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Save the Date! New UU Membership Classes Coming in September

Interested in learning more about Unitarian Universalism and UU Fellowship of
Elkhart? Would you like to get to know other people who are exploring membership
in our fellowship? If so, please plan to attend our upcoming membership classes.
The Membership Committee will be holding New UU classes on two consecutive
Saturdays in September. We will be meeting on September 14 and 21 from 10 am to
noon. If you cannot make it in person, we are planning to hold the class in a hybrid
Zoom/in-person format.

To sign up, please contact Membership Chair, Annette Long, via email:
InquisitiveOne23@yahoo.com or text: 574-294-3227

We'd love to have you join us!

Editor: Katrina Konopinski
Send information and suggestions for future issues to katksirx@gmail.com
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Sundays at UUFE

1st Sunday, August 4 - 10:00 AM “Back To The Garden” Rev. Carolyn Hunt

Joan Clayborn will be Worship Associate. Rev. Hunt is no stranger to our pulpit and
we are glad she is in the regular rotation of speakers for UUFE. Be sure to join us for
her creative message on gardening. She will talk about wisdom gleaned from the
plants and animals that grow in our backyards. Join us for refreshments following
the service and the Meditation Group will be meeting at 11:45 AM

2nd Sunday, August 11 - 10:00 AM RE Special Presentation RE Gang

Shari Mellin will be Worship Associate. This Sunday we will observe the tradition of
blessing the backpacks. The RE Committee as well as all the kids in RE will be
participating in this service. We also may have some surprise sharings from other
members of UUFE. Refreshments will follow the service as well as the Meditation
Group will be meeting at 11:45 AM.

3rd Sunday, August 18 — 10:00 AM “Questions On The Road To Nowhere”

Geneele Crump will be Worship Associate. We will be welcoming a new guest
speaker this Sunday. Talashia Yoder will be coming from the College Mennonite
congregation in Goshen to speak to us. With an intriguing title like this, it’s got to
be good. We will observe Joys and Sorrows during the service with our 3rd Sunday
potluck to follow the service. No Meditation Group today.

4th Sunday, August 25 - 10:00 AM “Covenant” Rev. Dan Miyake

Please make a special effort to be here this Sunday to welcome Rev. Dan Miyake.
Geneele Crump will be Worship Associate. She will also host the 4th Sunday candle
sharing. You will want to stay for our refreshment time this Sunday. Meditation
Group will be meeting at 11:45 AM.

*k*k

September 1 service 10:00 AM One of our own - Don Wycliff

Joan Clayborn will be the Worship Associate. We look forward to hearing from
another chapter of Don’s book in progress as this will be his third presentation to
us about its contents over the past several months. Refreshments will follow the
service as well as the Meditation Group will meet at 11:45 AM

YOGA at UUFE

We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher. She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.



Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In August the meditation group will meet in the central office area on Sunday
August 4, August 11, and August 25 at 11:45 after the service. We have a
congregational potluck on August 18 so we will take that day off to enjoy the
meal together.

Generally during the meditation group session, we discuss our meditation
practices together followed by a short, guided meditation. These sessions usually
last about an hour. There is no charge for this program, and all are welcome.

Science and Society
from Ken Clayborn

As a little bit of a “heads up” we plan to renew the Science and Society program,
beginning in August. We will start with the first two sessions of the recent 6 part PBS
program “A Brief History of the Future” presented by futurist Ari Wallach. We will go
back to the original time from last year. Presentations will be at 2:00 PM in the
gathering place on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each month. So, the August dates will
be Tuesday August 13 and Tuesday August 27. Here is a synopsis of the first two
programs:

A Brief History of The Future
Episode 1: Beyond the Now - August 13, 2 PM in the Gathering Place
e The series widens our perspective of time beyond our lifetimes and joins Ari
Wallach as he embarks on a journey to seek the individuals and ideas that can
shape a better, more sustainable future that each generation can build upon.

Episode 2: Chaos and Complexity - August 27,2 PM in the Gathering Place
e How do we make sense of today’s exponential rate of change and disruption?

Feasters

Wednesday, August 28 at 11:30 AM
J. W. Chen Asian Fusion, 1835 S. Bend Ave., South Bend

UU Feasters is a monthly social outing for those interested in sharing a meal and
visiting a variety of local resaurants. All are welcome, diners purchase their own
meals. RSVP with Mary Adams by the Monday prior to the lunch at
createnjoy@yahoo.com so a group reservation can be made.

Future Feasters Destinations:
September 25 - Bin 23 Bistro, 120 Perspective Drive, #150, Mishawaka
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Social Justice Committee
from Steve Cripe

We are continuing our posting of a table and personnel at the Elkhart Farmer’s
Market on Saturday mornings once a month. We have August and September left.
We decided this wasn’t possibly the most effective venue to have a booth for
registering voters but we are living out our commitment. Activity has been slow but
if we help only a few, that’s a few that may not have been helped otherwise.

The Blessing Bag distribution on June 27 was the best yet. Thank you for a couple of
very generous family contributions and for all the food and clothing items. We spent
3 hours there this time and gave away 61 Blessing Bags plus numerous items of food
and clothing that was really appreciated.

Keep eyes and ears open for possible gathering to do mailings to support UU The
Vote. It will be publicized if it happens.

We still have about 25 T’ Shirts to sell with the new UU Logo. If you have picked one
up and haven’t paid yet, please make a check to UUFE and make a note in the memo
section of the check that it’s for T’Shirts. See Steve Cripe if you are interested in
purchasing or may need to order more shirts.

Thereis a sign up sheet on IVY Island at UUFE to register to be trained to operate our
new defirbrillator graciously received and donated by Bill Schmidt. We need to have
at least 6 - 10 people trained on this so there is the likelihood that one of the trained
persons will be in attendance on any given Sunday that this might be required.
Those signing up will be notified when we have at least 8 people signed up.

Special Congregational Meeting on July 21,2024

A special Congregational meeting was called near the end of potluck on Sunday, July
21, at 11:50 am, to resolve old business from the previous month. With a quorum of
29, the single item on the agenda was to change the wait time for new members to
vote on UUFE business from 60 days prior to 30 days prior to any vote. The current
Article 4.2.2 was read in full, citing 60 days to wait. Then the revised article was read,
citing the change to 30 days. The motion was called and seconded. Only one
clarifying question was asked. The answer was given that Membership requested the
change and that the 60-day wait was no longer necessary. The question was called
and seconded. The vote was taken with 29 "ayes" and O "nays". The by-law Article
4.2.2 change passed and will be updated.



Worship Committee
from Joan Clayborn

This is both an interesting and exciting time for the Worship Committee (yes, we
have shortened our name from Worship and Arts Committee to Worship
Committee.) We are looking forward to having Rev. Dan Miyake in our Pulpit part
time for the year ahead. We have a good idea of Rev. Dan’s schedule, thanks to his
giving us a detailed spreadsheet for the coming year, but we still have many worship
service details to work out. Some Sundays will be shared with his other
congregation, the UU Church of East Liberty in Clark Lake, Michigan. These shared
services will require some tech activity.

We are looking forward to meeting and working with Rev. Dan, and we are asking for
the congregation to be patient (and helpful) as we work through this process.
According to his schedule, he will be at UUFE for our service on Sunday, August 25.
Let’s all be prepared to give him a heartfelt Hoosier welcome.

When Rev. Dan is not our speaker, the Worship Committee will continue to provide
interesting guest speakers and services, and we look forward to a satisfying,
stimulating, and rewarding year of Sunday mornings at UUFE.

Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

1.The Fiscal year for 2023-2024 ended on June 30, 2024. The 2024-2025 fiscal year
began on July 1, 2024. All of you who pledged for that time frame should have
your summaries by now.

2.We look forward to having Rev. Dan Miyake begin his tenure here at UUFE in mid-
August. Currently we are working with him and the Clarklake Michigan
congregation to make sure all goes smoothly. Clarklake is the other congregation
that Rev. Miyake serves half time. Preparations are nearly complete so that Rev.
Miyake may begin using the Learning Center as a living space during his visits to
UUFE. We owe a huge “thank you” to TJ Shaum, Linda Becker, Ron and Linda Gill
and Dwight Fish and Oxana Werbiansky for coordinating that effort. They spent
many, many hours coordinating repairs, purchasing bedroom and kitchen
supplies and basically transforming the house into a very nice living space. Thank
you all very much!

3.Also thanks to Renee Ruocco and her RE committee for relinquishing their RE
space in the house and giving their time and energy to move the RE group into
the basement of the main building.

4.All payments are current. There are no outstanding obligations. The most current
financial figures are always posted on the bulletin board beside the office door.



Care Team
If anyone has any concerns or knows of someone who might benefit from our

involvement please contact Pam Wycliff at 508-333-7985 or RN_Pamela@yahoo.com

Membership Committee
from Shari Mellin

Jess Galicia has agreed to help get the directory print-ready, and we hope to have
the new directory available in August. See page 1 about New 2 UU Classes for those
who have recently sighed the membership book, as well as those who are interested
in learning more about our faith.

Board of Trustees
from Laura Snow, President

The new Board met at its traditional time, Wednesday, July 10, for the first time as a
new Board, but for the last time on a Wednesday. Discussed during the meeting was
the need to move the day so as to better accommodate Rev. Dan's schedule. The
new meeting time will be the 3rd Tuesday of each month at 6:30 pm.

Ongoing considerations regarding beefing up our security and safety on the
premises resulted in a wonderful surprise gift from Bill Schmidt. He has generously
donated an AED to the church. Thank-you so much, Bill! In addition to physical
security, UUFE will be doing a big technical update in how we communicate with
each other through the internet. This is digital security! Geo Warner has graciously
volunteered his professional expertise in transitioning our church to Google as our
main platform (think the Cloud). What this will mean for committees, particularly the
chairs, is that official UUFE business e-mails will be created for folks to use instead
of personal e-mails. The main benefit from this will be for record keeping. New chairs
will have access to the history of communication for their committees. Files will be
moved to a common, accessible site. All of this work will also provide our church's
computer and our own with better digital security.

In a year of transition, another big change was discussed: Switching from Robert's
Rules to another, simpler method of conducting meetings. Currently, the by-laws
state that Robert's Rules are to be followed. The Board members responded
positively to the suggestion of changing the by-laws and will be evaluating different
systems, such as Martha's Rules, for conducting our meetings. The goal is to remove
some of the procedural complexities so that the proposals, changes, and problems
of UUFE can be more directly and simply dealt with in a fair and democratic way. The
Board will be working dilligently on this in the coming months.

The next Board meeting will be August 20, at 6:30 pm.
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August 2024

Birthdays
sun mon tue wed thu fri sat
1 2 3
6pm Yoga
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
10am 6pm 6pm Yoga Pam
Service Membership Wycliff
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
10am Sue 7pm 6pm Yoga
Service McDonald Worship &
Coffee Hr Arts
11:45am
Meditation
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
10am 6:30pm Ed Wade
Service Board
Potluck 6pm Yoga
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
10am Bill 11:30am Carolyne Chuck
Service Schmidt Feasters Andersohn Bower
Coffee Hr Karen Kehr Sheila
11:45am FOCUS Shaw
Meditation INFO DUE 6pm Yoga
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