The Fellowship Focus
of the

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart
“A safe community nurturing individual spiritual and ethical growth”

October 2020
October’s Theme is Deep Listening. November’s is Healing.
I have felt...paralyzed...until after Election Day. I’m doing ok, but I feel stuck. Will
our nation begin to heal from the hatred endured for so long? Will we descend further
into fascism? How can I see hope, and preach about it, when I feel paralyzed?
Friends, instead of staying stuck, I am going to do the things I CAN DO and invite
you to join me. Any time in my life when I have felt hopeless, I figure out how to
help somebody. I invite you to join me by becoming part of whatever help looks like.
1. Tune in to Sunday worship and join ZOOM meetings when you can, even if the
screen tires you out and you leave your video turned off. Come say hi.
2. Sunday November 1, turn your clocks back one hour AND worship with us for a
special message from our UUA president, Susan Frederick-Gray.
3. Participate in the election cycle however you do. Please vote.
4. On November’s first Wednesday, November 4, no matter the status of elections,
bring canned goods to UUFE. I will be there to receive them and chat from 1pm to
4pm. Canned goods will stock our in-house pantry for the free mini-library/pantry.
I will also be making a list of how many of us would partake in a Thanksgiving
Meal that gets safely group-assembled for us to eat in our own homes, also safely.
5. On Thursday November 5 the November Focus will get assembled. If you want
something to show up in it, let me know by then.

Sunday Mornings
9am Adult Forum Online
10am Service Online

Find us at:
1732 Garden Street, Elkhart, IN 46514
www.uufe.org
/UUFElkhart
@UUFE

Zoom Office Hours
Wednesdays 5pm to 6pm
Catch up with Rev. Amy and an occasional guest (her family is her
quaranteam) to stay in touch with each other

Youth Group
Pandemic at the Disco !
Sunday November 15 at 4pm
Are you in grades 7-12 or the homeschool
equivalent? This is for you.
1. Reach out to one of the DeBecks to learn about DISCORD

UUFE is a
Welcoming Congregation
member of the Unitarian
Universalist Association.
_____________________________

Love is the spirit of this church
and service is its law.
To dwell together in peace,
to seek the truth in love,
and to help one another,
This is our covenant.
_____________________________

Text Eliza at 574 266 5809 or Henry at 574 606 3201
1. Make an account at DISCORD.COM and Download DISCORD
(Then invite friends to join, too)
3. Pick a song that has sustained you through the pandemic.
PG13 or cleaner, please

The Fellowship Focus is published
monthly. Members and friends are
invited to submit news and photos. Send
text or attachments via email to editor
UUFE

4. Log onto DISCORD to listen to each others’ choices and a
discussion/comment period between each with hangout
time after

(574) 264-6525
UUElkhart@gmail.com

THIS MONTH THE THEME IS RENEWAL. BE READY TO SHARE A
SONG THAT HELPS YOU FEEL A SENSE OF RENEWAL

President of the Board
Katrina Wilson
574-606-4550
katskirx@gmail.com

Young Adult Group
Are you aged 18-35?
Not in High School?
Feeling isolated?
This is for you!
Pandemic at the Disco!
Join us November 15 at
5pm on Discord
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Minister
Rev. Amy DeBeck
574-304-1282
amy.debeck@gmail.com
Minister Emeritus
Rev. Gordon Gibson
Knoxville, Tennessee

Rental Agent
Dwight Fish
574-536-9973
fish73@comcast.net

UUFE is committed to health and safety in the midst of this pandemic. With guidance
from our national organization we have chosen to suspend indoor, in-person worship
services (the Sunday 10am gathering) in favor of online meetings through May 2021.
We have been having some very interesting services online!
Holding in our hearts this month are:
Everyone suffering with coronavirus.
Health care providers and who are, some themselves, unwell.
Everyone who suffers from ailments not Coivid-related but nonetheless effected by the
times we live in.
Those of us poor in spirit because of stress related to living in a Pandemic.
And we hold each other until we can call or Zoom or be there, masked. Love wins.
Joys and Sorrows and Check-in Wednesdays at 5pm
Do you have any life events of your own or somebody in your life that you would like to
lift up with your beloved community? I have decided to replace the pieces I used to do
called Fireside Chats with a weekly Zoom meeting for Office Hours that will often
include a Joys and Sorrows time. Wednesday evenings from 5pm to 6pm check in with
me for an informal, personal hour. Meeting ID: 953 1372 2376
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BULLETIN BOARD

Notes from your Congregational Care Associate Team, or CCAT
We are Rev. Amy (574-304-1282, amy.debeck@gmail.com) and Rev. Kevin
(574-333-6861, kjdebeck@gmail.com), Peg Cook (pegcook2@aol.com),
Dwight Fish (fish73@comcast.net) and Steve Cripe (srcripe@yahoo.com.)
Contact any one of us to let us know when you or somebody else is having
a medical concern or has an issue in their life which would be made easier or
lighter by having support.
We can provide good thoughts and prayers, but also meals or other help.

During this pandemic it is especially important to know
that we are not alone. Reach out—please.

Saturday October 24
at 9am
Bring a rake, or a friend,
or just you and
your energy!
Mike Darnel, chair of
Building and Grounds,
will answer any questions
at mrdarnel@gmail.com
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Nature Walk
Let's enjoy time as a faith community in a safe and responsible way by
gathering for Nature Walks. We may have to walk six feet apart, but we
can still be outside together. It's perfect whether you enjoy birding,
flowers, plants and trees, or just getting out into nature.
Schedule:
1 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 11, at Elkhart Environmental Center, 1717 E. Lusher Ave., Elkhart.
1 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 25, at Goshen Millrace Trail (meet at Shanklin Park, 411 W. Plymouth
Ave., Goshen).
Details are subject to change; please consult UUFE's weekly emails and/or the UUFE
Peeps Facebook group for new information.

Contact Terry Mark or Annette Long with any questions.

Wondering what to do the
day after Election Night?
Plan now to bring canned foods
and other non-perishables to
drop off at UUFE.
Chat with Rev. Amy and anyone
else who drops by.
Chat and drop-off 1pm to 4pm,
most likely outdoors.
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Volunteer of the Month
The board voted unanimously, at the September Board Meeting, to name Steve Cripe the
Volunteer of the Month for October.
We all know that Steve is a “behind the scenes” kind of guy. Well we caught him in the act in
August. He paid for a contractor to power wash the Learning Center and the garage. They
look fantastic and while he was at it, he asked the contractor to power wash the ramp up to the
Gathering Place so that Mike Darnel would have a clean surface to stain the wood. The
Fellowship insisted on paying for that part, but the point is that Steve saw a need and was there
with a solution. He made a generous contribution so that the campus would look better.

Steve is also an assistant treasurer in charge of bank deposits and every spring and fall he
organizes the road clean up for Johnson Street, even with the Covid crisis we plan to do that
this year on September 26th while social distancing and masking up.
Thanks a bunch Steve!
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart
1732 Garden Street
Elkhart, IN 46514

Our Month of Sundays — October 2020
The Theme is DEEP LISTENING
October Services are available by 10am on YouTube channel UU Elkhart, except where noted*
4

Blessing of the Animals Join us live on Zoom for the annual Blessing of the Animals.

11 Coming Out Day Today is also Pastor Appreciation day and Rev. Amy will talk about where the two connect.
18 Is Church Relevant in the Pandemic? Rev. Amy will present her thoughts at a YouTube usual 10am
service. Please watch the service and join her at the 11:30 Zoom Coffee Hour to discuss.
25 Come Anyway! Topic to be determined, but community is always here at 10am on YouTube.

November 1 join us for a special service on “UU the Vote,” with the central message preached by our
Association President, the Rev. Susan Frederick-Gray. It will be a usual YouTube service.
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