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Possibility 

I am in my home office and, through the floor, I hear my three family members downstairs. 

They are expanding on a train set that had been forgotten, relegated to a corner of the 

basement. They are going to lay out more tracks and create multiple imaginary places, or 

ones from memory. A wish for simpler times, some return to joy has captivated their interest. 

This year has seen the father in the group move to Illinois into an apartment he inhabits half-

time, alone. 2018 witnessed the now 15 year-old come out over and over as a person who is 

transgender with a new name, to friends, school officials, church folks, and family. The older 

child has discovered that his undiagnosed mental health issues required a medical withdraw-

al from school while meds and treatment get sorted out. It has been quite a year. 

And yet, in this moment, they are creating possibility. They are creating a little world that 

they can escape to, separately or together, inviting in others, where reality is suspended for 

a bit. 

Possibility 

The New Year holds all of the same troubles, burdens, challenges, and problems as 2018, 

but with the chance to react to them or strategize about them differently. My observation is 

about just one family; we all have our own stories from 2018 that are better, and worse.  

As you invite and imagine possibility, where does your faith lie within those choices? More 

time for committee work? A possibility to get the beloved community to meet needs for an 

issue or a group we have not yet done, or maybe not done well?  

What will you do to bring in happiness? What will you do for the growth of more justice in the 

world? How will you prime yourself and your loved ones to face adversity with power and 

compassion? 

Possibility 

May we see a way clear that had been blocked. A new pathway. May we see the possibility 

alone or with somebody else, just as long as we do see it.  

In Peace with Love, Rev. Amy 
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December Board Meeting Highlights 

On Wednesday, December 12, 2018 the UUFE Board of Trustees met and addressed several issues of importance to the 

congregation. 

 The board approved the Art Committee’s request to purchase a display system of extruded aluminum tracks with hooks and 

hangers with lighting to display artwork in the gallery and the Gathering Place contingent on acceptability of the charges for 

electrical rewiring. The cost of the system is $903 plus electrical work. 

 The board discussed ministerial and board evaluations for this church year. 

 The board approved a new Endowment Policy and will be sending it to the congregation at the next congregational meeting 

for adoption. 

 The board discussed the merits of having an ad hoc committee investigate our financial situation and make long-term fiscal 

projections. The matter was tabled until the next meeting. 

 Amy informed us that talks with UCC are at an impasse as they consider their situation with their building. 

 Board members are continuing to investigate the possibility of having a sack lunch program for the needy, but have been 

having difficulty getting answers from the health department. 

Volunteer of the Month: Jackie Lenczycki 

Jackie Lenczycki was selected by the UUFE Board of Trustees as the Volunteer of the Month for December 2018. Jackie ’s 

smiling face and cheerful presence has been near-constant in many of our recent social justice activities as well as connecting 

with fellow congregants. Jackie helped cook and package food just before Thanksgiving, feeding many of UUFE ’s friends and 

neighbors. She has baked pies and wrapped presents for the CAPS families that we adopted for Christmas. Jackie has attended 

Bible study and has been visiting a new friend of UUFE who has visited regularly. Thanks, Jackie, for everything you do and for 

being a part of our beloved community! 

Guest Speaker 

The January 6 service is special because we will have Karin Wasserman speak and take questions. She is the Young Adult 

emissary for the program run by the Jewish Federation, visiting for one year from West Galilee. Invite friends for this interesting 

and unique presentation. 

Small Group Ministry  

Please look at your calendars and decide when you might be able to commit to meeting for Chalice Circles small group ministry. 

In January we will form these groups and it will be up to you to make the commitment; the minister does not facilitate these 

groups but will help to set them up and get going. Meetings can be at UUFE or your group can choose another place. Let ’s get at 

least a couple started. January 6 and 13 is when we will have the sign up sheets ready.  

RE Discussion: Sunday, January 20 

During January potluck let us discuss how we want to move forward with our Religious Education program. Rev. Amy will be 

holding forth at her table. Tell me about your desire to teach or lead.  

Craft night in the Gathering Place January 11 from 6:30 to 8pm 
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UUFE is a  

Welcoming Congregation 

member of the Unitarian 

Universalist Association. 

 
_____________________________ 

Love is the spirit of this church 
and service is its law. 

To dwell together in peace, 
to seek the truth in love, 
and to help one another, 

This is our covenant. 

_____________________________ 

The Fellowship Focus is published 
monthly.  Members and friends are 

invited to submit news and photos.  Send 
text or attachments via email to editor 

Katrina Wilson monthly by the 15th 
(katskirx@gmail.com). 

Send address changes and subscription 
requests (email or print edition) to 

David Stokely (dstokely@infionline.net). 

 UUFE 
(574) 264-6525 

UUElkhart@gmail.com 

President of the Board 

Chuck Bower 

574-361-6166 

chuck@hawthorneservices.com 

Minister 

Rev. Amy DeBeck 

574-304-1282 

amydebeck@gmail.com 

Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Gordon Gibson 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

Rental Agent 
Dwight Fish 

574-536-9973 
fish73@comcast.net 

UUFE Calendar 
Terry Mark, as President-elect, is managing the UUFE calendar. We have 

transitioned to include more events on the uufe.org website calendar, which 

is found by clicking on the About Us, News, Worship, or other page 

links. You will find the calendar displayed in the right side column of these 

pages. We will rely on uufe.org to track events, building rentals, etc. 

To reserve for a UUFE event, contact Terry (574-361-6210). 

To rent our space, contact Dwight Fish, (574-536-9973). 

Terry will periodically print 2-3 months ahead and post in the church 

office. Please do NOT write anything on the printed calendar. One final thing, 

if your event ALSO requires posting in the weekly email sent by Ron Gill, 

please notify Ron separately via email at uufeupdate@ gmail.com. 

Office Hours Return 

Rev. Amy will be in her office at UUFE if you want to drop in. Please under-

stand that office hours is NOT for private conversations because anybody 

could come by. For confidential matters, make an appointment, or call, or 

text, or email, and I am always happy to meet up or speak with you.  

 

January office hours (both at UUFE) are: 

 

Thursdays from 5 - 7pm (yoga is here, shhhh) 

Tuesdays from 11am - 1pm.  

Local Connections: Events Outside UUFE 

Humanist Forum January 2019 Events: 
For any of the events listed below, RSVP to: https://www.meetup.com/

Humanist-Forum/ 

Hungry Humanists Meet for Dinner at Tony Sacco’s Coal Oven Pizza in the 

shops at Tuscana Park on Thursday, January 3 at 6:30pm; 201 Florence 

Avenue (N. of Heritage Square), Granger. Tony Sacco’s offers excellent 

pizza (1/2 price on Thursdays), burgers, and a good selection of vegetarian 

foods and craft beers. We have visited before and we were very happy with 

the food and the ambiance. Check them out at https://tonysaccos.com/pizza-

locations/granger-in/. Ask for Rita’s table. 

Favorite Books Show & Tell at 6:30pm on Thursday, January 17, at the 

Virginia M. Tutt Branch Public Library, 2223 Miami Street, South Bend. The 

HF will host their annual event which is a big favorite because we all love 

books! The books can be humanism related, but may be any other topic, and 

can be fiction or non-fiction. Bring 1 or, at most, 2 books that you’ve enjoyed 

and be prepared to give us a 5-minute report on your book(s). The public is 

welcome and there is no admission charge. More information is available by 

contacting Rita Prangle: rita.prangle@gmail.com, 574-855-4928. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

* = off site event  1 2 

 

3 John Dolezal 

 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 
 

4Emily Morison 

Doris Stickel 
10a Tai Chi 
 

 

5 

 

 
 
 

6 Mike Puro 

Andrew George 
9a Forum 
10a Service 
 

7Gloria Salavaria 8 

 
4p Science and 
Society 

9 

 
 
6p Board Meeting 

10  

 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 
 

11Linda 

Arbogast 
Phyllis Hostetler 
10a Tai Chi 
630-8p Craft Night 

12  

13Keira Wilson 
9a Forum 
10a Service 
 
4pMusicListeners* 

14 Barb Kindel 15 
Chad Crabtree 
Sarah Hunsberger 
 
 
 

16 

 
 
 

17  

 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 
 

18  

10a Tai Chi 
 
 
 

19 

 

20 
9a Forum 
10a Service 
11:15a  Potluck 
 

21  
Phil Campagnoli 
 
 

22 

 
4p Science and 
Society 

23  

 
 

24  

 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 
 

25  

10a TaiChi 

26  

 

27 

9a Forum 
10a Service 
 
 

28Ryan Cass 

Kierstan Lane 
 
 

29  

Amber Ferrebee 
 
 

30  

Ken Clayborn 
Diane Larimer 

 

31  

 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

UUFE Feasters  This fun group of foodies visit area restaurants at lunch gatherings held at 11:30am on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month. 

January 23 - The Grill at Christiana Creek Country Club, 116 W. Bristol, Elkhart 

February 27 - 523 Tap & Grill, 523 S. Main St., Elkhart 

March 27 - Fiesta Cancun, 3535 S. Main St., Elkhart 

April 24 - Bent Oak Restaurant, 3610 Bent Oak Trail, Elkhart 

For reservations and/or questions please contact Mary Adams at createnjoy@yahoo.com or at (619)921-0613 by Monday 
prior to the meal so that she has time to make any necessary reservations. 

Spirit Seekers meet Thursdays in the Children's house at 4pm. All curious spirit seekers are encouraged to attend. For 

more information, contact Jim Todd at jwtley2000@yahoo.com or 574-612-9207.  

Music Listeners met at Deb and Ken Inglefield’s house Sunday evening December 16 with 8 present. We listened to a 
variety of Christmas music and some pop and classical secular music. Our next gathering will be at 4pm on January 13 at 
Pat Borchert’s residence. Our February gathering will be at Don Hershberger’s house at 4pm on February 24. All who read 
this are invited to attend and bring up to 10 minutes of recorded music to share. Attending to just listen is also ok. If you are 
not a regular music listener please call the host so that adequate arrangements can be made for seating and the light 
snack. Pat’s phone is 574-220-3716 and Don’s is 295-5419.  

The Science and Society group normally meets on first and third Tuesdays of each month at 4pm in the Children’s House at 
UUFE, but in January the first Tuesday is New Year's Day so we all agreed to meet on the second and fourth Tuesday just 
for January's sessions.  We will switch back to the regular schedule in February.   

We will continue to view the video from The Great Courses entitled "Understanding the Inventions That Changed the World”. 
The presenter is W. Bernard Carlson who is the Chair of Engineering and Society at the University of Virginia and serves on 
the Board of Directors for the National Inventors Hall of Fame. 

Tuesday, January 8 at 4pm: We will view and discuss the 30 minute lectures  "Water and Sewer Systems" and 
"Batteries and Electric Generators". For those who were not in attendance in December, please note that we deviated from 
our planned schedule so these first two lectures look like re-runs but they aren't...we just did something different and now we 
are getting back on track. 

Tuesday January 22 at 4pm: We will view and discuss the following two 30 minute lectures from the series 
"Cameras, Telephones and Phonographs" and "Electric Light and Power".  

Yoga Class at UUFE: Thursdays from 6 - 7 PM 
Taught by Kristen Smith. The charge is $10 per class - you do not have to come to all classes. 
Please bring a yoga mat. No prior experience needed. Yoga is an excellent program for increasing 
flexibility, strength and balance, as well as reducing stress. 
Questions: contact TJ Shaum at 574-536-7057. 

Tai Chi Classes focusing on Serenity, Balance, Coordination 

Fridays 10-11am for the low cost of $10 each. All levels welcomed. Instructor Alyse Knepple (269.476.9509) has 25 years of 

experience studying/teaching Tai Chi. Contact Emily Morrison at esmorison@icloud.com for more information. 
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with love to: 

Our Month of “Possibility” Sundays — January 2019 

Service Topics 

6 An Emissary Visit 
Karin Wasserman, a young adult from West Galilee, is spending one year in Michiana working to educate folks 
about Israel and its diversity. We welcome her and Bob Feferman from the Jewish Federation.    

13 Coffin to Cradle 
The 12 days of Christmas are over, the New Year is upon us. What will you bury in the coffin and give birth to in 
the cradle? Join us for this annual tradition.  

20 The Content of their Character 
On this weekend when we honor Dr. King’s legacy, may we focus on what we teach, what we want to teach, 
and what we wish for our young people, within our values as a religious community.    

27 Living at Risk 
All over the world and right in our back yards people live in situations where they are at risk of exploitation, 
violence, and abuse every day. As people of faith, what can we do about this? Come together, friends.    

 


