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While there are big events in a person’s life, mostly life is made of many small moments.  

Our memories are like that too. We recall the major holidays, and we can look back at things 

that did not seem important at the time but led to something big, but it is rare to mark the 

time as it is happening. 

Globally, we remember that on November 11, 100 years ago, the world celebrated Armistice 

Day when “the war to end all wars” came to an end. Nationally, we collect up all of our family 

traditions to celebrate Thanksgiving, which is neither religious nor patriotic. At UUFE, we 

remember our traditions of our families as we celebrate with our church family the Ethnic 

bread service. All of these annual things happen because to remember is to keep something 

alive. 

Another important November day dedicated to memory is on November 20, the Transgender 

Day of Remembrance (TDOR.) Our UU church in South Bend will have a special service 

from 6:30 to 8pm that I will attend and I hope you will come, too. Among the many 

subgroups that make up the LGBTQ community, the Transgender community has an 

alarmingly high rate of violent deaths. Different from Pride Day which celebrate queer life, 

TDOR brings awareness to the dangers of living a life unapproved by our patriarchal culture.  

Memory is ingrained in all of our senses and can bring us sweetness and sadness, 

sometimes at the same time. A certain smell can remind us of something or someone long 

ago. The taste of a family recipe can transport us back in time. Recently, I marveled at the 

Jewish Federation as they sang together from memory.  

However you tap into your memories or your desire to make new ones, may the sweetness 

of life overflow with your efforts. Memory making and recalling times past are November 

things to do as it gets colder and we begin to huddle indoors more. May we be thankful for 

all we have in our comings and goings.  

In peace, Rev. Amy 
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UUFE is a  

Welcoming Congregation 

member of the Unitarian 

Universalist Association. 

 
_____________________________ 

Love is the spirit of this church 
and service is its law. 

To dwell together in peace, 
to seek the truth in love, 
and to help one another, 

This is our covenant. 

_____________________________ 

The Fellowship Focus is published 
monthly.  Members and friends are 

invited to submit news and photos.  Send 
text or attachments via email to editor 

Katrina Wilson monthly by the 15th 
(katskirx@gmail.com). 

Send address changes and subscription 
requests (email or print edition) to 

David Stokely (dstokely@infionline.net). 

 UUFE 
(574) 264-6525 

UUElkhart@gmail.com 

President of the Board 

Chuck Bower 

574-361-6166 

chuck@hawthorneservices.com 

Minister 

Rev. Amy DeBeck 

574-304-1282 

amydebeck@gmail.com 

Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Gordon Gibson 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

Rental Agent 
Dwight Fish 

574-536-9973 
fish73@comcast.net 

UUFE Calendar 
Terry Mark, as President-elect, is managing the UUFE calendar. We 

have transitioned to include more events on the uufe.org website 

calendar, which is found by clicking on the About Us, News, 

Worship, or other page links. You will find the calendar displayed in 

the right side column of these pages. We will rely on uufe.org to 

track events, building rentals, etc. 

To reserve for a UUFE event, contact Terry (574-361-6210). 

To rent our space, contact Dwight Fish, (574-536-9973). 

Terry will periodically print 2-3 months ahead and post in the church 

office. Please do NOT write anything on the printed calendar. One 

final thing, if your event ALSO requires posting in the weekly email 

sent by Ron Gill, please notify Ron separately via email 

at uufeupdate@ gmail.com. 
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Book Recommendations for November 

 And Man Created God: A History of the World at the Time of Jesus by Selina O'Grady. A look at why and how 
religions have had such an impact on human history and in doing so uncovers the connection between politics 
and religion – a connection which still defines us today. 

 Born a Crime: Stories From a South African Childhood by Trevor Noah. A comedian's memoir of growing up in 
Apartheid as a mixed child (black mother, white father - which was illegal at that time). 

 It Can’t Happen Here by Sinclair Lewis. Unsettling parallels to present events. 

 The Last Days of Night by Graham Moore. This is historical fiction that illuminates a time when night was turned 
into day by the invention of the light bulb. The person who controls the means to turn night into day will not only 
make history but a vast fortune and so Thomas Edison sued George Westinghouse over the billion-dollar 
question: Who invented the light bulb and thus holds the right to power the country? 

 The Soul of America: The Battle for Our Better Angels by Jon Meachem. By looking back at our history as a 
nation, this book helps us understand this present moment in American politics. Learning from our past helps at 
times when division and fear seem overwhelming.  

Books are available through the Elkhart Public Library. If you would like to recommend a book, contact Gloria 
Salavarria at 343-0310 or email skaggscat@maplenet.net 

Humanist Forum November 2018 Events: 

Hungry Humanists Meet for dinner at the Longhorn Steakhouse 

Thursday, November 1, 6:30 pm, 6402 N Grape Rd, Mishawaka (SE corner Grape Rd & University) 

The Longhorn Steakhouse, as the name implies, offers excellent steaks, but also chicken, pork, shrimp, and salmon 

entrees. Also, a good burger selection. For vegetarians, there are a number of interesting and hearty sides and 

salads. And, delicious desserts. If you wait until the last week in October and go to their website, https://

www.longhornsteakhouse.com, you can click on their eClub link & get a coupon for a free appetizer. Don't do this too 

far ahead of time, it's only good for about a week. 

Documentary and Discussion: "The Scientist" 

Thursday, November 15, 6:30 pm, River Park Library 

“The Scientist” is a documentary that traces the story of Raphael Mechoulam from his early days as a child of the 

Holocaust in Bulgaria, through his immigration to Israel, and his career as the chief investigator into the chemistry 

and biology of the world’s most misunderstood plant. The documentary explains the chemistry of cannabis in detail, 

presented in a way that is understandable to those of us who don’t have a background in biochemistry 

 For more info & RSVP, see https://www.meetup.com or email rita.prangle@gmail.com. 

Local Connections: Events Outside UUFE 
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October Board of Trustees Meeting Summary 

This month the Board of Trustees: 

 Celebrated the sale of the old piano 

 Voted on a letter of support for LGBTQ Awareness to Elkhart Comm. Schools (and in support of a letter 

previously sent by Rev. Amy) 

 Sadly learned that our ministerial student, Eli Williams, will not pursue ministry, and thus will not be our student or 

intern for the next 2 years 

 Discussed plans for an LGBTQ project to start soon 

 Heard that Building and Grounds has set Saturday, November 3* for the fall outdoor cleanup day [*update below] 

 Discussed plans for a Town Hall to discussed Religious Education on Sunday, November 11 after the service 

 Discussed plans for a November Outreach Fundraiser, date TBD 

 Set Saturday, December 1 for a Fellowship Christmas decorating/entertainment party event 

 Chose Jim Lindzy as Volunteer of the Month for building and grounds efforts 

If you have any questions or concerns, contact a board member:  

Chuck Bower, President           Lorna Lane 

Terry Mark, President-Elect      Jim Barnes 

Ken Clayborn, Treasurer          Susie Meeks-Wade 

Ron Gill, Secretary                  Zanzer Anderson 

 

Volunteer(s) of the Month(s) 

This month's special volunteer is Jim Lindzy. Jim has given a huge amount of time this year to mow our yards on a 

regular basis. And we have a lot of space to mow. Jim also helped Dwight Fish with installation of the parking lot 

signs that denote our parking area as private parking. Jim routinely does other tasks to keep our building and 

grounds looking and functioning better. Jim, thank you for your time, efforts and dedication to our Fellowship. 

 

We missed the September summary, but did want to announce the special volunteers recognized at that meeting as 

well. They are Susie Wade, Kyle Meeks, and Dwight Fish for their efforts for a funeral at UUFE for a non-member.  

Thank you all for sharing our love and support with these friends. 

 

Come Rake, Prattle, & Troll With Us 

Due in large part to the lateness of the leaves falling, fall cleanup at UUFE has been moved to Saturday, 

November 17, starting at 9am. We need additional volunteers. Bring your rakes and leaf blowers 

and some tools for weeding and trimming. 

 

Please contact Chuck Bower if you can help, 574-361-6166 or chuck@hawthorneservices.com. 
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NEW to UUFE: Tai Chi Classes focusing on Serenity, Balance, Coordination 
Fridays 10-11am starting with a FREE Introductory class on Friday November 9. All levels welcomed. Subsequent 

classes will be for the low cost of $10 each. Instructor Alyse Knepple (269.476.9509) has 25 years of experience 

studying/teaching Tai Chi. Contact Emily Morrison at esmorison@icloud.com for more information. 

 

THE RED TENT Bible Study group 

Sunday November 11 at 11:30am join us for part 2. In the Red Tent by Anita Diamant, the second part is Dinah’s 

Story. We will cover that part of the book and its biblical corollary. Read the selection before the meeting and bring 

The Red Tent and a bible if you can. Everyone welcome. 

 

Call for Decorations 

You might recall we had a big flood in February. The cleanup involved getting rid of many items because the 

contaminated water ruined the packaging and/or the items themselves. We lost a lot of the beloved decorations we 

use to make our fellowship beautiful for winter. We have received some donations so there will be shopping, but we 

would appreciate anything you might donate from your own supplies. Through the month of November please bring 

decorations you can part with (We will not be able to take loans because we cannot guarantee their safe return) and 

on December 2 we will all have a decorating party after the service.   

 

Thanksgiving Matchmaking by Rev. Amy 

If you have an extra space at your table OR if you would like to be somebody’s guest, let Rev. Amy match you up.  

Amy’s new-ish email is amy.debeck@gmail.com and the phone number is still 574-304-1282. Let us be grateful 

together. Thanksgiving Day is Thursday, November 22. 

 

Ethnic Bread Service: Sunday November 18 at 10am 

Each of us have roots in a culture, ethnicity, or locality that has food from that group.  Bring some bread or bread-like 

item to the service as we celebrate our diversity and our family histories on the weekend before Thanksgiving.   

 

CRAFT NIGHT at UUFE: Friday, November 30   

In the Gathering Place 6:30 to 8pm. Bring your crochet, knitting, or if you want, bring your sewing skills to help make 

Rainbow Bibs for Babies Who Love Diversity. (We supply the pattern, material, and a sewing machine or 2.) If you 

like doing things like this but you are not currently working on a project, come hang out with us.  
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BULLETIN BOARD 

UUFE Feasters  This fun group of foodies visit area restaurants at lunch gatherings held at 11:30am on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month. 

November 28, Miso Japan, Pike St., Goshen 

For reservations and/or questions please contact Mary Adams at createnjoy@yahoo.com or at (619)921-0613 by Monday 
prior to the meal so that she has time to make any necessary reservations. 

Spirit Seekers meet Thursdays in the Children's house at 4pm. All curious spirit seekers are encouraged to attend. For 

more information, contact Jim Todd at jwtley2000@yahoo.com or 574-612-9207.  

Eleven Music Listeners met Sunday, October 28, at Dave and Doris’s house. We listened to our usual variety of music 
and had a snack of ice cream and cupcakes at half time.  

Our next gathering will be at Gordon and Phyllis Hostetler’s house on November 11 at 4pm. The December gathering will 
be on December 16, at 4pm at Ken and Deb Inglefield’s house. All who read this are invited to come and bring up to 10 
minutes of recorded music to share. CDs are preferred. If you just want to listen, that is ok too. If you are new to Music 
Listening please call the host so that adequate arrangements can be made for seating and the light snack. Hostetler’s phone 
is 574-293-2924 and Inglefield’s is 269-699-9160. 

The Science and Society group meets on first and third Tuesdays of each month at 4pm in the Children’s House at UUFE. 

In September we began to vary our programs, so that the discussions cover a wider range of subjects. On the first Tuesday 
of each month we will open the floor for a presentation of up to one hour by any interested participant, as long as the subject 
matter is pertinent to the theme of “Science” and “Society”. This presentation time allows for questions and discussion.   

On the second Tuesday (and if no one steps up on the first Tuesday) we will continue to view the video from The Great 
Courses entitled "Understanding the Inventions That Changed the World”. The presenter is W. Bernard Carlson who is the 
Chair of Engineering and Society at the University of Virginia and serves on the Board of Directors for the National Inventors 
Hall of Fame. 

Tuesday, November 6 at 4pm: We will view and discuss the 30 minute lectures  "Unlocking the Power of Coal and Iron" 
and "Steam Engines and Pin Making" 

Tuesday, November 20 at 4pm: We will view and discuss the 30 minute lectures  "Canals and Railroads" and "Food 
Preservation" 

Yoga Class at UUFE: Thursdays from 6 - 7 PM 
Taught by Kristen Smith. The charge is $10.00 per class - you do not have to come to all classes. 
Please bring a yoga mat. No prior experience needed. Yoga is an excellent program for increasing 
flexibility, strength and balance, as well as reducing stress. 
Questions: contact TJ Shaum at 574-536-7057. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

* = off site event    1 

Cyril Cherniak 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 
 

2 

Heidi Rupley 
 

3 

 
 
 
 
 

4 Kevin DeBeck 
9a Forum 
10a Service 
 

5 

 

6 

 
 
4p Science and 
Society 
 

7 

 
 
 

8  

 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 
 

9 

10a Tai Chi *this 
week only-intro 
class is free 

10  

11 
9a Forum 
10a Service 
11:30a Red Tent 
4p Music 
Listeners* 

12 

Jessica Koscher 

13 

 
 
 

14 

 
 
 

15 Krista Bailey 

Lorna Lane 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 

16 

10a Tai Chi 
 
 
 

17 

9a-? Fall Grounds 
Cleanup 

18Shari Mellin 
9a Forum 
10a Bread 
Communion 
11:15a  Potluck 

19 

 
 
 

20 

Beverly Beutler 
 
4p Science and 
Society 

21  

 
 

22  

 
THANKSGIVING 
 

 

23  

?10a TaiChi? 

24  

Rich Kindel 

25Stan Larimer 

9a Forum 
10a Service 
 
 

26 

 
 

27  

 
 
6pm Women’s 
Euchre* 

28  

 Terry Mark 

11:30a Feasters* 
@Miso Japan 

29  

 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 

30 Steve Cripe 

Larry Cherniak 
Analene Lindzy 
10a Tai Chi 
6:30-8p Craft 
Night 
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1732 Garden Street 
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with love to: 

Our Month of “Memory” Sundays — November 2018 

Service Topics 

4 Lessons My Daughter Taught Me  
November is Transgender Awareness Month. Come to church this morning to hear the Almost Rev. Kevin 
DeBeck share what he has learned so far as the parent of a trans teen.  

11 Peace, not War 
On the 100th year anniversary of the original Armistice Day may we see how our culture has taken this day of 
peace and turned it into Veterans Day, celebrating military forces who have, or still are, engaged in war.  

18 Ethnic Bread Communion  
During what has become a UUFE tradition we bring the breads of our families and share the memories of our 
roots.  Then after the service we add to all of these breads for a sumptuous Thanksgiving Potluck.  

25 Come Anyway 
Rev. Amy is working to have a fantastic guest speaker but as of printing it has not been confirmed. Come 
anyway. Be with your church friends and Rev. Amy as either she or a guest give the service.  

During each Sunday of November the Worship Arts Committee will provide more substantial 
treats than usual at coffee hour in an effort to persuade us to curb our hunger and hang out 
longer with our church friends! 


