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Our Month of Sunday Services 10:00 AM

May 7 Setting Healthy Boundaries, Rev. Dr. Jimmy Clifton. On the first Sunday of May, Rev. Dr. Jimmy
Clifton will return and his message is entitled, Setting Healthy Boundaries. Immediately following
the service, we will have coffee hour and snacks in the Gathering Place, and at 11:45, Meditation in the
downstairs meeting room..

The entire “loose plate” collection will go to our Sustainability Fund.

May 14 Humanism and the Science Fiction of Octavia Butler, Laura Snow, Radical Readers service.
Drawing from our Radical Readers book study group, Laura Snow will present a service on the 2nd
Sunday of May (Mother’s Day!). Immediately following the service, we will have coffee hour and snacks
in the Gathering Place, and at 11:45, Meditation in the downstairs meeting room. Laura is a member
of our Worship & Arts committee, and frequently speaks in services and coordinates others.

The “loose plate” collection will be shared equally with The Boys and Girls Club of Goshen.

May 21 Social Justice-Food Insecurity, Keith Sarber. On our 3rd Sunday, Keith Sarber, Director of Church
Community Services, will speak on food insecurity issues. This will be a special potluck Sunday. In
addition to everyone’s participation in bringing a dish for potluck, we will serve rice and beans. Rice
and beans are the main meal, or significant parts of a main meal, in many parts of the world. There will
be no Mediation group this Sunday. Our Annual Congregational Meeting will begin at 12:00
Noon.

The “loose plate” collection will be shared equally with The Boys and Girls Club of Goshen.
May 28 We welcome the Rev. Carolyn Hunt back to our pulpit this Memorial Day weekend for her message

entitled, The Way is Made by Walking. Immediately following the service, we will have coffee hour
and snacks in the Gathering Place, and at 11:45, Meditation in the downstairs meeting room.

The “loose plate” collection will be shared equally with Church Community Services.

Website Past Services
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Tidbits

¢ Yoga Sessions will be continuing Thursday evenings, 6 - 7 PM, at UUFE with instructor Kristen Smith-Meyers!
These sessions are also presented on zoom.

e Information for Sunday Meditation Sessions in May 2023 can be found in Meditation at UUFE .

e UU Feasters Wednesday Feasters will meet at 11:30 on May 24 at the Royal Seafood House, 7321 Heritage
Square Dr, Suite 190, in Granger. Be sure to let Mary Adams know that you can come so that she can reserve
adequate space for us. Contact her at 619-921-0613 or createenjoy@yahoo.com.

e The $2 Community Euchre games will meet at 4pm on Sunday, May 14th. All euchre fans and “wannabes” are
invited to join the fun. Contact Mary Adams at createnjoy@yahoo.com for more information.

e Charlie Bussard’s family has announced that they are planning a memorial to celebrate Charlie’s life at the
Union Michigan Conservation Club on May 6th at 1:00 pm. They have asked that anyone planning to attend
please notify Carolyne Andersohn so that they will have an idea how much food to prepare. She will relay the
information. Although some members of the Fellowship may attend the celebration we may also decide to have
a separate memorial at a later date

Annual Congregational Meeting on May 21, 2023!!

The Annual Congregational Meeting of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart will be held May 21, 2023,
starting at noon after the Service and our May potluck dinner. Minutes of the Annual Meeting of 2022 and of the
Special Congregational Meetings of January 15 and March 5 will be presented for approval, as will reports from the
President and committee chairs. We will elect officers and trustees of the Board of Trustees, elect committee members
for Endowment and Nominating committees, choose representatives to the Annual General Assembly, and approve
the budget for church year 2023-4.

The meeting will be held in the Gathering Place at UUFE.

Our By-laws state that persons voting at the Annual Meeting must have been members for 60 days. All members
who signed the Membership Book BEFORE March 21, 2023, are eligible to vote.



Treasurer’s Report & Finance Committee

A draft budget for the next fiscal year (2023-2024) was approved by the Board of Trustees on April 12, 2023. This
budget does include money for a half time minister with benefits based on the Geo Index 2 expenses provided by
UUA. The total budget is projected to be $115,600 with $65,000 going to fund the minister and benefits.

The Stewardship Pledge Drive is complete. A great big “thank you” is in order for Chair William Becker and his
able Committee Members; Linda Becker, T'J Shaum and Ron Gill.

A note is in order that one reason we are able to fund a part time minister is that, at the end of this fiscal year,
we will no longer have a mortgage payment. (Thanks for the motion made by Chuck Bower at last year’s Annual
Meeting to double our effort to pay that off this year.) The final payment will be made in June. The payments have
been going to the Endowment fund, since the Endowment paid the balloon payment for us in early 2015 when it came
due, and that money is being placed into a cash account each month within the fund.

~Ren C/(ygorm UUFE Treasurer

News from the April 12 Board Meeting

Ken Clayborn presented a draft budget for the 2023-2024 church year. The budget if adopted allows the hiring of
a part-time minister. After discussion, the budget was approved for presentation at the Annual Meeting of May 21.

Dwight Fish reported on the progress of the Ministerial Search. The congregational profile is now complete. He
also said that the pool of candidates is very small and UUFE is in competition with other UU churches. Guest William
Becker (also a member of the Search Committee) then spoke to request that the efforts of the Search Committee not
be undermined and asked that the Board endorse the hiring of a UU-trained minister to fill the position. The Board
did so. He also said that the Learning Center will be offered by the Committee as a possible residence for a part-time
minister, and asked that no competing uses be considered by the Board. Both Dwight and William said that the
Search Committee will continue to inform the congregation through Member Musings and that they will make the
contents of the congregational profile available.

There was discussion of where to post the rental policy and fees on the website.

The First Congregational Church of Elkhart had not responded to Carl Rust as to their needs if they rented our
building. Ken asked that these be in writing.

Pam Wyecliff reported on the slate prepared by the Nominating Committee.

Ken Clayborn is still trying to find an accounting firm to help keep the church accounts starting in church year
2024-2025.

Placing of food in the outside Food Pantry as an organized activity by UUFE will end April 14. How to collect
and distribute food for the needy after that will be discussed in later Board meetings.

The Board discussed the possibility of raising funds for UUFE by recruiting members and friends to be parking
attendants at the Elkhart County Fair. The main concern was that we had too few members that could participate.

There was discussion of how to prepare for the Annual Meeting of May 21.

~lile Darnel/ UUFE Secretary.

Nominees for Church Positions

The Nominating Committee has prepared the following slate of nominees to be considered at the Annual Meeting:

President-elect: Laura Snow
Trustee (2023-2026 term): Taylor Chadwick
Endowment (2023-2026 term): Ray Enfield
Nominating (2023-2026 term): Elizabeth Blackwell
Nominating (2023-2025, filling last two years of Linda Becker’s term) Phyllis Hostetler

At this time, there is no nominee for Secretary (term 2023-2025) due to the withdrawal of Michael Darnel from
consideration.



Proposed 2023-2024 Budget
(subject to amendment at May Board meeting)

Revenues

010 Pledge Revenue 82,330.00
015 Donations 2,500.00
030 Plate Revenue 2,500.00
040 | Fund Raising Revenue 2,500.00
060 Rent Revenue 1,500.00
070 Investment Income 10,000.00
095 Copier Revenue 100.00
098 | Miscellaneous Revenue 200.00
099 Carry from P-lines 14,000.00

Total Revenues 115,630.00

Expenses

101 Personnel 65,372.00
130 Caregiver Fund 200.00
200 Office Expense - General 600.00
210 | Office Expense - "Phone & Wi-fi 2,500.00
220 Office Expense - Postage 200.00
230 Copier Paper & Ink 700.00
240 Fundraising Expenses 200.00
300 Board Expenses 300.00
310 Building - Insurance 4,000.00
320 Building - Utilities 5,000.00
330 | Building & Ground - Operations 14,000.00
350 Building - Pianos 300.00
400 | Religious Education - Program 300.00
510 Hospitality /Coffee 150.00
520 Communications 1,600.00
530 Worship & Arts 8,150.00
540 Membership 750.00
550 Care Team/CCAT 400.00
560 Stewardship 300.00
570 Social Justice 300.00
580 Archives & History 85.00
610 Music 3,600.00
620 Denom - UUA 6,323.00
900 Miscellaneous Expenses 300.00

Total Expenses 115,630.00

Our church runs on volunteers. We amateurs prepare coffee and take care of the kitchen, set up and take down
chairs, recruit speakers and plan worship services, change lightbulbs, paint, garden, engage contractors for the chal-
lenging projects, tend our finances, and so much more! Every volunteer loves it when someone tells us that they
appreciate what they do for our church. And while it feels good to be appreciated, what volunteers most want to hear
(especially the committee chairs) is, “What can I do to help?” The tasks offered may range from the simple, such as
handing out orders of service or sharing a story with the kids, to the complex, such as blowing leaves off the roof.

The Editor’s Soapbox

Whatever you can do, even the smallest task will be appreciated and will keep our Fellowship healthy!

"'\]H(I(é] (Z)Q}”IZ(’/

The Care Committee reports that during March the needs of six UUFE community members were addressed.
These were typically multiple contacts including in-person visits, telephone visits, companionship and transportation.

VVVVVPY Care Items V99999

If you have needs such as these, contact the Committee for assistance.
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createnjoy@yahoo.com.




News from our Hard Working Committees

Worship € Arts

We’ve been cooking up a combination of interesting
services for May and June. Speaking of cooking, for our
3rd Sunday potluck service, we will have Keith Sarber,
Director of CCS speak on food insecurity issues. To re-
mind us of nutritional challenges throughout the world,
our potluck will include rice and beans, staples that many
rely upon for much of their dietary needs.

We will also have Rev. Dr. Jimmy Clifton and Rev.
Carolyn Hunt return to speak, and Laura Snow will de-
liver a service based on a book from the Radical Reader’s
group (Octavia Butler, anyone?). We’ll have a special ser-
vice with a Ukrainian student speaker, which will be care-
fully crafted for her longer message. A message we need to
hear! And, Rev. Beth Lefever, all the way from Neshoba
UU Church in Tennessee, returning to her ministry roots
to deliver the first service in June. (She was ordained at
UUFE.) Finally, we will have a combo Flower Commu-
nion and Father’s Day service, highlighted by the fact it
is the 100th anniversary of the first UU Flower Commu-
nion. That service will be jam-packed, and include a spe-
cial recognition for our RE Program, led by Judy Darnel.
Yay, kids!

Throughout the first part of this calendar year, we’'ve
been looking back and looking ahead. Despite the chal-
lenges and minor glitches (which don’t really matter.)
Feeling creative and having a little fun, all worthwhile.
Personally, I'm glad when someone says, "That message
didn’t quite resonate with me..." or "I'm not sure I liked
that part..." as we need to know. I'm especially happy to
hear thanks and encouragement for Joan Clayborn, Laura
Snow, Lorna Lane, Geneele Crump, Oxana Werbiansky,
and myself (Chuck Bower.) We are steadfast as a growing
tree!

~ C/Zufé Boh/er, Chair

Membership

The Membership Committee is working hard to pre-
pare the 2023-2024 annual directory. The Membership
Committee will be contacting everyone listed in the cur-
rent directory to make sure that we have accurate contact
information. Be on the lookout for an email or phone
call in the coming weeks. In addition to confirming or
updating addresses and phone numbers we’d love to get
recent pictures. Having this information helps us to get
to know each other a little better by being able to connect
names with faces. If you don’t want to wait to be con-
tacted, you can submit address/phone number updates

Previous

to Annette Long at InquisitiveOne23@yahoo.com. Pic-
tures with or without contact information updates should
be sent to Mike Darnel at mrdarnel@gmail.com. Your
Membership Committee is Annette Long, Joan Clayborn,
Mike Darnel, and Shari Mellin.

~Annette o@ﬁ, Membership Chair

Buildings € Grounds

Work continues on improvements to the Learning Cen-
ter / Children’s House. New flooring has been installed on
the main floor and the ductwork has been cleaned through-
out the house. We have purchased a new portable dehu-
midifier for the basement. Many hours have been spent
clearing out old, unused items and giving the center a
good facelift. Linda and William Becker and Mike Darnel
have been instrumental in moving this project forward.
And many thanks to all the volunteers who have painted,
scraped, and cleaned the facility to give it a new life. A
reminder to everyone is in order that funding for these im-
provements is coming from the insurance settlement pro-
vided by Church Mutual and is controlled as a project line
in the Cash Flow account.

Defying the weather forecasts, thirteen! volunteers
showed up for our April 22 Spring grounds cleanup!.
Some continued work in the Learning Center while oth-
ers cleaned out the porch flowerbed, replanted trilliums
saved from the Memorial Garden, removed paint from the
porch railings of the Learning Center, moved couches in
and out of the Learning Center and its garage, removed
dead leaves to the street for pickup, and replaced decora-
tive stones in the flower bed between the church building
and Garden Street. A hearty thanks to all of you! The
Spirit of UUFE volunteerism is alive and well!

~Plle Darnel, Acting Chair

CR 9 ROADSIDE SPRING CLEAN-UP

Ever eco-friendly, Steve Cripe has organized this
spring’s clean-up along CR 9. It will take place Satur-
day morning, May 6, from 9:00 to 10:00. Those planning
to help will meet at the CVS at the corner of Bristol and
Johnson Streets (CR 9) Steve reports that to get the job
done quickly, we need 16 people, especially now that Mei-
jer is opening. You can sign up on the clipboard on Ivy
Island, but, if you cannot make it, be sure to contact Steve.
If you have questions, contact Steve Cripe @ 574.370.8090
or stevecripe63@outlook.com. The rain date is set for
May 13th



News about Members

Here’s some good news to share. UUFE member William T. Becker recently
entered his painting in the 5th Annual Cass County, Michigan, Cass Regional Art
Gallery /Cass Area Artist’s Exhibition. His work of art, an acrylic painting, titled
The Couple in 6063 which normally hangs on the Becker’s family room wall in
their Edwardsburg home was accepted in the recent new exhibit. The art show
judge was Robert Nowalk, Master Artist Emeritus of Culver Academies.

There was a reception on Saturday, February 4, at the Cass County Regional
Gallery in the Cass County Courthouse Extension Complex, where awards were
announced. The awards were announced beginning, with 1st place ... then 2nd
place ...,then 3rd place ... then best ceramic piece ... and so on. No mention of
William’s name. So, it was assumed that William had not won an award. Then, as
everyone was standing there, the judge announced the winner of the exhibit’s, BEST of SHOW award was, William
T. Becker.

What a great surprise!

William is also the Director of the Cass Area Artists. CAA openly welcomes new members. Please do feel free
to contact William T.Becker at 1indwill@earthlink.net if you are interested in becoming a member of the CASS
Area Artists

Reaching Out

Milez Penninger reports that the time has come for him to legally adopt his stepchildren. He is currently saving
to meet the anticipated legal costs and has opened a Spot.fund account for those who would like to help out. Milez
will be happy to answer your questions and can be contacted at (574) 322-7513 or mypenguin.mj@gmail . com.

An Aesop’s Fable

The Wind and the Sun were having a fight
About who was stronger and who was not right
When the Wind saw a traveler walking along.
Said the Wind, “I’ll show you who’s strong.

T’ll blow the man’s coat off him and into that yard!
I know how to do it. I can blow really hard!”
So the the Wind blew hard, and then harder still
Until the man buttoned his coat from the chill.

The Sun saw this and started to grin
While the Wind blew harder as the man buttoned up to his chin.
“Allow me,” said the Sun and he started to glow
Warm and then warmer. The man’s sweat started to flow.
The sun then shone hot and started to gloat
As the man walked along as he unbuttoned his coat.

And even hotter, the Sun, he did shine
Until the man stood in the shade of a vine
He took off his coat to go on down the road

While toting coat like a big heavy load.

“And so,” said the Sun, “while force can seem strong
Gentle persuasion is best all along.”

~ Judy Darnel



Lifespan Religious Education

RE in General

The Children’s Program continues to attract two or more children each Sunday. In April, we learned about Passover,
made paper bag Easter baskets and decorated plastic eggs, learned about the church and toured the church grounds
with Ken Clayborn and Mike Darnel, and reread Make Way for Ducklings. In May we will discuss Mother’s Day
and make gifts, enjoy a story with David Graves, and begin our preparations for our Recognition Celebration in June.

Science and Society May 2023

In May the Science and Society group will view the Nova/National Geographic Society special Dawn of Human-
ity.

This program presents an important set of discoveries of ancient fossils of our human ancestors. Deep in a South
African cave, a team of experts has shared their discovery of a wealth of fossils which fills a crucial gap in the record
of our origins and may span the transition between the ape-like australopithecines (such as the famous Lucy) and the
earliest members of the human family. At the center of the discovery is paleoanthropologist Lee Berger, a character
brimming with enthusiasm and opinions. Since this is a two-hour long presentation, we will view it in two one-hour
sessions as follows. Due to scheduling hiccups in May we will schedule part one of this Science and Society presentation
for Tuesday May 16 th at 2 PM and the second session for Tuesday May 30 th at 2 PM in the Gathering place.

Meditation at UUFE

The meditation group will meet on Sundays in May after the weekly services at 11:45 AM in the CUUPS meeting
room in the basement below the main meeting room (Except May 21st which is potluck day and Annual Meeting).
Please feel free to attend. These sessions are usually about an hour long. We share ideas about our individual
meditation practices and participate in a short, guided meditation together.

The Society of Radical Readers!

For May, the Radical Readers will examine Octavia Butler’s Parable of the Sower, which contains many themes
and subjects near and dear to UUs. The book, published in 1993, describes a possible future in the United States,
beginning in 2024. It is eerily prophetic, even if hyperbolic and should lead to some fascinating conversation about
how UUs would handle some of the situations the characters find themselves in.

Newsletter Editor(s) Still Needed!

This is again to remind the UUFE community that Judy and Mike Darnel will be ending their time as FOCUS
editors and typesetters once the June 2023 issue is completed. They hope that our community has enjoyed and
appreciated their efforts, conscientious meeting of deadlines, their desires to provide another avenue of communication
between Board, committees, members, and friends, Judy’s limericks and poems, and Mike’s ability to seek out sources
and photographs.

Judy and Mike admit that preparing the newsletter does take time and effort but that this has been one of their
labors of love toward rebuilding our community.

No one should feel as though the format used by Mike is a “must” for the appearance of the FOCUS or that
his arcane scientific typesetting package LaTex must be used. Remember, as Judy said in one Fellowship Life
announcement, this is your chance to do it RIGHT!

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Editors: Judy Darnel and Linda Gill
Contributors: Ken Clayborn, Chuck Bower, Annette Long, William Becker, Mike Darnel, Mary Adams, and Ron Gill
Proofreaders: Ken Clayborn, Joan Clayborn, and Linda Gill

Monarch Butterly, photograph by Rick L. Hansen, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
This work has been released into the public domain by its author.

Photograph of William Becker, courtesy of Linda and William Becker
Page Layout € Typesetting: Mike Darnel



UU Vacations

Summer Camp for UU Teens

Marwood Youth Camp is designed to be a 4-year experience for UU youth aged 12-15 (rising 7th graders - rising
10th graders) and the majority of campers choose to attend for all four of the summers they are eligible. Camp for
2023 will be located at Pilgrim Park Camp and Conference Center in Princeton, IL. July 16th - 22nd. Registration
will be done through their website: https://www.muuyc.org.

UU Women’s Retreat

The UU Women’s Spring Retreat will be held from June 2nd through 4th at Pilgrim’s Park in Princeton, IL. There
will be a variety of workshops, vendors, worshipful experiences, as well as keynote speaker Solitary Witch Martha
Kirby Capo. Register by May 19th at the Women’s Connection website at: info@uuwomensconnection.org.

AMUUSE - UU Singles Camps

This year AMUUSE will host three, 3, events : a May weekend, July camp, and a September weekend.
May 5-8 will be held at Tower Hill camp in Sawyer, Michigan
July 16-22 will be held at Ralph A. MacMullan Center in Roscommon, Michigan
September 22-25 will be held at Tower Hill Camp in Sawyer, Michigan

Our camp and weekend activities are led by fellow campers. There are things to do in the morning, afternoon and
evening. They may include discussions on all types of topics, hikes into the natural areas and to Lake Michigan at
Tower Hill, day excursions to places of interest nearby, dancing, writing, yoga, crafts and games to name several. One
can be as active or as sedentary as one wishes.

For any questions about our camps and weekends, email AMUUSE . reg@gmail.com. Website: https://www.amuuse.
org

Hope to see you this year!

Chalice Sparx

Chalice Sparx Family Camp & Retreat is a multigenerational community that is intentionally welcoming for
LGBTQ+ families. Families who have a member who is trans or non-binary make up a sizeable portion of the families
who have attended over the years. We have nurtured several trans kids in their journey toward adulthood and offer
a time out of time and a place out of place experience for Unitarian Universalist families to connect and support one
another. Camp will be July 7-9, 2023. For more information, see http://www.chalicesparx.org/images/PDFs/
ChaliceSparx23%20brochure’20-%20for%20web. pdf.

Camp Unistar

Would you enjoy a week on a beautiful island retreat where you can unplug, unwind, and enjoy nature? A place
where you can learn something new and engage — when you want to — with a village of old and new friends who are
largely rooted in Unitarian Universalist values?

Camp UniStar is a place of natural beauty and serenity nestled on Star Island, surrounded by the clear waters
of Cass Lake. Here amidst the Pine forests of northern Minnesota, Unitarian Universalists and like-minded friends
gather to relax and regenerate. The dark, clear nights are perfect for star-gazing, while sunrises and sunsets invite
meditation.

For more information, see http://www.campunistar.org.

Summer Assembly

Midwest Unitarian Universalist Summer Assembly is an annual intergenerational Unitarian Universalist retreat
for fun, fellowship, and personal growth, Saturday, July 1 through Monday, July 3 2023, at Naperville, Illinois. See
https://www.muusa.org.
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