so Dan will be speaking
about our theme, “Steadfast In Love And Hope”. We will be kicking off the 2024-
2025 Pledge Drive — come and give UUFE a good start.

3rd Sunday, March 16 — 10:00 AM Rev. Izzy Hardin

Geneele Crump will be the WA. Welcome Rev. Izzy back to speak to us on
“What Do We Do Now?” Her messages always inspire so be sure to join us. We
will be sharing joys and sorrows during this service.

4th Sunday, March 23 - 10:00 AM Rev. Dan Miyake

Joan Clayborn will be the WA. “Love As A Sword And A Shield” will be Rev. Dan’s
topic this morning. He continues to support his messages with wonderful
readings and videos to enlighten us. We will have the 4th Sunday candle today.

5th Sunday, March 30 - 10:00 Rev. Cory Martin
Steve Cripe will be the WA. Rev. Cory joins us from the Elkhart County Jail
Chaplaincy Program. Come and hear his stories from this important ministry.

*k*k

Please stay for refreshments and discussion after the service around the coffee
tables in the Gathering Space. 3rd Sundays all are invited to stay and share in the
monthly potluck meal.

Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In March, the meditation group will meet in the central office area on Sunday March
2, March 9, March 23, and March 30 at 11:45 am. The congregation will enjoy a
potluck lunch on March 16 so the meditation group will take a break to enjoy the
lunch together.

During the meditation group sessions, we discuss our meditation practices followed
by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually last about an hour. There is ho
charge for this program, all are welcome.
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Sunday Services Available on YouTube
Recordings of Sunday service videos are now uploaded to youtube at our channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1liE3eOKFfYQRYRBrdScsQQ

Sunday Morning Announcements
General announcements to the congregation should be submitted to Steve Cripe by
Thursday or Friday before the Sunday it is to be shared. Exceptions will be made for
emergencies and last minute critical items. Steve will get the information to the
worship associate.
Steve Cripe - Tri-Chair Worship Committee, stevecripe63@outlook.com

UUFE Care Team
The UUFE Community is served by our Care Team with supportive counseling and
other services. Current members are:

Pam Wyecliff (coordinator), rn_pamela@yahoo.com
Mary Adams, createnjoy@yahoo.com Jim Todd, JWTLEY2000@yahoo.com

Mary Perron, maryperron@yahoo.com Oxana Werrbiansky, odubsky@comcast.net
Peg Cook macpegcook@msn.com

Summary of Rev. Dan's schedule

Days off are Wednesday and Saturday

Mar. 3-7: available for virtual meetings and calls.

Sunday, Mar. 9: in person service at UUFE.

Mar. 17-23: in person at our Learning Center/House or UUFE office.
Sunday, Mar. 23: in person service at UUFE.

Mar. 31-Apr. 4: available for virtual meetings and calls.

Rev. Dan’s email address for UUFE is RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com.
Email is the preferable way to reach him. In emergencies, his phone is 937-397-7603.

Focus Editor: Katrina Konopinski
Send information and suggestions for future issues to katskirx@gmail.com
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Science and Society
from Ken Clayborn

All are welcome to participate in this adult group to view an educational Media
presentation followed by discussion. This month continues with:

After consultation with the group, we have agreed to view the Ken Burns video
based on Siddhartha Mukherjee’s book entitled “Cancer: The Emperor of All
Maladies”. We will view the story in six, one-hour segments.

The new series begins Tuesday, March 11 at 2:00 PM in the Gathering Place.

The first segment will consist of a summary of the history of cancer from the first
recorded description, found in an ancient Egyptian scroll, and progressing
through early modern treatments including chemotherapy, surgical oncology and
radiation therapy.

On Tuesday March 25 at 2:00 PM, in the Gathering Place, we will continue with

the second session which includes a description of other early cancer treatments
which target cancer cells using nitrogen mustard and VAMP therapy.

UUFE Feasters

UU Feasters is a monthly social outing for those interested in sharing a meal and
visiting a variety of local resaurants. All are welcome, diners purchase their own
meals.

Wednesday 3/26/2025 - Los Cabos Mexican Grill & Bar, 3011 Belvedere Rd Suite 101,
Elkhart

If you plan on attending, or if you want to suggest a favorite or new restaurant,
please contact Linda Gill at 574-286-3091 or Lg5573@aol.com by the Monday prior
to the lunch.

YOGA at UUFE
We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher. She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.
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An Afternoon of Tarot Exploration

Join UUFE's Heart of the Circle CUUPS chapter for an engaging and informal afternoon
of Tarot exploration!

[* iy *|
17 Sunday, May 4

6 1:00-3:00PM
? UUFE

Whether you're a seasoned reader or just beginning your Tarot journey, this gatheringis an
opportunity to share knowledge, ask questions, and deepen your understanding of the
cards in a welcoming community setting.

@ What to Bring:

Your favorite Tarot deck

»
;'/I A notebook & pen
g Any bools or resources you love

% Most importantly—an open mind!

We'll provide tea and snacks. While this event is free, donations to Heart of the
Circle are warmly appreciated.

Come ready to learn, share, and connect in an informal, relaxed atmosphere.

For more information, contact Annette Long at InquisitiveOne23@yahoo.com.

We look forward to exploring the wisdom of the Tarot with you!
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Message from the Minister

| know I’'ve said this before, but these are anxious times. The air crackles with
uncertainty, the headlines churn our stomachs, and democracy itself feels as though it
is teetering on the edge. Many of us wake up each morning to check the news with a
mixture of dread and determination, wondering: What now? And some of us simply
choose to not engage with the news at all out of a need for self-preservation.

The threats to democracy we see unfolding—from attacks on voting rights to the erosion
of trust in our institutions—are not abstract. They are real, urgent, and deeply personal.
Many in our congregation feel the weight of these times in their bones. We worry for our
families, our freedoms, and the values we hold dear. The fear is not unwarranted, nor is
the anger. But as people of faith, we know that fear and anger alone cannot sustain us.

So what do we do?
We remain steadfast. Steadfast in love. Steadfast in hope. Steadfast in action.

Love is not passive. It is not a soft whisper that fades in the wind. Love is fierce. Love is
the voice that speaks up when others are silenced. Love is the hand that steadies
another in a storm. Love is the act of showing up—again and again—even when it feels
like the tide is against us.

Hope is not naive. It is not a fragile thing that crumbles at the first sign of trouble. Hope
is resilient. It is the fire that keeps burning, even when the night feels endless. Hope
reminds us that history bends, but only when we press our weight upon it.

And action—action is where love and hope meet. Our faith calls us to act. To organize, to
vote, to protect the most vulnerable, to refuse despair. Democracy is not a spectator
sport, and neither is Unitarian Universalism. We are called to engage, to resist, to repair.

| know many of you are exhausted. | know the uncertainty is daunting. But we are not
alone. We have each other. We have this community. And we have a faith that does not
surrender to fear, but instead turns steadfastly toward justice.

So let us hold each other close. Let us root ourselves in love and hope. And let us rise—
again and again—to meet this moment with courage. We are small in number, and it
might feel like we’re too small to make a difference, but we cannot afford to be
apathetic and inactive. Make a commitment. Today. Commit to do something to help
reign in these attacks on our democracy and our freedoms, be it contacting
congressional reps, writing letters, attending protests, or otherwise expressing and
living out our values. If we don’t, who will?

With Abundant Love,
Rev. Dan
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SOCIAL JUSTICE REPORT FOR FEBRUARY, 2025

The Social Justice Committee had a comprehensive meeting on February 16 to set forth
some plans of action for this summer and beyond.

The committee has gained two new members, Angi Anders and Ron Gill. They join myself,
Karen Cripe, Ken Clayborn, Oxana Werbiansky, and Pam Wycliff on the committee.

Since the Blessing Bags are no longer an option for UUFE, the SJ Committee decided to
expand our efforts with the Women’s Shelter Collection Box which is already in place. The
“wish list” from this group has been posted so you can see what items to contribute. Food
items can be taken from the food pantry as needed to supplement their distribution package
to the YWCA sponsored group, as the box fills. TJ Shaum and Geneele Crump will continue
to monitor this project.

We are now organized to address the political issues of the day with Angi and Pam putting
some guidelines together for us to follow as a committee and as a congregation. Be watching
for a permanent table to be established in the Gathering Place for people to support these
efforts with letter writing, etc. You will be receiving information soon on this on-going effort
the next four years.

Steve Cripe will be putting some things of interest together for the SJ Committee to
consider regarding Indigenous People. This is a follow-up from Rich Meyer’s service he gave
us last year.

Each of the SJ Committee members have some responsibilities now to put plans together
for this group’s functioning and outreach in the coming year. Stay tuned for what our work
will produce and much of it will be of the “invitational” type where you, as a congregation,
will be asked to participate if you so desire.

Women’s Shelter Wish List
Non-Food Items:

Combs / Brushes Deodorant for men and women
Blankets — any size Sheets — Twin size Pillows — always a need
Washcloths and Towels / Toothpaste
Shampoo / Conditioner / Body Wash / Black Hair Care Products
Baby Wipes, Diapers (All sizes) / Feminine Hygiene Products
iPhone and Android charger
Infant & Children’s Pajamas
Underwear and Socks: All sizes Men / Women / Children
Sweatpants / Sweatshirts adult men & women
Men’s clothing for teenagers and adults
Food Items: (these could be added to food pantry and taken
as needed for distribution to the women’s shelter)
Large vegetables / fruit / beans / Pasta / Rice / Cereal
Tuna or chicken in cans
Ketchup / Salad Dressing / Coffee creamer / Flour / Sugar
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UUFE Board Meeting Summary from 2/17/25

e The Board and Buildings & Grounds are working on a security system with
inexpensive monitoring.

e We will consider a future meeting and/or Sunday service with an individual from
Assembly Mennonite Church, who, with other churches in Goshen, are considering
and discussing reparations. This is very much in the early stages.

e The Board voted to renew Rev. Dan’s contract for another year, starting in August,
2025.

e Terry Mark has been asked to draft a Social Media policy, based on Board discussion
of parameters and guidelines related to church business or events. It will be
reviewed by the Communications/Tech committee and then the Board to approve.

e Rev. Dan provided the collection of feedback from the small group sessions about a
Covenent of Right Relations to both the Board and COM. A sub-committee of Board
members and COM will build a working draft for the Board to review prior to a vote
at the annual meeting.

Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

1.Committee chairs were asked to submit their budgets to Ken Clayborn by March 15.
This will allow time to collect all the inputs and come up with a budget to present to
the congregation for a vote at the Annual Meeting on Sunday, May 18. Steve Cripe
has submitted his input for the Social Justice Committee. The other inputs should
follow soon.

2.The Stewardship Committee (Ron and Linda Gill) has worked very hard to come up
with a theme as well as mailings and flyers to kick off this year’s pledge drive on
March 9. This will coincide with Rev. Miyake’s service that day to launch the program
for 2025-2026. The theme this year is “Steadfast in Love and Hope”. Members may
pick up their pledge letters that day in person at UUFE. Anyone not able to pick them
up that week will get a form, mailed to their home. We hope to have all the pledges
and a final tally by March 31 so that a congregational budget can be prepared in time
for the Annual Meeting on May 18.

3.Brent Metzler is our local representative for our property insurance company,
Indiana Farm Bureau. He offers free customized seminars on estate planning as an
additional service to his clients. A sign-up sheet (along with an informational sheet
for these planning sessions) is on the Ivy Island in the foyer for anyone who is
interested. We now have at least 8 interested individuals. We will reach out to Brent
and find a suggested day and time for the seminar to be held at UUFE. We will target
for an early evening program.

4.The most current financial figures are always posted on the bulletin board beside the
office door. If there are questions, please contact Ken Clayborn.
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March 2025

Birthdays
sun mon tue wed thu fri sat
1
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Judy Darnel 6pm 6pm Yoga Susie
10am Service Membership Holzshuh
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
Donna Clifton 2pm 6pm Yoga
10am Science &
Service Society
Coffee Hr 7pm
11:45am Worship
Meditation
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
Ray Enfield 6:30pm Darlene 6pm Yoga Renee Annette
10am Service Board Eddy Ruocco Long
Potluck Jacquie Karen
Social Justice Friend Fisette
meeting Lucas
Whitmer
23 24 25 26 27 28 29
10am FOCUS Pat Art Beutler 6pm Yoga
Service INFO DUE Weigold 11:30am
Coffee Hr 2pm Feasters
11:45am Science &
Meditation Society
30 31
Georgiann
James
10am
Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation
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