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The first sermon I ever wrote was about how so many people find their spirituality on the 

road. Buddha had to leave the palace to experience human suffering, putting him on the 

road to enlightenment. Moses took his people out wandering for 40 years. Jesus wandered 

while he found his disciples and while he sought communion with God. Saul became Paul 

while on the road to Damascus. Modern pilgrims include Muslims going to Mecca and Latter 

Day Saints going to Utah.  

All of life is a journey and some of our world’s spiritual leaders claim their epiphanies on the 

journey—on the road—NOT safely at home. The Journey of Life opens us to new ideas, new 

people, new ways of thinking, and also sometimes, ancient truths.  

When we think of our own spiritual journeys we like to share it with others so that we can see 

how our paths intertwine and intersect. Even if we meet later in life, when our Journeying 

days are mostly behind us, sharing our stories of Journey makes us feel not so alone.  

In our UU Orientation classes we invite people to share the journey that brought them to 

UUFE. Sometimes we draw pictures about it. I recall when I was new to UU in Richmond VA 

and took an Intro class. The minister told our class that, while they were happy to welcome 

us, they understood that they might be a step in the path of our journey before we moved on. 

I have never forgotten this, so I always hope in the back of my mind that this faith brings its 

adherents to a place in your journey where you find solace. Peace. Communion. And second 

chances.  

Paraphrasing Buddha and Hereclitus, one never steps in the same river twice. Both the river 

and the person are not the same.  

If you have not been with us for some time, journey back here. Reconnect with people or 

rituals you have missed and let us welcome you again on your life’s journey.  

In peace and love, 

Rev. Amy 
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UUFE is a  

Welcoming Congregation 

member of the Unitarian 

Universalist Association. 

 
_____________________________ 

Love is the spirit of this church 
and service is its law. 

To dwell together in peace, 
to seek the truth in love, 
and to help one another, 

This is our covenant. 

_____________________________ 

The Fellowship Focus is published 
monthly.  Members and friends are 

invited to submit news and photos.  Send 
text or attachments via email to editor 

Katrina Wilson monthly by the 15th 
(katskirx@gmail.com). 

Send address changes and subscription 
requests (email or print edition) to 

David Stokely (dstokely@infionline.net). 

 UUFE 
(574) 264-6525 

UUElkhart@gmail.com 

President of the Board 

Chuck Bower 

574-361-6166 

chuck@hawthorneservices.com 

Minister 

Rev. Amy DeBeck 

574-304-1282 

amydebeck@gmail.com 

Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Gordon Gibson 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

Rental Agent 
Dwight Fish 

574-536-9973 
fish73@comcast.net 

UUFE Calendar 
Terry Mark, as President-elect, is managing the UUFE calendar. We 

have transitioned to include more events on the uufe.org website 

calendar, which is found by clicking on the About Us, News, 

Worship, or other page links. You will find the calendar displayed in 

the right side column of these pages. We will rely on uufe.org to 

track events, building rentals, etc. 

To reserve for a UUFE event, contact Terry (574-361-6210). 

To rent our space, contact Dwight Fish, (574-536-9973). 

Terry will periodically print 2-3 months ahead and post in the church 

office. Please do NOT write anything on the printed calendar. One 

final thing, if your event ALSO requires posting in the weekly email 

sent by Ron Gill, please notify Ron separately via email 

at uufeupdate@ gmail.com. 

Office Hours 

Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10am to Noon 

In March Reverend Amy continues to have office hours on 

Wednesdays and Thursdays from 10am to noon. She loves company! 

Youth Group 

Youth Group is held the first Sunday of the month at UUFE from 5 to 

7pm. Also on potluck Sundays, the third Sunday of the month, they 

gather for a mid-month check in from about noon to 1. Leaders are 

Oxana and Zanzer, with Rev. Amy dropping in on some of the 

meetings. Anyone in school or home school equivalent of 7-12th 

grade is welcome, roughly 12-18 years.  
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Registration for Chalice Sparx Family Camp & Retreat Now Open 

Registration for Chalice Sparx Family Camp & Retreat is now open. Join us July 11-14 in Sturgis, Michigan for an 
amazing all ages experience at lovely Amigo Centre in southwestern Michigan -- only 90 miles from Chicago, 120 
miles from Ann Arbor and 195 miles from Indianapolis. 

At Chalice Sparx camp and retreat for families you will experience a truly   multigenerational community. There are 
no camp counselors here to whisk away the children separate from their families. Here we learn together, worship 
together and explore together in a community of all ages – including elders who complete our multigenerational 
village. 

We also have fun together. Swimming, hiking the trails and the labyrinth, canoeing, archery, popcorn popped in a 
kettle over an open fire, and of course, S’mores and singing camp songs. 

Check out the website of our non-profit organization run by Unitarian Universalist religious educators, ministers and 
lay persons from all over the Midwest: www.chalicesparx.org. Like us on facebook at https://www.facebook.com/
chalicesparx/ and join us in Michigan July 11-14.  

Humanist Forum events for March, 2019  

Contact Rita Prangle at rita.prangle@gmail.com or sign up at https://www.meetup.com/Humanist-Forum/ 

March 7, 6:30 pm: Hungry Humanists meet for Dinner at JW Chen’s 

JW Chen’s offers an excellent selection of good food in a casual setting. 

1835 South Bend Ave, South Bend, IN 46637 

March 14, 6:00 pm Hungry Humanists meet for Pie on Pi Day 

We'll join Northern Indiana Atheists and Michiana Skeptics to celebrate Pi day at Das Dutchman Essenhaus with a 

piece of pie. The Essenhaus has a large pie selection to choose from, and good dinners as well. 

March 21, 6:30 pm, River Park Library: Arithmetic, Population and Energy: Sustainability 101 

Humanist Forum will present several programs to explore the issue of issue of climate change during this year. To 

begin with, we’ll start with gaining a basic understanding of the causes of global climate change, with a video of 

Professor Al Bartlett on Arithmetic, Population and Energy: Sustainability 101. 

Professor Bartlett (1923-2013) gave  his celebrated one-hour lecture, "Arithmetic, Population and Energy: 

Sustainability 101" over 1,800 times to audiences in the United States and world-wide, from 1969 to shortly before 

his death in 2013.  He examines the consequences of steady growth in a finite environment and observed this 

growth as applied to fossil fuel consumption, the lifetime of which is much shorter than the optimistic figures most 

often quoted. 

He proceeds to examine oddly reassuring statements from "experts", the media and political leaders - statements 

that are dramatically inconsistent with the facts. He discusses the widespread worship of economic growth and 

population growth in western society. We’ll watch the video with discussion to follow. 

Local Connections: Events Outside UUFE 
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February Board Meeting Highlights 

On Wednesday, February 13, 2019, the UUFE Board of Trustees met and addressed several issues of importance to 

the congregation: 

 The Board approved the Art Exhibition Committee’s display and lighting proposal.  

 Lorna is working on getting a Health Department inspection of our facilities for a possible sack lunch program. 

 The Board approved an Endowment Policy request to have Mike Puro conduct a long term financial evaluation of 

UUFE. Chuck Bower will be submitting an article for the Fellowship Focus with more details. 

 Committee chairs will be reminded of the need to submit detailed budget requests for the annual UUFE budget.  

 The Nominating Committee has been appointed and will begin work 

Volunteer of the Month: Ken Clayborn 

Ken Clayborn's pinch hitting on Sunday, January 27's service for Rev. Amy makes him our Volunteer of the 

Month. Ken stepped in at the last minute, and using Rev. Amy's sermon, "made it his own" with his own voice, ideas 

and philosophy. Besides this special endeavor, Ken has been our treasurer for many years and diligently manages 

our financial affairs and keeps us informed. Ken is also our Science and Society host and facilitator, and makes a 

point to help anytime, anywhere that we need help, whether it is managing our office, decorating, cleaning, working 

on Building & Grounds projects, or helping the BUUM's fulfill a project. Thank you Ken, for everything you do!  

Financial Projections Study 

Recently the Endowment Committee, after considering all of the myriad financial changes that UUFE has undergone, 

recommended that we consider a financial projections study. They recommended that Mike Puro have access to fi-

nancial records, including Stewardship, with the assistance of Ken Clayborn, Board Treasurer. Mike's business expe-

rience includes as a mayor, town manager and running the business affairs of the toll road. The Board voted at the 

February meeting to give access to records to Mike and to charge him with conducting a study to give us insight into 

our financial future.  

The Board does not believe we have a specific hypothesis or conclusion to validate. It is rather for the board and 

congregation to better understand our financial past and present, and where trends might lead us financially. We also 

believe it's important to communicate the decision for this study with transparency in mind. 

We will keep you, the congregation, apprised later this year with the information we learn. 

Chuck Bower, Board President 
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Do You Want to be an Easter Buddy? 
Easter is April 21, and on that day we will have an Easter egg hunt after the service. If you would like to have a 

secret basket exchange, child or adult, Rev. Amy will have sheets for you to fill out on March 10 and 17. Then she 

will contact you with the identity of your secret Easter Buddy so that you might enjoy Easter Potluck Brunch together 

to exchange baskets and the subsequent hunt. Sign up information will also be available in March’s weekly emails 

and on Facebook after March 10. 

New Women’s Poetry Group 

New group beginning: Women’s poetry group, first meetings on Saturdays, March 2 and March 16 from 10am to 

noon. Please bring a poem written by a woman or by you if you are a woman to be read aloud. Sierra Coulahan and 

Rev. Amy will do this twice in March and we will decide together about April and after. 

The Superbowl is over but that does not mean the fun stops at UUFE. 

Please mark March 17 on your calendar. 

THE STEWARDSHIP COMMITTEE IS HOSTING “STONE SOUP”  

AT POT LUCK SUNDAY ON MARCH 17 

To kick off our stewardship campaign, the committee will provide a variety of soups for the pot luck on March 17. 

We promise some fun entertainment and a drawing for some gifts for those who have turned in their pledges. 

Please bring either a salad, dessert or some bread to the pot luck as everything else will be provided. Please 

give some thought to increasing your pledge for the coming year as your pledge is critical to the success of our 

fellowship. Pledge forms will be available in the near future, and we appreciate your commitment to make UUFE 

a place where religious freedom thrives.  

Ooey-Gooey Auction Rescheduled 

At the February board meeting the board discussed the schedule for this year's Ooey-Gooey auction. We noted that 

the first part of each year is full of activities and the church schedule is very full. For example, we are trying to put the 

budget together for the next fiscal year (July 1, 2019- June 30, 2020) during the first three months. At the same time 

the Stewardship Committee is working very hard to get their work done so that the budget can be finalized. Many 

years this involves a special event such as a dinner or breakfast. Committee chairs are also getting prepared for the 

Annual Meeting in May and are preparing submissions for the annual report.  

The Brotherhood of UU Men (BUUM's) have coordinated the auction for the last several years and have advocated 

shifting the schedule for the auction back to the fall for at least the last three years. It was noted that the auction had 

been held in the autumn in the past and was just as well received and successful as it is now. This recommendation 

takes into account the fact that the church schedule is less hectic and that this is our largest fundraiser. It allows us to 

get the fundraiser done early enough in the fiscal year to allow the funds to be available.  

The Board recommends that we still do a smaller scale fundraiser this spring and several suggestions were 

made. For example, a trivia night or karaoke night were discussed as well as a haystack dinner but no final decision 

was made. Details for this will be worked out and communicated well in advance of the event.  
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BULLETIN BOARD 

UUFE Feasters  This fun group of foodies visit area restaurants at lunch gatherings held at 11:30am on the fourth 

Wednesday of the month. 

Wednesday, March 27 at 11:30am - Fiesta Cancun, 3535 S. Main St., Elkhart  

April 24 - Bent Oak Restaurant, 3610 Bent Oak Trail, Elkhart 

For reservations and/or questions please contact Mary Adams at createnjoy@yahoo.com or at (619)921-0613 by Monday 

prior to the meal so that she has time to make any necessary reservations. 

Spirit Seekers meet Thursdays in the Children's house at 4pm. All curious spirit seekers are encouraged to attend. For 

more information, contact Jim Todd at jwtley2000@yahoo.com or 574-612-9207.  

Ten Music Listeners met Sunday evening, February 24, at Don Hershberger’s house. Emily Morrison brought the pie 
and ice-cream dessert for the break. We listened to classical, band, blue grass, jazz, folk, etc. Any music is interesting for 
us to listen to.  

The next meeting will be at Jim Todd’s house on March 24 at 4pm. The April meeting will be on the 21st (Easter) at 4pm at 
Dave and Doris Stickel Stokely’s house. All who read this are invited to attend and bring up to 10 minutes of recorded music 
to share (CDs preferred). If you want to just listen, that is ok too. If you are new to music listening, please call the host so 
that adequate plans can be made for the snack and seating. Jim’s phone is 612-9207 and Dave and Doris’ phone is 522-
5430.  

Science and Society: Please note that we had bad weather again in February so we carried one of our cancelled sessions 
over into March.  Also we are back on the schedule for the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of the month.  

Tuesday, March 5 at 4pm in the Children's House: We will view and discuss two 30 minute lectures from "The Great 
Courses" lecture series titled Understanding the Inventions That Changed the World, "Department Stores and Modern 
Retailing" and "Motion Pictures". 

Tuesday, March 19 at 4pm in the Children's House: We will view and discuss two 30 minute lectures from "The 
Great Courses" lecture series titled Understanding the Inventions That Changed the World, "Surgery and Operating Rooms" 
and "Steel, Glass and Plastics".  

Yoga Class at UUFE: Thursdays from 6 - 7 PM 
Taught by Kristen Smith. The charge is $10.00 per class - you do not have to come to all classes. 
Please bring a yoga mat. No prior experience needed. Yoga is an excellent program for increasing 
flexibility, strength and balance, as well as reducing stress. 
Questions: contact TJ Shaum at 574-536-7057. 

Tai Chi Classes focusing on Serenity, Balance, Coordination 

Fridays 10-11am for the low cost of $10 each. All levels welcomed. Instructor Alyse Knepple (269.476.9509) has 25 years of 

experience studying/teaching Tai Chi. Contact Emily Morrison at esmorison@icloud.com for more information. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 

10a Tai Chi 
2Kathy Lantz 

Judy Darnel 
10-12 Poetry 

3  
9a Forum 
10a Service 
 
5-7p Youth Group 

4  5  

 
4p Science and 
Society 

6  

 
 
 

7  

 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 

8  

10a Tai Chi 
 
 
 

9 

 

10  
9a Forum 
10a Service 
 
 

11  

Debbie Knowles 
Greg Koehler 
 

12 

Carolyn Barnes 
 

13  

 
 

14  

Peter Carney 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

15  

10a TaiChi 

16  

Charlie Bussard 
10-12 Poetry 

17 

9a Forum 
10a Stone Soup 
Stewardship 
Service & Potluck 

18 

 
 

19 Jenny Singer 

Darlene Mathis 
Eddy 
4p Science and 
Society 

20  

  

 

21  

Renee Ruocco 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

22  

Annette Long 
10a TaiChi 

23 

 

24 

9a Forum 
10a Service 
 
4pMusicListeners* 

25 

Pat Weigold 

26 

Art Buetler 
 

27 

 
11:30a  Feasters* 
@Fiesta Cancun 

28Ann Wells 

Dan Watson 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

29 

10a TaiChi 
 

30 

Henry DeBeck 
Georgiann James 
 

30 

9a Forum 
10a Service 
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8  March 2019 

 

 

with love to: 

Our Month of “Journey” Sundays — March 2019 

Service Topics 

3 Don’t Stop Believin’  
Our theme this month is Journey. Come to UUFE as we recall our journey from being two Christian 
Denominations to our pluralist faith today.  

10 Three Legged Chair 
When Maeve Smucker and her 2 friends come to provide excellent music in this special service, you may 
recognize that she called UUFE home during her college years. Join us for the journey.  

17 Stone Soup 
Rev. Amy and the Stewardship Committee put on this canvass kickoff service, telling the story of what happens 
when the community pulls together.     

24 Herstory 
Celebrate women’s history month by delving into the histories of some amazing women. Exactly which women 
will be determined by who comes up at the first Women’s Poetry Group meetings.  

31 Steve Cripe Tells It All 
Join us to hear about the journey of Steve Cripe, chair of our Worship Arts committee.  


