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February 2025
Sundays at UUFE

1st Sunday, February 2 - 10:00 AM “Meat Picnic”

Presented by Pastor Mariah Martin. Shari Mellin is the worship associate.

Pastor Martin will deliver a thought-provoking sermon on biblical inclusion,
according to the story in Acts 10, Peter and the sheet of clean and unclean animals,
as well as the baptism of Cornelius, the Roman official.

2nd Sunday, February 9 - 10:00 AM “OWLS Club of Elkhart - Senior to Senior”
Presented by Terry Kaser from the Owls Club. Steve Cripe is the worship associate.
Marva Netherland will also be joing us on the piano today. Terry will be sharing
about the Owls Club as well as personal testamonies of his positive experiences
with this non-partisan organization for seniors.

3rd Sunday, February 16 - 10:00 AM “Mardi Gras”

Presented by Rev. Dan Miyake. Joan Clayborn is the worship associate.

Rev. Dan will lead us in an intergenerational service surrounding the many elements
of Mardi Gras with some hands-on participation by everyone. This will be Joys &
Concerns Sunday hosted by Geneele Crump.

4th Sunday, February 23 - 10:00 AM “Twice Told Tales”

Presented by Ken Smith. Geneele Crump is the worship associate.

Guest speaker Ken Smith asks the question, “When we retell our old stories, do we
drive our listeners crazy or do we renew the quest for meaning in our lives?” We will
have the 4th Sunday candle honoring news from the greater community hosted by
Geneele Crump.

*k*k

Please stay for refreshments and discussion after the service around the coffee
tables in the Gathering Space. 3rd Sundays all are invited to stay and share in the
monthly potluck meal.



Sunday Services Available on YouTube
Recordings of Sunday service videos are now uploaded to youtube at our channel
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC1liE3eOKFfYQRYRBrdScsQQ

Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In February, the meditation group will meet in the central office area on Sunday
February 2, February 9, and February 23 at 11:45 am. The congregation will enjoy a
potluck lunch on February 16 so the meditation group will take a break to enjoy the
lunch together.

During the meditation group sessions, we discuss our meditation practices followed
by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually last about an hour. There is ho
charge for this program, all are welcome.

Sunday Morning Announcements
General announcements to the congregation should be submitted to Steve Cripe by
Thursday or Friday before the Sunday it is to be shared. Exceptions will be made for
emergencies and last minute critical items. Steve will get the information to the
worship associate.
Steve Cripe - Tri-Chair Worship Committee, stevecripe63@outlook.com

UUFE Care Team
The UUFE Community is served by our Care Team with supportive counseling and
other services. Current members are:

Pam Wycliff (coordinator), rn_pamela@yahoo.com
Mary Adams, createnjoy@yahoo.com Jim Todd, JWTLEY2000@yahoo.com

Mary Perron, maryperron@yahoo.com Oxana Werrbiansky, odubsky@comcast.net
Peg Cook macpegcook@msn.com

Summary of Rev. Dan's schedule

Days off are Wednesday and Saturday

Feb. 10-11: available for virtual meetings and calls

Feb. 13-18: in person at our Learning Center/House or UUFE office
Sunday, Feb. 16: in person service at UUFE.

Rev. Dan email address for UUFE: RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com. Email is the preferable
way to reach him. In emergencies, his phone is 937-397-7603.
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Science and Society
from Ken Clayborn

All are welcome to participate in this adult group to enjoy an educational Media
presentation followed by discussion. This month continues with:

Human: The World Within

(2021 Documentary series)

Explore the incredible universe inside each of us. An examination of diverse personal
stories from around the world reveals how our lives, passions and goals are powered
by the amazing systems that define our biology as a species.

Tuesday, February 11 at 2 pm in the Gathering place:

“Defend” (Episode 4, 53 minutes)

A look at a nature survivalist, a doctor who survived Ebola, and the recipient of a
cutting-edge cancer therapy to uncover the wildly advanced biology that keeps us
alive against all odds. This is a story about the ability of the body to help heal itself.

Tuesday, February 25 at 2 pm in the Gathering Place:

“Sense” (Episode 5, 53 minutes)

Explore the interesting world of human sensation and how it helps us define our
reality. Uncover the stories of a figure skating team, a perfumer, a cave explorer, and
a musician to understand how different ways of sensing the world can create a vivid
and unique picture of the world.

UUFE Feasters

UU Feasters is a monthly social outing for those interested in sharing a meal and
visiting a variety of local resaurants. All are welcome, diners purchase their own
meals.

Wednesday 2/26/2025 - Jade Garden, 1308 S Nappanee, Elkhart
Wednesday 3/26/2025 - Los Cabos Mexican Grill & Bar, 3011 Belvedere Rd Suite 101,
Elkhart

If you plan on attending, or if you want to suggest a favorite or new restaurant,
please contact Linda Gill at 574-286-3091 or Lg5573@aol.com by the Monday prior
to the lunch.

YOGA at UUFE
We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher. She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.
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Board of Trustees Update
from Laura Snow, president

Twenty twenty-five looks to be shaping up into interesting times. The Board started
off with continuing discussion on the progress of improving our building's security.
Chuck, Dwight, and Ken, as part of Buildings & Grounds, have been spear-heading
this process. The Board reviewed the pros and cons of two different security
services. The new motion-sensor light is helping to provide better security as it
alerted Ken to someone sleeping on our porch again. Our next step with this sleeper
will be a call to the police. Ken also provided the Board with information on the
furnace system check.

It was brought to the Board's attention that our Religious Education Committee is
struggling. Volunteers are critically needed, both as Sunday teachers for our kids
and as committee participants. The Board recognizes that many of our members are
wearing several different hats within the congregation; we are stretched thinin
areas. Yet if we are to succeed into the future, all of us need to come together to
help out as we can. Volunteers for RE are needed; please consider helping out.

Older business reflected progress updates in several areas. The initial Googles Suite
workshop was well attended. Geo Warner and Kasey Weston did a great job of
providing training on basic structure for our new digital records. A second training
will be scheduled as soon as our non-profit status is accepted. The BUUMs held their
first social gathering that was well attended. Fun was had by attendees and planning
the Ooey-Gooey Auction 2.0 was brought up by John Dolezal. Chuck will be
organizing a planning meeting soon and soup will be the main choice for the meal.
Chuck also held a COW meeting with committee chairs to prepare committee
budgets for the Annual Meeting.

The Board discussed shared minister AND congregation evaluation processes. Terry
Mark, the chair for the Committee on Shared Ministry was in attendance. COSM will
head up the evaluation process this spring utilizing an "Appreciative Inquiry" format
for small groups to use. The Board voted to extend Reverand Dan's contract for
another year, 2025-2026.

Due to a family emergency with Erica's father, several agenda items were tabled that
required input from Rev. Dan. Our thoughts and blessings are with Rev. Dan and
Erica.

4/8



New business saw some good discussion on three topics: Social media policy, Arden
Shenk and reparations, and post-Covenant of Right Relations small groups. First, our
social media presence is actually rather minimal with Facebook being the most
popular platform. It was noted that UUFE Peeps, our private FB group, was being
spammed with non-UUFE event posts. Terry Mark informed the Board that Peeps
was originally set up for event communication. The Communication committee will
be asked to draw up a short policy on usage both as a way to provide some security
and to make sure that events and UUFE related communication remain the focus of
UUFE Peeps. Other social media platforms were briefly discussed.

Secondly, Terry asked to speak to the Board about a conversation he had with Arden
Shank about his congregation, Assembly Mennonite Church. AMC is engaging in a
process of reparations. Arden approached Terry about whether or not UUFE would
be interested in this subject. After some discussion, the Board agreed that this is a
subject worth exploring, however, more information is needed. Terry agreed to
speak with Arden to possibly come speak to us either as a Sunday message or
workshop meeting.

Thirdly, we discussed post-Covenant of Right Relations small group sessions, even
though Rev. Dan was not present. The first two meetings had disappointing turnouts,
though the Saturday meeting had 9 attendees. After some talk, it was decided that
at least one more small group discussion would be valuable as well as some
clarification as to what the next steps after information gathering will be. The
possibility of a service on this subject was suggested.

Finally, the Board tackled Nominating committee's job of filling open spots and
selecting the Stewardship committee. Names were discussed for potential
candidates, particularly for Stewardship. One last question was brought up about
dropping our shared plate with the Jail Chaplaincy while having them reach out to
do a service with us. It was determined that a service could still move forward, even
if we no longer have them in our shared plate rotation.

The Board was finally adjourned!
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Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

1.0n January 19, Chuck Bower convened a meeting of the Committee of The Whole
(COW) to discuss budget requests for the upcoming fiscal year (July 2025-June
2026). The chairs were asked to submit their budgets to Ken Clayborn by March
15. This will allow time to collect all the inputs and come up with a budget to
present to the congregation for a vote at the Annual Meeting on Sunday May 18.

2.We had the kitchen and pass-through overhead lights replaced with flat panel
LED which are dimmable, and they have a setting to allow us to change the light
color from cool white to warm white. We also had a motion sensing outside light
installed for the Gathering Place entry way. In addition, timers are now installed
for the light switches for the parking lot lights. This will allow us to set them up
and leave without having to wait to manually turn the lights off after an evening
event. The bill for all this work was paid in January and came to $1000.00.

3.0ur second installment of the annual property insurance was paid on January 5,
2025 ($3385). Our insurance agent is Brent Metzler. He offers free customized
seminars on estate planning as an additional service to his clients. A sign-up
sheet for these planning sessions is on the Ivy Island in the foyer for anyone who
is interested. When we get six or more signed up, we will get with Brent and
schedule a session.

4.The most current financial figures are always posted on the bulletin board beside
the office door. If there are questions, please contact Ken Clayborn.
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February 2025

Birthdays
sun mon tue wed thu fri sat
1
Mary
Houston
5pm
CUUPs:
Imbolc
2 3 4 5 6 7 8
10am Service 6pm Andrea
Coffee Hr Membership Houghton
11:45am 6pm Yoga
Meditation
9 10 11 12 13 14 15
10am Erica Kelly Laura
Service 2pm Snow
Coffee Hr Science & 6pm Yoga
11:45am Society
Meditation 7pm
Worship
16 17 18 19 20 21 22
10am Service Lee 6:30pm 6pm Yoga Tamara FOCUS
Potluck Burdorf Board Ciszczon INFO DUE
Social Justice
meeting
23 24 25 26 27 28
10am 2pm 11:30am 6pm Yoga
Service Science & Feasters
Coffee Hr Society
11:45am
Meditation

Send information and suggestions for future issues to katskirx@gmail.com
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