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January 2021 Imagination
From the movie about Willy Wonka, the lyrics to “Pure Imagination” come to mind...
“If you want to view paradise, Simply look around and view it
Anything you want to, do it
Wanna change the world? There's nothing to it”
The words are beautiful and dreamy, and put me into a bright, happy frame of mind. In the movie,
it was all about candy, which might be Paradise for many. Certainly, I like chocolate as much as
the next pastor. What about a place where people of different races, religions, ages, abilities,
sizes, genders, and interests are all getting along, working on some common goal? A goal that
makes the world a better place? Like doing an errand for somebody, or gardening, beating
swords into ploughshares, or taking really good care of yourself, without feeling guilty about it?
What would your Paradise look like?
A new year invites us to dream bigger, or maybe with more clarity, to envision a future better than
the year we just finished. While we have certainly missed being together, not to mention all of the
milestones we have missed, we also must think about what we have learned from the experience
of this pandemic. How will we be when we gather? What will have naturally changed and what
will we decide on that needs to change? One sad change will be gathering without the people we
have lost since March 2020; one positive change might be an appreciation for each other that
may lead to deeper ties.
Despite the hopeful lyrics, for most people, we are not able to change our world just because we
want to. When he sings, “There’s nothing to it,” we know he’s being hopeful and encouraging but
that change takes work. There is definitely something to it—work and commitment.
So in this new year, as each new change is either thrust upon you for adaptation, or sprung from
your own imagination, requiring nurture, embrace the opportunity. Make your Paradise happen,
or feed somebody else’s dream that you also love. If you want to view Paradise, simply look
around and view it, knowing that sometimes you have to be the one to invent or support that view.
In peace with love, Rev. Amy

Sunday Mornings
9am Adult Forum Online
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_____________________________

A Very Happy New Year to You All!
A Big heartfelt thanks to all of you who were so very generous
in the Holiday Season!
Officially and unofficially we fed each other and our neighbors, through meal deliveries, dropping off goody bags, and
refilling the pantry often.
We made or bought mittens, gloves, scarves and other cold
weather accessories to give as donations.

Love is the spirit of this church
and service is its law.
To dwell together in peace,
to seek the truth in love,
and to help one another,
This is our covenant.
_____________________________

The Fellowship Focus is published
monthly. Members and friends are
invited to submit news and photos. Send
text or attachments via email to Rev.
Amy until we find a new editor. Is it you?
Let us know of your interest!
UUFE

(574) 264-6525
UUElkhart@gmail.com

Our adopted family received some nice gifts from UUFE!
We attended worship services, Coffee Hours, and we brought
our friends and families.
We helped a family who lost their home in a fire by donating
cash and household items.
Our Christmas Eve Offering replenishes the Ministerial
Discretionary Fund and we received over $200.
Our first UUFE-er (to the minister/editor’s knowledge) to
receive the Covid19 vaccine is one of our own medical
professionals, Sandy Imanse. No bad side effects so far, and
2nd dose to be administered January 9.
May we keep looking out for each other and for our neighbors
in this new year.
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Notes from your Congregational Care Associate Team, or CCAT
We are Rev. Amy (574-304-1282, amy.debeck@gmail.com) and Rev. Kevin (574-3336861, kjdebeck@gmail.com), Peg Cook (pegcook2@aol.com), Dwight Fish
(fish73@comcast.net) and Steve Cripe (srcripe@yahoo.com.)
Contact any one of us when you or somebody else is having a medical concern or has
an issue in their life which would be made easier or lighter by having support.
We can provide good thoughts and prayers, but also meals or other help. During this
pandemic it is especially important to know that we are not
alone. Reach out—please.

The campus is closed—the church is not!
UUFE is committed to health and safety in the midst of this
pandemic. The campus and its outdoor pantry see action. Indoors, there is still light
activity, typically one or two people at a time, to do things like bookkeeping and
building maintenance. For these essential workers and their dedication, we give
thanks. With guidance from our national organization (UUA.org) we have chosen to
suspend indoor, in-person worship services (the Sunday 10am gathering) in favor of
online meetings through May 2021.
As more people get vaccines in coming months and the Covid19 red zone lets up we
will work together to figure out how to get back together.
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Joys and Sorrows Online Check-in Thursdays at 7pm
Do you have any life events of your own, or those important to somebody in your
life, that you would like to lift up with your beloved community? Zoom with us

Thursdays at 7pm check in for a personal, informal, vespers-style hour.
Meeting ID: https://uuma.zoom.us/j/92800715827
This link will work for each Thursday meeting

Zoom Coffee Hour Sundays at 11:30am
Whether you “watched” the service, or just woke up, or did something else entirely,
join us for coffee hour. Of course, it’s on zoom and you have to bring your own
coffee, but familiar characters can often be seen here.
Meeting ID:

https://uuma.zoom.us/j/95525307144

This link will work for each Sunday morning that has a Coffee Hour

UUFE Little Free Library Pantry
We started putting food and some toiletries in
our little box back in March. We received notes
or personal words of thanks from some grateful
recipients. The Social Justice group has met and
re-committed to this community outreach.

Anyone can donate, plus an exciting change is
coming. Look for an even wider reach when we
vote on its name (Goshen has one named The
Love Shack) and give it a Facebook page!
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Nature Walks
Socially distanced fellowship with nature (and each other) will continue through the winter.
We've been fortunate to have good weather conditions for these hikes but, as always, this
schedule is subject to cancellations at the last minute.
Here's the upcoming schedule:
Sunday, January 3, 2021, at 1 p.m.: Bonneyville Mill County Park (meet at Kum Mol Rie shelter for a walk
on the 3-mile loop)
Sunday, January 17, 2021, at 1 p.m.: Cobus Creek County Park
Sunday, January 31, 2021, at 1 p.m.: Fernwood Botanical Gardens, 13988 Range Line Road, Niles, Mich.
Sunday, February 14, 2021, at 1 p.m.: River Preserve County Park (meet at Benton Spillway off County
Road 31)
Sunday, February 28, 2021, at 1 p.m.: Ox Bow County Park (meet at Black Maple Shelter)
Sunday, March 14, 2021, at 1 p.m.: T.K. Lawless Park, 15122 Monkey Run Street, Vandalia, Mich.
Sunday, March 28, 2021, at 1 p.m.: Boot Lake Nature Preserve.
Contact Terry Mark if you have questions:
klagmorn@gmail.com or 361-6210

Rev. Kevin has recently handed over the chair of the Religious Education Committee to Judy Darnel. She has a
lot of thoughts and ideas for us, so whether you are new at this or an old hand, read her request:
Religious Education Input Requested
With the vaccines promising to bring the COVID crisis to an end, it is time to wake the hibernating bear of
Religious Education. To do this, the Life Span Religious Education Committee would like your guidance in
helping you enrich your spiritual journey. If you have participated in groups such as Science and Society,
Spirit Seekers, or the Meditation Group, please consider these questions and email me your responses:
*What attracted you to the group?
*What topics or activities were the most interesting or beneficial?
*What would make the group more beneficial to you?
*If you have young children, what type of instruction would benefit them?
If there is some other type of program that would interest you, please let us know that as well. The RE committee will consider that as well. Also, if you would like to help ensure the quality of our groups and programs,
please join the Committee. Thank you for your help.
Judy Darnel, jldarnel@gmail.com
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Volunteer of the Month: Jess Galicia

At their December meeting, the Board of Trustees voted unanimously to recognize
Jess Galicia as Volunteer of the Month. You have seen the benefits of Jess’s work
behind the scenes for years. Back in 2016 they built the new platform for our
updated website and continues to support the website and train others on how to
update content. In early 2019 Jess agreed to take over producing our newsletter, the
Fellowship Focus. Since then they have generously produced the high quality
monthly editions that we have all enjoyed. The skills Jess uses for these endeavours
are an extension of their work life as a Digital Marketing Specialist employed by
Beacon Health. It is with grateful hearts that we recognize the time and talent given
to keeping us connected in these ways. Jess recently stepped down as editor of the
Focus to balance the demands of work and a young family. During services, watch
for Jess in front of the camera sharing impressive vocal and instrumental musical
talents. For all you do Jess, thank you!

This newsletter is called The Focus. Over the years, it has been edited by many different people.
When Jess needed to retire to FOCUS on other life skills, it was right when the Pandemic hit.
The Focus did not get published for a few months, until I took on the temporary job
as editor until one could be found.
If you feel that you could do this, or maybe with you and a friend or 2, please let me know.
I will ask you to speak with our last 2 editors, Katrina and Jess,
to discern if this could be your FOCUS for awhile, too.
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart
1732 Garden Street
Elkhart, IN 46514

Our Month of Sundays — January 2021
The Theme is IMAGINATION
Tune into UU Elkhart on YouTube for each service, besides those on Zoom
January 3 “Coffin and Cradle” When our combined energy makes manifest The Coffin, where
things get buried that are gone-by, defunct, unhealthy, never-came-true; then we can let them go.
This makes room for The Cradle to hold those parts of life which shall be born in the New Year.
This is a Zoom service, which can be reached at https://uuma.zoom.us/j/99663064056
January 10 “Imagine, Then Commit”Margaret Mead said “Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed, citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever has.”
First, though, somebody imagined it.
January 17 “Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Weekend” Join us for a service honoring the lessons
we have learned and note the ones we have yet to embrace.
January 24 “The Sunday After the Inauguration” This will be a service written after Inauguration
Day and I am allowing myself to be moved by the spirit of that event. I may not know the exact
topic but it will be authentic!
January 31 “Come Anyway” Amy will have this Sunday off and instructions for the place and
mode in which we worship will be announced in the week before this Sunday.
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