The Fellowship Focus

Monthly Newsletter of the
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart

November 2023

The Street Brigade
Oct 21

Unitarian
Universalist

Fellowship of
Elkhart

Road
Clean-Up
Today

il

i | Unitarian
Universalist

¥ 7 Fellowship of

Our Fearless Leader Eikhart

Road
Watch for our return this spring!



Sundays at UUFE

1st Sunday, November 5,10 am: “What’s the Buzzzzzz?”

Our presenting beekeeper is Jim Curlee from South Bend; he will tell us more about
who bees are, raising them, and what they do as well as bring honey samples for us
to enjoy. Dwight Fish is a member of our Board and a former beekeeper. Dwight will
talk about the environmental significance of bees, the problems caused by their
decreasing population, and suggestions for helping them that go beyond buying
honey!

2nd Sunday, November 12, 10 am: Climate Change/Benefits of Decarbonization
Jeff Haverly is a climate activist and is the Heartland Chapter leader with an
organization called Elders Climate Action. He is also a UU!

3rd Sunday, November 19,10 am: TBA

Andrea Baker Dean returns to our pulpit. The title of her service isn’t available yet,
however, what is certain is Potluck after the service! Bring a dish to share, and no
worries if you forget, there is always plenty.

4th Sunday, November 26,10 am: “Puzzled”

What can be learned when a family completes a complex puzzle? What do we learn
about ourselves in the process? What joy comes from completing a difficult task
together? Get the answers to these questions and more with Rev. Carolyn Hunt’s
message.

*%%
1st Sunday, December 3,10 am: Stories and music!

Ann Hagen, storyteller, musician and harpist, returns to our pulpit for another
enjoyable service.

2nd Sunday, December 10, 10 am: Roots of Israeli/Palestinian Conflict
Richard Meyer, a former worker in Community Peacemaker Teams, will speak about
the current conflict, its roots, and the concerns of all parties.

*k*

Coffee, tea, and refreshments will be offered in the Gathering Place after each
service, and Meditation meets at 11:45 am, except on 3rd Sunday for potluck.



Worship and Arts

The Worship Committee has a request for the congregation. As we start Gathering
Music and/or open our service on Sunday mornings, please do your best to save
further conversation until Coffee Hour.

Please note for December, we will have a single Christmas service on Sunday, Dec.
24, at 7 pm. There will be no Sunday morning service. Our 7 pm service will be
preceded with a 6 pm cookie exchange and coffee/tea hour.

Thank you to everyone who has volunteered on Sunday mornings! Whether you are
teaching our children, giving a chalice lighting, a morning musing, cleaning up
afterwards, running Zoom or sound, or bringing refreshments. It takes a village to
make Sunday mornings happen. And regarding worship services, always feel free to
give one of our committee members (Joan Clayborn, Laura Snow, Lorna Lane,
Geneele Crump, Steve Cripe, or Chuck Bower) feedback.

A Walk at Boot Lake Preserve Sunday November 5

We had a lovely walk along the river in Goshen last month. Then we retired to
Goshen Brewing Company for more socializing.

Boot Lake Preserve is our destination this month. There was a request for the walk to
be scheduled a little later, so that those attending Meditation will be able to go with
us. We will meet at the parking lot inside the preserve on November 5 at 1:30 p.m.

This is a loosely organized group where individual preferences are honored. You may
begin with us, and go your own route, if you like, but we hope you will check in with
us. If you have questions or are running late, call Carolyne at 574-584-4571 or Terry
at 574-316-6210.

Community Euchre

Join people from the community and our Fellowship for relaxing fun and warm
fellowship. We play round robin games and get to know each other. All euchre fans
and “wannabes” are invited to join the fun. If you’re a beginner, no worries, we’ll set
you up with other beginners and easygoing veterans. Contact Mary Adams at
createnjoy@yahoo.com for more information.

Events held monthly on 2nd Saturdays at 4pm, next on November 11.



Science And Society
Ken Clayborn will be taking November and December off as the moderator for the
Science and Society sessions which are scheduled for two alternating Sundays each
month in the Gathering Place at 2 PM. Stay tuned to the Monday email space or the
UUFE PEEPs page for possible program alternatives.

Meditation
The meditation group will meet at 11:45 am, in the RE classroom, on Sundays in
November. These are November 5,12, and 26. We will take the day off for the
potluck on the third Sunday (November 19 th ) so we can all enjoy the meal together.
We generally share thoughts on our meditation practices and then join in a group
Guided Meditation. The sessions usually last about an hour. There is no charge for
this program, and all are welcome.

UU Feasters
Feasters will meet at 11:30am on Wednesday, November 29 at Hoppers, 1208 W. Pike
St., Goshen.

Let Mary Adams know that you can come so that she can reserve adequate space for
us. Contact her at 619-921-0613 or createnjoy@yahoo.com.

UU Feasters is a social outing for those interested in sharing a monthly luncheon
together. Please consider coming and having a wonderful social time with others
from our Fellowship.

Upcoming Feasters Destinations:
Wednesday, Dec. 27 - Olive Garden, 3003 Brittany Ct., Elkhart

YOGA at UUFE
We are pleased to have Kristen Smith-Myers as our yoga teacher. She will be with us
on most Thursday evenings beginning at 6pm in the Gathering Place.

Saturday, December 6 at 5 PM:
The UUFE CUUPS Group Celebrates Yule

Our CUUPS group celebrates Yule around the
time of the winter solstice. This is a time of new
beginnings, rebirth, transformation, getting rid
of unwanted habits, and creativity. Please plan
to bring a side dish or sweet treat to share for
our potluck feast after the rite.




Notes from the Board of Trustees

The monthly UUFE Board meeting was held October 11 at 6:30 PM. Discussions
included the following items:

Our committees will be reviewing their committee descriptions and policies and
by the end of the year we will have a much more complete manual for all
committees as well as knowing what policies we need yet to formulate.
Additionally, each committee has been charged with hosting a fund-raising event
of their choice.

Additional, reports from all the committees are posted near the office and will be
linked to the Facebook page, UU Peeps page for folks to see each month.

We discussed how we might use the funds given to UUFE in honor of Doris Stickel.
We decided to keep the funds in an accessible account and possibly use it to build
a new ramp from the church to the Children’s House.

We will be putting up a white board for committees to list small tasks they need
completed, not necessarily from members of their committee. So check it outin
the Gathering Place and see if there might be a short term, smaller task which you
would like to volunteer for.

We discussed again the dire need to find someone who would be interested,
willing and able to be our next Treasurer. Ken Clayborn has been in that position
for 10 years and this will be his LAST year. He will work with whoever takes it on -
they can shadow him before next year and he will be willing to work next year with
you until you are comfortable with the work.

At our Board and Committee Chair Retreat this summer we took a survey of how
we personally felt the congregation was doing in a variety of church areas and how
important each item was to us. In most areas we agreed on the importance and
actual achievement of those goals in specific areas in the congregation. However,
there were four areas we feel are important for the congregation, but we feel that
we are not doing them well enough. The Board feels that work is required on these
items during the balance of this year and beyond. They are:

o Improving the way that the congregation provides opportunities for individual
spiritual growth.

o Improving the quality of our music for services.

o Improving upon the variety of social activities and events for members to get
together socially (if you would like to be on a Fellowship Committee to organize
fun events, please contact Pam Wycliff)

o Our congregation needs to improve the ways in which it communicates
awareness and connection to our Mid America Region and National UUA. The
Article Il “Spiritual Reflections” workshop, beginning on November 18, is a good
start. The sessions will be co-led by Terry Mark and Pam Wycliff.



Finance Committee
from Ken Clayborn

1.Using funds from the Parking Lot Project Line we were able to purchase 150
perennial plants to complete the planting project in the landscaped areas. The
Parking Lot Committee recommended this, in conjunction with the Elkhart
County Soil and Water Conservation District. The plants were delivered on
September 20 and have been planted in areas, including the parking lot
landscape and the entry way landscape. At the present time we are waiting to
have Tycol Landscaping excavate the swale on the immediate northwest section
of the parking lot so that we can finish planting the few remaining plants. The
damage to the rail fence and the tree debris from the fallen trees and branches
in the north woods have been cleaned up and fixed. We are only missing one rail
in the fence but that will be replaced soon.

2.The Building and Grounds committee has had a consistent set of drawings made
by Ray Enfield and is putting two bids together for replacement and upgrade to
the platform connecting the main building to the learning center. We will
dedicate this project with a marker or plaque to the memory of Doris Stickel
whose estate and a subsequent donation from Andy Stickel totaled over
$23,000.

3. All payments are current. The fiscal year second quarter instalment to UUA will
be sent this month for $1581.

Membership Database Software

There is an effort underway to review the many newer options available for
management of our member information. Our various committees and leaders
currently use multiple platforms that do not communicate with each other. If you
have experience with this type of technology and would like to provide information
toward the selection of a universal system please contact Annette Long or Ron Gill.

For reference, here is a drop in the ocean of possibilities that have been mentioned:
Some programs that we are looking into include Breeze, Realm, Planning Center,
Servant Keeper, Faith Teams, and Chmeetings. Other options for consideration,
should we not like any of the previous programs, are Wild Apricot, eSpace, Church
Office Online, and Church Tools.



News from the wider world of Unitarian Universalism
By Terry T. Mark

The theme for 2024’s General Assembly, the annual gathering of Unitarian
Universalists from across the world, was recently announced as “Love Unites,
Stories Ignite.” It will be the 63rd General Assembly and will take place virtually June
20-23,2024. As always, expect fantastic programming for faith formation and
opportunities to connect with UUs from coast to coast and beyond.

One of the many wonderful things about being a member of UUFE is receiving the
UU World magazine in our mailbox, but did you know their website also has many
great stories connecting us to what UUs are doing? Go to uuworld.org and find not
only stories from the current print issue but also news updates and meaningful
stories from our archive.

For deeply meaningful readings on the diverse tapestry of our UU faith, | highly
recommend the Braver/Wiser blog on the Unitarian Universalist Association’s
website, uua.org. Here you’ll find essays, meditations and prayers offered by UUs on
everything from grief, loss, forgiveness, conflict and joy. You can bookmark the page,
or sign up to receive email notices when a new blog post is available.

Lastly, I’'m looking forward to attending my first board retreat as a member of the
MidAmerica Region board of trustees. I'll be in St. Louis from November 10-12 along
with UUs from Cincinnati, Indianapolis, Des Moines, lowa, Madison, Wisconsin, and
elsewhere.

HOW "WHITE GUILT" HARMS EVERYONE

A Convocation of the UU Multiracial Unity Action Council,
UUMUAC.org
Saturday, Nov 4, 2023, 1:00pm-2:30pm Central time
(Starts at 2:00pm Eastern, noon Mountain, 11:00am Pacific)

To register send an email to UUMUAC@gmail.com;
Zoom codes will be sent the day before

Session 1. "White Supremacy Culture" Is Not a Problem
with Rev. Richard Trudeau
Session 2. How Much Guilt Is About Right?
with Dr. Kenneth Christiansen
Session 3. Getting Past "White Guilt"
with Rev. Richard Trudeau


mailto:UUMUAC@gmail.com
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Steve and Karen Cripe led our Social Justice Committee’s efforts to collect
donations for the Blessing Bags for the Homeless. Food, clothing and personal care
items were distributed on Thursday, October 5, to over 50 individuals at the Elkhart
Civic Plaza. A number of other churches and organizations participated in this event.
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Deepen your understanding of Article |l

If you’ve been wondering what all this discussion about Article Il has been all about,
UUFE is offering an in-depth exploration on this historic stage for all Unitarian
Universalists.

Article Il of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) Bylaws, Principles and
Purposes, is the foundation for all the work of our UUA and its member
congregations and covenanted communities. It is the covenant to which Unitarian
Universalist congregations and covenanted communities pledge themselves when
they become members of our UUA.

Article Il Spiritual Reflections is four sessions of 90 minutes each, conducted in-
person at UUFE. The dates and times are 10 a.m. Saturday, November 18; 10 a.m.
Saturday, December 2; 10 a.m. Saturday, December 9; and 10 a.m. Saturday,
December 16. The sessions are free of charge. Terry Mark and Pam Wycliff will be the
co-facilitators of these sessions.

NOTE: While it is not a requirement, participation in all four sessions is strongly
recommended to help you get the most out of the experience. This series will likely
be offered again in early 2024.

If you would like to enroll, please fill out an online form at
https://forms.gle/MbrVN94mUmksA7Qz8
(or send an email to Terry Mark at klagmorn@gmail.com).
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November 2023

Birthdays
sun mon tue wed thu fri sat

1 2 3 4

6pm 6pm Yoga

Membership
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
10am 6:30pm 6pm Yoga 4pm
Service Board Euchre
Coffee Hr
11:45am
Meditation
1:30pm
Nature
Walk
(Offsite)
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
Jessica 7pm Lorna Devon Shari
Koscher Worship & Lane Brugh Mellin
10am Arts 6pm Yoga 10am
Service Article Il
Coffee Hr discussion
11:45am (1of4)
Meditation
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
10am Beverly Thanks Rich Kindel FOCUS
Service Buetler L. INFO DUE
Potluck giving
26 27 28 29 30
10am Terry Mark 11:30am Larry
Service Feasters Cherniak
Coffee Hr Steve
11:45am Cripe
Meditation 6pm Yoga
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