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“Welcome” is the Theme for September
“Enter” is a command, while “Welcome” is an invitation. In our beloved hymn, we command
people to Enter! Rejoice! Come in! I love that hymn, and yet I wonder about what comes next.
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I asked somebody close to me what they thought of what it meant to be really welcomed
somewhere. They said, “invited in without judgement.”

At UUFE we invite people to visit and often they do show up. If they are made to feel welcome,
which is to say, comfortable, a part of the whole, we have a new member. This month’s theme is
welcome and I think about this quite a lot.

The Statue of Liberty does not invite you to stop by; it says “Your huddled masses, yearning to breathe free, The wretched
refuse of your teeming shore, Send these, the homeless, tempest tossed to me, I lift my lamp beside the golden door.”
Now that is a welcome. You can expect to make it past the front door into a comfy chair and be treated like….a person.
I think about the work we do in the sanctuary coalition. We want our neighbors to really be welcomed, not tentatively or
conditionally.
As September gets underway I will be thinking about welcome. It is a noun, an adjective, and a verb. To a word-person
like me, that alone is exciting! But in any aspect of our lives, when have we been treated cordially as opposed to being
welcomed? When have we stood beside the golden door, welcoming somebody in? How about making it be a conscious
effort, such that when October rolls around with its theme of Courage, we have stories to share of OUTRAGEOUS
hospitality? Good luck—I welcome you to the challenge.
In peace with love,
Rev. Amy
Sunday Mornings
9am Adult Forum (Children’s House)
10am Service (Sanctuary)
2nd Hour Enrichment (varies, see schedule)

Find us at:
1732 Garden Street, Elkhart, IN 46514
www.uufe.org
/UUFElkhart
@UUFE

Reverend Amy’s Schedule

UUFE is a
Welcoming Congregation
member of the Unitarian
Universalist Association.
_____________________________

Monday

DAY OFF

Wednesday

OFFICE HOURS at UUFE, 10am to 2pm

Thursday

OFFICE HOURS at ELECTRIC BREW, 4pm to 6pm

Love is the spirit of this church
and service is its law.
To dwell together in peace,
to seek the truth in love,
and to help one another,
This is our covenant.
_____________________________

Congregational Care Associate Team
Our pastoral care team (CCAT) is being revised, added to,
and reshaping. While all of this is in process, please reach
out by email or phone to the following people:
Rev. Amy

revdebeck@aol.com

574-304-1282

Peg Cook

pegcook@aol.com 574-215-5105
(her landline at Eastlake Terrace does not
accept messages but is 574-264-6270)

Steve Cripe

srcripe@yahoo.com

574-370-8090

We wish you a happy, healthy summer.

A friendly reminder from Building and Grounds:
On 1st and 3rd Sundays of every month, one of our large rooms is cleared of
chairs in order for the cleaning people to sweep the floors. Following services
on the 1st Sunday, the Sanctuary chairs are stacked against the walls. Following the 3rd Sunday (potluck), the Gathering Place tables and chairs are stacked against the walls. Please help us if you are able on these days. It only takes
a few minutes! If there is a midweek event at the church during either the
1st or 3rd weeks prior to the Thursday sweeping and the room gets set up
again, please take a few minutes to remove the chairs so that our cleaning
person, Claudia, can sweep on Thursday.
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The Fellowship Focus is published monthly.
Members and friends are invited to submit
news and photos. Send text or attachments
via email to editor Katrina Wilson monthly
by the 15th (katskirx@gmail.com).
Send address changes and subscription
requests (email or print edition) to
David Stokely (dstokely@infionline.net).
UUFE

(574) 264-6525
UUElkhart@gmail.com
President of the Board
Geneele Crump
574-875-6399
geneele@aol.com
Minister
Rev. Amy DeBeck
574-304-1282
revdebeck@aol.com
Minister Emeritus
Rev. Gordon Gibson
Knoxville, Tennessee
Rental Agent
Dwight Fish
574-536-9973
fish73@comcast.net

Book Recommendations for September








Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance. The author, a former U.S. Marine and a Yale Law School graduate gives us a memoir of
his growing up Hillbilly near Cincinnati, Ohio. The family relocated from Eastern Kentucky in search of jobs and
encountered cultural as well as geographical dislocation. He provides insight into Hillbilly culture.
No One Cares About Crazy People by Ron Powers. A narrative of the social history of mental illness in America
paired with the deeply personal story of the author’s two sons' battles with schizophrenia.
Flags of Our Fathers by James Bradley. The author is the son of one of the flag raisers in that most famous photo
taken on Iwo Jima during WWII. Bradley writes not only about this costliest battle in terms of human lives and its
strategic importance in ending the war, he also describes the lives of those ordinary troops who raised the flag and
how their lives were impacted afterward.
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr. A novel about a blind French girl and a German boy whose paths
collide in occupied France as both try to survive the devastation of World War II.
The Sandman: Overture by Neil Gaiman and J.H. Williams III. THE SANDMAN first changed the landscape of
modern comics and now, 25 years later, DC Comics brings these graphics stories back in a hard cover book.

All books are available through the Elkhart Public Library. If you would like to recommend a book, contact Gloria
Salavarria at 343-0310 or email skaggscat@maplenet.net

UUFE Calendar
Chuck Bower, as President-elect, is managing the UUFE calendar. We continue to use an online Google calendar to track
building rentals, events, etc. Please submit entries to Chuck (chuck@hawthorneservices.com or 574-361-6166) to
“reserve” use of the Fellowship building, or to ask about availability. He will periodically print 2-3 months ahead and post
in the church office. To reserve a date/time, you need to contact Chuck, do not write anything on the printed calendar, as
all reservations will be done on the electronic calendar. Dwight Fish, as our rental agent, will also be relying on the Google
calendar to know and reserve availability. Terry Mark will also have access to the calendar. One final thing, if your event
ALSO requires posting in the weekly email sent by Ron Gill, please notify Ron separately via email at uufeupdate@gmail.
com. Thanks! Chuck

Local Connections: Events Outside UUFE
The South Bend Humanists are excited to announce we have scheduled a Skype conversation with Jerry Coyne, Ph.D.
Professor (Emeritus) in the Department of Ecology and Evolution at the University of Chicago. Coyne has written over
115 refereed scientific papers and 130 other articles, book reviews, and columns, as well as a scholarly book about his
field, and 2 books geared to the general public: “Why Evolution is True” and “Faith vs. Fact: Why Science and Religion
are Incompatible”. The format will be an interview with Jerry conducted by our Board Members followed by Jerry taking
questions from the audience. Join us at the River Park Branch Library at 6:30pm on Thursday, September 21. More
information is available at www.MeetUp.com/Humanist-Forum or by contacting Rita Prangle at (574) 855-4928.
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Volunteer of the Month: Chris and Patty French
Why does a chicken cross the road? If the chicken is a smart chicken she crosses the road to get to the French’s house
in Goshen. There is a top notch chicken coop there with plenty of good food and good care. And that’s not all. The
music there is just great and the surroundings are very pleasant, with lots of helpers coming and going to the CCS-Seed
to Feed Garden beside the house.
This is the Woodsbrook Neighborhood Memorial Garden and the French’s are the brains and much of the labor
behind this effort. In addition they have donated the land to install the garden. Several members of the UUFE
fellowship help tend this garden, in support of Church Community Services’ efforts to help provide vegetables for
those who may not have consistent access to fresh foods.
The Board of Trustees unanimously voted to make Chris and Patty French our dynamic duo this month. As joint
Volunteers of the Month we want them to realize how much we appreciate them as members of our UUFE
community.
In addition to donating garden space and labor they provide music for us every month during the fourth Sunday
service. Every year they are the leaders of the Jazz Brunch in late June. Chris arranges the music and the musicians while
Patty prepares superb services to make those Sundays even more special.
Chris and Patty we are proud to call you friends and Volunteers of the Month.

Board Report August 2017
The Board heard a presentation from Carl Rust, who is involved with an alternative school program at Pierre Moran. Carl
would ask Elkhart Community Schools to agree to using our downstairs space on a “field trip” basis. Using our quiet
space, kids would be introduced to multi-track recording and video production, among other things. Carl would also store
equipment in our building. This is an embryonic idea; if endorsed by the school system, we would have a memo of understanding between us and the schools. The Board endorsed the proposal to potentially use our campus as a satellite location
for this project; Carl will keep Geneele updated on the progress of the proposal. The soonest this would happen would be
mid-September.
The Board decided that we will spend some time reviewing our strategic plan at our September board retreat. Chuck Bower spoke with Phil Lund from the MidAmerica District; Phil encouraged us to review our plan to see what we are still
committed to, and what is still relevant. Most strategic plans these days don’t go five years out because things are changing
so quickly. Most also do not focus on numbers, but rather on what the church is doing both within and out in the larger
community. The September Board retreat is set for Friday, September 15 from 3:00 to 9:00 at the Elkhart County Visitors’
Bureau conference room.
Chad Crabtree reported that the Worship and Arts Committee decided we will have both a morning and evening service
on Sunday, December 24, Christmas Eve.
Your Board members are:
William Becker, 269.699.9148
Chuck Bower, 574.361.6166 President-Elect
Ken Clayborn, 574.596.7855 Treasurer
Chad Crabtree, 574.596.6750

Geneele Crump, 574.875.6399 President
Lorna Lane, 574.675.6503
Terry Mark, 574.361.6210
Shari Mellin, 574.849.1580 Secretary

Please talk with your Board members if you have any questions.
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Adult OWL
Adult OWL (Our Whole Lives) is about sexuality. Led by Rev. Amy and Kevin, it is open to any person
over 18. The class meets on the following Sundays from 3 to 5pm at UUFE:
September 10
September 17
September 24

October 1
October 8
October 15
October 29

November 12
November 19--Last class!

First LEGO League activities for children and youth begins during 2nd hour on September 10.

DRE Update: Town Hall Report
A town hall meeting to discuss the proposed DRE position was held on Sunday, August 13, after the service. There were
41 in attendance. Geneele Crump, President of the Board, opened the meeting with a statement about the desire to hire a
religious education professional to revitalize the LRE program. Katrina Wilson, LRE chair, discussed the different types of
RE professionals: DRE (Director of Religious Education); Religious Educator; and RE Coordinator; and the differences
in their responsibilities and roles. Katrina also recommended that UUFE hire a 1/3 time RE Coordinator, focusing
primarily on the children’s RE program and youth group, with some support for adult programs.
Chuck Bower, Board President-elect, then reviewed some presentation slides describing why we believe it is necessary to
have an RE Coordinator, a brief recap of the responsibilities, and the expected costs associated with the position (between
$9,500 and $10,000 per year, at the low end of Fair Compensation Standards). Also, potential funding sources were
discussed, which include a Chalice Lighters grant from the UUA region, other possible grants (Lilly Institute Center for
Congregations), increased pledge participation, and fund raising. A last resort, the UUFE endowment would be used to
guarantee the position for 3-5 years. Terry Mark, UUFE Board Trustee, was also available to answer questions and talk
about the Chalice Lighters grant possibilities.
A discussion and Q&A followed. Several questions were brought forth for discussion:






Will a job description be created? Will successful outcomes be defined? Katrina has created a job description that is being reviewed
and refined by the Board. The Board and LRE will be discussing the definition of successful outcomes.
What is the potential for a Chalice Lighters grant? Planned application date is 11/15/17. There is strong potential for receiving a grant, and it can be a multi-year award. But the UUA region expects the congregation to have a plan to take on
financial ownership in 3-5 years. The date for awarding of money is not yet known but is likely after the first of the
year.
Will the position be advertised? Yes, likely through the UUA and region websites.
Will the endowment automatically be used? Only as a last resort, with the intention that the congregation commit to taking
on the responsibility through increased pledging and fund raising to assume full responsibility within 3-5 years.

This fall, a congregational meeting will be held (when closer to submitting the Chalice Lighters grant), to ask the
congregation to vote and commit to supporting the position. A date for that meeting has not yet been set. As the meeting
closed, Geneele asked the members present to continue to bring questions forward to herself, Katrina and Chuck for
further discussion and consideration.
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BULLETIN BOARD

Science and Society meets on the first and third Tuesday of each Month at 6:30pm in the UUFE Children ’s House.
This month we continue the series from the Great Courses called "Mind Body Philosophy". Professor Patrick Grim leads the
following half hour discussions:
Tuesday, September 5, 6:30pm: "Rival Psychologies of the Mind" and "The Enigma of Free Will"
Tuesday, September 19, 6:30pm: “Emotions: Where Mind and Body Meet” and “Could a Machine Be Conscious?”
For more details, contact Ken Clayborn at kclayborn52@gmail.com

Bring your gathered water
to service on September 17

Adult Discussion Group
Normally we meet Thursdays at 4-6pm in the Children's
House. Contact Jim Todd for information at 574-612-9207
or jwtley2000@yahoo.com.

Music Listening met Sunday evening August 20 at Susan Arneaud’s house. Eleven attended and we listened to our
usual wide variety of music: Classical - some brass by Giovani Gabrieli, Moonlight Sonata, Space Odyssey on Strauss by
Tomito, Gregorian Chant, Tavener choral music; Show – Phantom of the Opera, The Great Comet; Jazz – Hot Duck Soup
and John Coats; Folk – Arlo Guthrie and Pete Seeger; Rhythm – Early Tribal Rhythms. Susan provided a light supper with a
variety of sandwiches, fruit salad, and ice cream bars.
The September gathering will be at Gordon and Phyllis Hostetler’s house at 4pm on September 17. The October meeting
will be at 4pm at Ken and Deb Inglefield’s house on October 22. All who read this are invited to attend and bring up to 10
minutes of recorded music to share. If you are new to the Music Listening Group please call the host so that adequate plans
can be made for seating and the light supper. Hostetler’s phone is 574-293-2924 and Inglefield’s phone is 269-699-9160.

Yoga Class at UUFE: Thursdays from 6 - 7 PM

Taught by Kristen Smith. The charge is $10.00 per class - you do not have to come to all classes.
Please bring a yoga mat. No prior experience needed. Yoga is an excellent program for
increasing flexibility, strength and balance, as well as reducing stress.
Questions: contact TJ Shaum at 574-536-7057.

UUFE Feasters This fun group of foodies visit area restaurants on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 6:30pm.
Wednesday, September 27, 6:30pm: Das Dutchman Essenhaus, 240 US 20, Middlebury
Das Essenhaus is an area favorite specializing in home-style Amish cooking. See their website at essenhaus.com
For reservations and/or questions please contact Mary Adams at createnjoy@yahoo.com or at (619)921-0613 by Monday
prior to the dinner so that she has time to make any necessary reservations.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

Thu

* = off site event

Fri

Sat

1

2
Cyan Walker

3

4

9a Forum
10a Service

Michaela Wells

4p DeBeck Open
House

10

11

Zach Stevens
9a Forum
10a Service
11:15a LRE
3-5p Adult OWL

17

18

9a Forum
10a Service
11:15a Potluck

Don Hershberger

5

6

7

8

Jim Barnes
Jim Todd

Mary Peron

Mary Adams

6:30p Science and
Society
6p Membership

4p Adult RE
6p Yoga

12

13

14

Ethan Renn
Wojtas

Aris Hartman

15

16

21

22

23

Moxie Robinson

Jim Lindzy
Madlean Koehler
Sean Wilson

Charlie DeBeck
Jackie Lenczycki
T.J. Shaum
Dane Wilson

29

30

Oxana
Werbiansky

John Blosser

7p W&A

4p Adult RE
6p Board Meeting 6p Yoga

19

20

6:30p Science and
Society

9

4p Adult RE
6p Yoga

3-5p Adult OWL

24

25

Debra Inglefield
Pam Mims
Carolee Searles
9a Forum, 10a
Service, 11:15 LRE,
3-5p Adult OWL

26

27

28

Holly Vernon
6p Ladies Euchre*
6:30p Feasters*
@Essenhaus

4p Adult RE
6p Yoga
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Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart
1732 Garden Street
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with love to:

Our Month of “Welcoming” Sundays — September 2017
Service Topics
3

Labor Day
We will look at the intersection of Labor laws and our American lifestyles.
After, come to Amy and Kevin’s house for the 10th annual Labor Day Barbecue at 4pm.

10 Universal Welcoming and Peaceful Onlookers
Led by Lorna Lane, freshly back from the Pan Pagan festival.

17 Water Ingathering
Bring water that is special to you as we come together in an annual ritual. The gathered waters become our
holy water for the next year to bless the sick, our church babies, new houses, and more.
Also, the third Sunday of the month we collect personal care items for the AIDS Ministry/AIDS Assist in Elkhart.
Potluck follows.
24 Welcome to the World Wide Web
It was on this day in 1979 that CompuServe introduced email. Rev. Amy will discuss how this new phenomenon
has changed us, with a special focus on church life.
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