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Our Month of Sunday Services 10:00 AM

April 2 Water and Stones, by the Reverend Mariah Martin. We welcome Rev. Mariah Martin back to bring us
a new perspective and insight to the stories of two women of the New Testament. Immediately following
the service, we will have coffee hour and snacks in the Gathering Place, and at 11:45, Meditation in
the downstairs meeting room.

The entire “loose plate” collection will go to our Sustainability Fund.

April 9 Resurrection of Self, by the Reverend Dr. Jimmy Clifton. We welcome Rev. Dr. Jimmy Clifton
back to our pulpit to speak. His message is entitled Resurrection of Self for our special Easter
Sunday service. Please consider wearing a bonnet or hat for our Easter service! Immediately following
the service, we will have coffee hour and snacks in the Gathering Place, and at 11:45, Meditation in
the downstairs meeting room.

The “loose plate” collection will be shared equally with the Elkhart Women’s Shelter.
April 16 We are excited to have the Reverend Chip Roush, pastor of First Unitarian Church in South Bend,
speak to our Fellowship on this 3rd Sunday on a topic of his choosing. Immediately following the

service, we will have potluck lunch. Please bring a dish to share! There will be no Meditation Group
this Sunday.

The “loose plate” collection will be shared equally with the Elkhart Women’s Shelter.
April 23 On the Sunday following Earth Day, we are excited to have Jeff Zavatsky, the Director of the Elkhart

Environmental Center, speak to our Fellowship. Immediately following the service, we will have coffee
hour and snacks in the Gathering Place, and at 11:45, Meditation in the downstairs meeting room.

The “loose plate” collection will be shared equally with the Jail Chaplaincy Fund.

April 30 Taking Flight: A Black Family in the Great Migration. UUFE friend Don Wycliff will speak,
sharing a chapter from his memoir on race issues. Immediately following the service, we will have coffee
hour and snacks in the Gathering Place, and at 11:45, Meditation in the downstairs meeting room.

The “loose plate” collection will be shared equally with the Jail Chaplaincy Fund.
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Tidbits

Yoga Sessions will be continuing Thursday evenings, 6 - 7 PM, at UUFE with instructor Kristen Smith-Meyers!
These sessions are also presented on zoom.

Information for Sunday Meditation Sessions in April 2023 can be found in Meditation at UUFE .

UU Feasters will meet at 11:30 on April 26 at the Chubby Trout, 34212 Plaza Ct., Elkhart. Remember to
contact Mary Adams to reserve your space. Her email is createnjoy@yahoo.com.

The $2 Community Euchre games will meet at 4pm on Sunday, April 16th. All euchre fans and “wannabes” are
invited to join the fun. Contact Mary Adams at createnjoy@yahoo.com for more information.

Amendments to By-laws Approved!

In what has to have been the shortest congregational meeting (one minute and 55 seconds!) in UUFE history,

President Carl Rust called the meeting on March 5 to order
the attendance of a quorum was established

the purpose explained

a motion made to approve (by Pam Wycliff)

seconded (by Jim Barnes),

no one wishing to debate the motion, the motion to approve the By-Laws as amended passed by unanimous
voice vote with one additional affirmative absentee ballot, and

the meeting was adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Michael R. Darnel, UUFE Secretary (who wishes the typing could have been as fast!)



Treasurer’s Report & Finance Committee

Remediation of the black mold in the Learning Center basement is complete. The final payment to ServePro has
been paid. We received an insurance settlement check for $15,424 from Church Mutual Insurance, in early March, and
we have set that money aside for the repairs to that building.

A Quarterly Finance Committee meeting was held on March 16™. Minutes are issued. The primary item of
discussion was the coming budget year and how we are doing relative to that budget with our current pledge drive.
The target is to have a draft budget available for review and approval by the board, during its monthly meeting on April
12th, in preparation for the Annual Meeting in May. Treasurer Ken Clayborn presented two draft expense budgets for
possible board consideration: one with and one without a half-time minister. It was noted that the part-time minister
salary and benefits ($65,372) can be further evaluated before moving into negotiations with a prospective minister,
depending on the individual circumstances.

William Becker, TJ Shaum, Ron Gill and Ken Clayborn are working together on the Stewardship Committee to
compile pledges for the next fiscal year. All notices have been sent and the responses are coming in, but the deadline
passed on March 17™ and there are still a significant number of unanswered requests.

~Ren C/(éé/(é()/‘n, UUFE Treasurer

News from the March 8 Board Meeting

Members Present: Pam Wycliff, Steve Cripe, Linda Gill, Mike Darnel, Carl Rust, Mary Adams, Ken Clayborn,
Dwight Fish

Old Business: The Board approved the use of up to $15,424 received from Church Mutual Insurance for further
repairs to the Learning Center, with Linda Becker and Mike Darnel meeting with contractors for recommended repairs.
Dwight Fish reported that the Search Committee had been having problems posting the church profile on the UUA’s
jobs available portal but these were being mastered. With possible salary and benefits supplied by Ken Clayborn,
the profile should be ready for UUA approval. The Search Committee may be open to pursuing shared ministry with
another congregation. The rental policy, with minor corrections, was approve as presented by Pam Wycliff.

There again was spirited debate about renting worship space to the First Congregational Church (UCC), specifically
over having concurrent 10 AM services at each end of our Fellowship building. The Worship & Arts Committee listed
several concerns, and there was evidence that the interior fire doors did not seal off noise as well as thought. Pam
Wyecliff moved to have a town hall meeting, with Mary Adams eventually seconding. There was a general feeling that
more information from the Rev. Izzy Harbin was needed. At Dwight’s request, Pam Wycliff withdrew her motion.

Nominating Committee will soon be convened by Carl Rust, and Ken Clayborn will discuss his proposal to use
outside bookkeeping services with the Finance Committee before bringing the proposal to the Board.

For new business, the Board approved the Planting Policy sent on from the Building & Grounds Committee. It
also approved the request of Chuck Bower to use Communications funds for three Facebook postings each month that
will multiply our Facebook viewers by five to seven times.

~7’Z[Z{: ])m‘}ze/, UUFE Secretary.

Plantings Policy

To avoid the danger of having trees planted dangerously close to our Fellowship and Learning Center buildings
and the emotional trauma of seeing beloved trees removed because of the danger, the Board of Trustees adopted the
following guidelines for plantings of trees, shrubs, and flowers:

o Within O - 10 feet of a building:  Only non-invasive plants whose mature heights are less than 8 feet
e Within 10 - 20 feet of a building:  Only non-invasive plants whose mature heights are less than 30 feet
e More than 20 feet from any building:  Any non-invasive plant

The complete policy, with L-O-O-ONG lists of invasive plants that should NOT be planted, is available in the
UUFE office.



News from our Hard Working Committees

Committee Spotlight - Stewardship

April’s Committee Spotlight shines on the Stewardship
Committee, which raises the funds that we use to budget
for our annual expenses. Chaired by William Becker, the
committee also includes TJ Shaum and Ron Gill. The
three of them went into overdrive to cajole $82,331 (as of
this writing) for the Board to apportion among our vari-
ous church expenses that keep our church and committees
functioning. Thank you, William, T. J. and Ron for your
hard work and commitment to our Congregation.

Editor’s Volunteer Spotlight

April’s Spotlight also shines on Linda Becker. For the
past several months, Linda has been working with the
Building and Grounds Committee to rescue the Learn-
ing Center from its slow decline. Originally purchased as
a home for several of our Sunday School classes, it has
served as a home for intern-and interim ministers, com-
munity classes, Adult Forum, our Meditation Group, and
even a dressing room for guest ministers for an ordination.
Due to Linda’s concern, she coordinated with the B&G
committee to have an assessment done on the condition
of the building and to have black mold cleaned from the
Learning Center basement. Linda has also organized two
Saturday morning Clean-Ups to prepare the building for
replacement of the vinyl flooring. In addition, walls were
repaired, extraneous nails were removed from the walls,
bathrooms, closets, and window blinds were cleaned, and
furniture was moved. She is grateful for the hard work her
volunteers have done and has more plans to restore our
Learning Center to the asset it was when we purchased it
30 years ago. Thank you, Lindal!l!

Building On The Dream

Your UUFE Stewardship Committee sends its
THANKS to the continuing pledge responders to our 2023-
2024 operations-year stewardship campaign. As of March
26, 2023, the Stewardship Committee has received an ad-
ditional $16,505 in financial pledges of support after our
committee spent the past week calling friends and mem-
bers who have pledged previously. As of now the total of
UUFE pledges stands at $82, 331 from the members and
friends of UUFE;, in support of the continuing existence of
your Fellowship.

With only one week left before wrapping up our an-
nual Pledge campaign at the end of March, we are in high
hopes of hearing this week from the much needed previous
pledgers. Thanks to everyone for your continued belief in-
and support of-your Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Elkhart.

Sincerely,

~UUFE 2023-2024 ,s‘f(zmnr(é/(yxy Conpitiee

Search Committee

A BIG THANK YOU to the UUFE Congregation for
their patience and important information that helped us
formulate a strong profile as we begin our search for a part
time minister. The Search Team will be wrapping up our
work by Friday, March 31, 2023 and sending our “Minister
Profile” to our contact at UUA for a final edit and then
it will be posted into the jobs board. There will be more
to report once we have our request on the website and we
begin getting feedback. Love is the Spirit of this Church
and we will let it guide us to a new path. Peace.

~J)hy/(z Zisfy, Chair

Worship & Arts

We have a great lineup for April services! For our up-
coming Easter Sunday (April 9th) service, please wear a
bonnet or hat to celebrate the occasion! And word is go-
ing around that a wonderful Worship Associate may be
handing out special treats that Sunday!

As you have already noticed, we have begun a special
4th Sunday candle tradition on behalf of concerns that
are external to our Fellowship. “Call outs” will be part
of this tradition, and not individual words at the chalice
microphone.

Joys and Sorrows will continue, usually on 3rd Sun-
days, and include the opportunity to speak individually
at the chalice microphone. This, we hope, will focus on
joys, concerns, and sorrows for individuals within (inter-
nally) our Fellowship.

We’d like to express our appreciation to the hardwork-
ing tech team (Carl Rust, Randy Demerly, and Terry
Mark, and sometimes Chuck Bower and Ken Clayborn)
for their efforts to deliver great video and sound within
our four walls and via live Zoom and recorded YouTube
services. As Carl mentioned at the 3/12 service, he is
working on changes to simplify and reduce the number of
prep hours and complexity. This will hopefully give any
of us the chance to learn and volunteer; see Carl if you are
interested!

~ Cézz([ Hm«/er, Chair

By now you all know that limericks’
Last lines are often full of tricks.
It’s a good tool
As a general rule,

But not this time!

April Fool!



Membership

Who You Gonna Call? Church Members (and Friends)

It’s that time again. In preparation for publishing the
2023-2024 annual directory, the Membership Committee
will be contacting everyone listed in the current directory
to make sure that we have accurate contact information.
Be on the lookout for an email or phone call in the coming
weeks. In addition to confirming or updating addresses
and phone numbers we’d love to get recent pictures. Hav-
ing this information helps us to get to know each other
a little better by being able to connect names with faces.
If you don’t want to wait to be contacted, you can sub-
mit address/phone number updates to Annette Long at
InquisitiveOne23@yahoo.com. Pictures with or without
contact information updates should be sent to Mike Dar-
nel at mrdarnel@gmail. com.

Your Membership Committee is Annette Long, Joan
Clayborn, Mike Darnel, and Shari Mellin.

~Annette @)(77, 7’&7{56}“&%7'9 Cé(ufr

Buildings & Grounds

The Building & Grounds committee continues its
maintenance of our Fellowship and Learning Center build-
ings and has coordinated snow removal during the win-
ter. The automated entry doors to the Gathering Place
have been repaired to prevent dragging across the entry-
way floor and to have the outside access button work once
again.

In the last two weeks, Linda Becker has worked closely
with the committee to enable the installation of new floor-
ing in the Learning Center. This required clearing furni-
ture from the dining area, family room, two small bed-
rooms in the southwest corner, and cleaning all closets

throughout the building. Linda’s excellent recruiting and
organizing skills brought forth a large number of volun-
teers to share in the work. She and acting committee chair
Mike Darnel will continue to work together to outline tasks
and to hire contractors for what UUFE volunteers cannot
do.

In addition to the work on the Learning Center, the
Building & Grounds Committee is planning a Grounds
Cleanup day on Saturday, April 22, starting at 9:00 AM
and going at least until 12:00 noon. The Committee has
been brainstorming lists of things to do and will soon be
preparing signup sheets for volunteers.

~Plle Darnel, Acting Chair

U U U U

There have been
two cleanups of the
Learning Center on
Saturdays, March
18 and 25, thanks
to a group of dedi-
cated volunteers. Our
helpers included T.
J. Shaum, Oxana
Werbieansky, Linda
Gill, Ron Gill, Ge-
neele Crump, Katrina
Konopinski,  Phyllis
Hostetler, Gordon Hostetler, Ken Clayborn, William
Becker, and Mike Darnel . We emptied and moved book-
shelves, cleaned the family room, and selected items taken
for donation. We accomplished more than we thought we
could. And soon the Learning Center will be ready for its
new flooring. Thank you, Linda Becker for all your work
and for organizing these clean-ups!

April Showers Bring...

Let the rain kiss you

Let the rain beat upon your head with silver liquid
drops

Let the rain sing you a lullaby

The rain makes still pools on the sidewalk

The rain makes running pools in the gutter

The rain plays a little sleep song on our roof at night
And I love the rain.

~ @(z/;wfon,, }iajéw

Editor Judy Darnel would like for all of UUFE to share photographs of flowers to appear in the May issue of the

FOCUS.

Previous



The Editor’s Soapbox

Years ago I read a book called The 4-Hour Work Week by Timothy Ferriss. It is an interesting premise, but
not feasible for most of us. But one point he made still impresses me is that, to be successful, it is better to work
to improve our strengths, not our weaknesses. Playing to our strengths, he maintained, is what allows us to succeed.
And areas where are weaknesses are called for can be fulfilled by someone who is more capable in that area. This
principle can be applied to our congregation. While life has imposed limits on the things that many of us UUFErs
are able to do anymore, there are things we do well. Such as having fun. Our “Welcome Back” party last year was a
big hit, renewing relationships after the COVID lockdown. And there have been other events from the past, including
our Qoey Gooey Auction and progressive dinners, picnics and white elephant Christmas parties were both fun and
strengthened our connections among ourselves. Yes, such events take time and planning, but they were worth it in
the past and could be once again. And what other fun can we create?

~ Judy Darnel

In Passing

Long time UUFE member Charlie Bussard passed away Thursday at the Timbers
in Dowagiac, Michigan. He was 83 and joined UUFE in 1993. He was a quiet,
generous independent thinker and was a good friend here at UUFE. He enjoyed our
Adult Forums that were held before Sunday Services before COVID. He designed,
created and donated the wrought iron fence in the Memorial Garden. Mary Adams
has offered his son our help for Charlie’s memorial service. More information will
be shared later.

TODAY

IF
Today is tomorrow’s yesterday,
And today is yesterday’s tomorrow,
THEN
Tomorrow’s yesterday is yesterday’s tomorrow
And, all there is is today.
If most of our regrets involve yesterdays —
And what might have been,
And most of our hopes involve tomorrow and what we hope for,
THEN... PERHAPS...
We really have more control of our yesterdays and tomorrows
IF we live life completely today.

~ C/(ar/[ﬁ Buwa,ra/

April starts with the day of the Fool —
Innocuous as a general rule,
But there are those who get kicks
With ridiculous tricks
Involving bricks, sticks, and a mule.
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Lifespan Religious Education

RE in General

Our Sunday School class has been considering all things Spring. We read about and discussed the life cycle of the
pumpkin plant and, when the weather permitted, planted our own pumpkin seeds. We learned about the “Everything
Seed” that was the beginning of Everything (think Big Bang), and made pinwheels to mimic the swirls of galaxies and
stars. To mark the arrival of Spring, we read about Demeter and Persephone. We made bouncy butterflies, which,
like Persephone, spends time in a tiny “cave” before bursting forth in flowery colors. We also learned about Ramadan
and the importance of helping others by doing good deeds every day and commemorating them with links on paper
chains. President-Elect Pam Wycliff was kind enough to help. We are also looking forward to visits next month from
Mike Darnel and Ken Clayborn who will tell us about ways that we can take care of our church buildings and grounds.

In April, we will learn about Passover and celebrate Easter. We really look forward to an after-service Easter egg
hunt. (If you would like to be part of the Bunny Brigade to prepare and hide the eggs, let Judy Darnel know at
jldarnel@gmail.com. We will fill the eggs on April 8th at 10am and hide the eggs at 9:30 on Sunday, the 9th.)

Science and Society April 2023

The Queen of Trees

One of the most amazing stories in the natural world — a tale of intrigue and drama, set against grand Africa and
its wildlife. The fig tree and fig wasp differ in size a billion times over, but neither could exist without the other. Their
extraordinary relationship underpins a complex web of dependency that supports animals from ants to elephants.
Each fig is a microcosm — a stage set for birth, sex and death. Please join us on Tuesday April 11, 2023 at 2:00 PM
in the Gathering place for this presentation.

The Ritchie Boys

This 60 Minutes extended presentation tells the story of The Ritchie Boys. This was a special collection of soldiers,
with sizable numbers of German-Austrian recruits, of military intelligence officers and enlisted men of WW II who
were trained at Camp Ritchie in Washington County Maryland. Many of them were German-speaking immigrants
to the United States, often Jews, who fled Nazi persecution. They were used primarily for interrogation of prisoners
on the front lines and counter-intelligence in Europe because of their knowledge of the German language and culture.
They were also involved in the Nuremberg Trials as prosecutors and translators. They were responsible for gathering
more than half the actionable intelligence on the battlefield during WWII. Please join us on Tuesday April 25, 2023
at 2:00 PM in the Gathering place for this presentation.

Meditation at UUFE

The meditation group will meet on Sundays, after the weekly services, at 11:45 AM April 5th, 12th, and 26" in
the CUUPS meeting room in the North Basement. We will not meet on April 19™ so that the group may enjoy the
monthly potluck. All are welcome at these meditations. There is no charge. We usually try to discuss our individual
practices and trade ideas for books to read then settle in for a short, guided meditation. The sessions generally last
about an hour.

The Society of Radical Readers!

The Society of Radical Readers will meet at 7pm on Tuesday, April 4th, to discuss the evolution of the Humanist
Manifesto, which was a major influence in the creation of our 7 Principles. It was first drafted in 1933, and updated in
1973 and 2003. Readers will notice that each version is quite different from the others. Contact Judy Darnel if you need
a printed copy. Email: jldarnel@gmail.com. If you have access to a printer, go to https://zelalemkibret.files.
wordpress.com/2012/01/humanist-manifestos.pdf for versions 1 and 2 and https://americanhumanist.org for
the current version.

For May, the Radical Readers will examine Octavia Butler’s Parable of the Sower, which contains many themes
and subjects near and dear to UUs. The book, published in 1993, describes a possible future in the United States,
beginning in 2024. It is eerily prophetic, even if hyperbolic and should lead to some fascinating conversation about
how UUs would handle some of the situations the characters find themselves in.

Heart of the Circle Pagans!

Heart of the Circle Pagans will be hosting a Beltaine ritual on Saturday, April 29th. Doors open at 5:00 pm, with
ritual beginning around 5:30 pm. Bring a dish to share for a potluck dinner afterwards. This is a fun and festive
celebration of springtime and growing things! Weather permitting, we will have a Maypole to dance around!



UU Vacations

Bayside UU Family Camp

Looking for a great summer experience? Join us at Bayside UU Family Camp held at Lutherdale Camp on the
shores of Lauderdale Lakes in Elkhorn, WI. This year, camp will take place July 2nd to 8th. This special week includes
adult workshops, activities for children, free time for family fun and relaxation, and intergenerational activities. For
more information visit our website at http://www.baysideuu.org or contact baysideuu@gmail.com.

WhaleCoast Alaska - A More Authentic Travel Experience

Two unique, exciting fundraising tours organized by 4 Alaska UU congregations are being offered again June
10-20, 2023, and July 7-19, 2023, by WhaleCoast Alaska. Experience majestic scenery, wildlife, Denali National
Park, Alaska Native culture, glaciers, and UU homestays. For 28 years, WhaleCoast Alaska tours have been the
BEST way to visit Alaska. Register now for this amazing experience. Details: www.WhaleCoastAK.org. Questions:
whalecoastak@gmail.com

AMUUSE - UU Singles Camps

This year AMUUSE will host three, 3, events : a May weekend, July camp, and a September weekend.
May 5-8 will be held at Tower Hill camp in Sawyer, Michigan
July 16-22 will be held at Ralph A. MacMullan Center in Roscommon, Michigan
September 22-25 will be held at Tower Hill Camp in Sawyer, Michigan

Our camp and weekend activities are led by fellow campers. There are things to do in the morning, afternoon and
evening. They may include discussions on all types of topics, hikes into the natural areas and to Lake Michigan at
Tower Hill, day excursions to places of interest nearby, dancing, writing, yoga, crafts and games to name several. One
can be as active or as sedentary as one wishes.

For any questions about our camps and weekends, email AMUUSE. reg@gmail.com. Website: https://www.amuuse.
org

Hope to see you this year!

Chalice Sparx

Chalice Sparx Family Camp & Retreat is a multigenerational community that is intentionally welcoming for
LGBTQ+ families. Families who have a member who is trans or non-binary make up a sizeable portion of the families
who have attended over the years. We have nurtured several trans kids in their journey toward adulthood and offer
a time out of time and a place out of place experience for Unitarian Universalist families to connect and support one
another. Camp will be July 7-9, 2023. For more information, see http://www.chalicesparx.org/images/PDFs/
ChaliceSparx23%20brochure’20-%20for%20web. pdf.

Camp Unistar

Would you enjoy a week on a beautiful island retreat where you can unplug, unwind, and enjoy nature? A place
where you can learn something new and engage — when you want to — with a village of old and new friends who are
largely rooted in Unitarian Universalist values?

Camp UniStar is a place of natural beauty and serenity nestled on Star Island, surrounded by the clear waters
of Cass Lake. Here amidst the Pine forests of northern Minnesota, Unitarian Universalists and like-minded friends
gather to relax and regenerate. The dark, clear nights are perfect for star-gazing, while sunrises and sunsets invite
meditation.

For more information, see http://www.campunistar.org.

Summer Assembly

Midwest Unitarian Universalist Summer Assembly is an annual intergenerational Unitarian Universalist retreat
for fun, fellowship, and personal growth, Saturday, July 1 through Monday, July 3 2023, at Naperville, Illinois. See
https://www.muusa.org.
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