The Fellowship Focus
of the

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart
“A safe community nurturing individual spiritual and ethical growth”

March, April, and May 2021

Sunday Mornings
10:30 AM Adult Forum Online
10am Service Online at https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UC1iE3eOKFfYQRYRBrdScsQQ

Find us at:
1732 Garden Street, Elkhart, IN 46514
www.uufe.org
/UUFElkhart
@UUFE

Volunteer (s) of the Month (s)
Each month the board lifts up one person as the Volunteer of
the Month, usually announced here in the Focus. We have
not published the Focus for a few months so we have some
catch-up thanking to do!
In February, for the month of March, it was Ron Gill.

That mysterious email that shows up in your inbox every
Monday must come from somewhere right? But do you
know who generates those emails? Most of you probably do
but for those of you who do not know, that item is coordinated by none other than Ron Gill. Ron is a recently retired
teacher and IT manager from the Mishawaka School system.
In addition to his coordination of the Monday emails Ron is
the secretary for two important groups at UUFE. One is the
Endowment Committee, and one is the Board of Trustees.
His minutes are always prompt and concise and we all
appreciate his willingness to be involved.
This pandemic year has made it somewhat more difficult to
connect with people, at the Fellowship, but Ron helps us by
listing items of interest for UUFE as well as other activities
from groups in the area which may be of interest to the
group.
Thanks for all you do Ron!

UUFE is a
Welcoming Congregation
member of the Unitarian
Universalist Association.
_____________________________

Love is the spirit of this church
and service is its law.
To dwell together in peace,
to seek the truth in love,
and to help one another,
This is our covenant.
_____________________________

The Fellowship Focus is published
monthly. Members and friends are
invited to submit news and photos. Send
text or attachments via email to Rev.
Amy until we find a new editor. Is it you?
Let us know of your interest!
UUFE

(574) 264-6525
UUElkhart@gmail.com
President of the Board
Katrina Wilson
574-606-4550
katskirx@gmail.com
Minister
Rev. Amy DeBeck
574-304-1282
amy.debeck@gmail.com

Then in March we chose Lizzie French for April
In February, Lizzie French was named Volunteer of the Month
for March. Lizzie lives in Colorado but remembers her roots,
at home in Elkhart. Most weeks Lizzie plays and records the
hymns asked for by the worship leader, usually Rev. Amy.
(continued on next page)
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Minister Emeritus
Rev. Gordon Gibson
Knoxville, Tennessee
Rental Agent
Dwight Fish
574-536-9973
fish73@comcast.net

(Continued from previous page) This is Lizzie—she lives in Colorado!
She also provides extra pieces to the UUFE music files to use as the openings come up, like Preludes, Offerings, or Postludes. (Having grown up at
UUFE, do some of the hymns echo around her memories while she plays
them out in Colorado??) Thanks, Lizzie, for adding such beauty to our
Sunday services and for staying connected with us.

In April the Board chose TJ Shaum as Volunteer of the Month
Our Volunteer of the Month is TJ Shaum. TJ is the chair of Building and Grounds and one of our assistant treasurers. Once we started looking at all the things TJ does behind the scenes at UUFE…well it started to tire us out. Just
consider a partial list of the things she has done recently.
Arranged for yard service to do spring cleanup of grounds on April 13, and donated her day to being available to
aid the workers

Found the flooring and a contractor to install the flooring in the north basement. The floor is washable and reusable if flooded and muddied. Since we needed someone to make sure the contractors could get into the building, she donated three days in March to let workmen in and made herself available for consultation during their
workdays.
Was one of four people, who donated a recent Saturday, to use a floor scrubber on the north basement floors,
and mopped mud and grime off those floors before flooring was installed.
Helped paint walls and drip drains in north basement.
Painted walls in kitchen annex and organized kitchen annex closet.
Cleaned cabinets, closets, and cupboards in offices, kitchen, north basement, and RE garage.
Put in new wallpaper around sinks in kitchen.
Arranged for pruning of flowering bushes and removal of unwanted brush around Learning Center and Worship
Building.
Arranged for repair of front steps and railing at front of UUFE.
Arranged for repair of roof and north cupola of UUFE.
Arranged for end-of-season servicing of lawnmowers and snow blower in Fall 2020.
Arranged for repair of electrical system of riding lawnmower.
Faithfully took her turn in the lawnmowing rotation last summer and has indicated she will be available again
this year.
Thanks, TJ, for all you do for the fellowship. We really appreciate all your hard work.
3 Spring 2021

The campus is closed—the church is not!

UUFE is committed to health and safety in the midst of
this pandemic. The campus and its outdoor pantry see
action. Indoors, there is still light activity, typically one or
two people at a time, to do things like bookkeeping and
building maintenance. For these essential workers and
their dedication, we give thanks. With guidance from our
national organization (UUA.org) we have chosen to have
our worship services online only until further notice.
As more people get vaccines in coming months and the
Covid19 red zone lets up we will work together to figure
out how to get back together. Come to “Visiting Home”
on May 22 for a great start at re-opening.
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March 2021
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

10

11

12

13

19

20

Judy Darnel

7

8

9

Greg Koehler

14

15

Peter Carney

16

17

18

Charlie
Bussard

Jacquie Friend

Ray Enfield

21

22

Renee Ruocco

Annette Long

28

29

23

30
Henry DeBeck
Georgiann
James
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24

25

26

Sha Teisa Davis

Pat Weigold

Art Beutler

31

27

April 2021
Sun

4

11

Mon

5

Tue

Wed

6

7

Lizzie French

Mike Darnell

12

13

14

Beck Unternaher

Dwight Fish

Ceridwyn Snow

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

8

9

10

15

16

17

Heather Horst

Jess Galicia

18

19

20

21

22

23

25

26

27

28

29

30

Shirley Ivy

24

Chloe Lawrence

Jan Atwood
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

13

14

15

Peg Cook

9

10

11

12

Olin Zuercher
Louie Gurka

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

26

27

28

29

Willow Galicia

23

24

25

Vern Thomas

30

31Chris French
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart
1732 Garden Street
Elkhart, IN 46514

Worship for End of May, through June
Subscribe to the YouTube Channel, UU Elkhart-you
will be notified when a new service is loaded, even if it is
early, like on Friday or Saturday!
May’s theme is Story
May 16

“Existentialism”

with Rev. Amy

May 23

“Little Women and other great UU Stories”

May 30
“Peter Mayer at UU South Bend” Zoom in
with them. Look for the link on FB and in Ron’s emails
June’s theme is Play
June 6
“Pride” with Rev. Amy Let’s uplift the LGBTQ
communities on this day

June 13

“Flower Communion” with Rev. Amy

June 20 “Jazz Brunch” online with the Frenches and
with Chris’ band, the French Quarter
June 27
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“Worship at Streaming General Assembly”

