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Social Justice Committee has designed UUFE T-Shirts
Order yours today! Online ordering is available for a few weeks.
https://uufe.buyproforma.com/#/
All shirts will be sent to Pam Wycliff and we will distribute when they arrive.
Any questions, contact Pam Wycliff.
The shirts are emblazoned with the image shown above.

Editor: Katrina Konopinski
Send information and suggestions for future issues to katksirx@gmail.com
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Sundays at UUFE

1st Sunday, May 5,10 AM: “Leaf by Niggle”, Carl Rust

Carl Rust, our former Board President and educator, will deliver our message on the
first Sunday of May. Will it be unorthodox? Yes. Will it be musical? Possibly. Should
you be interested? Yes! Afterwards, coffee, tea, and refreshments will be in the
Gathering Place, and our Meditation program will be at 11:45.

2nd Sunday, May 12, 10 AM: "Mother’s Day Service", Pastor Mariah Martin
Pastor Mariah Martin returns to our pulpit to speak on Mother’s Day. We look
forward to this service! Afterwards, coffee, tea, and refreshments will be in the
Gathering Place, and our Meditation program will be at 11:45.

3rd Sunday, May 19,10 AM: Memoir Chapter, Don Wycliff

Don Wycliff returns to our pulpit to share a part of his upcoming memoir. We were
thrilled to hear part of it in 2023, and we can’t wait to hear more! We will share Joys
and Sorrows, and afterwards will be our monthly potluck in the Gathering Place, plus
our Annual Meeting!

4th Sunday, May 26,10 AM: Topic TBD, Jennifer Hundley-Batts

Jennifer Hundley-Batts is a part-time hospital chaplain with a full-time heart for
ministry. She is a graduate of Central Seminary; a member of the UU Church of
Bowling Green, Kentucky; and a candidate for UU ministry. She will speak on a topic
yet to be determined. And to add to our Sunday, Marva Netherland will be
accompanying us! Afterwards, coffee, tea, and refreshments will be in the Gathering
Place, and our Meditation program will be at 11:45.

*k*

Sunday, June 2,10 AM: "My Camino", Chuck Bower

Chuck Bower is the chair of the Worship Committee and will be completing a Camino
pilgrimage this spring on the Portuguese route, starting in Porto, Portugal and
ending in Santiago, Spain. He will talk about the intense emotions felt by all during
their pilgrimage. Afterwards, coffee, tea, and refreshments will be in the Gathering
Place, and our Meditation program will be at 11:45.



Saturday, May 4 at 5 PM: UUFE CUUPS Celebrate Beltane

Beltane, also known as May Day, is an ancient Celtic tradition held to celebrate
Spring's vibrant energy. It's traditionally held around the middle of the spring
equinox and summer solstice.

Our CUUPs member Randy will be leading this rite.

Please plan to bring a side dish or sweet treat to share for our potluck feast after the
rite.

As Always:

e Sabbats are a free love donation.

e Family-friendly and open to the public, so bring your friends!

e Dress is come-as-you-are, we only ask that you refrain from heavy
scents/perfumes as we try to limit irritants in our common spaces.

* All ages are welcome, minors must bring a parent/guardian.

e Younger children are welcome to volunteer for small tasks.

e You may accompany your child in a family-friendly space if they need a break at
any time during the event.

e Everyone participating must sit in the circle, and introduce themselves with their
preferred name during introductions.

e Respectful observations from outside the circle is welcome if you do not wish to
participate.

For details, see Lorna Lane at UUFE or contact her via email at lornalane@gmail.com

A Celebration of Life for Richard D. Hackel will be held at 3:00 PM on
Sunday, May 26 at UUFE. There will be visitation and refreshments
following the service.

A Celebration of Life for Kenley Inglefield will be held at 1:00 PM on
Saturday, June 1 at UUFE. A reception will follow.



mailto:lornalane@gmail.com

UUFE Youth Group Bake Sale
May 5 during coffee hour, in addition to our regular coffee hour refreshments, the
UUFE Youth group will have bake sale items available for purchase. The funds will
help the group reach their goal for their Potawatomi Zoo service project.
If you would like to donate any baked goods to the sale, please contact Renee
Ruocco to let her know what you plan to bring. Whether you donate items or not,
please consider helping our youth out by purchasing some items from their sale.

Sunday Meditation
from Ken Clayborn

In May the meditation group will meet on Sundays after the service at 11:45 AM, in
the RE classroom. Dates for the May programs are: May 5, May 12, and May 26. We
have a congregational potluck on May 19 so we will take that day off to enjoy the
meal together and attend the Annual Meeting.

Generally during the meditation group session, we discuss our meditation practices

together followed by a short guided meditation. These sessions usually last about an
hour. There is no charge for this program, and all are welcome.

W V& T

Science and Society

For those of you who have enjoyed the Science and Society presentations in the
past we would like you to share your thoughts on what kinds of presentations and
programs you would most enjoy. Also be thinking about the preferred day of the
week and time of the day. A target date to start the programs again has not yet
been set but it seems most likely that starting again in August would be possible.
Please relay your thoughts to Ken Clayborn at kclayborn52@gmail.com.



UU Feasters

Feasters will meet at 11:30 AM on Wednesday, May 22 at Bonefish Grill, 620 W.
Edison Road, Mishawaka. Let Mary Adams know that you can come so that she can
reserve adequate space for us. Contact her at 619-921-0613 or
createnjoy@yahoo.com.

June 26 will be Flat Rock Grill, 68973 M-62, Edwardsburg.

UU Feasters is a social outing for those interested in sharing a monthly luncheon
together. Please consider coming and having a wonderful social time with others
from our Fellowship.

YOGA at UUFE

We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher. She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.

Finance Committee Summary
from Ken Clayborn, Treasurer

1.The Stewardship drive was completed in late March. Thanks to Linda Gill, TJ
Shaum and Karen Cripe who followed up on the pledges and completed the
Stewardship process in March. The actual pledges came in at $82,226 which was
almost exactly what we concluded the drive with last year as our pledges were
$82,330.

2.The Finance Committee and the Board have reviewed and approved the draft
budget for 2024-2025. Jim Barnes was present at the Finance Committee
Meeting and agreed to the level of financial assistance requested from
Endowment. The budget includes funding for a half-time minister as well as
funding for all the committees and estimated costs for upkeep such as furnace
and air conditioning inspections and service, snow removal, grounds
maintenance and utilities and insurance. The draft budget is posted on the
bulletin board outside the door into the back office.

3. All payments are current. There are no outstanding obligations.



Board of Trustees Report, April 4
from Pam Wycliff, President

Dan Watson, who attended UUFE for many years and working in marketing, has
offered the donated service to us to help in outreach to enhance our
membership growth. Ken is in contact with him as the Board has approved this
generous offer.

Ken Clayborn, Ron Gill and | attended a Safety and Security Conference at Lerner
and gleaned several very good ideas for UUFE. We discussed and agreed that we
need a defibrillator in our building.

We have talked with Elkhart General and they offer CPR and First Aid training.
They will come here and the fee will be relatively small. We just need folks who
want the training to let us know so we can schedule a class.

The proposed budget for 2024-2025 was discussed and approved to be taken to
the Annual Meeting in May

Annette Long and Terry Mark were approved as our delegates for the Mid-
America Regional Assembly to be held in Madison, Wl on April 19 and 20

Annual Congregation meeting discussed:
o Postcard to be out to all after next Board meeting on May 8
o Need all committee annual reports back by April 17
o Nominating committee will be reaching out soon to folks who can take on the
roles of leadership in our congregation.

Our Search Committee has found a minister for UUFE! And we now are in the
process of negotiating terms of his contract. We are negotiating a half-time, one
year contract with Rev. Miyake. We will keep you all updated as what this
contract and results of the contract negotiating are. As you can tell this is a very
different in that when we have a called full time minister they are voted on by
the congregation. As contract minister, he will be hired by the Board of Trustees
based on the recommendations of our great Search committee who relied on
what the congregation has said they wanted back when we did the Small Groups
Meetings with everyone.



May 2024

Birthdays
sun mon tue wed thu fri sat
1 2 3 4
6pm 6pm Yoga 5pm
Membership CUUPs:
Beltane
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
Peg Cook 6:30pm 6pm Yoga
10am Board
Service
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation
Youth
Group
Bake Sale
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
10am Louis Gurka 6pm Yoga Willow
Service Otin Galicia
Coffee Hr Zuercher
11:45am /pm
Meditation Worship &
Arts
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10am 11:30am 6pm Yoga FOCUS
Service Feasters INFO DUE
Potluck
ANNUAL
MEETING
26 27 28 29 30 31 Junel
10am 6pm Yoga Chris French 1pm
Service Celebration
Coffee Hr of Life: Ken
11:45am Inglefield
Meditation
3pm
Celebration
of Life: Rich
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