
Fellowship FOCUS
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Fellowship of Elkhart
February 2023

Our Month of Sunday Services 10:00 AM

February 5 “A Message of Love.” Our previously scheduled guest minister can’t make it, so Worship & Arts will
lead this first service during a month of services themed on Love. Chuck Bower will speak, Geneele
Crump will provide poetry, and we will also introduce a special opportunity for you to offer your
“Messages of Love.” Plus, William Becker will offer a Stewardship Moment/Musing. Immediately
following the service, we will have coffee hour and snacks in the Gathering Place, and at 11:45,
Meditation in the downstairs meeting room.
The entire “loose plate” collection will go to our Sustainability Fund.

February 12 The Rev. Carolyn Hunt returns to our pulpit during a month of services themed on Love. Immedi-
ately following the service, we will have coffee hour and snacks in the Gathering Place, and at 11:45,
Meditation in the downstairs meeting room.
The “loose plate” collection will be shared equally with the Center for Hope and Healing.

February 19 The Rev. Izzy Harbin of First Congregational Church, UCC, will return to our pulpit to speak, and
many of her congregation will join us! This 3rd Sunday is potluck Sunday. Please bring a dish to
share and plan to stay for lunch. There will be no meditation program.
The “loose plate” collection will be shared equally with the Center for Hope and Healing.

February 26 Tom Labuzienski, Development Director at WVPE, will speak at our service, in part, about his
pilgrimage journey on the Camino De Santiago. Also known as the Way of St. James, this is a
network of trails that lead to the shrine of the apostle Saint James in the cathedral of Santiago de
Compostela, in Galicia in northwestern Spain. Immediately following the service, we will have coffee
hour and snacks in the Gathering Place, and at 11:45, Meditation in the downstairs meeting room.
The “loose plate” collection will be shared equally with the Elkhart Humane Society.

Website Past Services
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Tidbits

• Yoga Sessions will be continuing Thursday evenings, 6 - 7 PM, at UUFE with instructor Kristen Smith-Meyers!
These sessions are also presented on zoom.

• Information for Sunday Meditation Sessions in February 2023 can be found in Meditation at UUFE .
• UU Feasters will meet 11:30 AM Febuary 22 at The Vine, 214 S. Main St., Elkhart. Remember to contact

Mary Adams to reserve your space. Her email is createnjoy@yahoo.com.
• The $2 Community Euchre games will meet at 4pm on Sunday, February 12th. All euchre fans and “wannabes”

are invited to join the fun. Contact Mary Adams at createnjoy@yahoo.com for more information. However,
there will NOT be a soup supper afterward.

Trying to Herd Cats

Unitarian Universalism is not a monolithic religion. It has several sources, several strands of thought, and several
opinions on how best to proceed. Gordon Gibson, a former minister of UUFE, once told me that working with UU’s
was like herding cats. (I have also heard the same expression used about working with college professors. Odd that I
am both a UU and once was a college professor.)

So –Surprise! Surprise!– there are Unitarian Universalists who disagree with the proposed Eighth Principle and
the proposed revision of Article II in the UUA By-laws. In other words, there are UU dissidents.

Usually this does not affect what goes into the FOCUS. But this month we have included the text of the proposed
Article II revision. As pointed out, the changes are dramatic, and almost certainly will lead to changes that no one,
not even those on the Commission, can foresee. An unidentified group called Save Our UU Principles has been
formed, and is contacting UU congregations to argue against adoption. Earlier stresses about how UU’s should deal
with racism led (in part) to some forming the UU Multiracial Unity Action Council.

Our commitment to open and honest discussion means that the voices of dissidents should not be stifled. As a
result, we have later included links to their materials for those of us at UUFE who might have an interest to learn what
other points of view are circulating within the UU national community. This is neither to endorse nor condemn what
they are saying. It is the principle of the thing, that discussion is not to be merely allowed but actively encouraged.

∼Mike Darnel

Home Next
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Treasurer’s Report & Finance Committee

1. M and M Fire Protection has quoted a replacement fire panel and 5G communications system ($3,300). We
learned just after January 1st that our fire system was rendered inactive on December 31st when the 4G signal
was no longer received by the cell towers. We decided, rather than try to reinvent the entire system, we would
stay with the reasonable estimate of our current supplier M and M Fire Safety. The installation is in process. We
will still need to sit down with the managers at M and M and discuss some of the hiccups we have experienced
with their program before we renew our annual program in May.

2. The estimate for the black mold remediation in the Learning Center basement is just over $6941. The board
recommended that we move forward with this project. A payment of half down has been made ($3,450.00) and
the project will proceed beginning in early February. Once the black mold has been removed, we will be able to
begin using the Learning Center again as we evaluate moving forward with additional repairs to the building.

3. I met with the search committee to discuss financing considerations for the new part time minister as they move
through the process.

∼Ken Clayborn, UUFE Treasurer

News from the January 11 Board Meeting

Members Present: Dwight Fish, Pam Wycliff, Steve Cripe, Linda Gill, Mike Darnel, Carl Rust, Mary Adams,
Ken Clayborn

After approval of the agenda, revision of the minutes of the December 14 meeting to show those absent, revision of
the treasurer’s report to show $967.00 actually coming from Endowment funds and not from pledges, and committee
reports, the Board went to old business:
By-laws: Pam Wycliff asked for the reasons behind changing the wording of election of Endowment Committee; these
were explained. This was followed by discussion and consensus on how the Special Congregational Meeting on January
15 should be conducted.
Roof Project The details of the funding of the new roof for the Fellowship Building were given by Ken Clayborn:
$16,333.00 from funds not used for the Parking Lot, a donation of $2500.00, and $967.00 from Endowment.
Learning Center: The Board approved $3450 as payment-in-half to have ServPro begin the mold remediation in
the Learning Center.
Fire Alarm System: The Board also approved $1616.73 as payment-in-half to M & M Fire Protection Services for
the installation of a new fire panel that will operate on the new 5G cell tower signals.
Rental Policy: Pam Wycliff shared the existing rental policy and the new proposed fees to be charged. It was found
that the original policy had incomplete sentences and needs to be updated before approval. Dwight Fish also had
more material and data to share with Pam about past practices. Discussion was tabled for a later meeting.

There was discussion of renting space to the First Congregational Church of Elkhart, and who should be on a Task
Force to negotiate with the Rev. Izzy Harbin and the Governing Council of that church. Carl said that the first step
should be to establish whether that congregation was still interested; he would contact them to see if this were so.
NEW BUSINESS:
Lifespan Religious Education: Judy Darnel presented a proposal to revive the Lifespan Religiious Education
committee, and have a Parents’ Advisory Council in place as well for advice and support. No action was taken at this
time, but the Board encouraged Judy to explore these ideas with the congregation and parents.
Social Justice Committee: Judy Darnel presented a proposal to revive the Social Justice Committee, suggesting
“Social Action Sundays” once a month. The Board again encouraged Judy to explore these ideas with the congregation.

At the request of Pam Wycliff, the Board discussed setting limits on how much a committee can spend on a project
without prior Board approval. No action was taken.

Pam Wycliff also reported that on at least two occasions, the back door to the Fellowship Building had been left
unlocked after a rental. Carl will address this issue in his monthly Board greeting on January 15.
COVID: Pam Wycliff noted that COVID levels for Elkhart County had been raised to ‘Yellow’; there was discussion
of whether the potluck dinner on January 15 should be cancelled. After reviewing the CDC recommendations for this
level, it was decided to proceed as usual, but with placing signs urging the use of masks and posting of the CDC
guidelines.

∼Mike Darnel, UUFE Secretary.
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Denominational News

General Assembly, 2023

The UUA General Assembly will be held in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, from June 21-25., and again will have both
in-person and online participation. Online participants
will have on-demand access to all GA activities, a good
way to see two workshops that are scheduled for the same
time! In addition to the business portion of the conven-
tion, there will be worship services, a notable keynote
speaker, and many interesting workshops to participate
in.

The UUA may still need volunteers to help with the
facilitation of the conference. At last word, positions open
include GA Virtual Emcees, GA Worship Coordinator,
and GA Safety Team Members. If you are interested in
one of these positions, contact LaTonya Richardson at the
UUA.

UUFE has been allotted two delegate slots to represent
us in the denominations business meetings. This year it
is very important for us to be fully represented to provide
input concerning the proposed changes to our Second Ar-
ticle of the UUA Bylaws, and to participate in the first
vote on adopting the amended Article II. A simple major-
ity in 2023 voting for the change will then place the item
for a final vote at GA 2024. That vote will need a 2/3
majority for adoption.

Please consider participating in this important event;
registration is now open. Registration before February 28
is $250 for virtual participation and $400 for full in-person
attendance; persons attending their first GA can register
for $300.00.

Registration rates go up after February 28. UUFE has
money budgeted for assisting two persons to attend.

To register, see https://www.uua.org/ga/
registration.

Nominee for UUA President, 2023-9

The Unitarian Universalist Association’s (UUA) Presi-
dential Search Committee is pleased to announce the nom-
ination of the Rev. Dr. Sofia Betancourt for UUA Presi-
dent, for the 2023-2029 term. Rev. Dr. Betancourt is an

experienced leader and theologian in Unitarian Univer-
salism, including formerly serving as a professor at Starr
King School for the Ministry and as Interim Co-President
of the UUA in 2017. She currently serves as Resident
Scholar and Special Advisor to the Unitarian Universalist
Service Committee.

For more information, visit Nominee &
UUA Board Statement . For information on nom-
inating an alternative candidate by petition, visit
Nominee by Petition .

Small Congregations Consortium

The Rev. Phil Lund of the MidAmerica Region
will again be hosting twice-monthly meetings of mem-
bers of “small” congregations within the MidAmerica
Region. Enrollment for the meetings can be found at
Small Congregations Check-in . One can register for
one, two, etc., or all, if one so chooses! Registration for
the February 2nd meeting closes on February 1.

WhaleCoast Alaska - A More Authentic Travel Experience

Two unique, exciting fundraising tours organized by 4
Alaska UU congregations are being offered again June 10-
20, 2023, and July 7-19, 2023, by WhaleCoast Alaska.
Experience majestic scenery, wildlife, Denali National
Park, Alaska Native culture, glaciers, and UU homestays.
For 28 years, WhaleCoast Alaska tours have been the
BEST way to visit Alaska. Register now for this amaz-
ing experience. Details: www.WhaleCoastAK.org. Ques-
tions: whalecoastak@gmail.com

UUA Certification Complete

The officers of the UUFE Board of Trustees and the
Membership Committee have completed our annual Con-
gregational Certification to the UUA. Our membership
stayed at 81 members, while children’s RE enrollment and
Sunday service attendance grew.

♥♥♥♥♥♥ Care Items ♥♥♥♥♥♥

Our Care Team, which meets in person quarterly, met January 5, 2023, and discussed their activities.
During the month of December the needs of nine different congregants or households were addressed. These were

primarily of the nature of in-person or telephone supportive visits and companionship as well as transportation.
Karen Cripe had previously brought up an idea which was acted upon during this meeting. This was the concept

of having "Good and Plenty Gift Bags" provided for area homeless persons. A description of the Social Action project
and call for donations (cash and in-kind) will be made to UUFE. These bags would be distributed at a designated
time on the Civic Plaza.

∼Mary Adams, CareTeam Chair

Previous Contents Next

4

https://www.uua.org/ga/registration
https://www.uua.org/ga/registration
https://www.uua.org/pressroom/press-releases/psc-nominee-president
https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/board/announcements/board-statement-uua-pres-nom
https://www.uua.org/uuagovernance/elections/nomination-petition
https://www.uua.org/midamerica/events/small-congregations-check
whalecoastak@gmail.com


Proposed Revisions to Article II

Editor’s Note: In June 2020, the UUA Board of Trustees established the Article II Study Commission to study the
need to revise Article II of the UUA By-laws. The charge to the Commission, the members of the Commission, and
their methods are given in great detail at

https://www.uua.org/files/2023-01/a2sc_rpt_01172023.pdf,

as well as the current Article II (containing our 7 Principles and 6 Sources) and the proposed revision.
An earlier version was circulated last fall (see the December issue of the FOCUS) for comment and feedback, and

substantial revisions were made in preparing the draft presented below.

Section C-2.2. Values and Covenant.
As Unitarian Universalists, we covenant, congregation-to-congregation and through our association, to support

and assist one another in our ministries. We draw from our heritages of freedom, reason, hope, and courage, building
on the foundation of love. Love is the power that holds us together and is at the center of our shared values. We are
accountable to one another for doing the work of living our shared values through the spiritual discipline of Love.

Interdependence. We honor the interdependent web of all
existence.

We covenant to cherish Earth and all beings by creating and
nurturing relationships of care and respect. With humility and
reverence, we acknowledge our place in the great web of life, and
we work to repair harm and damaged relationships.

Pluralism. We celebrate that we are all sacred beings di-
verse in culture, experience, and theology. We covenant to learn
from one another in our free and responsible search for truth and
meaning. We embrace our differences and commonalities with
Love, curiosity, and respect.

Justice. We work to be diverse multicultural Beloved Com-
munities where all thrive.

We covenant to dismantle racism and all forms of systemic
oppression. We support the use of inclusive democratic processes
to make decisions.

Transformation. We adapt to the changing world.
We covenant to collectively transform and grow spiritually and

ethically. Openness to change is fundamental to our Unitarian and
Universalist heritages, never complete and never perfect.

Generosity. We cultivate a spirit of gratitude and hope.
We covenant to freely and compassionately share our faith, presence, and resources. Our generosity connects us to

one another in relationships of interdependence and mutuality.
Equity. We declare that every person has the right to flourish with inherent dignity and worthiness.
We covenant to use our time, wisdom, attention, and money to build and sustain fully accessible and inclusive

communities.
Section C-2.3. Inspirations.

As Unitarian Universalists, we use, and are inspired by, sacred and secular understandings that help us to live into
our values. We respect the histories, contexts and cultures in which they were created and are currently practiced.

These sources ground us and sustain us in ordinary, difficult, and joyous times. Grateful for the religious ancestries
we inherit and the diversity which enriches our faith, we are called to ever deepen and expand our wisdom.
Section C-2.4. Inclusion.

Systems of power, privilege, and oppression have traditionally created barriers for persons and groups with partic-
ular identities, ages, abilities, and histories. We pledge to replace such barriers with ever-widening circles of solidarity
and mutual respect. We strive to be an association of congregations that truly welcome all persons who share our
values. We commit to being an association of congregations that empowers and enhances everyone?s participation,
especially those with historically marginalized identities.
Section C-2.5. Freedom of belief.

Congregational freedom and the individual’s right of conscience are central to our Unitarian Universalist heritage.
Congregations may establish statements of purpose, covenants, and bonds of union so long as they do not require that
members adhere to a particular creed.
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As one can see, the proposed changes in the principles and sources are dramatic. A group opposed to the changes,
Save the UU Principles, has prepared side-by-side comparisons between the current Article II and the revisions.
These can be seen at

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kalQFXqtFCHywiQL60El_5AYTilwonPO/view.

Those wanting to learn more from this group can contact them at savetheuuprinciples@gmail.com.

News from other UU Groups

UU Buddhist Fellowship Convocation

The national UU Buddhist Fellowship will hold its Convocation April 2023 at the beautiful DeKoven Center in
Racine, Wisconsin. The featured speaker will be the distinguished Buddhist teacher and climate change activist David
Loy, author of Ecodharma: Buddhist Perspectives on the Ecological Crisis. There are opportunities for both
in-person and online attendance, as well as a public talk on Saturday, April 29. To learn more and to register (early
bird discount closing soon) please visit https://uubf.org/wp/convocation-2023/.

paraphrased from announcement by the Rev. Florence Caplow
360-480-9636

To meet, please use this link to schedule: https://calendly.com/meetingswithflorence

UU Multiracial Unity Action Council Convocation

REPAIRING THE UUA’S APPROACH TO RACIAL JUSTICE
A Convocation of the UU Multiracial Unity Action Council

UUMUAC.org
Saturday, February 18, 2023, 11:00am-1:30pm Central time
(Starts at Noon Eastern, 10:00am Mountain, 9:00am Pacific)

To register send an email to UUMUAC@gmail.com
Zoom codes will be sent the day before.

The Editor’s Soapbox

Many of us have made New Year’s resolutions that are now beginning to drop away now that a “New Month” is
upon us. Regardless of our intentions to begin something new, sometimes the best resolution is to continue doing the
good habits that we have already been doing. Our church has been doing many things right during the past year.
We have had a year’s worth of lay-led services with a variety of interesting speakers. Our attendance is up, as is our
weekly shared-plate offerings. We have had a number of new friends attending regularly and have welcomed several
as new members. And, as our new friends bring children with them, we have been able to provide the children with
enriching stories and activities.

Our increased enthusiasm about our activities on Sunday mornings are reflected in how we care for our physical
facilities which have received needed attention: a new parking lot and landscaping, reroofing of our main building,
removal of mold from the Learning Center, as well as routine activities such as lawn care, snow removal, maintenance
and repair of our HVAC systems.

Our challenge, then, is to maintain our engagement with each other and with our physical spaces. It is all too easy
to assume that there will always be the “someone” who will step up to do the necessary. We are all that “someone.”
We can respond when a call for volunteers goes out. Chances are that each of us, in community, can do a portion
of what is needed to be done. We have come a long way from those early COVID days when we silently wondered
whether we could weather the pandemic storm. We did. We can. Let’s keep up the good work.

∼Judy Darnel

Previous Contents Next
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News from our Hard Working Committees

Committee Spotlight - Finance

This month’s spotlight focuses on the under-
appreciated Finance Committee, with members Ken Clay-
born, Treasurer; T. J. Schaum, Assistant Treasurer; and
Steve Cripe, Assistant Treasurer. The Committee is re-
sponsible for the most business-y side of our church: main-
taining financial records, paying bills, and collecting con-
tributions and rental fees. The Committee also works with
individual committees and the Board in creating our an-
nual budget as well as the Endowment Committee for the
transfer of funds when needed. Many thanks for doing
this trickiest work.

∼Judy Darnel, Editor

Worship & Arts

The Worship & Arts committee had a planning retreat
on Jan. 7th in lieu of our regular monthly meeting. We
outlined potential speakers and topics for 2023, did budget
planning, and considered challenges we could face. And
consumed coffee, tea, and food! We continue to work on
a lineup of meaningful services. For February, our theme
is Love. We look forward to seeing you on Sundays.

Of special note, on potluck Sunday, Feb. 19th, Rev.
Izzy Harbin will return to our pulpit and will be bringing
many of her congregation. Please warmly welcome them!

While we are having fun and getting to express our
creativity, we also are interested in adding another mem-
ber to our committee. Are you interested in manag-

ing and coordinating service details? Would you like to
ring the gong, light the chalice and lead the covenant?
If so, see one of our committee members: Joan Clay-
born; Laura Snow; Lorna Lane; Geneele Crump; Oxana
Werbiansky; or committee chair Chuck Bower. Or email
chuck@hawthorneservices.com.

∼Chuck Bower, Chair

Buildings & Grounds

The Board of Trustees has authorized the Buildings
and Grounds committee to move ahead with more re-
pairs. ServPro will begin mid-February to remove mold-
contaminated materials from the Learning Center base-
ment. M & M Fire Protection & Security installed a
new fire panel and sensor system that allows 5G commu-
nication. Unfortunately, this is now malfunctioning and a
new panel has been ordered. The new fire panel is smaller
than the old, and so a hole in the wallboard is being re-
paired.

The Committee will be Zoom-meeting this Saturday,
February 4, at 10:00 AM to discuss budget requests. We
will also be planning spring and summer projects, includ-
ing the ever-popular cleaning of the grounds. If you notice
something that needs to be done, tell a committee mem-
ber: Mike Darnel (chair), Taylor Chadwick, Joan Clay-
born, Ken Clayborn, Ron Gill, Jenny Hopper, and TJ
Shaum.

∼Mike Darnel, Acting Chair

Flowers in a Yosemite meadow
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Lifespan Religious Education

RE in General

All is going well with the Children’s Program. We continue to have three to five children in attendance. We
have spent January discussing Kwanzaa and creating paper versions of the Kwanzaa candle holder. We also discussed
various concepts of god. We drew pictures of what we think the Christian god might look like, pompom covered snakes
from the Garden of Eden, and sculptures of the Serpent King defeated by Krishna. Our theme for February is Family
Love.

Science and Society February 2023

Science and Society in February will continue the series entitled Our Great National Parks narrated by President
Barack Obama.

The episode for Tuesday, February 14th at 2 PM in the Gathering Place, will feature a visit to Chilean Patagonia.
This area is home to 24 unique national parks and is one of the most well protected places on the planet.

On February 28th at 2:00 PM in the Gathering Place we will enjoy the wildlife and landscapes of Kenya’s Tsavo
National Park where thousands of elephants roam along with hippos, rhinos and more.

Meditation at UUFE

The meditation group will meet on Sundays, after the weekly services, at 11:45 AM February 5th, 12th, and 26th in
the CUUPS meeting room in the North Basement. We will not meet on February 19th so that the group may enjoy the
monthly potluck. All are welcome at these meditations. There is no charge. We usually try to discuss our individual
practices and trade ideas for books to read then settle in for a short, guided meditation. The sessions generally last
about an hour.

The Society of Radical Readers!

Join us Friday, February 3, for a discussion of Dimitris Xyglatas’ book Ritual: How Seemingly Senseless Acts
Make Life Worth Living. We will explore rituals from around the world and the roles they play in their societies.
Then, of course, we will discuss the role of rituals we have in our lives.

All Boys Aren’t Blue: A Memoir-Manifesto by journalist George M. Johnson is the March selection for
Radical Readers. This highly praised collection of essays reflects the author’s experiences growing up as both black
and gay that have made this book a highly banned young adult memoir. The book is available at Barnes and Noble
and Amazon in hardcover and for e-readers. It is also available at the Elkhart Public Library. Radical Readers will
meet to discuss this book at 7pm on March 3.
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