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December 2018 

December’s theme is mystery and I cannot think of a better one. In the festivals of light the 

common theme is mystery; oil supply for Hanukkah, birth of Jesus for Christmas, return of 

light for pagans, and for secular revelers, all of the surprises Santa might bring. Celebrating 

the recurring mystery, whatever your own family’s tradition, is the best thing about 

December. 

Mystery also brings to mind the genre of the whodunit novels, movies, and shows wherein a 

crime is revealed and the rest of the story is uncovering the perpetrator. Often the “crime” is 

something silly like who ate the last cookie or who sent the love note. Usually during the 

investigation intimate details get uncovered about the constellation of people circling the 

“criminal” and their “target.” This aspect of mystery is our focus for December: when 

exploring a mystery, what do we find about ourselves? 

In the process of gift giving and gift receiving, often much is revealed about the giver; their 

tastes, their generosity, and their attention level. Each year of my life I have been surprised 

to witness the exchange between some unexpectedly very thoughtful giver and their “target.” 

The gift need not be expensive to show the recipient the truth that lies in the giver’s heart. 

Belief in the miracles of return to light, the oil that lasted 8 days, or the birth of a babe in the 

manger bring people in droves to religious ceremonies with groups, and rituals in their 

homes. We want to celebrate the mysteries. Together. 

We find out things about ourselves, even when studying the gift desires of another person. 

We discover our place in the story when learning about a tradition that revolves around 

events happening centuries before our own birth. We discover how faith works. (And if we 

have any.) We find or rediscover hope. And our belief in the importance of community is 

reaffirmed as well. 

This December may the mysteries of the season swirl around you creating the anticipation of 

a great whodunnit but with no victims—only great detective work! 

In peace with love, Rev. Amy 
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UUFE is a  

Welcoming Congregation 

member of the Unitarian 

Universalist Association. 

 
_____________________________ 

Love is the spirit of this church 
and service is its law. 

To dwell together in peace, 
to seek the truth in love, 
and to help one another, 

This is our covenant. 

_____________________________ 

The Fellowship Focus is published 
monthly.  Members and friends are 

invited to submit news and photos.  Send 
text or attachments via email to editor 

Katrina Wilson monthly by the 15th 
(katskirx@gmail.com). 

Send address changes and subscription 
requests (email or print edition) to 

David Stokely (dstokely@infionline.net). 

 UUFE 
(574) 264-6525 

UUElkhart@gmail.com 

President of the Board 

Chuck Bower 

574-361-6166 

chuck@hawthorneservices.com 

Minister 

Rev. Amy DeBeck 

574-304-1282 

amydebeck@gmail.com 

Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Gordon Gibson 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

Rental Agent 
Dwight Fish 

574-536-9973 
fish73@comcast.net 

UUFE Calendar 
Terry Mark, as President-elect, is managing the UUFE calendar. We 

have transitioned to include more events on the uufe.org website 

calendar, which is found by clicking on the About Us, News, 

Worship, or other page links. You will find the calendar displayed in 

the right side column of these pages. We will rely on uufe.org to 

track events, building rentals, etc. 

To reserve for a UUFE event, contact Terry (574-361-6210). 

To rent our space, contact Dwight Fish, (574-536-9973). 

Terry will periodically print 2-3 months ahead and post in the church 

office. Please do NOT write anything on the printed calendar. One 

final thing, if your event ALSO requires posting in the weekly email 

sent by Ron Gill, please notify Ron separately via email 

at uufeupdate@ gmail.com. 

Office Hours 

In December Rev. Amy will be around the church often but you should 

call/text/email if you want to have one-on-one time with her. Office 

hours often leave her sitting idly—make that appointment! 
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Book Recommendations for December 

 Firestorm: How Wildfire Will Shape Our Future* by Edward Struzik. Covers over a century of scorched earth 
where science, business, and politics have collided to produce ever-shifting policies of containment and 
prevention. Also offers a clear-eyed vision, expertly and compellingly told, of what's ahead as the climate warms. 

 Long Walk to Freedom by Nelson Mandela. In the 27 years that Mandela spent in prison, he secretly wrote this 
autobiography of his life and of apartheid in South Africa.  

 On Fire: The 7 Choices to Ignite a Radically Inspired Life* by John O'Leary. Memoir and part self-help book 
about O'Leary who was burned over nearly 100% of his body, survived, and what he learned and is passing on 
to others. 

 Still Life with Rice* by Helie Lee. The story of author’s Korean American grandmother's life, told in the 
grandmother's voice. Offers good insight into Korea and its culture as well as a fascinating life story. 

 Christmas in Crisis* by Judith Campbell. This Olympia Brown mystery is not exactly the stuff of a merry little 
Christmas but it features as its main character a UU minister. 

Books marked * available through interlibrary loan. All other books are available through the Elkhart Public Library.  
If you would like to recommend a book, contact Gloria Salavarria at 343-0310 or email skaggscat@maplenet.net 

Humanist Forum December 2018 Events: 
For any of the events listed below, RSVP to:  https://www.meetup.com/Humanist-Forum/ 

Hungry Humanists Meet for Dinner @ Ho Ping House on Thursday, December 6 at 6:30pm; 303 South Dixie Way, 

South Bend, 46637.  Ask for Rita’s table.  

Ho Ping House gets good reviews on Yelp, and the decor is fun. Good Chinese food at reasonable prices:  http://

www.hoping-house.com/. Note: They're also open Christmas Day, so a good place to consider if you're looking to go 

out that day! 

Hungry Humanists Meet for Sunday Brunch at Tippecanoe Place Restaurant on Sunday, December 16 at 1pm, 620 

West Washington Street, South Bend, 46601.  

Built in 1889, Tippecanoe Place was the residence of Clement Studebaker, a co-founder of the Studebaker vehicle 

manufacturing firm. Today, the house is the location of the Tippecanoe Place Restaurant, where we'll meet for a 

delicious brunch and Festivus celebration. The brunch is priced at $24 for adults, so bring your appetites! 

Reservations are REQUIRED, as places fill up quickly at this time of year. Please RSVP on Meet Up, or with Rita 

at Rita.Prangle@gmail.com or (574) 855-4928, by December 9. 

Assemble Holiday Treat Bags and eat Pizza at Rita’s House on Thursday, December 20 at 6:30pm, 2032 Poppy 

Court, Mishawaka, 46544.  

Last year, we started a new tradition: we assembled treat bags containing fruit, nuts, wrapped cookies and candy, 

which we later distributed on Christmas Day at various stores and gas stations, anywhere that stays open that day. 

This is easy and fast, and the recipients were all thrilled to receive these unexpected gifts! If you're traveling out of 

town that day, take some bags to hand out along the way. If you're staying home, all you need to do is go out 

sometime during the day, and stop to drop off a couple bags wherever you see an open place. Come and help 

assemble the bags, and bring a treat to include if possible, and eat pizza! Please RSVP on Meet Up, or with Rita 

at Rita.Prangle@gmail.com or (574) 855-4928. 

Local Connections: Events Outside UUFE 
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November Board Meeting Highlights 

 

 

On Wednesday, November 14, 2018 the UUFE Board of Trustees met and addressed several issues of importance 

to the congregation. 

 The Board discussed the development of ideas for a UUFE Soup Kitchen that was originally suggested during the 

Board retreat. The hope is to start small with healthy sack lunches. We are working on getting information 

regarding health, zoning, and insurance regulations. 

 The Board appointed ad hoc Endowment Policy Committee hopes to present its proposal to the Board in 

December after a meeting with the Endowment Committee. 

 Amy had previously suggested a “Rainbow Bibs for Babies” fundraiser for LGBTQ groups in the community which 

the board encouraged. It was suggested that we approach the First United Church of Christ (First UCC) about 

joining us in this endeavor. That will be discussed further. 

 Another Haystack dinner is under consideration for the first of the year. 

 The treasurer’s report revealed that our pledge income is currently behind projections. 

 There will be a Holiday Decorating Service on December 2. We have received a generous donation to replace 

our tree and are asking for other donations to replace Holiday items lost in the flood. 

 Spurred by recent events, the need for an active shooter plan was discussed and will be developed first, followed 

by a full safety plan. 

 

Volunteer(s) of the Month 

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart sponsors the semi-annual road clean up of Johnson Street between 

Bristol Street and County Road 6. We even have a sign stating that fact near the intersection of Johnson Street and 

Modrell Street. This year our leader, Steve Cripe, scheduled the clean up for October 27 but we got rained out and 

had to reschedule for November 3 and weren't sure we would have enough helpers to do the job. We were 

pleasantly surprised to have eight helpers show up at 9:00 am to help. These are the volunteers of the 

month....thanks you all!   

Steve Cripe, Geneele Crump, Patty French, Dwight Fish, Chuck Bower, Jim Lindzy, Jim Barnes and Ken Clayborn  

 

  

Also Thank You to... 

Thanks to the Building and Grounds crew and some great volunteers that were hardy enough to come out and work 

on Saturday, November 17 and do grounds clean-up: Dick Myatt, Dwight Fish, Oxana Werbianasky, Ken Clayborn, 

TJ Shaum, Jim Lindzy, and Karen Kehr. Also, thanks to Rev. Amy, Kevin, and the youth for getting the piano moved 

and tables and chairs set up for the potluck service so we didn't have to!  Chuck Bower, Building & Grounds chair 
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Decorating Service & Fellowship Time 

On Dec. 2 bring any wintry decorations you have gathered up and help us beautify our worship and fellowship 

spaces. Also, I am going to bring crock pots of soup, bread, and cheese and crackers. Please consider bringing 

some vegetables and dip, cheese, soup, bread, and Christmas Cookies! This way, we can have a simple meal 

together after decorating and singing carols. Please email or call me to coordinate.  Chuck Bower, Board President

(chuck@hawthorneservices.com or 574-361-6166) 

 

Tai Chi Classes focusing on Serenity, Balance, Coordination 
Fridays 10-11am for the low cost of $10 each. All levels welcomed. Instructor Alyse Knepple (269.476.9509) has 25 

years of experience studying/teaching Tai Chi. Contact Emily Morrison at esmorison@icloud.com for more 

information. 

 

THE RED TENT Bible Study group 

Third meeting for Bible Study and the Red Tent will be Sunday, December 9 at 11:30am. Plan to attend even if you 

have not been to the others. Originally scheduled on Dec 2—we want to be free for decorating that day! 

 

Craft Time 

Thursday, December 20 at UUFE 6:30 to 8pm. Bring a craft you are finishing as a gift or help us work on Rainbow 

Bibs for Babies who Love Diversity. 

 

Stay tuned 

We will be adopting a family AND/OR bringing in things for a mitten tree.   Details TBD. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

UUFE Feasters  This fun group of foodies visit area restaurants at lunch gatherings held at 11:30am on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month. 

No scheduled event in December. Watch email for any updates. 

For reservations and/or questions please contact Mary Adams at createnjoy@yahoo.com or at (619)921-0613 by Monday 
prior to the meal so that she has time to make any necessary reservations. 

Spirit Seekers meet Thursdays in the Children's house at 4pm. All curious spirit seekers are encouraged to attend. For 

more information, contact Jim Todd at jwtley2000@yahoo.com or 574-612-9207.  

Eight Music Listeners met Sunday, November 11, at Phyllis and Gordon’s house. We listened to classical music and folk, 
pop and Celtic, and had a snack of cake and fruit at half time.  

Our next gathering will be at Ken and Deb Inglefield’s house on December 16, at 4pm. The January gathering will be 
on January 13, at 4pm at Pat Borchert’s house. All who read this are invited to come and bring up to 10 minutes of recorded 
music to share. CDs are preferred. If you just want to listen, that is ok too. If you are new to Music Listening please call the 
host so that adequate arrangements can be made for seating and the light snack. Inglefield’s phone is 269-699-
9160 and Pat Borchert’s is 574-220-3716. 

The Science and Society group normally meets on first and third Tuesdays of each month at 4pm in the Children’s House at 
UUFE, but for December we will only do the first Tuesday because of the Holiday schedule later in the month.   

We will continue to view the video from The Great Courses entitled "Understanding the Inventions That Changed the World”. 
The presenter is W. Bernard Carlson who is the Chair of Engineering and Society at the University of Virginia and serves on 
the Board of Directors for the National Inventors Hall of Fame. 

Tuesday, December 4 at 4pm: We will view and discuss the 30 minute lectures  "Water and Sewer Systems" and 
"Batteries and Electric Generators"  

Yoga Class at UUFE: Thursdays from 6 - 7 PM 
Taught by Kristen Smith. The charge is $10.00 per class - you do not have to come to all classes. 
Please bring a yoga mat. No prior experience needed. Yoga is an excellent program for increasing 
flexibility, strength and balance, as well as reducing stress. 
Questions: contact TJ Shaum at 574-536-7057. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

* = off site event     

 
 
 

 

 
 

1Geneele Crump 

 
 

2  
9a Forum 
10a Service 
Decorating 

3Francisco Avila 

Gloria Carney 

4Joy Chase 

 
4p Science and 
Society 

5 

 
 
 

6  

 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

7 

10a Tai Chi 
8 Norann Winn 

9 
9a Forum 
10a Service 
11:30a Red Tent 
 

10 Travis Yoder 11 

 
 
 

12 

 
 
 

13 Patty French 

 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 

14 Ron Gill 

10a Tai Chi 
 
 
 

15 

 

16 
9a Forum 
10a Service 
11:15a  Potluck 
4pMusicListeners* 

17 Don Wycliff 

Randy Pickley 
 
 

18 

 
 
 

19 Dale Kern 

 
 

20  

 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
630-8p Craft Night 

21  

10a TaiChi 

22  

 

23 

9a Forum 
10a Service 
 
 

24 

 
7p Candlelight 
Service 

25  

Cindy Benedict 
 
 
 

26  

  

 

27  

 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

28 Elena Mark 

Victoria Mark 

29 

 

30 

Stacey James 
Bill Wehner 
9a Forum 
10a Service 

31 

Zanzer Anderson 

     



 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart 

1732 Garden Street 

Elkhart, IN 46514 
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with love to: 

Our Month of “Mystery” Sundays — December 2018 

Service Topics 

2 Deck the Halls  
As we lift up some winter celebrations of light we will decorate our Sanctuary and Gathering Place together.   

9 Freedom to Dissent 
Some of the world’s greatest movements have happened because of somebody going against the orthodoxy.  
Come this Sunday knowing that you may have to agree to disagree.  

16 Pageant Sunday 
Come ready to enjoy a play and maybe even be part of it!  Then stay for potluck.   

23 HumanLight, a Celebration of Humanism 
In 2001 in New Jersey some humanists wondered how to find their place in this season of light and so many 
religious traditions.  Celebrate together the love of science and reason.   

24 7pm Candlelight Service 
Bring the family and out of town guests to a beautiful evening of candles, singing, and love.    

30 Covenants and Creeds 
Our own Peg Cook delivers her thoughts on these important community builders.  


