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“Blessing”
One way to feel more connected to your faith community is to participate in the national
meeting that is called General Assembly. UUFE gets to send 2 delegates who may vote
on matters covered during the plenary sessions, including Actions of Immediate Witness
and Statements of Conscience.
Our annual General Assembly moves around the country and has grown to include other
events like the Opening Ceremony and Banner Parade, the Ware Lecture, a special service
regarding our ministry called Service of the Living Tradition, a national Bridging Ceremony
for people transitioning from youth to young adult (18 year olds), and workshops for church
life or personal interest.
Not everybody can get to GA. Travel and lodging can be expensive and registration is
not free, whether you simply attend or go as a delegate, but this year we are blessed to
make the experience more accessible.
Its physical location is Kansas City, Missouri, but due to a generous anonymous
donation, we can register 2 delegates, pay the offsite registration fees, and empower
them with all of the duty, responsibility, and pleasure of participation in plenary sessions
without going to Missouri. Everything happens by computer, and with Rev. Amy
“attending” offsite as well, she and delegates can decide to stay at our own houses or
meet together at UUFE or elsewhere. The time requirements and instructions are listed
on page 5.
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9am Adult Forum (Children’s House)
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2nd Hour Enrichment (varies, see schedule)

Find us at:
1732 Garden Street, Elkhart, IN 46514
www.uufe.org
/UUFElkhart
@UUFE

Reverend Amy’s Schedule
No Community Office hours in JUNE. As always, please reach out to
Rev. Amy if you want to talk with her by phone, email, text, FB, FB
Messenger, however you like to communicate. She is available!

UUFE is a
Welcoming Congregation
member of the Unitarian
Universalist Association.
_____________________________

Love is the spirit of this church
and service is its law.
To dwell together in peace,
to seek the truth in love,
and to help one another,
This is our covenant.
_____________________________

New Email Address
It is becoming increasingly problematic to use my AOL emails. Often I
cannot open and check my emails when I am out and about on my
phone. Also, it does seem that AOL at times has “dropped” some
emails that show up days later than when they were sent. For the ease
of communication, I am entering the world of gmail by Google. By the
end of summer, I will only use one email, for everything, and the sooner
I switch the better. In your computers and your records, please switch it
out and sign into your accounts that it is safe to receive my emails, too.
Of course I will continue to check revdebeck@aol.com but you should
switch me out soon. My new email address is amydebeck@gmail.com
and I hope it lasts for 10 years or more.

UUFE Calendar
Chuck Bower, as President-elect, is managing the UUFE calendar. We
have transitioned to include more events on the uufe.org website
calendar, which is found by clicking on the About Us, News, Worship or
other page links. You will find the calendar displayed in the right side
column of these pages. We will rely on uufe.org to track events, building
rentals, etc.
To reserve for a UUFE event, contact Chuck (574-361-6166).
To rent our space, contact Dwight Fish, (574-536-9973).
Chuck will periodically print 2-3 months ahead and post in the church
office. Please do NOT write anything on the printed calendar. One final
thing, if your event ALSO requires posting in the weekly email sent by
Ron Gill, please notify Ron separately via email at uufeupdate@
gmail.com.
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David Stokely (dstokely@infionline.net).
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Book Recommendations for June


The Taming of the Queen by Philippa Gregory. A novel about Queen Kateryn Parr, the last wife of England’s notorious King
Henry VIII that is written not just by a novelist but by a historian who holds a Ph.D. in 18th Century Literature from the
University of Edinburgh. This book reads like a novel but is based on history.



Everything is Horrible and Wonderful by Stephanie Wittels Wachs. This is a memoir about the author’s experience
witnessing addiction claim her brother’s life.



Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste Ng. The author gives a finely wrought meditation on the nature of motherhood, the
dangers of privilege, and a cautionary tale about how even the tiniest of secrets can rip families apart.



Finding Zero by Amir Aczel. This is the story of Dr. Aczel’s quest for the origins of the most elusive of numbers: zero. Zero is
indispensable for our familiar arithmetical operations, and it is half of the binary language of modern computers.



The Bedford Boys: One American Town's Ultimate D-day Sacrifice by Alex Kershaw. Bedford, Virginia, a town of 3,000, lost
19 sons in the first wave of the Normandy invasion and three more were lost during the war. Their story, and that of their
families, is told in this book.

All books are available through the Elkhart Public Library. If you would like to recommend a book, contact Gloria Salavarria at
343-0310 or email skaggscat@maplenet.net

Tuesday, June 12 at 7:30pm at UUFE, tickets $10 online or at the door

Sunday, June 24, come to UUFE for our annual
Jazz Brunch Worship Service
The service begins at 10:00am with a time of music, reflection
and inspirational words, followed by more music and fellowship
as we share a potluck brunch together. On this Elkhart Jazz
Festival weekend, we will again hear from "French Quarter," a
jazz quartet led by our own Chris French. The group also
includes Marian Emery on piano, Jim Catalano on drums, and
Darrel Tidaback on bass. Come celebrate!
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A Note from the Committee on Ministry (COM)
Some members of the congregation may not be familiar with this group, so as this church year ends (June 30), COM wanted to
share some information on who the current members are and what our Mission is.
Although the members of the committee will change in the next church year (which starts July 1), currently we are Joan Clayborn
(chair), Rev. Amy, Terry Mark, Shari Mellin, and Pam Wycliff.
The Mission of COM is:
 To work with Rev. Amy to support the shared ministry of UUFE.
 To act as a liaison among congregants, Minister, and governing board, facilitating communication throughout our congregation.
 To take on specific tasks relating to congregation-wide concerns, as directed by the governing board.
Keep COM in mind if there are congregational issues you feel affect the shared ministry of our Fellowship.
Thank you,
Joan Clayborn

Volunteer of the Month: Terry Mark
The Board dragged a reluctant Board Trustee, Terry Mark, into the spotlight this month to honor his consistent
effort in putting together the inaugural Leadership Training Class at UUFE. Although there were lots of other folks
who contributed to the effort, with the preparation of presentations and coordination of food for the hungry
participants, it was Terry's persistence and determination that made the course, on May 11 and 12 a success.
The original plan was to have the course in early March but Mother Nature changed the plan by flooding both of
the UUFE basements and rearranging our priorities so that the schedule needed to be pushed into May. The
classes included some Unitarian/Universalist and UUFE history along with some great ideas for current and future
leaders in the Fellowship dealing with Covenants, Conflict Management, and how to prepare and run a good
committee meeting. We all hope this will be the first of a series of these courses at the Fellowship. Thanks
Terry for your hard work. Also thanks to all the presenters and food coordinators for your able assistance.

Board Report May 2018
This month the Board of Trustees:











Discussed the ministerial and leadership evaluations
Discussed the parking lot project
Prepared for the annual meeting
Heard a lengthy Buildings and Grounds report and discussed finding new members for that committee
Heard we will receive money from Evan LeFever’s estate
Heard that Rev. Amy and Kevin are planning a 27-week OWL class for the fall
Decided to take up a collection for Black Lives of UU
Decided to sell the old piano as it is not worth repairing
Chose Terry Mark as Volunteer of the Month, for providing leadership training

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the Board members!
Geneele Crump, President
Chad Crabtree
Chuck Bower, President-Elect
Ron Gill
Ken Clayborn, Treasurer
Lorna Lane
Shari Mellin, Secretry
Terry Mark
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Graduation Party
Saturday, June 16 from 4 to 9pm at the DeBeck house
3211 Neff Street, near Walker Park and Osolo library. Plan to carpool if possible. Kevin received his Master of
Divinity from Meadville Lombard, Henry will graduate June 10 from Elkhart Central, and Eliza finishes middle school
at Northside. Food and good cheer will abound!

Celebrate Independence Day
Doris Stickel and David Stokely again invite friends and relatives to their house at 511 James Street for their regular
Independence Day celebration which will be the day of the city fireworks on Tuesday, July 3 this year. Come after
3pm, play croquet or volleyball or sit and watch and talk, then eat starting about 5:30 pm. Hot dogs, hamburgers,
lemonade, and pop will be furnished. You are welcome to bring side dishes or junk food to share. It will help to bring
a lawn chair. Around 9pm you can saunter down to the old Rice School chimney to watch the sun set and see the
colony of Chimney Swifts wheel around and prepare for the night, flying down into the large brick smokestack. The
fireworks begin after dark. The city fireworks display will not be at Rice field this year, relocated to Central Park by
the downtown city plaza. Bring your family or a friend. Come a little early and you can help with things like flags, tiki
lights, volleyball net.

Be a Delegate for General Assembly without leaving Elkhart
[and other GA events]
Do you want to be a delegate? No experience or research necessary—just (virtually) show up! Here is when the plenary
sessions are:
Wednesday, June 20 — 7:30pm to 8:30pm
Thursday, June 21 — 9:15am to 12:15pm

|
|

Friday, June 22 — 9:00am to 10:15am AND 4:30pm to 5:45pm
Saturday, June 23 — 9:00am to 12:15pm AND 1:30pm to 4:00pm

Potential Delegates should contact Geneele Crump before June 12 so we can put you in the official minutes of our board
meeting on June 13. If more than 2 people want to do this the board may have to vote! In any case, contact Geneele at
geneele@aol.com or by phone at 215-4600.

Blessings tend to beget more blessings. When we started to think about “doing GA” like this, it lent itself to realizing we could
come together to celebrate some of the other special events at GA. It isn’t JUST about voting—there is more.
Join Rev. Amy and others on Wednesday night at UUFE June 20 from 7:30 to 8pm as we televise the Opening Ceremonies. Our
banner will even be on the jumbotron there in Kansas City as participating!
And join us again on Saturday June 23 at 7:30pm for the Ware Lecture. Our speaker is Brittany Packnett and her information is
right here. https://www.uua.org/ga/program/highlights/ware-lecture
Be a part of this blessed community, stay cool, stay local, and participate in all of the blessings our free, democratic, and
generous faith offer.
Everyone who does not want to be a delegate, still plan to be at UUFE on Wednesday for Opening Ceremony and again
Saturday for the Ware Lecture!

The Fellowship Focus 5

BULLETIN BOARD

Science and Society meets first and third Tuesdays at 4pm in the Children ’s House at UUFE.
During June we will complete the 24 part series from the Great Courses entitled Your Deceptive Mind: A Scientific Guide to
Critical Thinking Skills by Professor Steven Novella, an Academic Neurologist at Yale School of Medicine. These lectures
are each one half hour in length and we view two per evening. Stay tuned for information on a new series beginning in July.
On Tuesday June 5 at 4pm please join us in the Children's House for the following two lectures:
"Marketing, Scams, and Urban Legends" and "Science, Media, and Democracy"
On Tuesday June 19 at 4pm please join us in the Children's House for the following two lectures:
"Experts and Scientific Consensus" and "Critical Thinking and Science in Your Life"
For more details, contact Ken Clayborn at kclayborn52@gmail.com

Spirit Seekers meet Thursdays in the Children's house at 4pm. All curious spirit seekers are encouraged to attend. For
more information, contact Jim Todd at jwtley2000@yahoo.com or 574-612-9207.

Yoga Class at UUFE: Thursdays from 6 - 7 PM

Taught by Kristen Smith. The charge is $10.00 per class - you do not have to come to all classes.
Please bring a yoga mat. No prior experience needed. Yoga is an excellent program for increasing
flexibility, strength and balance, as well as reducing stress.
Questions: contact TJ Shaum at 574-536-7057.

Nine Music Listeners met at Doris and Dave Stickel Stokely’s Sunday May 13. We listened to some folk, some bassoon
jazz, and a lot of classical music. Our next meeting will be at Deb and Ken Inglefield’s on Sunday June 10. Our July meeting
will be on July 8 at Pat Borchert’s house. All who read this (and we could use some new members) are invited to come to
the next meeting and bring up to 10 minutes of recorded music to share. If you have not been a regular member, please
give the host a call so that adequate plans can be made for seating and the light dinner. Deb and Ken are at 269-699-9160.
Pat is at 295-5580.

UUFE Feasters This fun group of foodies visit area restaurants. We will be continuing with our lunch gatherings at
11:30am on the fourth Wednesday of the month.

June 20 - Capri Italian Restaurant, 50827 Princess Way, Granger
July 25 - Aunt Karen's Cafe, 129B Orpha Dr., Middlebury
Aug 22 - Granite City, 6501 Grape Rd., Mishawaka
Sep 26 - Prime Table Restaurant, 1915 S. 11th St., Niles
For reservations and/or questions please contact Mary Adams at createnjoy@yahoo.com or at (619)921-0613 by Monday
prior to the meal so that she has time to make any necessary reservations.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

Fri

Sat

1

2
Anthony
Robinson

3

4

5

9a Forum
10a Service

10

11

6

7

Beth LeFever

Shannon Richards

4p Science and
Society

6p Board Meeting 4p Spirit Seekers
6p Yoga

12

13

14

8

9

15

16

9a Forum
10a Service
7:30p ECT: The
Laramie Project
(staged reading)

4pMusicListeners*

17

18

Judy Gibson
9a Forum
10a Service
11:15a Potluck

24
9a Forum
10a Jazz Brunch

25

4p Spirit Seekers
6p Yoga

21 GA

4-9p DeBeck
Graduation Party*

19

20 GA

Emily Searles

4p Science and
Society

William Becker
Owen Koehler
Gordon Hostetler
11:30a Feasters* 4p Spirit Seekers
@ Capri
6p Yoga
7:30p Open Cerem

26

27

29

28

6pm Women’s
Euchre*

22 GA

23 GA
7:30p Ware
Lecture

30
Sandy Imanse

4p Spirit Seekers
6p Yoga
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with love to:

Our Month of “Blessing” Sundays — June 2018
Service Topics
3

The Blessing of Community
Steve Cripe brings us what is on his mind and in his heart. Included in the service will be historical
remembrances of U.S. A for Africa, "We Are The World" in 1990, and the historical publicity campaign HANDS
ACROSS AMERICA in 1986. We cannot survive as human beings without the support and influence of
community - from our immediate families to the entire world community.

10 Thank You as Prayer
Led by the Worship Arts Committee, everyone has been encouraged to think with gratitude of people who build
up our beloved community. This year’s program is a bit different from years past, but is still about being grateful
for service.
17 Healthy Masculinity
Happy Father’s Day message from Rev. Amy. We are surrounded by and mired by toxic elements of what our
culture has done to men’s divinity. May we extol the non-toxic, lifting up the goodness of those who identify as
male. Potluck—this week AND next!
24 Jazz Brunch Service
Patty French leads us through a special service featuring fantastic, local jazz music during a weekend that the
world comes to Elkhart for JAZZ! Music, church, service, carry-in…what a great way to end June.
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