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At the General Assembly in New Orleans all the ministers sang a song together and it has 

stuck with me. At the onset of many UU groups becoming Sanctuary Congregations it is 

sung about immigration. At GA we sang it for each other when both the presidents of the 

Association and the Ministers Association stepped down and we all felt a bit off balance. It 

gives me a fuller, richer feeling about any work we proclaim by becoming a sanctuary for 

others. 

Make us aware we / are a sanctuary / each made holy, loved right through  

With Thanksgiving, we are living / Sanctuary anew 

—hear the melody at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YJhIyqu77Dg 

It is based on a Christian piece by Randy Scruggs,  

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, / pure and holy, tried and true; 

with thanksgiving, I’ll be a living / sanctuary for you. 

The new words open our hearts for each of us, regardless of our beliefs, to be a sanctuary 

for anybody in need of safe harbor.   

Lately I have been humming it to myself frequently as I silently pray. 

“Would that I be a sanctuary for any person who is a survivor of assault, especially women, 

who finds herself triggered by recent news stories. 

Would that I be a sanctuary for any man who is examining his past and experiencing new 

thoughts about being an ally for the women in his life. 

Would that I be a sanctuary for any person struggling with depression, loneliness, anxiety, 

anything that causes them to feel less than loved right through. 
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UUFE is a  

Welcoming Congregation 

member of the Unitarian 

Universalist Association. 

 
_____________________________ 

Love is the spirit of this church 
and service is its law. 

To dwell together in peace, 
to seek the truth in love, 
and to help one another, 

This is our covenant. 

_____________________________ 

The Fellowship Focus is published 
monthly.  Members and friends are 

invited to submit news and photos.  Send 
text or attachments via email to editor 

Katrina Wilson monthly by the 15th 
(katskirx@gmail.com). 

Send address changes and subscription 
requests (email or print edition) to 

David Stokely (dstokely@infionline.net). 

 UUFE 
(574) 264-6525 

UUElkhart@gmail.com 

President of the Board 

Chuck Bower 

574-361-6166 

chuck@hawthorneservices.com 

Minister 

Rev. Amy DeBeck 

574-304-1282 

amydebeck@gmail.com 

Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Gordon Gibson 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

Rental Agent 
Dwight Fish 

574-536-9973 
fish73@comcast.net 

UUFE Calendar 
Terry Mark, as President-elect, is managing the UUFE calendar. We 

have transitioned to include more events on the uufe.org website 

calendar, which is found by clicking on the About Us, News, 

Worship, or other page links. You will find the calendar displayed in 

the right side column of these pages. We will rely on uufe.org to 

track events, building rentals, etc. 

To reserve for a UUFE event, contact Terry (574-361-6210). 

To rent our space, contact Dwight Fish, (574-536-9973). 

Terry will periodically print 2-3 months ahead and post in the church 

office. Please do NOT write anything on the printed calendar. One 

final thing, if your event ALSO requires posting in the weekly email 

sent by Ron Gill, please notify Ron separately via email 

at uufeupdate@ gmail.com. 

Would that we be and do whatever is needed for our undocumented 

friends, neighbors, and family members. 

Would that we as a people of faith live our commitment to sanctuary 

in all of its forms with joyful and earnest Thanksgiving.   

Amen.” 

I invite you to spend this month of October seeking to find times and 

places where you are a sanctuary, and those times and places where 

you seek sanctuary. May we be in community, living sanctuary anew. 

In peace and love, 

Rev. Amy 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Book Recommendations for October 
 
 The Great Alone by Kristin Hannah. A story told through the eyes of 13-year-old Lenora Allbright whose family 

moves from Seattle to Alaska in 1974. Her father, a former Vietnam POW seeks a better future away from the 
noise and nightmares that plague him but the family is unprepared and is challenged both by the isolation and 
long winters in Alaska and the father’s psychological problems. 

 Still Life with Rice* by Helie Lee. A beautiful memoir written by the author in her grandmother's voice. You will 
learn a lot about Korean history and an indomitable woman who keeps her family together despite all the odds. 
(Available only in the Goshen Library.) 

 The President is Missing by Bill Clinton and James Patterson. The White House is the home of the President of 
the United States, the most guarded, monitored, closely watched person in the world. So how could a U.S. 
President vanish without a trace? 

 Cave of Bones by Anne Hillerman. Lots of Navajo culture mixed in with a great mystery story about a tribal police 
officer who comes to speak to a group of at-risk children only to discover one girl, Annie, is traumatized from 
having just discovered a human skeleton. 

 How to Mellify a Corpse: and Other Human Stories of Ancient Science and Superstition by Vicki León. This is a 
series of short stories that combine history and humor to tell tales of science and superstition in the ancient 
world, from Athens and Rome to Mesopotamia, the Holy Land, Egypt, and Carthage. 

 The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot. Cells were taken from Henrietta Lacks without her 
knowing of it to be used in developing the polio vaccine and in cancer research. These cells became the first 
"immortal" human cells grown in culture and they are still alive today although Lacks isn’t. This story tells about 
the dark history of experimentation on African Americans and the birth of bioethics. 

Books marked * available through interlibrary loan. All other books are available through the Elkhart Public Library.  
If you would like to recommend a book, contact Gloria Salavarria at 343-0310 or email skaggscat@maplenet.net 

Humanist Forum September 2018 Events: 

Thursday, October 4, 6:30 pm: Hungry Humanists Meet for Dinner at Bangkok Thai 

We'll venture into Elkhart this month. The restaurant serves excellent Thai food in a nice, quiet and comfortable 

setting. They are located a short distance east of Cassopolis Av, on the south side of the street. RSVP to https://

www.meetup.com/Humanist-Forum/. 

Saturday, October 13, 10:00 am to 1:00 pm: Help cleanup O’Brien Park and Woods, and get a free lunch.  

We'll meet at 10 am at the gazebo outside the O'Brien Park Admin. Building. This is a family-friendly event. Clean 

restrooms are available, and O'Brien will supply gloves, trash bags, and other equipment. We'll work until noon, then 

return to the gazebo for a picnic lunch supplied by the Humanist Forum. For more information and RSVP, see https://

www.meetup.com/Humanist-Forum/. 

Thursday, October 18, 6:30 pm, River Park Library, South Bend: Documentary: “Marjoe” 

Marjoe Gortner became a Bible Belt star when he was ordained as a minister in 1949 at age 4. He and his parents 

toured the country, raking in offerings from eager crowds, until Marjoe’s father absconded with the money eight years 

later. Marjoe broke away from the evangelical circuit for a time, then returned in his late teens. His audiences never 

knew that he was no longer a believer. Later, in his 20’s Marjoe made a break once and for all when he repudiated 

the religious show-biz life he'd been forced to lead by his fundamentalist parents. He invited a film crew to follow him 

on his last tour, and he discusses his performances afterwards. The movie is a fascinating expose of how some prey 

on religious people. RSVP to https://www.meetup.com/Humanist-Forum/. 

Local Connections: Events Outside UUFE 
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Sunday, October 21st after Service: 

Tea with the Minister 

Anyone wishing to ask questions or learn more about 

Unitarian Universalism or UUFE is welcome to attend. 

All meetings are in the minister's office except for 

potluck Sunday, when there will be a special table 

designated. 

Future dates: December 2nd, January 13th 

The Red Tent Book Discussion & Bible Study 

The first meeting for a Bible study with Rev. Amy is Sunday, October 14 at noon. Attend this brief meeting to get 

copies of the book and be sure we know how to read Bible passages and where/how to look them up. We will 

schedule 3 meetings to discuss the book and biblical parallels, and one extra day for an outing if the group chooses. 

Look for sign up sheets to begin small group ministry circles in November. 
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Trunk or Treat 

October 29, 5pm-8pm 

Have no fear, the annual Trunk or Treat is here! Come for a fun, spooky time at UUFE. There will be kid 

and adult friendly activities, refreshments, and the actual trunk-or-treating.  

Don’t forget to dress up for the costume contest! 

Fall UUFE roadside clean-up on C.R.  9 

Please meet at the CVS at the corner of Bristol St. and C.R. 9 at 9am on Saturday, October 27, 2018. 

Please contact Steve Cripe if you can help. 574-370-8090 or srcripe@yahoo.com 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

UUFE Feasters  This fun group of foodies visit area restaurants at lunch gatherings held at 11:30am on the fourth 
Wednesday of the month. 

October 24, Fiddler's Hearth, 127 N. Main South Bend 

November 28, Miso Japan, Pike St., Goshen 

For reservations and/or questions please contact Mary Adams at createnjoy@yahoo.com or at (619)921-0613 by Monday 
prior to the meal so that she has time to make any necessary reservations. 

Spirit Seekers meet Thursdays in the Children's house at 4pm. All curious spirit seekers are encouraged to attend. For 

more information, contact Jim Todd at jwtley2000@yahoo.com or 574-612-9207.  

Eleven Music Listeners met Sunday, September 16 at Don Hershberger’s house. We listened to a variety of genres 
including swing, big band, folk, pop, blues, chamber, show, and orchestral music. We had ice cream cake provided by Emily 
Morrison for our snack along the way. Our next meeting will be at the Doris Stickel and Dave Stokely’s house on 
October 28 at 4pm. Our November meeting will be on the 11th at Gordon and Phyllis Hostetler’s house. All who read this 
are invited to attend and bring up to 10 minutes of recorded music to share. CDs are preferred. If you are new to the group, 
please give the host a call so that adequate preparation for seating and the refreshments can be made. Doris and Dave’s 
phone is 522-5430 and the Hostetlers’ is 293-2924. 

The Science and Society group meets on first and third Tuesdays of each month at 4pm in the Children’s House at UUFE. 

Last month we began to vary our programs, so that the discussions cover a wider range of subjects. On the first Tuesday of 
each month we will open the floor for a presentation of up to one hour by any interested participant, as long as the subject 
matter is pertinent to the theme of “Science” and “Society”. This presentation time allows for questions and discussion.   

On the second Tuesday (and if no one steps up on the first Tuesday) we will continue to view the video from The Great 
Courses entitled "Understanding the Inventions That Changed the World”. The presenter is W. Bernard Carlson who is the 
Chair of Engineering and Society at the University of Virginia and serves on the Board of Directors for the National Inventors 
Hall of Fame. 

Tuesday, October 2 at 4pm: Ken Clayborn will review the importance of learning about and using critical thinking 
skills. He will summarize ideas from Carl Sagan’s essay on “The Fine Art of Baloney Detection”. This discussion will include 
thoughts on spotting false arguments and learning to construct a solid argument.  

Tuesday, October 16 at 4pm: We will view & discuss the following two 30 minute lectures from the Inventions that 
Changed the World videos:  "Telescopes and Microscopes" and "The Caravel and Celestial Navigation". 

Yoga Class at UUFE: Thursdays from 6 - 7 PM 
Taught by Kristen Smith. The charge is $10.00 per class - you do not have to come to all classes. 
Please bring a yoga mat. No prior experience needed. Yoga is an excellent program for increasing 
flexibility, strength and balance, as well as reducing stress. 
Questions: contact TJ Shaum at 574-536-7057. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

* = off site event 1 2 

 
 
4p Science and 
Society 
 

3 

 
 

4 

 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 
 

5 

 
 

6 

 
 
 
 
 

7  
9a Forum 
10a Service 
 

8 

 

9 

 
 
 
ECT Second Stage? 

10 

 
 
 

11  

 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 
 

12 

 

 

13  

14 

9a Forum 
10a Service 
12p Bible Study 
kick off meeting 

15 

 

16 

 
 
4p Science and 
Society 

17 

 
 
 

18  

 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 
 

19 

 
 
 
 

20 

 
 
 
 

21 
9a Forum 
10a Service 
11:15a Potluck/
Tea with the 
Minister 

22 

 
 
 

23 

 
 
6pm Women’s 
Euchre* 

24  

 
11:30a Feasters* 
@Fiddler’s Hearth 

25  

 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 
 

26  

 

27  

9a CR9 Cleanup 

28 

9a Forum 
10a Service 
4p Music 
Listeners* 
 

29 

 
 
5-8p Trunk or 
Treat 

30  

 
 
 

31  
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with love to: 

Our Month of “Sanctuary” Sundays — October 2018 

Service Topics 

7 Volunteering With Refugees 
Guest speaker Karen Dawson shares today’s message. Karen is a life-long Unitarian. She now lives on a lake 
near North Webster, IN and works at the Syracuse Public Library. We look forward to her challenging message. 

14 Blessing of the Animals 
Rev. Amy invites you to bring your well-behaved, leashed pet, or a picture, or a stuffed animal. We will honor 
our best friends.  

21 Sanctuary  
We will discuss all of the ways we can provide Sanctuary during the service. After, during potluck, Rev. Amy will 
be at a special table to chat with newer people who might have questions or observations about UUFE at a Tea 
with the Minister.  

28 Safe Spaces  
What does it men to create or hold safe space for groups? Why is this even necessary? As many of us seek to 
move from being allies to accomplices these are some shifts we need to know about and make.  

 


