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Message from the Minister

Greetings One and All!

Here we are at the start of a new church year. | always experience a sense of
excitement in September - it seems like there are endless possibilities and
opportunities to explore! Even when | was a kid, | eagerly looked forward to shopping
for school supplies and new clothes. Maybe, just maybe, this year, | thought to
myself, | would be one of the cool kids! Everything was still possible in September.

This year, that feeling is even more intense. Besides the normal things that are done
each year at this time - the Ingathering and Water Communion service, the RE
startup, committees regrouping and planning for the year, etc., this year we have the
new reality of me being around half the time and being in relationship with the UU
Church of East Liberty. Big changes!

However, with big changes come bigger possibilities and opportunities. First of all, |
plan on having some joint worship services with the East Liberty congregation during
the year. They will join us on Zoom and be full participants. Our first joint service will
be on September 15, when we will hold a joint Water Communion ceremony. Be sure
to bring your water that day! Note that the service will start at 10:30, not 10:00!

Another great opportunity that presents itself is the ability to participate in Adult RE
classes together with our East Liberty friends. | plan on leading a class this fall. Dates
and times will be announced soon.

A third opportunity for connection is to participate in Small Group meetings using
the themes of Soul Matters. Small groups will be forming this month, with the plan of
beginning in early October. I’ll let you know the details as | receive them.
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There are other possibilities as well. Perhaps, we can work on some joint Social
Justice Issue or share resources. The sky’s the limit! Whatever we end up doing
together, | hope our experiences are full of meaning, joy, and love, and that both
congregations build lasting relationships.

Finally, | would like everyone to know that even if | am not in Elkhart in person, | am
still available to you for conversations. Whether you need pastoral care, have a
concern, have an idea, or something else, please know you can reach out to me. The
best way to reach me is via email, though you can call or text me as well. My email is
RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com. My phone number is 937-397-7603. If | don’t pick up,
please leave a voicemail.

Here’s to a wonderful year together!
Rev. Dan

Transition Team update and Rev. Dan's schedule:

We welcomed Rev. Dan Miyake to UUFE and our pulpit on August 25. We are
fortunate to have our part-time minister in place. You don't need to go through the
Transition Team to contact him. Rev. Dan will be using the following email address
specifically for UUFE: RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com. EMAIL is the preferable way to
reach him, and his phone is 937-397-7603. Of course, he will always be available in
emergencies.

Rev. Dan's days off are Wednesday and Saturday.
September/October Schedule:

9/9-13 Available for UUFE virtual meetings and calls
Sunday, 9/15 In Clark Lake, with shared virtual service with UUFE
Sunday, 9/22 In-person service at UUFE

9/23-27 In-person at our Learning Center or UUFE office
9/30-10/4 Jury Duty in Clark Lake (possibly unavailable)
Sunday, 10/6 In-person service at UUFE

10/7-8 In-person at our Learning Center or UUFE office
10/10-11 Available for UUFE virtual meetings and calls
Sunday, 10/20 In-person service at UUFE

10/21-22 In-person at our Learning Center or UUFE office

10/28-11/1 Study Leave (generally unavailable)
2/10


mailto:RevDan.UUFE@yahoo.com

Sundays at UUFE

1st Sunday, September 1-10:00 AM “ The End of The World - NOT!”
Presented by Don Wycliff. Worship Associate is Joan Clayborn. This will be
Don’s third message and he will be sharing two more chapters from his book in
progress. To hear this story from one of our own is very special indeed. Thank
you, Don.

2nd Sunday, September 8 - 10:00 AM “You Are The Light ‘Cause | Said So!”
Presented by Dwight Fish. Worship associate is Steve Cripe. This will be a special
presentation about Dwight’s recent vacation trip to the great Northwest. He has
some surprises planned, with the kids invited to stay for the entire service.

3rd Sunday, September 15 - 10:30 AM “Ingathering/Water Communion”
Presented by Rev. Dan Miyake. Worship associate is Shari Mellin. This will be
the first joint virtual service from UUCEL. Please note different starting time. We
will be having Joys And Sorrows. Additional information on page 4.

4th Sunday, September 22 - 10:00 AM “Invitation And The Grace Of

Acceptance” Presented by Rev. Dan Miyake. Worship associate is Geneele Crump.
This will be Rev. Dan’s second in person message and we look forward to getting to
know him more each Sunday. The fourth Sunday candle will be shared.

5th Sunday, September 29 - 10:00 AM “Nature Deficit Disorder” Presented by Carl

Rust. Worship associate is Shari Mellin. Join our very own Carl for an interesting
presentation on nature and his involvement with Woodlawn Nature Center.

*k*k

Please stay for refreshments and discussion after the service around the coffee
tables in the Gathering Space. 3rd Sundays all are invited to stay and share in the
monthly potluck meal.

Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In September the meditation group will meet in the central office area on Sunday
September 1, September 8, September 22, and September 29 at 11:45am after the
service. The congregation will enjoy a potluck lunch on September 15 so the group
will take a break from our meditation to enjoy the lunch together.

Generally during the meditation group session, we discuss our meditation
practices together followed by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually
last about an hour. There is no charge for this program, all are welcome.
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Ingathering and Water Communion Service

Our annual Ingathering and Water Communion service will be held on Sunday,
September 15. This service gives us the opportunity to come together as a
community after our summer adventures and serves to kick off the new church year!
This intergenerational service will be held jointly with the UU Church of East Liberty
in Michigan — Rev. Dan’s other congregation.

Please note that this service will begin at 10:30, not 10:00!

For those new to UUism, the Water Communion was first used at a Unitarian
Universalist worship service in the 1980s. During the ceremony, members and
friends bring to the service a small amount of water from a place that is special to
them or a place that they visited over the summer. During the appointed time in the
service, people one by one pour their water together into a large bowl. As the water
is added, the person who brought it tells why this water is special to them. The
combined water is symbolic of our shared faith coming from many different sources.
The water is then blessed, and later boiled and used as the congregation’s holy
water in child dedication ceremonies and similar events.

We hope you are able to join us for this festive occasion, and don’t forget to bring
your water!

August 25 Coffee Hour
Welcome Celebration for Rev. Dan
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YOGA at UUFE

We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher. She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.

Science and Society
from Ken Clayborn

Presentations will be at 2:00 PM in the Gathering Place on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday
of each month. We will continue the 6-part PBS series: “A Brief History of the
Future” presented by futurist Ari Wallach. The episodes last about an hour.

A Brief History of The Future

Episode 3: “Once Upon A Time”

September 10 at 2 PM in the Gathering Place

How do the stories we tell shape the boundaries of our beliefs about what is
possible? From the dawn of time, stories are how humans have made sense of

the world. This episode emphasizes the fundamental role stories play in our lives,
our inclination towards dystopian narratives, and the potential for bigger, better
stories to unleash the power of human imagination and creativity moving forward.

Episode 4: “Human”

September 24 at 2 PM in the Gathering Place

Ari explores the human ability to increase empathy and compassion, what values
we are instilling into artificial intelligence technologies, and the need to create
both a better world and a better humanity for life to flourish on this planet.

Feasters
Wednesday, September 25 at 11:30 AM
Bin 23 Bistro, 120 Perspective Drive, #150, Mishawaka

UU Feasters is a monthly social outing for those interested in sharing a meal and
visiting a variety of local resaurants. All are welcome, diners purchase their own
meals. RSVP with Mary Adams by the Monday prior to the lunch at
createnjoy@yahoo.com so a group reservation can be made.

Care Team
If anyone has any concerns or knows of someone who might benefit from our
involvement please contact Pam Wycliff at 508-333-7985 or
RN _Pamela@yahoo.com
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New Small Group Ministry Program

Rev. Dan will be leading small group ministry programs this year based on the
curriculum by Soul Matters. These are small, closed groups that meet throughout
the year, so it is important to be able to commit to attending. These groups are ideal
ways to build relationships, deepen your personal spirituality, and to broaden your
understanding on a variety of topics. Rev. Dan hopes to begin these groups in
October and is considering offering joint sessions with the Clark Lake congregation.
Please contact Rev. Dan directly at RevDan.uufe@yahoo.com for details and
questions.

Social Justice Committee
from Steve Cripe

1.Pam Wycliff distributed addresses for 200 Michigan voters. Letters will be
addressed by UUFE members and mailed in October. This is in cooperation and
coordination with UU The Vote.

2.We have one month of Saturday mornings left on the Elkhart Farmer’s Market
schedule to register voters for the November 5 election.

3.The next distribution for the Blessing Bags project will be in October, date TBA.
Please drop donations into the tubs at the church for this ongoing project.

4.Watch for the next CR 9 road clean up to be scheduled in October or November.

5.0n Monday August 19, Steve Cripe, Dwight Fish, Oxana Werbiansky, Ken
Clayborn, and Annette Long were trained on the use of the new defribrillator. It
will soon be mounted in the entryway in case of emergency.

6.Please purchase a UUFE Tshirt. S, M, and L sizes remain available.

7.The next meeting will be scheduled for October or November.

Gathering Place Basement News
from Chuck Bower for Buildings and Grounds

We will be organizing a sale and cleanup effort later in September for the Gathering
Place basement. There has been no flooding or rainwater seepage, but it is damp and
smelling of "mildew". There is also an excess of stuff, including things that never sold
at previous auctions or articles ended up there in storage. It doesn't matter, the area
has collected way too much stuff! Look for more information in weekly emails.
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Worship Committee
from Joan Clayborn

These are exciting and gratifying times that also include some changes and
challenges. We have welcomed Rev. Dan Miyake to our UUFE Pulpit as our part-time
minister. His first in-person service was August 25 when he presented a message on
Covenant. Future services will be a combination of Rev. Dan in person, joint services
with his other part-time congregation, the Universalist Unitarian Congregation of
East Liberty (UUCEL), and more excellent services provided by guest speakers. We
are happy to report that with this combination of services our Sunday schedule is
almost complete through the end of the year and beyond.

Service Change: Fellowship Life Announcements

To coordinate with Rev. Dan's schedule and procedures, the Worship Committee has
made the following change requests for Sunday morning announcements. The
Worship Associate will read the prepared announcements on Sunday morning after
the Board introduction. The Board Member introducing each service has been
reading the announcements most recently.

Steve Cripe is the contact person for all announcements. He will forward the
information to the Worship Associate. Announcements should be emailed to
stevecripe63@outlook.com by Thursday or Friday before the Service. Exceptions
will be considered for emergency or critical time-sensitive additions.

Collection for UUA Disaster Relief Fund
from Chuck Bower for the Board

The board voted to adjust the Sunday Service collections to add a collection for the
UUA Disaster Relief Fund. The UUA fund has had significant activity recently with
storms in the Southeast. You may recall that UUFE was the beneficiary of
approximately $11,000 in 2020 from a Disaster Relief Fund grant for our flooding in
2018, and the resultant repairs that were required. On Sunday, September 29, we
will collect for the UUA Disaster Relief Fund. A 2nd NAACP Program Ad collection will
take place on October 6, replacing our usual Sustainability Collection.
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Board of Trustees
from Laura Snow, President

The Board of Trustees met on Tuesday, August 20, and had our first meeting that
included Rev. Dan attending via Zoom. Much of what was covered was follow-up and
progress updates on tasks that were set into motion previously. Some of these items
included the beginning of our Google transition with our digital communication,
acknowledging the AED donation from Bill Schmidt, update on our advertising re-
design, and discussion on changing meeting format from Robert's Rules to another
methodology.

Committee concerns were also discussed, including Buildings & Grounds lack of a
Chair, and improving communication with RE. Buildings & Grounds, for the time
being, will function on a project-by-project basis and work with the Board on issues.
Other committee discussion centered on the need for a Committee on Shared
Ministry to be set up as soon as possible. Suggestions on membership were taken
with contact to commence.

Finally, disruptive behavior was addressed. UUFE's By-laws were reviewed for non-
members. As disruptive behavior goes against our covenant of how to be with one
another, such incidents will be documented and disruptive individuals will be asked
to leave the premises. We want our space to be safe for everyone. Our covenant
helps us achieve this.

Our next Board Meeting will be September 17, 6:30 pm

Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

1.The first month of the new fiscal year was very good due to pledges coming in
from folks who wanted to pay their pledges in full for the year, which led to a
positive balance of $10,736 for the month.

2.Rev. Dan Miyake began his tenure here at UUFE on August 18, 2024. We had our
first Board Meeting with Rev. Dan in attendance on August 20. We look forward
to working with Rev. Dan.

3.All obligations are current. The most current financial figures are always posted
on the bulletin board beside the office door.
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September 2024

Birthdays

sun

mon

tue

wed

thu

fri

sat

1

10am
Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

4
6pm
Membership

*No yoga
this week*

6
Jim Barnes
Jim Todd

7
Mary
Perron

8

Mary
Adams
10am
Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

10
7pm
Worship

11

12
6pm Yoga

13

14
10am New
UU (1 of 2)

15
10:30am
Service
Potluck

16

17
6:30pm
Board

18

19
6pm Yoga

20

21

Moxie
Robinson
10am New
UU (2 of 2)

22

Joni
Wilson
10am
Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

23

Jackie
Lenczycki
TJ Shaum
FOCUS
INFO DUE

24
Carolee
Searles
Debra
Inglefield

25

Pam Mims
11:30am
Feasters

26

Holly
Vernon
6pm Yoga

27

28

29

Oxana
Werbiansky
10am
Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation

30




New UU Membership Classes

Interested in learning more about Unitarian Universalism and UU Fellowship of
Elkhart? Would you like to get to know other people who are exploring membership
in our fellowship? If so, please plan to attend. The Membership Committee is holding
New UU classes on two consecutive Saturdays. We will be meeting on September 14
and 21 from 10 am to noon. If you cannot make it in person, we are planning to hold
the class in a hybrid Zoom/in-person format. We'd love to have you join us!

To sign up, please contact Membership Chair, Annette Long, via email:
InquisitiveOne23@yahoo.com or text: 574-294-3227

UUFE
1732 Garden St
Elkhart, IN 46514
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