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The Stillness of December
I hope that each of us is weathering this latest surge as best we can. We hold in our
hearts all those suffering with Covid or caring for one who is. Mary Adams and Jim Todd
have Covid here in Elkhart and down in Indy, the fiancé of Arispa Weigold, Taylor Jacks,
has Covid and is receiving oxygen. We love all of these people and wish full recoveries.

Also this month we have lost Rowene Sibley and RoyAnne Moulton, both to non-Covid
related deaths; we mourn that we are not able to be together for services for them.
As we go about our winter or holiday rituals and habits, making them Coivid safe and
online, do not despair! We will be there for each other to make this sad, weird holiday
season worth our cheer.
To help people, Judy Darnel is taking your gift offerings for Adopt a
Family.
Please direct questions and comments to Judy—email is best.

Here is the link for the first CAPS (Child and Parent Services) family
we have been sent. https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/#inbox/
FMfcgxwKjdrttZMVVfqxNttCZkfrsXnD?
projector=1&messagePartId=0.1
To enjoy worship experiences all month, please read this newsletter
carefully and all service information on the back page.
Lastly, do not worry or feel bad if you find that the stillness suits you.
Nobody is required to be miserable; a rising tide lifts all boats!
A happy holiday season to you and yours!
In Peace with Love,
Rev. Amy
Sunday Mornings
9am Adult Forum Online
10am Service Online

Find us at:
1732 Garden Street, Elkhart, IN 46514
www.uufe.org
/UUFElkhart
@UUFE

UUFE is a
Welcoming Congregation
member of the Unitarian
Universalist Association.

A Very Pandemic Holiday Season

_____________________________

First, the Care Team is available to help anyone who needs
to check in with somebody or to let us know about a
change for the better or worse in your life.

Love is the spirit of this church
and service is its law.
To dwell together in peace,
to seek the truth in love,
and to help one another,
This is our covenant.

Second, we all have concerns about staying connected. Go
back to the original Phone tree and reach out. Dial into a
call even if your video is not working. Call someone you
don’t know well just to say hi.
Third, there are opportunities to serve the church and
larger community if you would like to. For instance, our
pagan group, CUUPS, will be refinishing their room in the
basement with fresh paint. Judy Darnel has agreed to
chair the Religious Ed committee since Rev. Kevin cannot
continue. He has taken an online ministerial consulting job
with a UU group in NY. How about you?
You can help when we start filling the mini free library
again as the need presents itself. Or maybe you love
putting together newsletters...this minister would love to
find a new editor/compiler. Reach out please!

We are better together.
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The campus is closed—the church is not
UUFE is committed to health and safety in the midst of this pandemic. Of course there
is still light activity, typically one or two people at a time, to do things like bookkeeping
and building maintenance. For these essential workers and their dedication, we give
thanks. With guidance from our national organization (UUA.org) we have chosen to
suspend indoor, in-person worship services (the Sunday 10am gathering) in favor of
online meetings through May 2021. We have been having some very interesting
services online! Join us on YouTube every Sunday at 10am, except where noted.
Occasionally Zoom is used, when Rev. Amy is out of the pulpit and we visit somewhere
else, or just us. Our YouTube channel is UU ELKHART

Joys and Sorrows Online Check-in Thursdays at 7pm
Do you have any life events of your own, or somebody in your life, that you would like
to lift up with your beloved community? Thursdays, beginning December 3, check in
with me for an informal, personal hour.
Meeting ID: https://uuma.zoom.us/j/98014442715
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Notes from your Congregational Care Associate Team, or CCAT
We are Rev. Amy (574-304-1282, amy.debeck@gmail.com) and Rev. Kevin
(574-333-6861, kjdebeck@gmail.com), Peg Cook (pegcook2@aol.com),
Dwight Fish (fish73@comcast.net) and Steve Cripe (srcripe@yahoo.com.)
Contact any one of us to let us know when you or somebody else is having
a medical concern or has an issue in their life which would be made easier or
lighter by having support.
We can provide good thoughts and prayers, but also meals or other help.

During this pandemic it is especially important to know
that we are not alone. Reach out—please.

In December please think about the offering on Christmas Eve.

It is the only worship service in our year whose offering fills the Ministerial
Discretionary fund, used throughout the year for the minister to reach
people through financial help. I have bought meals, groceries, met folks at
gas stations to fill up tanks, paid utilities, paid off fees, and so much more;
it is just one way that UUFE does our ministry together. We never have
enough to pay rent or major car repair, but there are times when $40
makes a life or death difference. During the multi-church Christmas Eve
Collaborative service, when the offering is taken, it will be independently
done for each congregation. Reach out as best you can in the coming year.
We all need each other.
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Nature Walk
Let's enjoy time as a faith community in a safe and responsible way by gathering for Nature
Walks. We may have to walk six feet apart, but we can still be outside together. It's perfect
whether you enjoy birding, flowers, plants and trees, or just getting out into nature.
Schedule:
Sunday, December 6, at Ox Bow County Park.
Details are subject to change; please consult UUFE's weekly emails and/or the UUFE
Peeps Facebook group for new information.
Contact Terry Mark or Annette Long with any questions.

From Judy Darnel, collecting homespun gifts
We now have 42 items in our Mitten Basket,
shooting for 50. Thanks to
Jackie Lenczycki for her donation! I plan to
collect more warm gloves, scarves,
caps and socks on the next two Tuesdays,
December 1st and the 8th
from 3 to 5pm at UUFE.
I'll see you then!
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Volunteer of the Month—October
The board voted unanimously, at the September Board Meeting, to name Steve Cripe the
Volunteer of the Month for October.
We all know that Steve is a “behind the scenes” kind of guy. Well we caught him in the act in
August. He paid for a contractor to power wash the Learning Center and the garage. They
look fantastic and while he was at it, he asked the contractor to power wash the ramp up to
the Gathering Place so that Mike Darnel would have a clean surface to stain the wood. The
Fellowship insisted on paying for that part, but the point is that Steve saw a need and was
there with a solution. He made a generous contribution so that the campus would look better.
Steve is also an assistant treasurer in charge of bank deposits and every spring and fall he
organizes the road clean up for Johnson Street, even with the Covid crisis, while social
distancing and masking up.
Thanks a bunch Steve!

Volunteer of the Month—November
This month our Volunteer is Carl Rust. We included a picture of Carl at the end of this article
for those of you who need to have your memory jogged. Well, maybe it’s not a perfect
depiction of his visage, but it was surely what he looked like to one of his students.

Carl is a retired teacher and a member of the Board of Trustees at UUFE. In addition, Carl
consistently contributes his guitar and vocal arrangements to the Sunday service preludes.

During this strange time of tasks we never thought we would need to have done, the Board
established a group to study the covid crisis and recommend ways to
help us make decisions on reopening. We did that by asking for
volunteers and Carl stepped up to help.
As far as the likeness of Carl we cannot attest to the accuracy of the
drawing but one part is accurate; he’s raising his hand in that drawing,
probably volunteering to do something that needed to be done.
Thanks Carl.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

1

Wed

2

Geneele Crump

6

7

8

Thu

3

Fri

Sat

4

5

Francisco Avila
Gloria Carney

9

10

11

12

16

17

18

19

Norann Winn

13

14

Patty French

Ron Gill

15

Don Wycliff

Dale Kern

Randi Pickley

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

Cindy Benedict
Sadaja Johnson

27

28
Victoria Mark
Elena Mark

29

30
Bill Wehner

31
Zanzer Anderson

Stacy James
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart
1732 Garden Street
Elkhart, IN 46514

Our Month of Sundays — December 2020
The Theme is STILLNESS
November-December services are available by 10am on YouTube channel UU Elkhart,
except where noted*
Church of the Larger Fellowship worships online at 8:00 PM Sunday evenings, .
https://www.questformeaning.org/worship/

*November 29 “Soapbox Sunday” is your chance to take 3 minutes and get on your soapbox from your Zoom
box! Remember, it’s only 3 minutes and keep the 7 principals in mind. Remember to stay for fellowship
following worship in our various breakout rooms. Zoom service with Ft. Wayne (Muncie congregation is joining
too) at 10:30. You go to their website as early as 10:15 and the worship link will be active for you to just click
on. https://zoom.us/j/97337951173?pwd=Uko2bkV0MHV6K2l2UjRSUndlU2xHUT09
*December 6 Pronoia & Possibility Zoom with South Bend UU at 10:30. Pronoia is the opposite of paranoia,
according to Rob Brezsny. Even as the pandemic rages, climate crises loom, and certain politicians got
re-elected, can it be that things may actually turn out okay?!?
December 13 at 10:30

am on Zoom with a NY congregation, too.

“Lucy Who Lights the Way”

What does the 5th century martyr have in common with the bossy big sister of Linus from the Peanuts? Tune into
this shared service at a special time for worship with Reverends Amy and Kevin to find out.
December 20 Go to YouTube and type in UU Elkhart for a 10am service
*December 24 7PM on Zoom “Christmas Eve Candlelight Service” This service will explore waiting as a
spiritual practice and how love is born and reborn in the unlikeliest circumstances with music, story, poetry and
candlelight. This service is a collaboration between People’s Church and the First Unitarian Church of South
Bend, The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Fort Wayne, The Unitarian Universalist Church of Tippecanoe
County, The Unitarian Universalist Church of Muncie, and The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart and
the 4th Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Westchester NY.
*December 27

Go to the Church of the Larger Fellowship at 8:00 PM

December 31 7pm Zoom vespers for New Years Eve The link is https://uuma.zoom.us/j/98014442715
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