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A Message from the Minister will be coming soon to
http://uufe.org/blog/
See the website for UUFE news, service topics, upcoming events, and more

Reverend Amy’s Schedule
Rev. Amy will be at Ohio River Group, a ministerial study group of UU ministers who
convene in Cincinnati, OH from Monday November 5 to Thursday November 8.
During this time she is on “Study Leave” and will be checking her messages and
emails frequently between the reading of the papers.
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Rev. Amy will be on vacation from November 20 to 27. She will leave a message with
the Board and Committee on Ministry about who will cover pastoral care concerns
during this time away.

Library
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Board
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During the month of November Rev. Amy will miss several usual office hours. Times
she WILL be at the Electric Brew in Elkhart: Thursdays, November 2, 16, and 30 from
4 to 6 pm. Her habit is to be in the office at UUFE on Wednesdays but in November
there are frequent scheduling conflicts. If you wanted to speak with her, please call
her cell at 574-304-1282.

LRE/Grounds
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Service Topics
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Sunday Mornings
9am Adult Forum (Children’s House)
10am Service (Sanctuary)
2nd Hour Enrichment (varies, see schedule)

Find us at:
1732 Garden Street, Elkhart, IN 46514
www.uufe.org
/UUFElkhart
@UUFE

UUFE is a
Welcoming Congregation
member of the Unitarian
Universalist Association.
_____________________________

Love is the spirit of this church
and service is its law.
To dwell together in peace,
to seek the truth in love,
and to help one another,
This is our covenant.
_____________________________

The Fellowship Focus is published monthly.
Members and friends are invited to submit
news and photos. Send text or attachments
via email to editor Katrina Wilson monthly
by the 15th (katskirx@gmail.com).

UUFE Calendar
Chuck Bower, as President-elect, is managing the UUFE calendar. We continue to use an online Google calendar to track building rentals, events,
etc. Please submit entries to Chuck (chuck@hawthorneservices.com or 574
-361-6166) to “reserve” use of the Fellowship building, or to ask about
availability. He will periodically print 2-3 months ahead and post in the
church office. To reserve a date/time, you need to contact Chuck, do not
write anything on the printed calendar, as all reservations will be done on
the electronic calendar. Dwight Fish, as our rental agent, will also be relying on the Google calendar to know and reserve availability. Terry Mark
will also have access to the calendar. One final thing, if your event ALSO
requires posting in the weekly email sent by Ron Gill, please notify Ron
separately via email at uufeupdate@gmail.com. Thanks! Chuck
A friendly reminder from Building and Grounds:
On 1st and 3rd Sundays of every month, one of our large rooms is cleared of
chairs in order for the cleaning people to sweep the floors. Following services
on the 1st Sunday, the Sanctuary chairs are stacked against the walls. Following the 3rd Sunday (potluck), the Gathering Place tables and chairs are stacked against the walls. Please help us if you are able on these days. It only takes
a few minutes! If there is a midweek event at the church during either the
1st or 3rd weeks prior to the Thursday sweeping and the room gets set up
again, please take a few minutes to remove the chairs so that our cleaning
person, Claudia, can sweep on Thursday.
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Book Recommendations for November










White Trash: The 400-Year Untold History of Class in America by Nancy Isenberg. This book offers
excellent insight into what’s going on now in the U.S. (and has been going on for the last 400 years.)
It’s an honest history of our country.
Devil's Bargain: Steve Bannon, Donald Trump and the Storming of the Presidency by Joshua Green.
An inside story on the partnership between Steve Bannon and Donald Trump which gave rise to the
alt-right, the fall of Hillary Clinton, and the greatest upset in American political history.
The Monuments Men by Robert Edsel. During WWII, FDR sent a platoon into Germany to rescue
artistic masterpieces from the Nazis who stole the art and would have destroyed it during the
downfall of the Third Reich.
Tea Girl of Hummingbird Lane by Lisa See. This is story of tea and a Chinese woman whose village
life is centered on tea. When the woman was young, she had a daughter whom she had given up
during infancy. This daughter was adopted by an American couple, and eventually she returns to
China in search of her birth mother and her ethnic heritage.
American Gods by Neil Gaiman. Released from prison and recently widowed, a man named Shadow
meets up with a stranger and goes off on an even stranger journey. (This book was a New York
Times best seller.)

All books are available through the Elkhart Public Library. If you would like to recommend a book,
contact Gloria Salavarria at 343-0310 or email skaggscat@maplenet.net

Local Connections: Events Outside UUFE
Humanist Forum Events for November 2017
Thursday, November 2, 6:30 pm: Hungry Humanists meet for Pizza and Pierogis.
Starlite Pizza, 932 E. Ireland Rd, South Bend. Please RSVP to http://www.meetup.com/HumanistForum, or email rita.prangle@gmail.com
Thursday, November 16, 6:30 pm, River Park Library, South Bend.

We’ll watch a Pro-choice documentary “Whose Choice”, followed by commentary from a member of
Pro-Choice South Bend, who will tell us about their organization and the latest developments in the
South Bend area, along with how we can help. —http://www.meetup.com/Humanist-Forum
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Volunteer of the Month: T.J. Shaum
There are people, at UUFE, who are always busy....but they don't make a big deal about it when accolades are
expressed. Most people don't realize how much T.J. Shaum does for the fellowship but the Board of Trustees took notice
and unanimously voted to name her Volunteer of the Month at the October Board Meeting. T.J is assistant Treasurer in
charge of disbursements, which is a big job and she does it very well. In addition, very often, you will find her in the
kitchen after coffee hour and after the monthly potluck helping with the clean up and collecting trash and recycling. And,
if you want to know where T.J. is on Thursday evenings, you will find her at the Gathering Place coordinating (and
participating in) the weekly Yoga group. Next time you see T.J. tell her how much you appreciate her efforts.

Board Report October 2017
The Board proposed raising the Endowment minimum from $100,000 to $150,000. This will be voted on by the
congregation. A congregational meeting was changed from October 22 to October 29, to vote on whether to hire a
Religious Education Coordinator. It was announced that Kevin DeBeck is the new RE Committee chair. We were
reminded that the UUFE Pandas will participate in the Lego League contest on November 18 at Memorial High School*;
come cheer on the Pandas! We sent $750 to the UU Service Committee for hurricane relief. The Committee on Ministry
announced they are working on holding a leadership development course early next year. Our congregational directory is
currently being updated; see Don Hershberger to have your photo updated. Our social justice project of feeding the
hungry at Broadway Christian Church is in need of funds. You may donate by writing a check and noting “Broadway
Christian” on the memo line. The Board is continuing to work on a new strategic plan, and will spend much time on this
during the November and December meetings.
If you have any questions or concerns, don’t hesitate to ask one of the Board members!

Your Board members are:
William Becker, 269.699.9148
Chuck Bower, 574.361.6166 President-Elect
Ken Clayborn, 574.596.7855 Treasurer
Chad Crabtree, 574.596.6750

Geneele Crump, 574.875.6399 President
Lorna Lane, 574.675.6503
Terry Mark, 574.361.6210
Shari Mellin, 574.849.1580 Secretary

Congregation Approves New Religious Education Coordinator Position
Members of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart overwhelmingly approved the new position of religious
education coordinator as well as the accompanying plan to fund the position at the outset. The final vote was 46 in favor
and one opposed after taking into account five absentee ballots submitted ahead of a congregational meeting on Sunday,
October 29, 2017.
The religious education coordinator proposal was brought to the congregation by the board of trustees, which identified
the role as vital to the continued strength of the RE program as well as critical to serving UUFE’s mission as a Welcoming
Congregation and as a faith community that values the participation of youth. The board is hopeful that the position will
be funded in entirety in the first year through a Chalice Lighters grant. An application is being prepared to be submitted by
November 15. Increased pledges and fundraising would be supplemental sources of funding, with the endowment used
only as a last resort.
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Lifespan Religious Education
Our Whole Lives—Adult Classes

OWL is about sexuality. Led by Rev. Amy and Kevin, it is open to any person over 18. Our final two
meetings are November 12 and 19 from 3-5pm in the Gathering Space.
FIRST LEGO League—9-14 year olds and friends
LEGO TOURNAMENT Sunday, November 19, at the IU campus in Gary from 1 to 5 pm Central time.
We will leave from UUFE on Sunday morning. The team will miss church but if you want to head out
afterward and cheer them on that would be GREAT!
Youth Group
Seniors on Sundays November 5, 12, and 26 (Sunday nights except for potluck Sundays) from 5-7pm.
Juniors on Friday November 10 (second Friday of each month) and Sunday October 26 5-7pm with the
senior group (every month, the Sunday following Potluck).

Saturday, November 11 9am: Fall cleanup
We need 6 to 7 additional helpers.
Bring your rakes and leaf blowers. There will some other jobs, but tools will be available.
Please contact Jim Lindzy if you can help at the following email or phone number.
Rain date of November 18
jlindzy1@comcast.net
576-304-9494

Do you have room at your Thanksgiving table for a UUFE friend?
Could you be a guest on Thanksgiving so that somebody else gets
to be a gracious host? Call or text Rev. Amy, or send an email to
revdebeck@aol.com. Last year Dinner matchmaking was a great
success; let’s try it again!
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BULLETIN BOARD

Science and Society meets first and third Tuesdays at 4pm in the Children’s House at UUFE. This month continues the
series from the Great Courses called "Mind Body Philosophy" by Professor Patrick Grim.
Tuesday, November 7 at 4pm: This week we will view the two half hour lectures entitled "Thinking Body and Extended Mind"
and "Francis Crick and Binding in the Brain".
Tuesday, November 21 at 4pm: This week we will view two half hour lectures entitled " Clues on Consciousness from
Anesthesiology" and "Of Mind, Materialism and Zombies".
For more details, contact Ken Clayborn at kclayborn52@gmail.com

It is Fall. The leaves are falling. The group formerly known as Adult Discussion Group is shedding its name. We will not be
Prince, that name has already been taken. Hence forward we will be known as Spirit Seekers. We will continue to meet
Thursdays in the Children's house at 4pm. All curious spirit seekers are encouraged to attend. For more information,
contact Jim Todd at jwtley2000@yahoo.com or 574-612-9207.

Yoga Class at UUFE: Thursdays from 6 - 7 PM

Taught by Kristen Smith. The charge is $10.00 per class - you do not have to come to all classes.
Please bring a yoga mat. No prior experience needed. Yoga is an excellent program for
increasing flexibility, strength and balance, as well as reducing stress.
Questions: contact TJ Shaum at 574-536-7057.

Music Listening met Sunday evening, October 22, at Ken and Deb Inglefield ’s house. For the light supper we had some
good chili and veggies. We listened to lots of classical including Mendelssohn and Mozart as well as some more recent
composers. We had a touch of Duke Ellington and some Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat music as well as
folk including a song about what to do in case of war with Mexico on an LP from a few years ago.
Our next meeting is November 26 at Pat Borchert’s house. The December meeting will be at Don Hershberger’s house
on December 17. All who read this are invited to attend and bring up to 10 minutes of recorded music to share. If you
are new to the music listening group please give the host a call so that adequate arrangements can be made for seating and
the light supper that is served half way through the listening session. Pat’s phone is 295-5580 and Don’s phone is 2955419.

UUFE Feasters This fun group of foodies visit area restaurants.
In November we will meet on the 5th Wednesday, November 29, at 11:30am at Lucchese's Italian Restaurant, 655 CR
17 in Elkhart. Fare is Italian.
In December we will meet the 4th Wednesday, December 27, at 11:30am at Chubby Trout, 3421 Plaza Ct., Elkhart.
For reservations and/or questions please contact Mary Adams at createnjoy@yahoo.com or at (619)921-0613 by Monday
prior to the dinner so that she has time to make any necessary reservations.

6 November 2017

Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

1Cyril Cherniak 2Heidi Rupley

5

6

7

6p Membership

4p Spirit Seekers
6p Yoga

8

9

9a Forum
10a Service
11:15a LRE

9a Forum
10a Service
11:15a LRE
3-5p Adult OWL
5-7p Youth Group

19

6:30p Science and 6p Board Meeting
Society

13

9a Forum
10a Service
11:15 LRE
4pMusicListening*
5-7p Youth Group

4Kevin DeBeck
8:30am Fall
Roadside
Cleanup*
5-7p Spuds with
Buds

10

11

14

4p Spirit Seekers
6p Yoga

15Krista Bailey 16

17

18Shari Mellin

Lorna Lane
4p Spirit Seekers
6p Yoga

7p W&A

20

9a Forum
Beverly Beutler
10a Bread Service
11:15a Potluck
(hosts COM&Com)
2-6p LEGO*
3-5p Adult OWL

26

3

Sat

9am Fall Campus
Cleanup

5-7p Youth Group

12Jessica Koscher

Fri

27

21

22

23

24Rich Kindel 25Stan Larimer

Thanksgiving
6:30p Science and
Society

28Terry Mark 29

30Steve Cripe
Larry Cherniak
Analene Lindzy

6p Ladies Euchre* 6:30p Feasters*
@Lucchese’s

4p Spirit Seekers
6p Yoga
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with love to:

Our Month of “Abundance” Sundays — November 2017
Service Topics
5

Rebellious Spirits
Walk through the changes wrought by free thinkers.

12 My Cup Runneth Over
From the 23rd psalm, which extolls the joy of the person filled with God’s love, we get the image of somebody
being so filled with abundance that their cup (soul) overflows. In your life, what fills you up past the brim?

19 Ethnic Bread Communion
We bring the breads of our heritage and have the opportunity to speak of them during the service. After the
service, we have our monthly Potluck so we can enjoy all of our ethnic breads!
26 Twas the Sunday after Thanksgiving
Coming in December: Christmas Eve, December 24, is on a Sunday this year. The 10 am service will be our
Christmas pageant and that evening at 7 pm we will hold Lessons and Carols.
Prepare to spend time with us!
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