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September 2020 
From the August Board meeting, regarding on-going safety considerations: 

UUFE will not host large gatherings until our congregational guidelines are approved. Until 
that approval, small, invitation-only gatherings, under the office of the ministry, that follow 
social distancing and CDC guidelines, and approved by the minister, can take place. 

 

Our theme is RENEWAL and I cannot write anything about that—I have only questions. 

What sparks your spirit? 

What element of church could you still enjoy, even with safety precautions?   

(i.e. classes, prayer meetings, interest groups…..what do you NEED?) 

Our online presence is good but can always get better.  We have worship that is easy to 
click on at any time, some meet-ups that are interactive, and all are easy to access. 

 If you would let Rev. Amy know what kind of online activity would be meaningful to you,  

that would help us greatly.  (I really want to know!) 

If you are not sure your idea is a good one—it is!   

We are doing church like we have never done before—all of us.   

What would excite you enough to make you mark your calendar?   

What would you love to do as a meet-up with a friend? 

In this month of renewal, think about how you will continue to rise and meet the day even 
while Covid restrictions continue.  How can your faith community help? 

In peace with love, 

Rev. Amy 
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UUFE is a  

Welcoming Congregation 

member of the Unitarian 

Universalist Association. 

 
_____________________________ 

Love is the spirit of this church 
and service is its law. 

To dwell together in peace, 
to seek the truth in love, 
and to help one another, 

This is our covenant. 

_____________________________ 

The Fellowship Focus is published 
monthly.  Members and friends are 

invited to submit news and photos.  Send 
text or attachments via email to editor  

 UUFE 
(574) 264-6525 

UUElkhart@gmail.com 

President of the Board 

Katrina Wilson 

574-606-4550 

katskirx@gmail.com 

Minister 

Rev. Amy DeBeck 

574-304-1282 

amy.debeck@gmail.com 

Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Gordon Gibson 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

Rental Agent 
Dwight Fish 

574-536-9973 
fish73@comcast.net 

Zoom Office Hours 
Wednesdays 5pm to 6pm and Thursdays 11am to noon 

Catch up with Rev. Amy and an occasional guest (her family is her 

quaranteam) to stay in touch with each other 

Youth Group 
Pandemic at the Disco ! 

Sunday September  20 at 4pm 
Are you in grades 7-12 or the homeschool 

equivalent?  This is for you. 
1. Reach out to one of the DeBecks to learn about DISCORD 

Text Eliza at 574 266 5809 or Henry at 574 606 3201 

1. Make an account at DISCORD.COM and Download DISCORD 
(Then invite friends to join, too) 

3. Pick a song that has sustained you through the pandemic.  
PG13 or cleaner, please 

4. Log onto DISCORD to listen to each others’ choices and a 
discussion/comment period between each with hangout 

time after 

THIS MONTH THE THEME IS RENEWAL.  BE READY TO SHARE A 
SONG THAT HELPS YOU FEEL A SENSE OF RENEWAL 

Young Adult Group         

                     Are you aged 18-35?   

Not in High School? 

Feeling isolated?  

This is for you! 

Pandemic at the Disco! 

Join us September 20 at 
5pm on Discord 
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UUFE is committed to health and safety in the midst of this pandemic.  With guidance 

from our national organization we have chosen to suspend indoor, in-person worship 

services (the Sunday 10am gathering) in favor of online meetings through May 2021.  

We have been having some very interesting services online! 

Holding in our hearts this month 

Carolyne Andersohn, who lost her father to Covid19 

Zanzer and Norman Anderson, who lost their son, Anthony, to Covid 19. 

Jess, Pedro, and Willow Galicia who lost Pedro’s brother, Frankie 

Carolina Preciado, who lost a dear friend, Amber, to gun violence 

As Karen Kehr goes through the long drawn out process of diagnosis, we pray for good 

results and positive outcomes. 

Joys and Sorrows and Check-in Wednesdays at 5pm 

Do you have any life events of your own or somebody in your life that you would like to 

lift up with your beloved community?  I have decided to replace the pieces I used to do 

called Fireside Chats with a weekly Zoom meeting for Office Hours that will often in-

clude a Joys and Sorrows time.  Wednesday evenings from 5pm to 6pm check in with 

me for an informal, personal hour.  Meeting ID: 953 1372 2376   
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Notes from your Congregational Care Associate Team, or CCAT 

We are Rev. Amy (574-304-1282, amy.debeck@gmail.com) and Rev. Kevin 

(574-333-6861, kjdebeck@gmail.com), Peg Cook (pegcook2@aol.com), 

Dwight Fish (fish73@comcast.net) and Steve Cripe (srcripe@yahoo.com.)  

Contact any one of us to let us know when you or somebody else  is having 

a medical concern or has an issue in their life which would be made easier or 

lighter by having support.   

We can provide good thoughts and prayers, but also meals or other help.   

During this pandemic it is especially important to know  

that we are not alone.  Reach out—please.  

 

UUFE Social Justice on the Civic Plaza:  UU The Vote! 

We started on August 2,and going through October 4, there are UUFE  

members helping people to register to vote every Sunday  

from 2:00 to 3:00 PM on Main Street in downtown Elkhart.  

Come join us! 
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Nature Walk 

Let's enjoy time as a faith community in a safe and responsible way by 

gathering for Nature Walks. We may have to walk six feet apart, but we 

can still be outside together. It's perfect whether you enjoy birding, 

flowers, plants and trees, or just getting out into nature. 

Schedule:  

1 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 13, at Bonneyville Mill County Park, 53373 County Road 131, Bristol 

(meet at Briar Patch Shelter).  

1 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 27, at Boot Lake Nature Preserve, 51430 County Road 3, Elkhart.  

1 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 11, at Elkhart Environmental Center, 1717 E. Lusher Ave., Elkhart.  

1 p.m. Sunday, Oct. 25, at Goshen Millrace Trail (meet at Shanklin Park, 411 W. Plymouth 

Ave., Goshen).  

Details are subject to change; please consult UUFE's weekly emails and/or the UUFE 

Peeps Facebook group for new information.  

Contact Terry Mark or Annette Long with any questions. 

Sunday September 6 from 11am to 1pm 

Bring the water sacred to your life, and pour it into the common bowl.  Drive 

through at UUFE.  We will do a brief recording of your offering if you like.   

On Sunday, September 27 we will have our UUFE water ceremony with all the 

water we receive and blend. 

 

 

Also, receive a hot dog and some root beer when you bring your water, to mark 

what would have been the DeBecks’ 13th Labor Day party.   
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Volunteer of the Month   
The board voted unanimously, at the August Board Meeting, to name Chuck Bower the 

Volunteer of the Month for September.  We all appreciate Chuck’s tenacious spirit and 

follow through, which led to his filing for the grant from UUA which will cover much of 

our expenses from the 2018 flood.  We received $11,600 from UUA, which will allow us 

to repair our basements and roof.   Chuck, we really want to pat you on the back and 

thank you in person but, until we can do that, please accept our written thanks and our 

virtual “pat on the back” via our next Zoom interaction together.       

 
 

 

 

This is running for a second time  

because they all worked so hard! 

Our Buildings and Grounds crew PLUS extra helpers have been 
keeping our campus beautiful this summer.  Mike Darnel has the 

complete list of thank-yous but we will start with TJ Shaum, Joan and 
Ken Clayborn, Mike and Judy Darnel, Katrina and Dane Wilson.  

Thanks to all of you from all of us! 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 

 

2 

Cyan Walker 

3 

 

 

 

4 

 

 

5 

 

 

6 

Jim Barnes 

Jim Todd 

7 

Mary 

Adams 

 8 

 

 

9 

 

10  

 

 

 

 

11 

 

 

 

 

12 

 

 

13 

Ethan Renn 

Wojtas 

14  

Aris 

Hartman 

15 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

17  

 

 

18  

 

 

19  

 

20 21 

Moxie 

Robinson 

22  

Jim Lindzy 

Madlean Koehler 

Joni Wilson 

23 

Jackie Lenezycki 

Eliza DeBeck 

Dane Wilson 

T.J. Shaum 

24  

Carolee Searles 

Deb Inglefield 

 

25 

Pam Mims 

 

26 

Holly 

Vernon 

27 

 

28 

 

29 

Oxana 

Werbiansky 

 

30 

John Blosser 
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Our Month of Sundays — September 2020 

The Theme is RENEWAL 

 

 

September Services are available by 10am on YouTube channel UU Elkhart, except where noted* 

6 Universalism 
This year marks the 250th anniversary of John Murray arriving in the United States. Rev. Amy will reflect on the 
power of his ministry in uncertain times.   

DRIVE THRU AFTER, 11am to 1pm TO BRING YOUR SACRED WATER AND RECEIVE A HOT DOG AND ROOT BEER 

* 13   Join the UU’s in Ft. Wayne!  Our mailing list recipients will receive the link before Saturday night to join 
them on ZOOM, Sunday at 10:30am.  Rev. Misty Dawn Shelly leads her congregation and ours on this Sunday of 
sharing local pulpits. 

20  Jewish New Year 

 In the Jewish tradition, today is the last day of Rosh Hashanah.  In this time of atonement and New Year, what 
types of renewal might we all encounter? 

27 Water Ingathering 
This year our water ceremony will be virtual, but the blessings will remain the same. Bring your water to mingle 
in the common bowl before today, and then participate in our annual tradition today.  Make sure to join us for 
this special blending and blessing of the water.  

 

 

 

 


