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Curiosity 
Both Eve and Pandora were set up to fail and have carried too much misplaced blame. In 
the month of May let us see curiosity for what it is—a gift. 

Eve lived in Paradise but was told she could not eat from the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil. Many people misquote or misremember and think that the apple was from the tree 
of knowledge. Specifically, that apple helped her (or cursed her) to know the difference 
between Good and Evil, a concept she did not have to know because Paradise only had 
Good. 

Pandora, though, I think was given a worse deal. Distinctly given the Gift or Curse of 
Insatiable Curiosity, she was given a box and told she could not open it. Of course she 
opened it because we humans can resist anything except temptation. When she opened it, 
All the Bad Things got released into the world that had previously been under lock and key. 
The one thing left in the box was Hope. Hope had not been in the world before because it 
was unnecessary in Paradise. 

Friends, Paradise has always been a hoax. The concept is used to keep us in our place--
human, imperfect, lower than the gods. Curiosity is the hero of our story. 

In our everyday human lives we will experience death and illness, grief, injury, and every 
other human loss. Curiosity is usually the thing that leads us to healing, or at least to 
holding out for the Hope of healing. If scientists and doctors were not curious we would not 
have cures and immunizations. Without Curiosity we would not have music or art.  

Curiosity, taught as the downfall of humankind, is really our strongest tool, but Curiosity 
makes it hard to control humans. Holding onto Hope makes it hard to control humans, too. 
Any child who goes into a situation with a million questions and the hope of getting them all 
answered is going to change the world. They always do. Even if their names are Eve or 
Pandora. 

Curiosity and Hope forever and ever, amen!  

In peace with love, 

Rev. Amy 
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July 2019

Exploration
The month of July invites us into the theme of 
exploration.  The deep relationship between a 
pastor and her people is a sacred bond that 
asserts itself in different ways. Recently at the 
Pride Festival in South Bend many people I 
had not physically met recognized me (and 
UUFE) from Facebook and other social media. 
There are so many ways to reach this pastor, 
including one that is continually evolving: office 
hours. It is kind of antiquated but there seems 
to still be a desire for UUFE folks to know 
exactly where I will be at certain times. Office 
hours comes from a time when professional 
clergy had schedules and even careers like 
those of professors, what with public speaking 
and prep time and publication expectations.  

Professors, like clergy, have to be accessible to their people and so they post certain times the pupils can find 
them in the office. Only during these office hours could a student expect to speak to the professor, but I can be 
reached almost all the time across different platforms! I am sure of this and publicize my contacts widely, but I am 
still exploring the reasons for and practice of office hours. So, my people, do we like office hours? And do we like 
them at a public coffee shop or in my office? Neither afford privacy—that would mean making an appointment 
for a meeting, which I do frequently for all kinds of reasons.  But maybe knowing where I am outside of Sunday 
morning makes you at UUFE feel better? 
 
On July 28 I will give a question box sermon. Through the month of July you are invited to drop questions into 
the box and I will answer them on July 28. For the month of July, I will not be holding any specific hours but am 
available to meet by schedule. Call me, text me, email me, say hi around town, after the service on Sunday, or by 
FB messenger. I love our deep connections and want to keep it so. Keep exploring those connections, as I will 
also.

In peace with love,

Rev. Amy
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UUFE is a  
Welcoming Congregation 
member of the Unitarian 
Universalist Association. 

 
_____________________________ 

Love is the spirit of this church 
and service is its law. 

To dwell together in peace, 
to seek the truth in love, 
and to help one another, 

This is our covenant. 
_____________________________ 

The Fellowship Focus is published 
monthly.  Members and friends are 

invited to submit news and photos.  Send 
text or attachments via email to editor 

Katrina Wilson monthly by the 15th 
(katskirx@gmail.com). 

Send address changes and subscription 
requests (email or print edition) to 

David Stokely (dstokely@infionline.net). 

 UUFE 
(574) 264-6525 

UUElkhart@gmail.com 

President of the Board 
Chuck Bower 
574-361-6166 

chuck@hawthorneservices.com 

Minister 
Rev. Amy DeBeck 

574-304-1282 
amydebeck@gmail.com 

Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Gordon Gibson 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

Rental Agent 
Dwight Fish 

574-536-9973 
fish73@comcast.net 

UUFE Calendar 
Terry Mark, as President-elect, is managing the UUFE calendar. We 
have transitioned to include more events on the uufe.org website 
calendar, which is found by clicking on the About Us, News, 
Worship, or other page links. You will find the calendar displayed in 
the right side column of these pages. We will rely on uufe.org to 
track events, building rentals, etc. 

To reserve for a UUFE event, contact Terry (574-361-6210). 
To rent our space, contact Dwight Fish, (574-536-9973). 

Terry will periodically print 2-3 months ahead and post in the church 
office. Please do NOT write anything on the printed calendar. One 
final thing, if your event ALSO requires posting in the weekly email 
sent by Ron Gill, please notify Ron separately via email 
at uufeupdate@ gmail.com. 

Office Hours 
Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10am to noon at UUFE. 

Youth Group 
Youth Group is held the first Sunday of the month at UUFE from 5 to 
7pm. Also on potluck Sundays, the third Sunday of the month, they 
gather for a mid-month check in from about noon to 1. Leaders are 
Oxana and Zanzer, with Rev. Amy dropping in on some of the 
meetings. Anyone in school or home school equivalent of 7-12th 
grade is welcome, roughly 12-18 years.  

Women’s Poetry Group will meet Saturdays, May 4 and 

May 18, from 10am to noon. Bring 2 poems to read aloud, written by 
you or another woman. 

Pre-school Sunday School Class will meet Sundays, 

May 5 and May 12. Our teenage youth group and designated 
grandparent figures will lovingly guide our youngest children (under 5) 
through a program called Chalice Children toward the end of the 
service, continuing into coffee hour. Our youngest learn about our 
values through singing, chalice lighting, and making new friends. 

Jess Galicia
(news@uufe.org).
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Send address changes and subscription 
requests (email or print edition) to 

Katrina Wilson (katskirx@gmail.com).

Women & Girls’ Poetry Group - Saturday July 6 & 20

Hello women and girls who love poetry!  Meet with us from 10 AM to 
Noon on the first and third Saturdays of every month. Bring 2 poems, 
written by you or another woman to read aloud. 

Meditation Group

The Meditation group meets for an hour at 11:30 AM on Sundays 
in the Children's House.  We practice Breathing Meditation, 
Vipassana Meditation, with the assistance of Barbara Goldfarb, or 
other meditation techniques such as the body scan for 30 minutes 
and discuss our respective meditation practices or listen to a short 
reading which might apply.  In July we will skip the first Sunday (July 
7th), since the class leaders will all be on vacation, and will meet on 
July 14th, 21st and 28th.  The sessions are free and may last a few 
minutes longer than one hour depending on the discussion on a given 
day. For details contact Ken Clayborn at kclayborn52@gmail.com Terry Mark 

574-361-6210 
klagmorn@gmail.com

Terry Mark is managing the UUFE Calendar. We have transitioned 
to include more events on the uufe.org website calendar, which 
is found by clicking Upcoming Events or other page links. We will 
rely on uufe.org to track events, building rentals, etc.

To reserve for a UUFE event, contact Terry (574-361-6210). 
To rent our space, contact Dwight Fish (574-536-9973).

Terry will periodically print 2-3 months ahead and post in the 
church office. Please do NOT write anything on the printed 
calendar. Additionally, if your event requires posting in the weekly 
email sent by Ron Gill, please notify Ron separately via email at 
uufeupdate@gmail.com

Rev. Amy DeBeck 
574-304-1282 

amy.debeck@gmail.com

Youth Group will resume Aug 18, and will not meet on Sept. 1 at 
UUFE from 5 - 7 pm. Also on potluck Sundays , the third Sunday of 
the month, they gather for a mid-month check in from about noon 
to 1. Leaders are Oxana and Zanzer, with Rev. Amy dropping in on 
some of the meetings. Anyone in school or home school equivalent of 
7-12th grade is welcome, roughly 12-18 years.

https://uufe.org/events/
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BULLETIN BOARD 

UUFE Feasters  This fun group of foodies visit area restaurants at lunch gatherings held at 11:30am on the second 
Wednesday of the month. 

Wed., May  8, The Legendary Grill, 108 S. Main St., Middlebury 
Wed., June 12, Carrabba's Italian Rest., 210 W. Day Rd., Mishawaka 
Wed., July 10, 11:15 a.m.*, Hopper's Pike St. Grill, 1208 W. Pike St., Goshen  *required by restaurant to have reservation. 
Wed., Aug. 7, Jesus Latin Grill and Tequila Bar, 122 N. Hill St., Mishawaka 

All RSVPs, suggestions, comments, questions, or concerns can be directed to Mary Adams, 619-921-0613 
or createnjoy@yahoo.com.  Notice that we are boldly venturing out of town during the warm weather! 

Spirit Seekers meet Thursdays in the Children's house at 4pm. All curious spirit seekers are encouraged to attend. For 
more information, contact Jim Todd at jwtley2000@yahoo.com or 574-612-9207.  

Nine Music Listeners met April 21 at 4pm at Doris and Dave’s. We listened to mostly classical with some pop, swing and 
folk and enjoyed an ice cream snack. Our next gathering will be at Mike Darnell’s on May 19 at 4pm. Our June gathering will 
be at Gordon and Phyllis Hostetler’s house on June 16 at 4pm. All who read this are invited to attend and bring up to 10 
minutes of recorded music to share. Just listening is ok too. If you have not been a regular at these gatherings please call 
the host so that adequate arrangements can be made for seating and the light snack. Mike Darnell’s phone is 574-277-1396 
and Gordon and Phyllis are at 574-293-2924. 

Science and Society: In March we had another scheduling change which pushed one of the sessions into April.    

Tuesday, May 7 at 4pm in the Children's House: We will view and discuss two 30 minute lectures from "The Great 
Courses" lecture series titled Understanding the Inventions That Changed the World, "Radio and Television" and "Nuclear 
Power"   

Tuesday, May 16 at 4pm in the Children's House: We will view and discuss two 30 minute lectures from "The Great 
Courses" lecture series titled Understanding the Inventions That Changed the World, "Household Appliances" and 
"Electronics and the Chip"   

Yoga Class at UUFE: Thursdays from 6 - 7 PM 
Taught by Kristen Smith. The charge is $10.00 per class - you do not have to come to all classes. 
Please bring a yoga mat. No prior experience needed. Yoga is an excellent program for increasing 
flexibility, strength and balance, as well as reducing stress. 
Questions: contact TJ Shaum at 574-536-7057. 

Tai Chi Classes focusing on Serenity, Balance, Coordination 
Fridays 10-11am for the low cost of $10 each. All levels welcomed. Instructor Alyse Knepple (269.476.9509) has 25 years of 
experience studying/teaching Tai Chi. Contact Emily Morrison at esmorison@icloud.com for more information. 

UUFeasters - We will continue to meet the 
second Wednesday of the month for 11:30 a.m. 
lunchtime gatherings.

Wed., July 10, 11:15 a.m.*, Hopper's Pike St. 
Grill, 1208 W. Pike St., Goshen
Wed., Aug. 7, Jesus Latin Grill and Tequila Bar, 
122 N. Hill St., Mishawaka
*required by restaurant to have reservation.

All suggestions, comments, questions or con-
cerns can be directed to Mary Adams, 
(619) 921-0613 or createnjoy@yahoo.com.  

Notice that we are boldly venturing out of town 
during the warm weather!

Social Justice Group meets on third Sundays at 1pm.

Broadway Meal Team Needs Volunteers

On July 14th, we will need additional help because of vacations. If you can help, please contact Dwight Fish 
or Linda Gill. 

We do have fun and feel appreciated by many happy people!



July 2019

The UUFE Board of Trustees has recognized Doris Stickel and Dave Stokely as Volunteers of 
the Month for July in deep gratitude for their many years as host of a Fourth of July cookout and 
party every year on the night of the Elkhart fireworks.

Doris and Dave generously opened up their home and backyard to UUFE members and friends 
as well as the large Stickel-Stokely clan of friends and family. It all made for unforgettable 
summer evenings of great food, laughter and games capped off by the 
fireworks and, in later years, visits to see the chimney swifts near Rice Field.

The tradition of a Fourth of July party will live on at UUFE with Dave and 
Doris as honorary hosts, but they have definitely earned this respite. Thanks 
for being great friends of all of us at UUFE.

Volunteer of the Month

Music Listeners Group 

Nine Music Listeners met at the Hostetlers’ on Sunday June 16. We had an interesting listening to our 
usual mix of classical, pop and jazz with an added mix of Beatles.  

Our next listening is at Deb and Ken Inglefield’s on July 7. Our August meeting will be August 18 hosted 
by Jim Todd and Mary Adams.  

All who read this are invited to attend and bring up to 10 minutes of recorded music to share.  Just  
listening is ok too.  If you are new to Music Listening, please give the host a call so adequate plans can 
be made for the snack and seating.

Inglefields are at 269-699-9160 and Jim Todd is at 612-9207.
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Science and Society

Tuesday, July 2nd 2019 at 4:00 PM in the Children’s House: Science and Society 
We will view and discuss the following 30 minute lectures from “The Great Courses” lecture series titled 
“Understanding the Inventions That Changed the World” 
1. “The Internet” and 2. “Social Media and Democracy”     

Tuesday, July 16th 2019 at 4:00 PM in the Children’s House: Science and Society 
 We will view and discuss the final 30 minute lecture from “The Great Courses” lecture series titled 
“Understanding the Inventions That Changed the World” This final lecture is titled  “Inventions and History”.  
We will fill the rest of the hour discussing the next series which begins in August.  
For details contact Ken Clayborn at kclayborn52@gmail.com   
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The Stickel--Stokley July 4th Party  
Thursday July 4 at UUFE on Garden Street. 

Bring a side or dessert to share; we will be grilling hot dogs 
and burgers, including veggie options too. 

Gathering starts at 3pm. Inside and outdoors. Bring a lawn 
chair if you think you may want to be outside.

Ordaining Kevin will take some money! 

The Ordination Committee (Ken Clayborn, Dwight Fish, Patty French and Susie 
Meeks Wade) will be holding some special opportunities in order to raise funds 
for this special ceremony.
   
UUFE Breakfast - Friday morning July 5 at UUFE
Stayed up late watching fireworks? Have guests? Bring them to UUFE for a 
great breakfast 9am to 1pm. Suggested donations are $10 or $20 for family. We 
will not turn anyone away! Menu includes: breakfast casserole, sausage, pas-
tries, Boston Red Sox waffles, coffee, juice, and milk. Veggie options, too.

Jazz Dinner - 5PM - 8PM July 21 at UUFE
Music by Chris & Patty French. Bid on dinners provided by congregants who 
cook!

Tailgate Party - Sunday August 11
How about August 11 for a day of baseball?  After the service, TAILGATE PAR-
TY!!!  Then, stay in the air conditioning and watch Field of Dreams in comfort, 
OR go watch the South Bend Cubs take on Ft. Wayne.  It is also “Faith Day” so 
our UUFE logo will get shown on the jumbotron.  Tailgating menu includes hot 
dogs, quality sides, and beverages. After we eat, Amy will be showing the film, 
Kevin will be escorting folks into South Bend.  



July 2019

• The board is planning a retreat in August that will take place with the assistance of a UU Mid-America 
Region consultant.

• The board decided to remove its advertisement of the Religious Education Coordinator from the 
website.

• Chuck Bower will be applying for a UUA Disaster Grant to help with the costs of the 2018 flood and 
possible renovation of the north basement area.  

• Social Action committee has been very active and will have a presence at the South Bend Pride Fest 
where they will be selling rainbow bibs and dog bandannas as well as handing out information. They are 
working on a little free library box and pantry box for the UUFE campus to be presented at the 4th of 
July party as well as talking about volunteering as a group to work with a program that fills backpacks 
full of food to send home with school children. 

UUFE Board Meeting Summary - June 2019 

William's Sculptures at Regional Art Shows
Kalamazoo Institute of Arts, located at 314 South Park Street, Kalamazoo, MI, will be displaying Wil-
liam’s, Flowers in the Crannied Wall, sculpture as part of its juried show, KIA’s 2019 West Michigan 
Area Show. The show will be on view until August 25, 2019.

Local Connections: Events Outside UUFE

Humanist Forum July Events
RSVP to:  https://www.meetup.com/Humanist-Forum/

Fundraiser at Monterrey Mexican Bar & Grill - July 2 @ 6:30 pm; 507 E. McKinley Avenue, Mishawa-
ka, IN 46545. Ask for Rita’s table. Monterrey has agreed to donate 20% of purchase (7am - 9:30pm) to the 
Humanist Forum when you present the coupon, either printed out from the Meet Up website or presented on 
your phone.

Hungry Humanists - July 11 @ 6:30pm; Mandarin House, 2104 Edison Road South Bend, 46617. Ask for 
Rita’s table.

School Choice:  Taxpayer-Funded Creationism, Bigotry and Bias - July 18 @ 6:30pm. River Park 
Branch Library, 2022 E. Mishawaka Avenue South Bend, 46615.

On Sundays in July Rev. Amy will be standing/sitting/leaning, what have you, as a witness to the atrocities of 
holding children in border camps. 

As of this publication I do not know about permits and such. My plan is for the Civic Plaza in Elkhart on Sun-
days with signs like CLOSE THE CAMPS. I do not believe this is an issue about immigration or politics, but a 
moral issue about how we treat each other. I do not want to live in a country with concentration camps and be 
blind to that.

If you would like to join me, my first venture out will be July 7 at 2pm.

Join Rev. Amy to CLOSE THE CAMPS - Sundays at 2PM in July 

https://www.meetup.com/Humanist-Forum/
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 
   

 
 

 

1 

 
2 
 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

3 
 
10a Tai Chi 

4 
 
9am-? B&G Spring 
Cleanup 
10a-12p Women’s 
Poetry 

5 Peg Cook 
9a Forum 
10a Service 
11aPreschoolClass 
12 Meditation 
5-7p Youth Group 

6  7  
 
4p Science and 
Society 

8  
Madison Wilson 
11:30a  Feasters* 
@Legendary Grill 

9  
 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 

10  
 
10a Tai Chi 
 
 
 

11 
 
2p Jerry Shaw 
Memorial 

12  
9a Forum 
10a Service 
11aPreschoolClass 
12 Meditation 

13  
 

14 
Louie Gurka 
Olin Zuercher 
 
 

15  
 
 

16  
Isabela Lindzy 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

17  
 
10a TaiChi 

18  
Willow Galicia 
 
10a-12p Women’s 
Poetry 

199a Forum 
10a Service 
1130a Annual 
Meeting & Potluck 
1p Social Justice 
4pMusicListeners* 

20 
 
 

21  
 
4p Science and 
Society 

22  
  
 

23  
 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

24  
 
10a TaiChi 

25 
 

26 
9a Forum 
10a Service 
 
12 Meditation 

27 
Richard Garner 

28 
Vern Thomas 
 

29 30 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

31 
Chris French 
10a TaiChi 
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July 2019

9a Forum
10a Service 
2pm Protest
4p Music Listeners

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

3p Spirit Seekers
6p Yoga

10a Thai Chi

4p Science & 
Society

Kali Hartman 3p Spirit Seekers
6p Yoga

10a Thai Chi

3p Spirit Seekers
6p Yoga

10a Thai Chi

Ken 
Inglefield 

Gene Wiswell
9a Forum 
10a Service 
11:30am Meditation 
2pm Protest

10a Women 
& Girls’ Poetry 
Group

Laurie 
Tweddale
9a Forum 

10a Service 
11:30a Meditation
1p Social Justice 
2pm Protest 
4p Music Listeners
5p Jazz Dinner

4p Science & 
Society

Helen Mark

9a Forum 
10a Service 
11:30a Meditation 
2pm Protest

1 2 3 4 5 6
9a UUFE Breakfast 
Fundraiser 
10a Thai Chi

10a Women 
& Girls’ Poetry 
Group

Carson Richards
3p Stickel-Stokley 
4th of July Party 
at UUFE.

11:15a UUFeasters 
6p Board of  
Trustees Meeting

Rich Hackel Norman 
Anderson

Charles Brugh Karen Cripe

7p Worship & 
Arts Committee



 
Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart 
1732 Garden Street 
Elkhart, IN 46514 
 

 
 

 

8  May 2019 

 

 

with love to: 

Our Month of “Curiosity” Sundays — May 2019 

Service Topics 

5 Star Wars: The Good, The Bad, and The Force  
UUFE member Laura Snow ponders power dynamics this morning.  

12 Mother’s Day Flower Ceremony 
We celebrate the nurturing energy of women this day as we honor the tradition of Norbert Capek’s Flower 
Ceremony. Bring a flower with you and take home a different one.   

19 Boredom is Not an Option 
Curiosity is really the mark of intelligence, not collected knowledge. The thrill is in the pursuit; finding it is 
satisfaction. What are you curious about? The Annual Congregational Meeting follows the service.  

26 African American History of Memorial Day 
Let us mark, once again, the sacrifice of our war dead. But this year, let us pay particular homage to its origins 
in African American communities. Come to learn, remember, and pay respects.  
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July 7  New Hope Rising 
Rev. Amy shares wisdom and insights from her 14 years of ministry. Spoiler alert: UUism is 
still relevant and saves lives. 

July 14 Tongues of Fire - Rev. Misha Sanders 
Can an ancient sacred story about the infilling of the holy spirit be useful to Unitarian 
Universalists? What if a retelling through new lens makes all the difference? What if the 
message of Pentecost really has been applicable all along?

July 21 What Drives Humans to Explore? 
The almost Rev. Kevin gives the service this morning about our natural inclination of 
curiosity. 

July 28 Question Box Sermon 
Rev. Amy has put a box in the lobby for the whole month of July and on this morning she 
will answer questions from the box. Nothing is off limits but she may not have a ready 
answer—come and see.

Our Month of “Exploration” Sundays - July 2019


