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Curiosity 
Both Eve and Pandora were set up to fail and have carried too much misplaced blame. In 
the month of May let us see curiosity for what it is—a gift. 

Eve lived in Paradise but was told she could not eat from the tree of knowledge of good 
and evil. Many people misquote or misremember and think that the apple was from the tree 
of knowledge. Specifically, that apple helped her (or cursed her) to know the difference 
between Good and Evil, a concept she did not have to know because Paradise only had 
Good. 

Pandora, though, I think was given a worse deal. Distinctly given the Gift or Curse of 
Insatiable Curiosity, she was given a box and told she could not open it. Of course she 
opened it because we humans can resist anything except temptation. When she opened it, 
All the Bad Things got released into the world that had previously been under lock and key. 
The one thing left in the box was Hope. Hope had not been in the world before because it 
was unnecessary in Paradise. 

Friends, Paradise has always been a hoax. The concept is used to keep us in our place--
human, imperfect, lower than the gods. Curiosity is the hero of our story. 

In our everyday human lives we will experience death and illness, grief, injury, and every 
other human loss. Curiosity is usually the thing that leads us to healing, or at least to 
holding out for the Hope of healing. If scientists and doctors were not curious we would not 
have cures and immunizations. Without Curiosity we would not have music or art.  

Curiosity, taught as the downfall of humankind, is really our strongest tool, but Curiosity 
makes it hard to control humans. Holding onto Hope makes it hard to control humans, too. 
Any child who goes into a situation with a million questions and the hope of getting them all 
answered is going to change the world. They always do. Even if their names are Eve or 
Pandora. 

Curiosity and Hope forever and ever, amen!  

In peace with love, 

Rev. Amy 
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UUFE is a  

Welcoming Congregation 

member of the Unitarian 

Universalist Association. 

 
_____________________________ 

Love is the spirit of this church 
and service is its law. 

To dwell together in peace, 
to seek the truth in love, 
and to help one another, 

This is our covenant. 

_____________________________ 

The Fellowship Focus is published 
monthly.  Members and friends are 

invited to submit news and photos.  Send 
text or attachments via email to editor 

Katrina Wilson monthly by the 15th 
(katskirx@gmail.com). 

Send address changes and subscription 
requests (email or print edition) to 

David Stokely (dstokely@infionline.net). 

 UUFE 
(574) 264-6525 

UUElkhart@gmail.com 

President of the Board 

Chuck Bower 

574-361-6166 

chuck@hawthorneservices.com 

Minister 

Rev. Amy DeBeck 

574-304-1282 

amydebeck@gmail.com 

Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Gordon Gibson 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

Rental Agent 
Dwight Fish 

574-536-9973 
fish73@comcast.net 

UUFE Calendar 
Terry Mark, as President-elect, is managing the UUFE calendar. We 

have transitioned to include more events on the uufe.org website 

calendar, which is found by clicking on the About Us, News, 

Worship, or other page links. You will find the calendar displayed in 

the right side column of these pages. We will rely on uufe.org to 

track events, building rentals, etc. 

To reserve for a UUFE event, contact Terry (574-361-6210). 

To rent our space, contact Dwight Fish, (574-536-9973). 

Terry will periodically print 2-3 months ahead and post in the church 

office. Please do NOT write anything on the printed calendar. One 

final thing, if your event ALSO requires posting in the weekly email 

sent by Ron Gill, please notify Ron separately via email 

at uufeupdate@ gmail.com. 

Office Hours 

Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10am to noon at UUFE. 

Youth Group 

Youth Group is held the first Sunday of the month at UUFE from 5 to 

7pm. Also on potluck Sundays, the third Sunday of the month, they 

gather for a mid-month check in from about noon to 1. Leaders are 

Oxana and Zanzer, with Rev. Amy dropping in on some of the 

meetings. Anyone in school or home school equivalent of 7-12th 

grade is welcome, roughly 12-18 years.  

Women’s Poetry Group will meet Saturdays, May 4 and 

May 18, from 10am to noon. Bring 2 poems to read aloud, written by 

you or another woman. 

Pre-school Sunday School Class will meet Sundays, 

May 5 and May 12. Our teenage youth group and designated 

grandparent figures will lovingly guide our youngest children (under 5) 

through a program called Chalice Children toward the end of the 

service, continuing into coffee hour. Our youngest learn about our 

values through singing, chalice lighting, and making new friends. 
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Humanist Forum May Events  

For any of the events listed below, RSVP to:  https://www.meetup.com/Humanist-Forum/ 

Hungry Humanists Meet for Dinner at Zing Japanese Fusion on Thursday, May 2, 6:30pm.  206 N. Main St. 

Mishawaka, 46544. Ask for Rita’s table. 

Zing offers a wide range of Japanese dishes, along with mind-blowing sushi and hibachi creations. Whether it’s 

Sashimi, Tempura, Beef Teriyaki, or Chef’s Special like Peking Duck, it’s always delicious. 

Abortion:  Facts vs. Myths on Thursday, May 16, 6:30pm, at River Park Branch Library, 2022 E. Mishawaka 

Ave. South Bend, 46615. 

We hear a lot of discussion on abortion these days, but much of what we hear is based on false information. We’ll try 

to sort out some of the myths and learn the facts in order to make informed decisions on this controversial issue. 

O’Brien Woods & Park Cleanup Plus Lunch on Saturday, May 18, 10 am – 1:30 pm.  321 E. Walter St. South 

Bend, 46614. 

We'll meet at 10 am at the big gazebo near the park entrance then pick up trash bags, gloves and other equipment 

all supplied by the Park. We’ll work until Noon then return to the gazebo for a picnic lunch, with vegetarian option, 

provided by the Humanist Forum. This is a family friendly event. Clean restrooms are available. Wear old clothes and 

shoes and dress for the weather. 

Local Connections: Events Outside UUFE 

Volunteers needed at Church Community Services 

Church Community Services is in need of volunteers! Please go to www.churchcommunityservices.org/volunteer or 

contact Jen McOwen to learn more! volunteer@churchcommunityservices.org or 574-295-3673 x 112.   

Food Drive / Help Needed 

The Church Community Services food pantry benefits from the 

Letter Carrier's Food Drive on May 11 and we could use your 

help! Simply put non-perishable food items in a bag or box next to 

your mailbox by 9:00 a.m. Saturday, May 11, and they will be 

picked up!  

We also need "bag buddies",  pairs of people to follow a letter 

carrier and pick up the food at mailboxes, and volunteers to help 

sort collected food at the Post Office. Please contact Jen if you can 

help with a shift on Saturday, May 11. 

volunteer@churchcommunityservices.org or 574-295-3673 x 112.   
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UUFE Board of Trustee Meeting Highlights 

Meeting: April 10, 2019 

 The board approved the Art Exhibition Committee Proposal for an art hanging system and an integrated lighting 

system for the gallery. 

 David Stokely and Doris Stickel will be honorary hosts for a 4th of July Celebration at UUFE this year. 

 The Health Department inspection of our kitchen for a possible monthly Soup Kitchen revealed that we would 

need to install a grease trap. We are looking into the cost of that and other improvements. 

 Concerns about accessibility of all areas of our building were discussed and will be directed towards the Worship 

and Arts Committee. 

Volunteer of the Month: Katrina Wilson 

Katrina Wilson has brought a discerning eye, sound judgment, tireless work ethic and unending patience to her role 

as editor of the Fellowship Focus since 2013. She's kept us and the wider UUFE informed on worship services, 

board and committee activities, social justice actions and fellowship events (including our birthdays). For that and her 

cheery attitude, the UUFE Board of Trustees is recognizing Katrina as Volunteer of the Month. 

Katrina is in the process of passing the editor's pen to Jessica Galicia. We know Jess will do a great job, but we're 

grateful for all that Katrina has done and what she will do in the future as she transitions to other leadership roles at 

UUFE. 

Meditation Group Schedule  

The Sunday meditation group will meet each Sunday in May at noon except May 19, which is the Fellowship's 

Annual Meeting. The group meets in the Children's House. Beginning in May our first Sunday sitting will be a 

Vipassana (Insight) meditation led by Barbara Goldfarb. The balance of the Month will be concentration (Breath) 

meditation; Zen Style. Each session is at least one hour long. Please join us if you are interested in learning to "Be 

Here Now". Namaste 

 Please contact Ken Clayborn at 574-596-7855 or kclayborn52@gmail.com if you have any questions.   

Notice to Friends 

We will no longer be hosting our annual July 4th picnic/cookout at our home this year. Thirty-five years of good times, 

good food and a host of friends must come to an end. 

Doris and Dave 

UUFE Social Justice group will meet at 1pm on Sunday May 19 after the annual meeting. 

Call for Volunteers: Clean-Up day on Saturday, May 4th!   
Building and Grounds has planned a special cleanup day, Saturday, May 4, starting at 9 am, to work on a number of 

outdoor and indoor items. These include raking/blowing remaining leaves, litter pickup along Woodlawn and Canton 

Streets, and some indoor projects. A priority list will be created at this Sunday's Building and Grounds committee 

meeting. Please take a little time on Saturday the 4th to help us beautify inside and out. Chuck Bower, chair, Building 

and Grounds. 
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SPRING FUNDRAISER 

As most of you know we have changed the timing for the Ooey-Gooey auction from the springtime back to the 
original autumn timeframe (more on that at a later date).   

This spring we hope you will include us on your schedule for Saturday June 8, 2019 from 5 pm until 8 pm for a 
special fundraising event.   

We are hosting the musical group Three Legged Chair. As many of you remember, this group from Goshen 
performed for us earlier this spring as part of our Sunday Service and they were a hit.  

Three-Legged Chair is made up of three longtime friends and musicians—Gloria Showalter, Hillary Harder, and 
Maeve King. Three-Legged Chair combines three-part vocal harmony with folk, Latin, and musical theatre influences 
to create a musical environment that feels intimate and familiar. A three-legged chair symbolizes the mutual support 
and interdependence that the band embodies. They invite audiences into this reality through their thoughtful lyrics, 
lush harmonies, and the love they have for each other and their listeners. Three Legged Chair will perform beginning 
at 6 pm that evening. We will be distributing flyers for the event throughout Goshen and Elkhart so that our neighbors 
may also come to enjoy the concert.  

The schedule for the evening will include refreshments.  We plan to have sub sandwiches, pinwheels, chips, sweet 
treats and soft drinks as well as adult beverages a la carte for a free will, suggested donation which will be posted.  
Adult admission of $15.00 each will be charged at the door.  Seniors (over 62 years) are $10.00 each and children 
under 12 will be admitted free.  Doors will open at 5:00 pm.  We will begin serving food at 5:00 so you can enjoy it 
while you visit with friends.  The band will start playing at 6 pm.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

But wait!  There’s more!!  

As part of our planning and discussion the BUUM’s wanted to make sure that those of you who are fond of attending 
or hosting special summertime events in which the proceeds are donated back to the Fellowship, get a chance to 
offer them so that they may be enjoyed during the upcoming summer while the weather is good.   

Some of you may enjoy participating in (or hosting) a good old fashioned “Porch Sit” and this is the chance you’ve 
been waiting for.   You may have another activity that you would like to donate such as a canoeing or kayaking 
Saturday or a cocktail party or a “cook out”.  Anyone who would like to host such an activity can either take bids or 
set a fixed price, for those lucky enough to be first in line.  Please be thinking about your event(s) and communicate 
them to either Ken Clayborn (kclayborn52@gmail.com), Terry Mark (klagmorn@gmail.com) or Chuck Bower 
(chuck@hawthorneservices.com) before Sunday, May 26, 2019. That way we will have an idea how to set up the 
schedule for the event on June 8th. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

UUFE Feasters  This fun group of foodies visit area restaurants at lunch gatherings held at 11:30am on the second 

Wednesday of the month. 

Wed., May  8, The Legendary Grill, 108 S. Main St., Middlebury 

Wed., June 12, Carrabba's Italian Rest., 210 W. Day Rd., Mishawaka 

Wed., July 10, 11:15 a.m.*, Hopper's Pike St. Grill, 1208 W. Pike St., Goshen  *required by restaurant to have reservation. 

Wed., Aug. 7, Jesus Latin Grill and Tequila Bar, 122 N. Hill St., Mishawaka 

All RSVPs, suggestions, comments, questions, or concerns can be directed to Mary Adams, 619-921-0613 

or createnjoy@yahoo.com.  Notice that we are boldly venturing out of town during the warm weather! 

Spirit Seekers meet Thursdays in the Children's house at 4pm. All curious spirit seekers are encouraged to attend. For 

more information, contact Jim Todd at jwtley2000@yahoo.com or 574-612-9207.  

Nine Music Listeners met April 21 at 4pm at Doris and Dave’s. We listened to mostly classical with some pop, swing and 
folk and enjoyed an ice cream snack. Our next gathering will be at Mike Darnell’s on May 19 at 4pm. Our June gathering will 
be at Gordon and Phyllis Hostetler’s house on June 16 at 4pm. All who read this are invited to attend and bring up to 10 
minutes of recorded music to share. Just listening is ok too. If you have not been a regular at these gatherings please call 
the host so that adequate arrangements can be made for seating and the light snack. Mike Darnell’s phone is 574-277-1396 
and Gordon and Phyllis are at 574-293-2924. 

Science and Society: In March we had another scheduling change which pushed one of the sessions into April.    

Tuesday, May 7 at 4pm in the Children's House: We will view and discuss two 30 minute lectures from "The Great 
Courses" lecture series titled Understanding the Inventions That Changed the World, "Radio and Television" and "Nuclear 
Power"   

Tuesday, May 16 at 4pm in the Children's House: We will view and discuss two 30 minute lectures from "The Great 
Courses" lecture series titled Understanding the Inventions That Changed the World, "Household Appliances" and 
"Electronics and the Chip"   

Yoga Class at UUFE: Thursdays from 6 - 7 PM 
Taught by Kristen Smith. The charge is $10.00 per class - you do not have to come to all classes. 
Please bring a yoga mat. No prior experience needed. Yoga is an excellent program for increasing 
flexibility, strength and balance, as well as reducing stress. 
Questions: contact TJ Shaum at 574-536-7057. 

Tai Chi Classes focusing on Serenity, Balance, Coordination 

Fridays 10-11am for the low cost of $10 each. All levels welcomed. Instructor Alyse Knepple (269.476.9509) has 25 years of 

experience studying/teaching Tai Chi. Contact Emily Morrison at esmorison@icloud.com for more information. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   
 
 

 

1 

 
2 

 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

3 

 
10a Tai Chi 

4 

 
9am-? B&G Spring 
Cleanup 
10a-12p Women’s 
Poetry 

5 Peg Cook 
9a Forum 
10a Service 
11aPreschoolClass 
12 Meditation 
5-7p Youth Group 

6  7  

 
4p Science and 
Society 

8  

Madison Wilson 
11:30a  Feasters* 
@Legendary Grill 

9  

 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 

10  

 
10a Tai Chi 
 
 
 

11 

 
2p Jerry Shaw 
Memorial 

12  

9a Forum 
10a Service 
11aPreschoolClass 
12 Meditation 

13  

 

14 

Louie Gurka 
Olin Zuercher 
 
 

15  

 
 

16  

Isabela Lindzy 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

17  

 
10a TaiChi 

18  

Willow Galicia 
 
10a-12p Women’s 
Poetry 

199a Forum 
10a Service 
1130a Annual 
Meeting & Potluck 
1p Social Justice 
4pMusicListeners* 

20 

 
 

21  

 
4p Science and 
Society 

22  

  
 

23  

 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

24  

 
10a TaiChi 

25 

 

26 

9a Forum 
10a Service 
 
12 Meditation 

27 

Richard Garner 

28 

Vern Thomas 
 

29 30 

 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

31 

Chris French 
10a TaiChi 

 



 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart 

1732 Garden Street 

Elkhart, IN 46514 
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with love to: 

Our Month of “Curiosity” Sundays — May 2019 

Service Topics 

5 Star Wars: The Good, The Bad, and The Force  
UUFE member Laura Snow ponders power dynamics this morning.  

12 Mother’s Day Flower Ceremony 
We celebrate the nurturing energy of women this day as we honor the tradition of Norbert Capek’s Flower 
Ceremony. Bring a flower with you and take home a different one.   

19 Boredom is Not an Option 
Curiosity is really the mark of intelligence, not collected knowledge. The thrill is in the pursuit; finding it is 
satisfaction. What are you curious about? The Annual Congregational Meeting follows the service.  

26 African American History of Memorial Day 
Let us mark, once again, the sacrifice of our war dead. But this year, let us pay particular homage to its origins 
in African American communities. Come to learn, remember, and pay respects.  

 


