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June 2017 

A Member Musing 

The ministry theme for June is “ZEST”. 

zest:   great enthusiasm and energy. 

 a quality of excitement and piquancy. 

 the outer colored part of the peel of citrus fruit, used as flavoring. 

And because I had to look it up… 

piquancy: a pleasantly sharp and appetizing flavor. 

  the quality of being pleasantly stimulating or exciting. 

I would like to have it said that I live with zest. I also sense that is unfortunately not the way my 

personality expresses itself to the world. Being an optimist and a foodie, I like this word zest for 

the experience it promises in all of its definitions. There are several people that I think of in 

relation to this passionate quality of living. The first I’ve never met but we all know her. How can 

you resist the positive vibes of ellen? She shows, every day that you tune in, how to effect lives 

with positive enthusiasm. Second, I don’t know her personally though some of you do, I’ve heard 

marvelous stories of the vivacity of Elkhart’s own Babette Boling. I’ve seen it in action myself 

with the performances of her drumming groups “Raise the Bar” and “Golden Beats”. Watch for 

them at local events. Third, I think of listening to my son’s zestful laugh when he sees or hears 

something that strikes the right chord—an all out loud, long, takes-his-breath-away type of tickled 

enjoyment. That’s “worth the price of the ticket” for me. 

Whether zest is something in the way you behave or something you more often see in those 

around you, it is a motivating force, a buoy to both our activities of daily living and the projects 

we take on to better our communities. What better month than June, with warm sun and fresh 

breezes, to look for ways to stoke this passion, this ZEST, for ourselves and those around us? 

Irrepressibly yours, 

Katrina Wilson 
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UUFE is a  

Welcoming Congregation 

member of the Unitarian 

Universalist Association. 

 
_____________________________ 

Love is the spirit of this church 
and service is its law. 

To dwell together in peace, 
to seek the truth in love, 
and to help one another, 

This is our covenant. 

_____________________________ 

The Fellowship Focus is published monthly.  
Members and friends are invited to submit 

news and photos.  Send text or attachments 
via email to editor Katrina Wilson monthly 

by the 15th (katskirx@gmail.com). 

Send address changes and subscription 
requests (email or print edition) to 

David Stokely (dstokely@infionline.net). 

 UUFE 

(574) 264-6525 
UUElkhart@gmail.com 

President of the Board 

Oxana Werbiansky 

(574) 295-7659 

odubsky@comcast.net 

Minister 

Rev. Amy DeBeck 

574-304-1282 

revdebeck@aol.com 

Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Gordon Gibson 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

Rental Agent 
Pam Wycliff 

574-271-3774 
rn_pamela@yahoo.com 

A friendly reminder from Building and Grounds: 

On 1st and 3rd Sundays of every month, one of our large rooms is cleared of 

chairs in order for the cleaning people to sweep the floors. Following services 

on the 1st Sunday, the Sanctuary chairs are stacked against the walls. Follow-

ing the 3rd Sunday (potluck), the Gathering Place tables and chairs are stack-

ed against the walls. Please help us if you are able on these days. It only takes 

a few minutes! If there is a midweek event at the church during either the 

1st or 3rd weeks prior to the Thursday sweeping and the room gets set up 

again, please take a few minutes to remove the chairs so that our cleaning 

person, Claudia, can sweep on Thursday. 

Office Hours for Reverend Amy: 

Rev. Amy will be away most of June because of going to Ministry 
Days at General Assembly and doing work around her personal 
losses. 

For this reason, there will not be official office hours in June.  

Congregational Care Associate Team 

Our pastoral care team (CCAT) is being revised, added to, 

and reshaping.  While all of this is in process, please reach 

out by email or phone to the following people: 

Rev. Amy  revdebeck@aol.com 574-304-1282 

Peg Cook   pegcook@aol.com  574-215-5105 

(her landline at Eastlake Terrace does not 

accept  

messages but is 574-264-6270) 

Steve Cripe   srcripe@yahoo.com  574-370-8090 

We wish you a happy, healthy summer. 
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Book Recommendations for June 
 
 Seven audio books of the Clifton Chronicles series by Jeffrey Archer tell the story of a couple of British families from 

the end of WWI through the early 1990s. These stories include many historical elements and are written through the 
eyes of many of the characters. The story titles are as follows: 

“Only Time Will Tell” 
“The Sins of the Father” 
“Best Kept Secret” 
“Be Careful What You Wish For” 
“Mightier than the Sword” 
“Cometh the Hour” 
“This was a Man” 

 My Life on the Road by Gloria Steinem. 
 Are We Smart Enough to Know How Smart Animals Are? By Frans de Waal. 
  
All books are available through the Elkhart Public Library. If you would like to recommend a book, contact Gloria 
Salavarria at 343-0310 or email skaggscat@maplenet.net 

The Hungry Humanists meet for dinner this Thursday June 1, 6:30pm at Alladin's Eatery, 317 W. 

University Drive, Mishawaka 46545. RSVP at http://www.MeetUp.com/Humanist-Forum. For more info contact Rita 

Pringle (574) 855-4928 or Rita.prangle@gmail.com. 

The Humanist Forum of  South Bend is presenting a program entitled "Do We Have Free Will?". We will 

watch a video of Sam Harris speaking at the Festival of Dangerous Ideas, in the topic of his book "Free Will", followed by 

a discussion of our own reactions to this "dangerous idea". The date is Thursday, June 15, 6:30pm at the River Park 

Branch Library, 2022 Mishawaka Avenue, South Bend. More information is available at http://www.meetup.com/

Humanist-Forum  

Local Connections: Events Outside UUFE 

July  Open House 
Doris Stickel and David Stokely again invite friends and relatives to their house at 511 James Street for their 

annual Independence Day celebration which will be the day of the city fireworks on Monday, July 3rd this year. 

Come after 3, play croquet or volleyball or sit and watch and talk, then eat starting about 5:30pm. Hot dogs, 

hamburgers, lemonade, and pop will be furnished and you are welcome to bring side dishes or junk food to share. 

It will help to bring a lawn chair. Around 9 o’clock you can saunter down to the old Rice School chimney to watch 

the sun set and see the colony of Chimney Swifts wheel around and prepare for the night, flying down into the 

large brick smokestack. The fireworks begin after dark, and often a concert comes before. Because you won't need 

to go to work the 4th, you can stay up and watch the fireworks. Bring your family or a friend. Come a little early 

and you can help with things like flags, tiki lights, and the volleyball net. 
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Volunteers of  the Month:  

In most organizations there are traditions that are "keepers". These ideas work well and we want to make sure they 
continue. That is the case with the Youth Group assisting with the food service at the annual Ooey Gooey Service 
Auction. We are so fortunate to have the kind of young people who don't mind interacting with the adults; making 
sure the food tables are stocked during the proceedings and helping us keep track of the donations. Of course, it 
also means that Angel Davis, the adult coordinator for the enterprise, gets an honorable mention for her reliable 
assistance. 

The board wanted to acknowledge all the hard work at the Auction again this year from the Youth Group and 
extend our sincere thanks. We are all hoping to make it another great UUFE tradition. 

Let’s talk about sex!  Adult OWL (Our whole lives) classes will begin in July for anyone over 18 

Single, partnered, abled, disabled, UU, non-UU—you should attend this series! Taught by Rev. Amy DeBeck and her 

husband, Kevin, both OWL certified and experienced with this class, will offer 6 or 7 Sundays. The working time for 

this course is from July 30 to September 24. Clear your calendars—you will love this class! 

Board of  Trustees Update 

The May meeting of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart's board of trustees was all about transitions. Here are 

the major issues it considered, aside from routine business: 

 Treasurer Ken Clayborn announced that fellow board member Steve Cripe will take over as assistant treasurer. Steve 

will succeed Dave Stokely, who served in that role for many years. His one-year term on the board ends on June 30. 

 Dwight Fish will begin serving as the rental agent for UUFE's facilities. He succeeds Pam Wycliff. 

 Rev. Amy DeBeck will be taking a bit of extended time off in June, in part to help prepare for the upcoming General 

Assembly. She will not be in the pulpit from June 4 to approximately July 4. 

 Terry Mark said that the communications committee hopes to transition to a new website by July 1. 

 At Chad Crabtree's suggestion, the board is looking to host a community pancake breakfast on Saturday, August 26. 

The tentative time for this event is from 8 to 11 a.m. Stay tuned for further details. 

 A formal procedure for an evaluation of Rev. DeBeck was chosen, to be headed by Board President Oxana 

Werbiansky and Committee on Ministry chair Joan Clayborn. They will select a third representative of the 

congregation to participate in the process. 
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How Do You Use Your UUFE News? 

You know how to reach us, but how are we reaching you? As we start a new congregational year and 

approach the launch of  our new website, please take a moment to help us know if  we are providing the 

communications that you need and want. If  you’d like to answer the following questions please respond 

via email by June 15 to Katrina Wilson at katskirx@gmail.com 

 

Name(s):  

 

1. I refer most often to the   newsletter   /   weekly email   for information on UUFE news and events. 

 

2. What content is most important to you? 

 

3. What content is least important to you? 

 

4. Any other comments? 

 

5. Any name or address updates? 

 

Thank you for your responses. 

Seed-to-Feed Garden Call-Out 

The Seed-to-Feed garden at the Frenches' house, now named the "Woodsbrook 

Neighborhood Memorial Garden" is up and running (growing). Anyone who is 

interested in helping out in the garden may send an email to PFrench105@aol.com 

and ask to be added to the list of those receiving email updates and workday 

announcements. Seed-to-Feed is part of the Church Community Services (CCS) 

operation; most of the produce grown in this garden will find its way to the CCS 

pantry so that families and individuals in need can get fresh, nutritious, LOCAL 

food throughout the year. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

UUFE Feasters  This fun group of foodies visit area restaurants on the 4th Wednesday of each month at 6:30pm. 

6/28/17 - Mango Cafe, 1740 South Bend Ave., South Bend   (Venezuelan) 
7/26/17 - Legends of Notre Dame, 100 Legends, Notre Dame  

Your intention to attend needs to be communicated to Mary Adams, createnjoy@yahoo.com or 619-921-0613 by 
the Monday preceding the dinner. Also, your suggestions are most welcome. 

Adult RE: The Power of Presence 

Starting Thursday, May 18, the Adult RE Group will begin an 8-week online 

course with Eckhart Tolle called The Power of Presence. Spiritual teacher and 

author Eckhart Tolle was born in Germany and educated at the Universities of 

London and Cambridge. His bestselling books include A New Earth and the 

Power of Now. Normally we meet Thursdays at 4-6pm in the Children's House. 

Contact Jim Todd for information at 574-612-9207 or jwtley2000@yahoo.com. 

DAYTIMERS 

LUNCH  

will not be held 

in June. 

Twelve Music Listeners met Sunday, May 14, at Don Hershberger’s house. As usual a variety of music was shared, 
including classical, folk, show, jazz, pop/rock, and Mexican.  

The next meeting will be hosted by Doris Stickel and David Stokely at 4pm on June 11. All who read this are invited to bring 
up to 10 minutes of recorded music to share with the group. If you are new to the Music Listening Group, please contact 
Doris or Dave so that plans can be made for seating and the light supper. Their phone number is 574-522-5430. 

As is our custom, we will not meet in July. We will resume our meetings in August at Susan Arneaud’s house. The date for 
the August meeting will be decided at the June meeting. 

The Science and Society group meets in the Children's House on the first and third Tuesdays of each month at 6:30pm for 
discussions on a variety of topics. 

This month we begin a series from the Great Courses called Mind Body Philosophy. The presenter is Professor Patrick 
Grimm from the State University of New York at Stony Brook.   

Tuesday June 6, 2017 at 6:30pm two sessions will be presented. These are "Mind, Body, and Questions of 
Consciousness" and "Mind and Body in Greek Philosophy" 

Tuesday June 20, 2017 at 6:30pm two sessions will be presented.  These are "Eastern Perspectives on Mind and Body" 
and “Using the Body to Shape the Mind" 

Please contact Ken Clayborn at kclayborn52@gmail.com for additional details. 

Yoga Class at UUFE: Thursdays from 6 - 7 PM 
Taught by Kristen Smith. The charge is $10.00 per class - you do not have to come to all classes. 
Please bring a yoga mat. No prior experience needed. Yoga is an excellent program for 
increasing flexibility, strength and balance, as well as reducing stress. 
Questions: contact TJ Shaum at 574-536-7057. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

* = off site event 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

1 

 
 
4p Adult RE 
6p Yoga 
 

2 

Anthony 
 Robinson 
Elaine Stevens 
 
 

3 
Laurie Brown 

4 

9a Forum 
10a TY Service 
 
 

5 

 
 
 
 
 

6 

Beth LeFever 
 
 
6:30p Science and 
Society 

7  

Shannon Richards 
 
 
6p Board Meeting 
 

8 

 
 
4p Adult RE 
6p Yoga 

9 

 
 
 

10 

 

11  
Audry Hunsberger 
9a Forum 
10a Service  
 
4pMusicListeners* 

12 

 

13 

 
 
 
 

14 

 
 
 
 
 

15 

 
 
4p Adult RE 
6p Yoga 

16 

 
 

 

17 

Judy Gibson 
 

 

18 

9a Forum 
10a Service 
 
 

19 

 

20 

William Becker 
Gordon Hostetler 
 
6:30p Science and 
Society 

21 

Owen Koehler 
 
 

22 

Emily Searles 
 
4p Adult RE 
6p Yoga 

23 

 
24 

Julian Hunsberger 

25 

9a Forum 
10a Jazz Worship 
Brunch (Potluck) 
 
 

26 

 

27 

 
 
 
6p Ladies Euchre* 

28 

 
 
 
6:30p Feasters 
@Mango Cafe* 

29 

Leslie Michaels 
 
4p Adult RE 
6p Yoga 

30 

Sandy Imanse 

 



 

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart 

1732 Garden Street 

Elkhart, IN 46514 
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with love to: 

Our Month of “Zest” Sundays — June 2017 

Service Topics 

4 Thank You   
Geneele Crump and Rev. Amy present the annual service where individuals and groups get thanks and receive 
(very inexpensive, token, “punny”) gifts for their work. Who gets socks this year? As always, we open up the 
service in the middle for you, the congregation, to thank those we did not.   

 
11 Humanism and The Unitarian Universalist Belief System  

Ken Clayborn will speak to the congregation. 

18 Dr. Seuss As You Have Never Seen Him  
Kevin DeBeck, historian and student minister, shares with us how Theodore Geisel resisted tyranny through 
political cartoons well before his fame for writing children’s books. It’s Father’s Day, too. Go to brunch at Kelly 
Jae’s in Goshen for their first Pride Brunch.  

25 Jazz Worship Brunch  
We skipped potluck on June 18 so we can enjoy each other’s company and cooking during Elkhart’s Jazz 
Festival.  

 


