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February 2021   Beloved Community 

More often lately I am hearing from folks just checking in.  Please keep emailing, texting, and 
even just plain old phone calling! 

It seems like there is some kind of collective optimism.  Is it relief?  Or hope? 

Could be that the inauguration or some other event has signaled a return of hope, which spreads. 

Could be that we are relieved to not hear constantly about disturbing or even harmful stories 
coming from people who should be protecting us.  

Maybe we don’t need to know why it feels better—it just does.   

One thing I feel really encouraged by is how adaptable we all are.  I’m not really surprised, just 
happy.  So many people show up on Zoom meetings and know how to operate the controls, when 
we have labored for years over how to incorporate more tech into church life.  And now, we just 
do it.   Lately I hear about people who are listening to our services and I wonder if they might visit 
and get to know us some day, but also, even if they don’t, we have reached somebody. 

Certainly one of the first thoughts somebody has when things get brighter is to gather with friends.  
UUFE’s leadership is committed to getting us back together, prioritizing safety first. 

Soon the UUA will put out a recommendation for when congregations might safely gather.  
Currently we are following their suggestion of May 2021 but I suspect this will be extended.  When 
we have all of the inevitable discussions and committee meetings, let us rejoice at how well we 
have done in this impossible situation.   

Always forward, together. 

In peace and with love, 

Rev. Amy 
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UUFE is a  

Welcoming Congregation 

member of the Unitarian 

Universalist Association. 

 
_____________________________ 

Love is the spirit of this church 
and service is its law. 

To dwell together in peace, 
to seek the truth in love, 
and to help one another, 

This is our covenant. 

_____________________________ 

The Fellowship Focus is published 
monthly.  Members and friends are 

invited to submit news and photos.  Send 
text or attachments via email to Rev. 

Amy until we find a new editor.  Is it you? 
Let us know of your interest!   

 UUFE 
(574) 264-6525 

UUElkhart@gmail.com 

President of the Board 

Katrina Wilson 

574-606-4550 

katskirx@gmail.com 

Minister 

Rev. Amy DeBeck 

574-304-1282 

amy.debeck@gmail.com 

Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Gordon Gibson 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

Rental Agent 
Dwight Fish 

574-536-9973 
fish73@comcast.net 

 

Introducing a  

writing-prompted,  

reading-inspired  

monthly meeting for all 

who like to exchange  

     ideas on changing topics 

Let’s Talk About It    

https://uuma.zoom.us/j/91710158102 

On various Sunday afternoons over the next several months we 

will meet to discuss a different topic.  Each time, a reading will 

be suggested but you may join for the discussion whether you 

read it or not. 

February 7 at 2pm “A People’s History of the United States” by 

Howard Zinn 

Led by the Rev. Kevin DeBeck, this group will look at the first 2 

chapters of the book.  If people would like to create a book dis-

cussion group around this particular book, or a more general 

History Interest Group, that could develop.  Or this could be a 

single meeting—you decide! 

March 7 at 2pm  “Trading Messiah for Mentor: Jesus for UUs” 

by Joy Berry, Scott McNeill, Jonalu Johnstone, Crystal Lewis       

UU World magazine https://www.uuworld.org/articles/

trading-messiah-mentor 

The Rev. Amy DeBeck facilitates a conversation among us look-

ing at how we have embraced Jesus, as 4 different approaches 

are surveyed.  Read ahead at the link if you’d like or jump in for 

a guided discussion. 

April, May, and June will be announced later. 
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Notes from your Congregational Care Associate Team, or CCAT 

We are Rev. Amy (574-304-1282, amy.debeck@gmail.com) and Rev. Kevin (574-333-

6861, kjdebeck@gmail.com), Peg Cook (pegcook2@aol.com), Dwight Fish 

(fish73@comcast.net) and Steve Cripe (srcripe@yahoo.com.)   

Contact any one of us when you or somebody else  is having a medical concern or has 

an issue in their life which would be made easier or lighter by having support.   

We can provide good thoughts and prayers, but also meals or other help.  During this 

pandemic it is especially important to know that we are not 

alone.  Reach out—please. 

The campus is closed—the church is not! 

UUFE is committed to health and safety in the midst of this  

pandemic.  The campus and its outdoor pantry see action.  Indoors, there is still light 

activity, typically one or two people at a time, to do things like bookkeeping and     

building maintenance.  For these essential workers and their dedication, we  give 

thanks.  With guidance from our national organization (UUA.org) we have chosen to 

suspend indoor, in-person worship services (the Sunday 10am gathering) in favor of 

online meetings through May 2021.   

As more people get vaccines in coming months and the Covid19 red zone lets up we 

will work together to figure out how to get back together. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

 

 

Joys and Sorrows Online Check-in Thursdays at 7pm 

Do you have any life events of your own, or those important to somebody in your 

life, that you would like to lift up with your beloved community?  Zoom with us 

Thursdays at 7pm check in for a personal, informal, vespers-style hour.   

Meeting ID: https://uuma.zoom.us/j/92800715827  

This link will work for each Thursday meeting 

Zoom Coffee Hour Sundays at 11:30am 

Whether you “watched” the service, or just woke up, or did something else entirely, 

join us for coffee hour.  Of course, it’s on zoom and you have to bring your own 

coffee, but familiar characters can often be seen here. 

Meeting ID: https://uuma.zoom.us/j/95525307144  

This link will work for each Sunday morning that has a Coffee Hour 

UUFE Little Free Library Pantry 

We started putting food and some toiletries  in 

our little box back in March.  We received notes 

or personal words of thanks from some grateful 

recipients.  The Social Justice group has met and 

re-committed to this community outreach.   

Anyone can donate, plus an exciting change is 

coming.  Look for an even wider reach when we 

vote on its name (Goshen has one named The 

Love Shack) and give it a Facebook page! 
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          Nature Walks 

Socially distanced fellowship with nature (and each other) will continue through the winter. 

We've been fortunate to have good weather conditions for these hikes but, as always, this schedule is 

subject to cancellations at the last minute. 

Here's the upcoming schedule: 

Sunday, February 14, 2021, at 1 p.m.: River Preserve County Park (meet at Benton Spillway off County 

Road 31) 

Sunday, February 28, 2021, at 1 p.m.: Ox Bow County Park (meet at Black Maple Shelter) 

Sunday, March 14, 2021, at 1 p.m.: T.K. Lawless Park, 15122 Monkey Run Street, Vandalia, Mich. 

Sunday, March 28, 2021, at 1 p.m.: Boot Lake Nature Preserve. 

Contact Terry Mark if you have questions: 

klagmorn@gmail.com or 361-6210 

 

 

LIFESPAN RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 
 

Judy Darnel has a lot of thoughts and ideas for us,  so please read her request and 

respond: 

Religious Education Input Requested 

With the vaccines promising to bring the COVID crisis to an end, it is time to wake the hibernating bear of     

Religious Education.  To do this, the Life Span Religious Education Committee would like your guidance in 

helping you enrich your        spiritual journey.  If you have participated in groups such as Science and Society,    

Spirit Seekers, or the      Meditation Group, please consider these questions and email me your responses: 

   *What attracted you to the group? 

   *What topics or activities were the most interesting or beneficial? 

   *What would make the group more beneficial to you? 

   *If you have young children, what type of instruction would benefit them? 

If there is some other type of program that would interest you, please let us know that as well.  The RE com-

mittee will consider that as well.  Also, if you would like to help ensure the quality of our groups and programs, 

please join the Committee.  Thank you for your help. 

Judy Darnel, jldarnel@gmail.com   
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Volunteer(s) of the Month: Terry Mark and Annette Long 

At its January 2021 meeting, the 

Board of Trustees selected one of 

our favorite       married couples, 

Annette Long and Terry Mark, to 

be our Volunteers of the Month. 

Terry was UUFE President in Spring 

2020 when we first had to grapple 

with the COVID pandemic, and was 

a leader in setting up our lock-

down, adopting a temporary set of 

rules for interaction at UUFE, setting up and running a ZOOM annual meeting, and 

then was part of the COVID Task Force which drafted policies and procedures for when 

and how UUFE might resume business as before. 

In July, he took on the task of listing UUFE services on our website, and has been an 

administrator for our Facebook group UUFE Peeps.  He has also been a member of 

BUUMS, a men's service group for UUFE.In late summer, both Annette and Terry     

recognized the need for a safe method for UUFE members and friends to be able to 

socialize.  So they have been organizing hikes every other Sunday afternoon at local 

parks:  Cobus Creek, Bonneyville Mill, Elkhart Environmental Center, River Preserve, 

Oxbow, and Boot Lake, to name a few. 

Both Annette and Terry, with help from their daughters, have helped with the painting 

of the new drywall in the north basement.Annette is currently a member of the  

Membership Committee and is playing a big part in updating our directory.  She also 

gave a huge amount of help to Chloe Lawrence in providing gifts and goods to a local 

family, and encourages togetherness through Membership sending out cards. 

 

UUFE really appreciates their efforts, and their never-failing good spirits help us all! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
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Lori Vlaeminck 
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Our Month of Sundays  February 2021 

The Theme is BELOVED COMMUNITY 

 

Our YouTube Channel is UU Elkhart 

On the YouTube search bar, type in UU Elkhart for videos 

Subscribe and get notification when a video is added 

 

 

Have a Happy and Safe Black History Month 

February 7:  “Happy Birthday”   Rev. Amy will preach about many aspects of being a Gen X 

minister, mostly happy and gratitude-filled, but also, including living to an age many do not reach.   

February 14: 30 Days of Love, concluded Service offered by the organization Side with 

Love, personalized by us for UUFE. 

February 21: Black History Month 

February 28: Great Love Letters of our Time 

 


