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Creativity 
In a kindergarten class the students are allowed to draw whatever they want. As the teacher walks between the 

desks, she stops at Susie’s and asks what she is drawing with such concentration. “God.” says Susie. The 

teacher responds, “Oh, nobody knows what God looks like!”  To which Susie responds, “They will when I finish 

this drawing.” 

Creativity is our theme and in its exploration I thought of this story. Each of us has our own understanding of 

God, or the divine, or that which is important to us. Is it embodied? Gendered? Or is it a shapeless energy? Is 

there nothing that guides the universe, and chaos or randomness rules? What does THAT look like? Talking 

about a part of ourselves that we cannot see and are never really sure about requires some creativity. 

When we are creative, however that looks—acting in a play, putting brush to canvas, singing or creating 

music—however we choose to create something, I believe we are expressing our inner divinity. Our spirituality, 

our creativity, both are conduits to another realm. 

Creativity is naturally within each of us. Some may have more talent or skill at expressing it, 

but we all have it. When we experience something that sparks our spirit, the heart skips a 

beat. Feelings arise. Think about the feeling we get from singing together. Creating that 

sound is uplifting just as it feels to view a piece of our making. Or tasting a recipe that came 

out great. How does your understanding of God or the divine interact with your feelings in 

these transcendent times? Perhaps art is God for you? 

Creativity is a link between this world and the next. The whole month of May we will be 

surrounded by miracles as we view the blooms and blossoms of Spring, but Nature is not a 

solo artist. Pick up a crayon, paintbrush, sewing machine, or piano and show us where your 

Spirituality is. Be like that Kindergartener, Susie, who just wanted to share and educate 

what her God looked like. Create! 

In peace with love, 

Rev. Amy 
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UUFE is a  

Welcoming Congregation 

member of the Unitarian 

Universalist Association. 

 
_____________________________ 

Love is the spirit of this church 
and service is its law. 

To dwell together in peace, 
to seek the truth in love, 
and to help one another, 

This is our covenant. 

_____________________________ 

The Fellowship Focus is published 
monthly.  Members and friends are 

invited to submit news and photos.  Send 
text or attachments via email to editor 

Katrina Wilson monthly by the 15th 
(katskirx@gmail.com). 

Send address changes and subscription 
requests (email or print edition) to 

David Stokely (dstokely@infionline.net). 

 UUFE 
(574) 264-6525 

UUElkhart@gmail.com 

President of the Board 

Geneele Crump 

574-875-6399 

geneele@aol.com 

Minister 

Rev. Amy DeBeck 

574-304-1282 

revdebeck@aol.com 

Minister Emeritus 
Rev. Gordon Gibson 
Knoxville, Tennessee 

Rental Agent 
Dwight Fish 

574-536-9973 
fish73@comcast.net 

UUFE Calendar: 

Chuck Bower, as President-elect, is managing the UUFE calendar. We 

have transitioned to include more events on the uufe.org website 

calendar, which is found by clicking on the About Us, News, Worship or 

other page links. You will find the calendar displayed in the right side 

column of these pages. We will rely on uufe.org to track events, building 

rentals, etc. 

To reserve for a UUFE event, contact Chuck (574-361-6166). 

To rent our space, contact Dwight Fish, (574-536-9973). 

Chuck will periodically print 2-3 months ahead and post in the church 

office. Please do NOT write anything on the printed calendar. One final 

thing, if your event ALSO requires posting in the weekly email sent by 

Ron Gill, please notify Ron separately via email at uufeupdate@ 

gmail.com. 

Reverend Amy’s Schedule 

Mondays DAY OFF 

Wednesdays 10am to noon 

Community Office Hours at the Black Crow Coffee 

Cafe & Gourmet Shoppe, 224 S Main St, Elkhart. 

Thursdays Office Hours 4pm to 6pm 

Come to UUFE to visit with Rev. Amy before yoga. 

As usual, call, text, or email Rev. Amy any time.  

For anybody who has asked about the DeBeck graduates 

Kevin graduates from Meadville Lombard on Sunday, May 20 at 3pm. 

Location: First Unitarian Church of Chicago  

5650 S Woodlawn Ave, Chicago, IL 60637 Phone: (773) 324-4100 

Bridging Ceremony for Henry (and please let me know if there are other 

graduates) on May 27 at UUFE led by the Rev. Dr. Michael Tino. 

DeBeck Graduation Party to celebrate Henry graduating Class of 2018 

Elkhart Central High School and Kevin Class of 2018 Meadville Lom-

bard Theological School on Saturday, June 16 from 5pm until 9pm. 
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Book Recommendations for May 
 

 Elizabeth of York by Alison Weir. The mother of Henry VIII and the first Tudor queen, Elizabeth of York’s life spanned one of 
England’s most dramatic and perilous periods. Elizabeth’s marriage to Henry VII united the houses of York and Lancaster 
and signaled the end of the Wars of the Roses. 

 Your Cabin in the Woods by Conrad Meinecke. Yes, this book is about carpentry in building a cabin but it also is campfire 
philosophizing in which Meinecke share his philosophy with respect to nature and living a simple, contemplative life. This is 
a nice mix of practicality and philosophy. 

 The Signature of All Things by Elizabeth Gilbert, author of “Eat, Pray, Love” returns with a story that spans the 18th and 
19th centuries to center on an unlikely couple—Alma, a botanist, and Ambrose, an artist. This couple pursue their need to 
understand the workings of this world and the mechanisms behind all life. 

 The Warmth of Other Suns by Isabel Wilkerson. A story of America’s great migration of blacks from the South as told in the 
journey of three Southern blacks, each representing a different decade of the Great Migration as well as a different 
destination. Through this, Wilkerson highlights the fact that the exodus was a continuous phenomenon spanning six 
decades and it involved a boldness in jumping onto a train and leaving behind all that was familiar to head into the unknown. 

 Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles. Russia's new Soviet masters have sentenced Count Alexander Rostov to house 
arrest in Moscow's luxurious Metropol hotel which is across from the Kremlin. There he lives out his days in an attic room 
while some of the most tumultuous decades in Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel’s doors. 

All books are available through the Elkhart Public Library. If you would like to recommend a book, contact Gloria Salavarria at 
343-0310 or email skaggscat@maplenet.net 

From the South Bend congregation, a Women’s Spirituality Circle event with a labyrinth walk on St. Mary’s campus: 

Women's Red Tent Circle Gathering, Monday, May 21, 6:00 pm 

Enjoy friendship with other women as we meet off-site for an evening of touring the bleeding hearts along with colorful blooms at 

the St. Mary's labyrinth and garden. Contemplative in nature, the labyrinth offers serenity and an opportunity to walk in beauty 

way. Bring a plant or two and seeds to share for our Green Woman Plant and Seed Exchange!  

Afterwards, we will caravan over to nearby Bob Evans Restaurant for a bite to eat. 

Contact Diana Mendelsohn, diana79mendelsohn@gmail.com or phone 574.277-7456.  

 

Humanist Forum  Events May 2018—also see http://www.MeetUp.com/Humanist-SouthBend 

Hungry Humanists Meet For Dinner and Fundraiser at Taphouse on the Edge, 1803 South  Bend Avenue, South Bend, 
Thursday May 3, 11 am – 9 pm. This is a fundraiser all day at your leisure OR join Hungry Humanists Meet Up for Dinner 
@ 6:30 pm OR purchase a gift card over the phone! 
Be sure to tell them you're with the Humanist Forum. Our organization will receive a portion of the food bill as a donation. The 
Taphouse offers 23 craft beers on tap and the food menu features a very wide range of dishes from pub hamburgers and unique 
gastro pub entrees you won't find anywhere else. http://taphouseontheedge.com/. 
 
The Humanist Forum Presents … McCollum v. Board of Education, a documentary 
Thursday, May 17, 6:30 pm at the River Park Library, 2022 Mishawaka Avenue, South Bend. 
This case, which went to the Supreme Court in late 1947 and was decided in 1948, decided the issue of whether public schools 
could support religious education by setting aside class time for religious instruction. In a landmark First Amendment decision, 
the Court ruled 8-1 that the public schools in this case were entangled with religious instruction – using public facilities and public 
funds – which was unconstitutional. After the movie is finished, we’ll discuss how things have changed (or not) since that 
time. The public is welcome and there is no admission charge. More information is available at http://www.MeetUp.com/
Humanist-Forum. 

Local Connections: Events Outside UUFE 

https://maps.google.com/?q=1803+South+Bend+Avenue,+South+Bend&entry=gmail&source=g
https://maps.google.com/?q=1803+South+Bend+Avenue,+South+Bend&entry=gmail&source=g
http://taphouseontheedge.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=2022+Mishawaka+Avenue,+South+Bend&entry=gmail&source=g
http://www.meetup.com/Humanist-Forum
http://www.meetup.com/Humanist-Forum
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Volunteers of the Month 
At the April meeting the UUFE Board of Trustees proudly selected Kevin DeBeck, 
Zanzer Anderson, and Oxana Werbiansky as Volunteers of the Month for May. They 
accompanied nine members of our youth group (The Pandas) to Boston for spring 
break. This trip has been many months in the planning stages and the youth, as well 
as the leaders, have all worked very hard to do the fundraising to make this happen. 

Each of the adults were responsible for three members of the group from the 
beginning to the end of the trip. The group was able to visit several historic 

sites. Important sites, not just from the perspective of American history, but for the Unitarian and Universalist 
connections as well. They visited the Old North Church and Paul Revere's house and attended Easter services at 
UU Cambridge. They toured Kings Chapel and the burial ground there where the gravestone stands 
which contains the scarlet letter A, which inspired Nathaniel Hawthorne's novel. They were also able to 
tour the UUA and made several stops on the Freedom Trail to discuss the intersection of our religious 
history and the history of the early American colonies. The visit to the Aquarium was an opportunity to 
reinforce our Seventh Principle of the interconnected web of life with the young people. 

Thanks to Kevin, Zanzer, and Oxana for setting a great example for our young people as well as the 
rest of the UUFE family. We applaud you! 

Board Report April 2018 
This month the Board of Trustees: 

 Prepared for the Town Hall meeting on the parking lot 

 Discussed the ministerial evaluation and decided on a protocol 

 Decided to approach the Endowment for help paying the $11,000 bill from ServPro, taking it from monies earned 

over the past fiscal year 

 Heard the Buildings and Grounds Committee needs new members 

 Heard we do not yet have any viable candidates for the RE Coordinator position 

 Received the slate of officers for next year 

 Gratefully accepted Linda Arbogast’s donation of her electronic piano 

 Prepared for the annual meeting on May 20 

 Chose Zanzer Anderson, Kevin DeBeck and Oxana Werbiansky as volunteers of the month for taking the Pandas 

to Boston 

If you have any questions or concerns, please don’t hesitate to ask one of the Board members! 

Geneele Crump, President        Chad Crabtree 

Chuck Bower, President-Elect        Ron Gill 

Ken Clayborn, Treasurer         Lorna Lane 

Shari Mellin, Secretry         Terry Mark 
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Parking Lot Progress Update 
The Parking Lot Task Force, consisting of Geneele Crump, Karen Kehr, and Jim Lindzy, hosted a town hall after the 
service on Sunday, April 15. The purpose of the town hall was to communicate progress on a plan for repair and 
improvement of the west parking lot. Ironically, sustained rain caused the parking lot to fill with water during the 
morning, providing a visual example of one of the major issues with our present parking lot. 

The task force reviewed their findings to date, including estimates received and requested, an overview of the first 
design estimate received from the Troyer Group, and the status of a second estimate requested from Abonmarche. 

Geneele provided an introduction and Karen took the congregation through a series of slides that illustrate an 
understanding of parking lot deficiencies, an initial plan, surface considerations, and the process for moving ahead. A 
fact sheet of information was passed out. Geneele discussed potential payment options. The task force then opened 
it up to questions. 

Here are some of the questions, with brief answers: 

1. How long will the project take? Approximately 2 months to obtain the design plan, 2-3 months for city approval, 
and 2 months for construction work, once a contractor is secured. 

2. Can the project be done in phases with usable parking throughout the whole project? Yes 

3. What are the considerations for pervious vs. non-pervious? Pervious surfaces are surfaces that allow water to 
flow through them due to more porous nature of the surface. Non-pervious surfaces are more durable than 
pervious due to damage caused by crumbling from tires turning on pervious surfaces. Pervious is also far more 
expensive. 

4. Why not sell our existing building and buy or build another? It would be complex to sell our current property, for a 
number of reasons, not the least of which is our history, investment and emotional attachment to it. However, the 
task force is willing to explore this option. 

5. What are all of the options for funding this project?  Capital campaign, use of endowment, mortgage. 

6. Is a mortgage better, if the interest rate is lower than our earnings on our endowment? This would certainly be 
considered. 

7. Can construction companies design the project more feasibly, then quote it, vs. a design firm creating the detailed 
plans, then requesting bids from construction companies? We have been advised against this by the city planner 
due to the complexity of codes and requirements for parking lots. A design firm is most knowledgeable of city 
regulations.  

8. What can we do to lower our cost of the project? Landscaping, land clearing, seeking variances on items like 
curbing, use asphalt instead of concrete, reusing parts of existing lot that are sound (drywells, paving base). 

9. Can we use a Chalice Lighters grant, or other grant to help fund the project? This is something worth considering, 
although it would likely be a very small percentage of the overall cost. 

The next step in this process is the delivery of the second pre-proposal from the design firm, Abonmarche, by May 
15. The board will evaluate this pre-proposal and recommend next steps that will be discussed at the Annual Meeting 
on May 20. Task force members are happy to answer your questions or provide you with a copy of the Parking Lot 
Information Sheet. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

UUFE Feasters  This fun group of foodies visit area restaurants. We will be continuing with our lunch gatherings at  
11:30am on the fourth Wednesday of the month. 

May 23 - Tiffany's Restaurant, 414 E. Lake St., Topeka 

June 20 - Capri Italian Restaurant, 50827 Princess Way, Granger 

July 25 - Aunt Karen's Cafe, 129B Orpha Dr., Middlebury 

Aug 22 - Granite City, 6501 Grape Rd., Mishawaka 

Sep 26 - Prime Table Restaurant, 1915 S. 11th St., Niles 

For reservations and/or questions please contact Mary Adams at createnjoy@yahoo.com or at (619)921-0613 by Monday 
prior to the meal so that she has time to make any necessary reservations. 

Spirit Seekers meet Thursdays in the Children's house at 4pm. All curious spirit seekers are encouraged to attend. For 

more information, contact Jim Todd at jwtley2000@yahoo.com or 574-612-9207.  

Ten Music Listeners met Sunday April 8, at Susan Arneaud’s house. We listened to jazz, pop and classical music. Supper, 
lasagna followed by custard pie and ‘shoe string apple pie’ was well appreciated. 

Our next gathering will be at Doris and Dave Stickel Stokely’s house at 4pm on May 13. The June meeting will be at Ken 
and Deb Inglefield’s house on Sunday, June 10, at 4pm. All who read this are invited to attend and bring up to 10 minutes of 
recorded music to share. Those who are new to the Music Listening Group please call the hosts so that adequate 
arrangements can be made for seating and the light supper. Doris and Dave’s phone is 522-5430 and Ken and Deb’s is 269
-699-9160. 

Science and Society meets first and third Tuesdays at 4pm in the Children ’s House at UUFE. 

During May we will continue to view the 24 part series from the Great Courses entitled Your Deceptive Mind:  A Scientific 
Guide to Critical Thinking Skills by Professor Steven Novella, an Academic Neurologist at Yale School of Medicine. These 
lectures are each one half hour in length and we view two per evening. 

On Tuesday May 1 at 4pm please join us in the Children's House for the following two lectures: 
 "Science  versus Pseudoscience" and "The Many Kinds of Pseudoscience"   

On Tuesday April 15 at 4pm please join us in the Children's House for the following two lectures: 
 "The Trap of Grand Conspiracy Thinking" and "Denialism Rejecting Science and History" 

For more details, contact Ken Clayborn at kclayborn52@gmail.com 

Yoga Class at UUFE: Thursdays from 6 - 7 PM 
Taught by Kristen Smith. The charge is $10.00 per class - you do not have to come to all classes. 
Please bring a yoga mat. No prior experience needed. Yoga is an excellent program for increasing 
flexibility, strength and balance, as well as reducing stress. 
Questions: contact TJ Shaum at 574-536-7057. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 

 
 
4p Science and 
Society 

2 

 
 
 

3 

 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

4 

 
 

 

5 

Peg Cook 

 

6  
9a Forum 
10a Service 
 
1-8p Private Event 
5-7p Youth Group 

7 

 

8 

Madison Wilson 
 
 

9 

 
 
6p Board Meeting 

10 

 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

11 

 
 
5-9 Leadership 
Development 
Workshop, Part 1 

12 

8-5 Leadership 
Development 
Workshop, Part 2 

13 

 
9a Forum 
10a Service 
 
4pMusicListeners* 

14 

Louie Gurka 
Olin Zuercher 

15 

 
 
4p Science and 
Society 

16 

Isabela Lindzy 
 
 

17 

 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

18 

Willow Galicia 
 
 
 

19 

 
 
 
 

209a Forum 

10a Service 
11:15a Potluck & 
Annual 
Congregational 
Meeting 

21 

 
 
 

22 

 
 
 
6pm Women’s 
Euchre* 

23 

 
11:30a Feasters* 
@ Tiffany’s 

24 

 
 
4p Spirit Seekers 
6p Yoga 

25  

 

26 

 
 

27 

Richard Garner 
9a Forum 
10a Service 
 
5-7p Youth Group 

28 

Vern Thomas 

29 

 

30 

 

31 

Chris French 
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1732 Garden Street 
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with love to: 

Our Month of “Creativity” Sundays — May 2018 

Service Topics 

6 Pandas In Boston 
In early April our youth group and leaders went to Boston to explore, learn more about UU, and build 
momentum as a group. Today they share pictures and lessons. Gratitude for all who bought baked potato 
dinners and other fundraisers abound as they share their stories.  

13 For So The Children Come 
On this Sunday we celebrate Mother’s day with our annual Flower Ceremony, commemorating the Rev. Norbert 
Capek. Bring a flower and go home with a different one, a communion and exchange symbolizing our 
differences even as we are all beautiful.  

20 Ceridwyn Snow Explains it All 
On this Annual meeting Sunday, when the whole DeBeck family is in Chicago for Kevin’s Meadville Lombard 
graduation, who better to gather us together than our home-grown student astrophysicist? Come to worship 
and stay for our potluck and annual meeting.  

27 Everything Possible: Rev. Dr. M ichael Tino and Bridging  
All of the students involved in a transition this year get to bridge form one group to the next. 6th graders going 
into middle school, 8th graders going into high school, and high school seniors bridging into Young Adulthood. 
Join Rev. Dr. Tino as he bridges our youth and brings his special message for us all.  


