
Fellowship FOCUS
of the Unitarian Universalist

Fellowship of Elkhart
January 2023

Our Month of Sunday Services 10:00 AM

Christmas Day Potluck

January 1 Sunday, 1/1, 10 am: New Years Day Service (ZOOM ONLY) Our board president, Carl Rust, will
share music and a message exclusively via Zoom. We will relax in our pajamas, put our feet up, and
enjoy our favorite coffee and tea over Zoom to worship together!
The entire “loose plate” collection will go to our Sustainability Fund.

January 8 Our Membership Committee will introduce our recent and very new members, with a service homily
entitled "Belonging". Let us warmly welcome them! (Hint: if you’ve not formally joined our
membership yet - you still have a chance!)
The “loose plate” collection will be shared equally with the Elkhart County Symphony Orchestra.

January 15 Suzie Holszuh, a friend of Laura Snow and our Fellowship, will speak about the "Spiritual Value
of Food", with a special food workshop preceding on Saturday the 14th. More details to follow
in our weekly email updates. This is also potluck Sunday! Potluck will be followed by a Special
Congregational Meeting starting at 12:00 noon.
The “loose plate” collection will be shared equally with the Elkhart County Symphony Orchestra.

January 22 Milez Penninger will present “Transgender Issues” . Milez is a friend of our Fellowship and will
speak and inform us about transgender issues, of great value to us as a Welcoming Congregation in
the UUA.
The “loose plate” collection will be shared equally with the UUFE Food Pantry.

January 29 Judy Darnel is a member of our Fellowship and her message titled "Reflections on Reevaluating
Long Held Beliefs" will speak about the ways that our long-held beliefs affect our lives and the
benefits of revising them.
The “loose plate” collection will be shared equally with the UUFE Food Pantry.
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Announcement of Special Congregational Meeting

A Special Congregational Meeting will be held January 15 starting at 12:00 noon after potluck.
Items of business will be consideration of proposed revisions of our By-laws.

Following a recommendation from MidAmerica Region Consultant Kathy Burek, the Board of Trustees of the
Unitarisn Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart are proposing amending our By-laws. The proposed changes were made
available for UUFE members starting on December 4. Those that were not picked up by December 26, 2022, have
been mailed.

Tidbits

• Yoga Sessions will be continuing Thursday evenings, 6 - 7 PM, at UUFE with instructor Kristen Smith-Meyers!
These sessions are also presented on zoom.

• Information for Sunday Meditation Sessions in January 2023 can be found in Meditation at UUFE .
• UU Feasters will meet 11:30 AM January 25 at Brislo Bistro, 1500 Osolo Rd., Elkhart. Remember to contact

Mary Adams to reserve your space. Her email is createnjoy@yahoo.com.
• The $2 Community Euchre games will meet at 4pm on Sunday, January 8th. This will be followed by a soup

supper. All euchre fans and “wannabes” are invited to join the fun. Contact Mary Adams at createnjoy@
yahoo.com for more information.

In This New Year
In this new year, let us be amazed.

Let us search for new life and hope in our midst.
Let us nurture creativity in every form.

Let us be reminded that new insights of the universe are always being made.
In this new year, let us be amazed.

∼Aaron Stockwell

Home Next
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News from the December 14 Board Meeting

Members Present: Steve Cripe, Linda Gill, Mike Darnel, Carl Rust, Mary Adams, Ken Clayborn
After approval of the agenda, minutes of the November 9 meeting, treasurer’s report, and committee reports, the

Board took up four important Old Business items:
By-laws: Carl Rust brought comments and concerns of the Endowment Committee about proposed by-law changes
to the Board. They had noted that having three-year terms, with one member elected each year, is incompatible with
having five committee members. After discussion, Mary Adams moved to change the proposed wording to address
these concerns. Steve Cripe seconded the motion; the motion passed unanimously.
Roof Project Carl Rust moved to accept the recommendation of the Endowment Committee that the left-over funds
(approximately $16,333) from the Parking Lot project be used to pay toward the balance due for the roof. Mike
Darnel seconded. The motion passed unanimously. (It should be noted here that UUFE has received a donation of
$2500 designated toward the roof fund that will also be used.)

It was pointed out that $20,000.00 requested by the Board from the Endowment Fund had not yet been received.
Money from this request will be used in part as follows:
Learning Center: Ken Clayborn moved to allocate $7000 needed to address the mold problem in the Learning
Center basement; Steve Cripe seconded. The motion passed unanimously.
Fire Alarm System: Steve Cripe moved to accept the recommendation of Ken Clayborn and Mike Darnel to approve
the bid of FSS Technologies for a new fire alarm and monitoring system costing $7758.34. Linda Gill seconded; the
motion was approved.

Linda Gill asked if an insurance claim had been made to cover the damages caused by the power surge in September
2022. Ken Clayborn answered that we finally had all the costs (dishwasher, Sunday Services technology, fire alarm
system) needed to make the claim.

There was no new business. The meeting adjourned at 6:42 PM.
∼Mike Darnel, UUFE Secretary.

Treasurer’s Report & Finance Committee

1. Our new roof is installed and paid for. The chimney was also repaired as part of the project.
2. M and M Fire Protection has quoted a replacement fire panel and 5G communications system ($3,300). Mike

Darnel and I interviewed two other potential suppliers. The new bids are from FSS Technologies ($7758.34) and
Koorsen ($6271.00). After examining the pros and cons of each bid the Board chose to go with FSS Technologies
at the December meeting. The board also recommended changing our annual fire maintenance program over to
FSS after the contract with M & M expires in May.

3. The estimate for the black mold remediation in the Learning Center basement is just over $7,000. The board
also recommended that we move forward with this project early in the new year.

4. I met with the search committee to discuss financing considerations for the new part time minister as they move
through the process.

∼Ken Clayborn, UUFE Treasurer

Delegates Needed!

The UUA General Assembly meets every June and, for the last two years, has been held both online and in its host
city. This year the convention will be held in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, from June 21-25. UUFE has been allotted
two delegate slots to represent us in the denominations business meetings. This year it is very important for us to be
fully represented to provide input concerning the proposed changes to our Second Article of the UUA Bylaws. (The
vote to accept the new article is scheduled for 2024.). In addition to the business portion of the convention, there will
be worship services, a notable keynote speaker, and many interesting workshops to participate in.

Online participants will have on-demand access to all GA activities, a good way to see two workshops that are
scheduled for the same time! Please consider participating in this important event. UUFE has money available to
defray expenses.

Contents Next
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Denominational News

The UUA just announced that plans are underway for
next year’s General Assembly in Pittsburgh, Pennsylva-
nia. The planning begins to flesh out the 2023 theme of
Faithfully Becoming with an appeal for program propos-
als. The UUA is especially interested in proposals from
historically and currently marginalized communities. The
deadline for proposals is January 13, 2023. More informa-
tion is available at the UUA website.

The UUA is also recruiting assistance with the facilita-
tion of the conference. Positions open include GA Virtual
Emcees, GA Worship Coordinator, and GA Safety Team
Members. If you are interested in one of these positions,
contact LaTonya Richardson at the UUA.

Nominee for UUA President, 2023-9

UUA President Susan Frederick-Gray will be stepping
down as UUA President in 2023. The Unitarian Universal-
ist Association’s (UUA) Presidential Search Committee is
pleased to announce the nomination of the Rev. Dr. Sofia
Betancourt for UUA President, for the 2023-2029 term.
Rev. Dr. Betancourt is an experienced leader and theolo-
gian in Unitarian Universalism, including formerly serving
as a professor at Starr King School for the Ministry and
as Interim Co-President of the UUA in 2017. She cur-
rently serves as Resident Scholar and Special Advisor to
the Unitarian Universalist Service Committee.

For more information, visit Nominee &
UUA Board Statement . For information on nom-
inating an alternative candidate by petition, visit
Nominee by Petition .

Proposed Revisions to Article II of the UUA By-laws

The Article II Study Commission has been working
through the feedback from General Assembly, and are en-
gaging in our next round of drafting. Article II of the

Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) Bylaws, Prin-
ciples and Purposes, is the foundation for all of the work
of our UUA and its member congregations and covenanted
communities. It is the covenant to which all of our con-
gregations and covenanted communities pledge themselves
when they become members of our UUA. To see the pro-
posed revisions, visit Article II Draft. The November
round of comment is now finished, but a December round
for commenting is now being planned.

For questions and/or comments about the proposed
Eighth Principle, visit Eighth Principle .

Small Congregations Consortium

The Rev. Phil Lund of the MidAmerica Region will
again be hosting twice-monthly meetings of members of
“small” congregations within the MidAmerica Region.
While most attending are leaders in some way of their
congregations, others can attend. (The number of atten-
dees, though, is a factor!) Enrollment for the meetings can
be found at Small Congregations Check-in . One can
register for one, two, etc., or all, if one so chooses! Reg-
istration for the January 5th meeting closes on January
4.

WhaleCoast Alaska - A More Authentic Travel Experience

Two unique, exciting fundraising tours organized by 4
Alaska UU congregations are being offered again June 10-
20, 2023, and July 7-19, 2023, by WhaleCoast Alaska.
Experience majestic scenery, wildlife, Denali National
Park, Alaska Native culture, glaciers, and UU homestays.
For 28 years, WhaleCoast Alaska tours have been the
BEST way to visit Alaska. Register now for this amaz-
ing experience. Details: www.WhaleCoastAK.org. Ques-
tions: whalecoastak@gmail.com

♥♥♥♥♥♥ Care Items ♥♥♥♥♥♥

Your Care Team has been busy and has addressed needs for 12 congregants in November. Some of these contacts
were companionship visits and time. Some were for transportation. Others were reaching out with health and
emotional concerns. Some of these contacts were by telephone while others were in person. Many thanks to Care
Team members Mary Adams, Jim Todd, Steve Cripe, Karen Cripe, Dwight Fish, and Mary Perron.

We are also aware and appreciative of the efforts by other non-Care Team congregants to be helpful to other
congregants. I would say this is indeed a congregation that cares about each other. All Care Committee members
may be reached by leaving a message on the Church answering machine.

∼Mary Adams, CareTeam Chair

Previous Contents Next

4



News from our Hard Working Committees

Membership

We are delighted to welcome three new members at a
special service on January 8, as well as welcoming those
who joined earlier this year.

In early December we sent out over 100 holiday cards
to members and friends of the fellowship. We continue to
send out birthday cards. If you haven?t received a card
from us, we might not have your correct address. Please
contact membership chair, Annette Long, with any ad-
dress updates at InquisitiveOne23@yahoo.com.

If you had pictures taken recently, be sure to consider
submitting one for the new directory that will come out in
July. We are hoping to have updated pictures to go with
address listings. Pictures can be sent to Mike Darnel. His
email address is mrdarnel@gmail.com.

We are especially looking forward to the January 8th
service, when we will formally recognize our newest mem-
bers. If you’ve not formally joined our membership yet -
you still have a chance!

The Committee held a New UU class in November.
Three attendees concluded the class by signing the Mem-
bership Book! A New Member Recognition will be held
on the 8th. In addition, the Committee convened to mail
holiday cards to all members.

Buildings & Grounds

Roof: As mentioned last month, the Fellowship Build-
ing roof was repaired and reshingled over the Thanksgiv-
ing holiday. There were additional costs of $195.00 as
three other areas of roof decking had to be replaced. The
contracting firm, Roof Pros, found badly damaged roof
decking over both north corners of the sanctuary and over
the southwest corner of the church office. We clearly made
our repairs just in time.

We are already seeing a positive benefit from the work.
In past years, ice dams would form over the gutters around
both front entrances and water flowing over the gutters
would form on the sidewalks below. In the two snowstorms
of this winter thus far, this has not occurred.
Furnaces: The inducer motor on the furnace serving
the Gathering Place went out in early December. During
replacement, it was discovered that a plastic screen on a
condensator behind the motor was badly cracked and leak-
ing water was starting to rust the metal frame. This was
replaced by a new and sturdier screen. Routine service
and inspection of the other furnaces found the same prob-
lem on the furnace serving the kitchen and foyer areas.
This was also replaced. The other two furnaces already
had sturdier screens.
Learning Center: As reported last month, new sump
pumps were installed and problems with black water lines
were corrected. These problems may have caused a black
mold problem in the basement, most noticeably in the

southeast and northwest corners. The Board has approved
funds for removing materials contaminated with the mold.
In the meantime, use of the Learning Center is
severely discouraged!

Even when the mold problem is addressed, there are
other problems with that building. Years ago, an over-
flowing bathtub (or so I have been told) badly damaged
and warped subflooring in the southwest area. Outlets in
the kitchen and bathrooms and exterior outlets need to
be replaced with GFCI outlets. Even more repairs (Linda
Becker has a long list!) need to be done if the building is
ever to be used as a sanctuary, used as a residence, or sold
to free the land for other uses.

2022 has been a very expensive year for maintenance
of our facilities, due in part to years of neglect and de-
lay. Remember! We as a congregation need buildings and
equipment to carry out our ministries!

∼Mike Darnel, Acting Chair

Worship & Arts

As the short, cold days of winter continue, we have a
marvelous array of services for January! First, our board
president, Carl Rust, will open our year with a Zoom-only
New Years Day service, which will feature his music and
words. So we will relax in our pajamas, put our feet up,
and enjoy our favorite coffee and tea over Zoom to worship
together.

Second, on Jan. 8th, our Membership Committee will
introduce our recent and very new members, with a service
homily entitled "Belonging". (Hint: if you’ve not formally
joined our membership yet - you still have a chance!)

Suzie Holszuh will speak about the "Spiritual Value of
Food" on Jan. 15th, with a special food workshop pre-
ceding on the 14th. Milez Penninger will speak on Jan.
22nd about "Transgender Issues". Finally, on Jan. 29th,
Judy Darnel will wrap up our month with "Reflections on
Reevaluating Long Held Beliefs".

Thanks to everyone who signs the clipboard and helps
with routine tasks to make our Sundays better, such as
providing flowers, making the coffee, providing coffee hour
snacks, cleaning up after coffee hour, etc.

Our service schedule is updated on www.uufe.org, and
announcements on our Facebook page and UUFE Peeps
group. We are always open to suggestions of speakers and
topics. Please see Joan, Laura, Lorna, Geneele, Oxana, or
Chuck if you have a burning desire to speak or a speaker
and topic in mind.

∼Chuck Bower, Chair

Endowment

The current value of the endowment is $307,560.26.
The Committee believes the current allocation is fine and
no changes will be made. The Committee pointed out to
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the Board that there was inconsistent and confusing lan-
guage with the proposed reduction in length of terms and
committee size.

After discussion, the consensus of the committee was
to recommend that unused funds from the Parking Lot

project be used to pay for the remaining expense of the
roof project. The consensus was to use the unspent park-
ing lot funds to meet the final payment on the roof.

∼Abstracted from committee minutes

The Editor’s Soapbox
UUFE has been busy over the past year! After the departure of our minister at the end of last year, our Worship

and Arts Committee scrambled to provide online and recorded worship services every Sunday, Over the next few
months, we had guest speakers, beginning with the Reverend Jimmy Clifton, prerecorded sermons provided by the
UUA, live (via Zoom) guest speakers and presentations from fellow members. As the weeks passed, the Committee
moved from January’s panic-mode and now provides us with a thoughtful variety of in-person Sunday services drawing
on our membership and the Elkhart community.

In February, we published the reinvigorated Fellowship Focus, providing a platform for the Board, all committees,
and individual members and friends to share information with the congregation. In March, we began to meet together
as well as on Zoom and YouTube. Although we were masked and socially distanced, we breathed a communal sigh of
relief to know that our UU Community was intact.

Since then we have watched as the Building and Grounds and Parking Lot Committees supervised the rebuilding
of the parking lot. We also replaced the roof of our main building.

Amid all this, we have lost some long-term members: founding member Shirley Ivy, as well as Vern Thomas, Linda
Arborgast, and Dale Kern. However, new faces are appearing with three new members and a number of new friends
and visitors. In addition, there are several children who attend frequently, creating a need for a Sunday School class.

We have come a long way from our first, panic stricken weeks of January 2022. We had regained our footing as a
confident congregation as we rediscover our strengths, our interests, our talents, and our skills as a lay-led Fellowship.
Together, we are strong.

∼Judy Darnel

Member Profiles
UUFE Member Spotlight is a feature by Terry Mark introducing members of our

fellowship and their unique stories. Let’s meet Gordon and Phyllis Hostetler, longtime
members of UUFE since 1972, in their own words:

We became Unitarian Universalists (we’re former Mennonites) when we moved to Ham-
den, Ct., in 1969 and could not find a Mennonite congregation in the area. We liked the
UU humanist philosophy which seemed to match the philosophical side of Mennonites.

We moved back to Elkhart in 1972 and found UUFE and decided that it would be good
to continue our UU membership here. We have engaged in a number of activities at UUFE
over the years. We have each served on the board and Gordon has been president twice
(though one of the times he was absent from meetings a lot because of work assignments).
We have taught Sunday School and have been members of many committees. Phyllis has
been on the Archive and History committee for a long time. Gordon has been involved
with the Endowment and Finance committees over the years.

We have many interests. Phyllis knows all about food types and preparation including Indian dishes (Gordon grew
up in India from age 4 to 17). Gordon enjoys thinking about stock investment and has been a member of a stock
investment club for many years. Phyllis is a member of two book clubs, Riverside and Literary Tea. We both like
music (recorded and live), reading, and Sudoku and crossword puzzles.

Now the Work of Christmas Begins
When the song of the angels is stilled, when the star in the sky is gone,

when the kings and princes are home, when the shepherds are back with their flocks,
the work of Christmas begins:

to find the lost, to heal the broken, to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner, to rebuild the nations,

to bring peace among the people, to make music in the heart.
∼Howard Thurman
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Lifespan Religious Education

RE in General

The Children’s RE program has continued to attract between 2 and 4 children during the last month. The theme
for November was love and gratitude for those around us. The December theme was winter holidays: Hanukkah and
Christmas. Since Christmas is on a Sunday this year, we will learn about Kwanzaa in the first class of January.

The Adult RE program Science and Society spent November viewing and discussing information about the US
Constitution and was well attended. It is on hiatus for December, but will reconvene in January. The new discussion
group, the Society of Radical Readers had its initial meeting in November with a discussion of the oft-banned
young adult novel, All American Boys, by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely with attendance of three readers.
The December selection, How the Word is Spread, by Clint Smith was attended by four participants. The January
section is the Carl Hiassen novel, Squeeze Me, which will be discussed at the January 6 meeting.

Science and Society January 2023

Two programs, each 55 minutes long, will introduce us to the spectacular wonders of the world’s most compelling
national parks.

On Tuesday January 10th at 2:00 pm in the Gathering Place, we will view A World of Wonder , narrated by
former President Barack Obama. From Africa’s beaches to Japanese islands to Australia’s Great Barrier Reef, the
natural world’s untamed beauty comes into gorgeous focus.

California’s vibrant coastline gets its close-up on Tuesday, January 24th at 2:00 pm in the Gathering Place. Again
narrated by former President Obama, we will see Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, USA, which has
an emphasis on the delicate balance struck between wildlife and humanity.

Meditation at UUFE

The meditation group will meet on January 8, January 22nd and January 29th in the CUUPS meeting room in the
North Basement at 11:45 am. We will not meet on January 1st since that service is a virtual service and no one will
be in the building. We will also not meet on January 15th since that is both potluck Sunday (and we want to enjoy
potluck with the Fellowship) and the date for a Special Congregational Meeting. All are welcome at these meditations.
There is no charge. We usually try to discuss our individual practices and trade ideas for books to read then settle in
for a short, guided meditation. The sessions generally last about an hour.

The Society of Radical Readers!

Have you ever wondered why some groups have secret handshakes? Or why, at some sites, religious pilgrims will
scale a long flight of steps on their knees? Or what’s the deal with fire walking? To find out, join us at 7pm on
February 3, for a discussion of Dimitris Xyglatas’ book Ritual: How Seemingly Senseless Acts Make Life
Worth Living. Xygalatas, a social anthropologist, explores the variety of ways that humans around the world seek
meaning through their rituals, from sports fan traditions to religious ceremonies to fire walking. The book is available
through Amazon and Barnes and Noble, in tangible and e-reader formats.
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2022 in Pictures
A Sample of our Speakers

Restoration of our Sacred Space

Rebuilding and Repair
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Rebuilding our Community
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January Meetings, Birthdays, and Events

1
Sunday
Service 10:00

Meditation
11:45 AM

2 3
Randy
Demerly

4
Emily
Morison

5
Yoga,
6-7 PM

Sarah
Cooke-
Gurka

6
Readers’ Group,
7 PM

Mike
Puro

7
Gloria
Salavarria

Mary
Currey

8
Sunday
Service 10:00

Meditation
11:45 AM

Euchre, 4:00
PM

9 10
Science & Soci-
ety
2:00 PM

Worship & Arts,
7:00 PM

11
Board Meet-
ing, 6:00 PM

Phyllis
Hostetler

Carl
Rust

12
Yoga, 6-7 PM

13 14
Barb
Kindel

15
Sunday
Service 10:00

POTLUCK!

MEETING,
12 NOON

16 17 18
Hank
Skinner

Bri
Tribbett

19
Yoga, 6-7 PM

20 21
Phil
Campagnoli

22
Sunday
Service 10:00

Meditation
11:45 AM

23 24
Science & Soci-
ety
2:00 PM

25
Feasters,
11:30 AM

FOCUS
DEADLINE

26
Yoga, 6-7 PM

27 28

29
Sunday
Service 10:00

Meditation
11:45 AM

30
Ken
Clayborn

31

15 Chad Crabtree
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BoardofTrustees

CarlRustcarlrust57@gmail.com
PamWycliffrn_pamela@yahoo.com
MikeDarnelmrdarnel@gmail.com
KenClaybornkclayborn52@gmail.com

DwightFishfish73@comcast.net
MaryAdamscreatenjoy@yahoo.com
LindaGilllg5573@aol.com
SteveCripestevecripe63@outlook.com

The Unitarian Universalist
Fellowship of Elkhart
1732 Garden Street
Elkhart, IN 46514
(574) 264-6525
uuelkhart@gmail.com

The Fire of Commitment


