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Holiday Party December 14, 3pm

Please set aside Saturday, December 14 for a holiday party. We will have it from 3 to
5 or 6pm, and have games, cards, holiday music, and refreshments. We will set up a
TV with a holiday movie for kids. Starting at 3 allows for daytime driving, and if your
job has an evening party, you can attend that as well. Let's have a relaxing time of
community together. Planners include Pam Wycliff, Dwight Fish, Oxana Werbiansky,
Terry Mark, Shari Mellin, and Chuck Bower. More details will come in future weekly
emails and Sunday announcements.




Sundays at UUFE

1st Sunday, December 1 -10:00 AM Harpist Anna Hagen presents service

Join us for another return visit from Anna who always shares here stories and
music in a most inspiring and uplifting manner. Geneele Crump will be the WA
and will present a story for all ages. Join us afterwards in the Gathering Place for
fellowship and refreshments.

2nd Sunday, December 8 - 10:00 AM “UU’s Are Funny People”

Come and hear Dan and Sharon Wiseman lift our spirits with laughter and fun. Marva
Netherland will join in with some fun music also. Geneele Crump is the WA. Join us
afterwards in the Gathering Place for fellowship and refreshments.

3rd Sunday, December 15 - 10:00 AM “Children’s Pageant”

Rev. Dan will put a service together involving all of our kids so be prepared to see
THE GREATEST PAGEANT EVER. Shari Mellin will be the WA. Monthly potluck
following the service, all are encouraged to stay for a community meal.

4th Sunday, December 22 - 10:00 AM “What One Person Can Do”

We won’t be disappointed as Karen Kehr will be presenting an inspiring message.
Chuck Bower will be the WA. We will observe 4th Sunday candle with Geneele and
refreshments in the Gathering Place following the service.

Christmas Eve Service - Tuesday, December 24 - 5:00 PM
UUCEL/UUFE virtual with Rev. Dan leading our worship at UUFE. Shari Mellin will be
the WA.

5th Sunday, December 29 - 10:00 AM Topic TBD with Rev. Dan
Steve Cripe will be the WA. Join us after worship for fellowship and refreshments in
the Gathering Place. 2024 will be fast approaching it’s end.

Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In December, the meditation group will meet in the central office area on Sunday
December 1, December 8, December 22, and December 29 at 11:45 am. The
congregation will enjoy a potluck lunch on December 15 so the meditation group will
take a break from our meditation schedule to enjoy the lunch together.

Generally, during the meditation group sessions, we discuss our meditation
practices together followed by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually
last about an hour. There is no charge for this program, all are welcome.
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Come join CUUPS for our annual ritual of the longest
night of the year with a lovely meditation deepening
into silence with a joyful heralding of ringing in the
light returning...

Yuletide Winter Solstice Ritual
Saturday, December 21

The Winter Solstiee. _ Doors open at 5pm

B Ritual starts around 5:30pm (pagan time)

Please bring a winter dish to share
and something to drink for all,
along with a cup of cheer and joy
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Science and Society
from Ken Clayborn

Since December is usually busy, we will scale back to only one session for our
Science and Society programs this month. We will meet on December 17 th at 2:00
PM in the Gathering Place to enjoy the last session of the three-part series titled
“Human: The World Within” (We will be back to the normal two session monthly
programming in January)

Human: The World Within

Explore the incredible universe inside each of us. An examination of diverse personal
stories from around the world reveals how our lives, passions and goals are powered
by the amazing systems that define our biology as a species.

December 17 - Part 3: Fuel

Through the lives of a religious faster, an ultra-marathon runner, a farmer and a
young girl attempting to conquer her allergies, we review the processes which take
place in the human digestive system to fuel our bodies so that we can continue to
perform at an optimum level.

Feasters
Wednesday, December 18 at 11:30 AM
Das Dutchman Essenhaus, 240 US Highway 20, Middlebury

UU Feasters is a monthly social outing for those interested in sharing a meal and
visiting a variety of local resaurants. All are welcome, diners purchase their own
meals. RSVP with Mary Adams by the Monday prior to the lunch at
createnjoy@yahoo.com so a group reservation can be made.

Note that the November and December dates are for the third Wednesday to avoid
conflict with holidays. We will revert to the fourth Wednesdays in January.

Social Justice Committee
from Steve Cripe, Chair

Continue to support our food pantry. Ken Clayborn has gift cards to local grocery
stores that you can use for shopping if you so desire.

The mitten tree for Christmas will be put up Saturday, November 23 so we will have
four weeks to gather gloves, mittens, scarves, stocking caps, etc., to hang on the tree
to be distributed to the Women’s Shelter in Elkhart the week of Christmas.
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Message from the Minister: The Year That Was

Greetings Friends,

The Holidays are once again upon us, and many are busily preparing for a variety of
festivities. There’s shopping, and decorating, and cooking, and planning, and parties, and in-
laws, and family gatherings, and excited children to manage. No wonder that the hustle and
bustle of the season often gives us little time to reflect on the events of the past year, and
consider what the new year might bring.

Looking back, this year was both challenging and fruitful. We successfully navigated the
complex task of partnering with a new congregation and sharing my ministry with you. We
held our first joint worship service with the UU Church of East Liberty in September, which,
thanks to our amazing tech crew, turned out very well! We setup meetings with leadership
from both congregations to regularly discuss what was happening and what needed to be
done to ensure a smooth transition, and | began leading two Soul Matters Small Groups in
October.

Besides all that, we have had some amazing worship services over the course of the year,
many of them being lay led. And we were blessed to have welcomed several new members
into our beloved community! There’s definitely a new kind of energy permeating our
gatherings, and it is an awesome feeling. I’'m also so thankful that we have experienced little
conflict within the congregation. | can’t tell you how rare that is, and proves that this is,
indeed, a special place.

Yet, there have been some difficult times as well, as we all know. The most recent serious
health issues of some of our beloved members has been on all of our minds. However, | am
so grateful for the outpouring of love and support everyone gave these folks during this
unimaginably difficult time. Thank you all for your love and support.

Outside of our walls, we’ve seen ongoing gun violence in our country. Mass shootings
happen almost every day, yet nothing is being done to fix the problem. Then there’s the
Russian invasion of Ukraine that seems never-ending, and now the war between Israel and
Hamas has claimed the lives of thousands of people and caused an increase in antisemitism
and attacks on Jews here at home. And let’s not forget the conservative push to enact a
record number of anti-LGBTQ+ bills and laws, the overturning of Roe v Wade, and, of course,
the results of the presidential election has many of us reeling. The violence and divisiveness
in our country now is frightening. But despite all this, we know one thing for certain - UUFE
is our haven against the storm where we can come together in peace and try to make the
world a better place.

What will the new year bring? | don’t know. But | do know that we will continue to thrive. | do
know that we can continue to be peacemakers whenever we are able and help make our
little piece of the world a better place. | do know that we will touch lives, change lives, and
offer our love and support to those that need it. This is who we are. No matter what the
future holds, | am confident that we will meet any challenge with strength and resilience,
and we will celebrate with joy our achievements.

Wishing you and yours peace, joy, and love this holiday season.

Rev. Dan
5/10



Transition Team update and Rev. Dan's schedule:
From Chuck Bower for the Transition Team (Dwight Fish, Carl Rust, and Chuck) and Rev. Dan Miyake

Summary of Rev. Dan's schedule:

Dec. 9-13 Available for UUFE virtual meetings and calls.

Sunday, Dec. 15 In-person service at UUFE

Dec. 16-17 In-person at our Learning Center/House or UUFE office.

Dec. 23 Available for UUFE virtual meetings and calls

Tuesday, Dec 24 Christmas Eve service at UUFE, joint, virtual service with Clark Lake
Dec. 26-27 Available for UUFE virtual meetings and calls

Sunday, Dec. 29 In-person service at UUFE

Jan. 13-17 In-person at our Learning Center/House or UUFE office

Sunday, Jan. 19 In-person service at UUFE

Jan. 27-31 Available for UUFE virtual meetings and calls.

Rev. Dan's days off are Wednesday and Saturday.

Rev. Dan email address for UUFE: RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com. Email is the preferable
way to reach him. In emergencies, his phone is 937-397-7603. The Transition Team
works with the Unitarian Universalist Church of East Liberty located in Clarklake to
ensure smooth communication as we share our minister.

UUFE Care Team
The UUFE Community is served by our Care Team with supportive counseling and
other services. . Current members are Pam Wycliff (coordinator /
rn_pamela@yahoo.com), Mary Adams, Jim Todd, Mary Perron, and Emily Morrison.

YOGA at UUFE

We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher. She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.

Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

1.We have one outstanding obligation to Tony Yoder Construction for work they
did on the deck at the Ministers house, but he has not sent an invoice yet since
we had some issues with the project scope.

2.The most current financial figures are always posted on the bulletin board beside
the office door. If there are questions, please contact Ken Clayborn.

6/10


mailto:RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com
mailto:rn_pamela@yahoo.com

UUFE members traveled to Coldwater Michigan to eat lunch with members from
UUCEL (Universalist Unitarian Church of East Liberty), which we know as Clark Lake.
Carolee Searles, Emily Morison, Ken Clayborn, Dwight Fish, Oxana Werbiansky, Karen
Kehr, and Chuck Bower joined 12 members from Clark Lake on November 13th for a
joyful get together. It was a great opportunity to become more acquainted and
explore all the similarities of our spiritual communities. We look forward to more
opportunities to share community and fellowship in the future. PS. One interesting
fact. UUCEL began as a Universalist Society in 1856 and is 168 years old!
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WhaleCoast Alaska is once again offering two unique Alaskan tours next summer that
are a fundraiser for four UU congregations in Alaska. The tours offer a more
authentic and spiritual Alaskan travel experience and an opportunity to connect
with Alaskan UUs. --from tour director Maya Kaup

It is a wonderful trip that Mary Perron, Jim Todd and | made in 2016 and really loved!
It had great travel companions, wonderful sights and a great sense of community -
all for areasonable price. --from UUFE member Mary Adams

— WhaleCoast Alaska 2025
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Experience a unique and awe-inspiring UU Alaska tour!

National Parks Tour - June 14-24, 2025 - $4,150
All-Alaska Tour - July 18-30, 2025 - $5,150

Our 31st Year!

Spectacular wildlife and views

Native Alaskan culture and history
Alaska’s finest museums, attractions,
and experiences

Travel on the Alaska Railroad

UU homestays and dinner parties
Hiking, canoeing, and rafting options
See Denali National Park and glaciers

Website: whalecoastak.org Tour Director: Maya Kaup, Anchorage UU
and Alaska travel enthusiast Email: info@whalecoastak.org
Hurry! Each tour sells out when 40 guests register



https://whalecoastak.org/

December 2024

Birthdays
sun mon tue wed thu fri sat
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
Geneele Crump Gloria 6pm 6pm Yoga
10am Carney Membership
Service Francisco
Coffee Hr Avila
11:45am
Meditation
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
10am Service 7pm 6pm Yoga Patty Ron Gill
Coffee Hr Worship French 3pm
11:45am Holiday
Meditation Party
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
10am Service Don 11:30am 6pm Yoga 530p
Potluck Wycliff Feasters CUUPs
2pm Yule Ritual
Science & FOCUS
Society INFO DUE
6:30pm
Board
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
10am Courtney
Service Whitmer
Coffee Hr 6pm Yoga
11:45am
Meditation
29 30 31
10am Stacey Zanzer
Service James Anderson
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

Send information and suggestions for future issues to katskirx@gmail.com

Editor: Katrina Konopinski
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