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June 2008

Summer Sunday Mornings at UUFE

9:30 — 10:15 In the Meeting House
Adult Forum
10: 30 — 11:30 In the Meeting House
Sunday Service
Enrichment Activities for Children
Tender, Loving Childcare for Infants and Toddlers

During the summer, Sunday mornings change a bit. There are no
pre-service educational offerings for adults or children. A pro-
gram of enrichment activities is offered for children and youth
during the 10:30 service time.

June 1, 2008

9:30 - Adult Forum

10:30 -Flower Communion and Religious Education Recogni-
tion” - Dr. Proctor

On the first Sunday of June, as is the tradition, we celebrate
Flower Communion. Bring a flower and take another home to
symbolize the gifts given and received in our community. The
dispersal of the flowers used to symbolize the scattering of the
UU congregations during the summer months when no services
were held. Although that does not happen anymore, the services
do take on a more relaxed tone. This day, we will also recognize
the children and youth of the Sunday School, their teachers and
the graduates who participate. Please note that, except for the
youngest, the children will stay in the service this morning.



SUNDAY MORNINGS AT UUFE, cont’d

June 8, 2008

9:30 - Adult Forum

10:30 -“Questions? Questions? Questions?” - Dr. Proctor

I have only done one Question Box sermon in my years of preaching. This Sunday seems
like a good time to do another. On June 1, there will be question basket available to receive
your inquiries. You may also submit them by email to revdrpr@aol.com or by phone 571-
612-0729. TI’ll attempt to answer any and all submissions received by June 5.

June 15, 2008

9:30 - Adult Forum

10:30 -“The Beginning of the Beginning” - Dr. Proctor

It may seem strange that I have chosen to speak about beginnings in this, the last sermon of
my interim ministry here at UUFE. I take my cue (and the title) from H.G. Wells who wrote,
“The past is but the beginning of a beginning and all that is and has been is but the twilight of
the dawn.” Because it is the third Sunday, we’ll observe joys and concerns by lighting can-
dles and will gather for a potluck lunch following the service.

June 22, 2008

9:30 - Adult Forum

10:30 -“Annual Jazz Brunch with the Chris French Quartet” -

We will share a few words and lots of inspiring music, along with a potluck brunch! All visi-
tors are welcome!

June 29, 2008

9:30 - Adult Forum

10:30 -“The Courage to be Imperfect” - Beth Lefever

She will discuss how we are programmed, from early childhood, to be that most impossible
and most unappealing of all things — PERFECT.




From the Interim Minister’s Desk

o” In my May 25 sermon, “Growing Up: A Lifelong Affair,” | referred to a book | was
thenreadmg The Blue Zone: Lessons fo
> Lived the Longests written by Dan Buettner, described as a writer and explorer.
Some of his earlier work had been developed into a National Geographic cover story
titled “Secrets of Living Longer.” | have since finished the book and recommend it to
those of you who are interested in living a good life.

Notice | did not say a “long life.” Although the people who are portrayed in these pages are in their
90s and some are over 100, it is not only the length of their lives that impressed me. To be sure, there
is much good wisdom about eating (until one is 80% full, mostly plants) and exercise integrated into
daily life (walking, gardening, sitting down on the floor and getting up about ninety times a day!), but for
me, the real lessons were in the observations of the less tangible facets of the lives of these elders.

Each had a purpose for his or her life. For a Sardinian shepherd it was simply getting up to tend
his animals and provide for his family. To those in Okinawa it was ikigai the reason for getting up in
the morning) which included tending the gardens where they believe the ancestors live. (Scientifically,
there is a way this can be said to be true). For those on the Nicoyan Peninsula of Costa Rica, it is the
plan de vidaAll of the people in the book lived life in a community of family and friends, people they
saw everyday. In a number of families, generations lived together in one home. All of them lived close
to nature, and for the most part, their needs and expectations were so basic that they did not experi-
ence stress in the way that we do. In a couple of instances, Dan Beuttner couldn’t keep from asking if
these elders experience boredom; his inquiry was met with incomprehension or offense as in “how
could you even think that this life | am living is not enough?”

| am not foolish enough to think that we/l could live as these folks do. (For one thing, they don't
seem to read books.) However, as we reconsider our lives in light of (the heat of?) global warming and
high prices, and as | consider re-entering retirement (or whatever it is | am doing) perhaps there are
some insights to be gained from these people.

In peace,

Laurie
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/ Congratulations to UUFE’s New Officers

* In an annual meeting that lasted seventeen (17!) minutes on May 18, Ron Gill was

# voted President Elect and Jim Raudabaugh was elected Treasurer. The following were ,.33%
elected to the Board of Trustees: Ken Clayborn (3-year term), Dan Watson and Greg V' 4 ‘

" Koehler (each to a one-year term). Joan Clayborn will serve a 3-year term on the /&

# Nominating Committee and David Ball will serve a 5-year term on the Endowment 3

Committee. Harvey Lawrence will be a delegate to the General Assembly in Florida. ' 4 @

V4 ~ If you are interested in the packet of materials from the meeting, please contact the of- y 4

# fice for a copy.
g o op g . g o g RO R R E PP

PRy

3

\*%?

¥

Liwvi

n



AROUND THE MEETING HOUSE
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Come One, Come All ’%

iﬁ@ Doris Stickel and David Stokely iﬁ@
once again invite everyone to their

% house at 511 James Street for their %

% regular Independence Day celebra- %
tion, which will be on Friday the 4th

% this year. Come in the afternoon, %

% play croquet or volleyball or sit and %
watch and talk, then eat starting

% about 5:30 p.m. Hot dogs, hamburg- %
ers and pop will be furnished, and

% you are welcome to bring side dishes %

‘% or junk food to share. It will help to ‘%
bring a lawn chair. Around 9:00 you

% can saunter down to old Rice School %

‘% to watch the sun set and see the col- ‘%
ony of Chimney Swifts wheel around

% and prepare for the night, flying into %

% the large brick smokestack. Fire- %
works will be at Rice Field this year

% after dark. Come, bring your family %

% or a friend. %

tiiiiieii

I would like to thank those who are using
the Kroger gift card system. We have
received a check for $296 from Kroger.
The Kroger gift card and the Martin’s
script are a good way to add income to
UUFE without any extra cost to the user.
See Gene Wiswell for more details.

Jim Raudabaugh, Treasurer %g

-Need Help, Anyone? (We all do!)

Matt Tschetter is available as an independent
contractor for all manner of 'McGiver-ing':
Indoor/outdoor remodeling & construction
design & installation, carpentry, electrical,
plumbing, decking/patio, or innovative prob-
lem solving of fix-it challenges (especially
environmentally sound solutions). Also,
Heidi Rupley is available for sustainable gar-
den & landscape design consultation. Refer-
ences and pricing upon request. Home : 295-
4349, Cell: 215-4416; Email:
wdnine06(@verizon.net

Recommended ]
Summer Reading |
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" Bee Seasoby Myla Goldberg *

| Animals in Translation: Using the

\ Mysteries of Autism to Decode Animal H
‘ Behaviorby Temple Grandin and Cath- ]
\ erin Johnson * H
T Mary: A Flesh-and-Blood Biography
*of the Virgin Motherby Lesley Hazel-

© ton *

~Nicholas and Alexandréby Robert K. 7
" Massie * H
" Billy Bathgate’ by E.I. Doctorow * Il
~ Connections: Alternative History of 1
- Technologyby James Burke
|

\

\

\

* Books available at the Elkhart Public |
Library. |



Congregational Care Line
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_ Congratulations to Kristin Gill who earned her Bachelor of Science De-

& gree from Purdue University in Food Process Engineering. Kristin plans on
continuing her education in the fall graduate program This summer she is
working at Sarah Lee in Chicago.

Congratulations to Stephen Peltoron his graduation from Jimtown High School. Stephen
has been accepted at Manchester College, where he will major in History.

Congratulations Moxie Robinsonfor submitting two winning photographs to the TUT Web-
site. TUT is an acronym for Totally Unique Thoughts. Moxie’s photos are featured on e-
cards that you can send to your friends. Moxie’s cards can be viewed at www.tut.com and
clicking on ecards. Moxie’s cards are titled “Inward” and “Having A Dream”

We just received an update on Jake Imanse, from his mother, Sandy. Jacob entered Cass
County Jail on May 19th and will probably be there until the end of July. Jake can receive
cards and letters, but Sandy tells us not to send any items or money because all of his mail is
opened and anything but paper will be taken. Jake likes comics, particularly Garfield. Send
letters to: Jacob Imanse c/o Cass County Office of Sheriff 321 M62 North Cassopolis, MI
49031.

C

A note from the publications crew...

Articles for the Focus have been a bit thin as of late. We know that things are
happening because UUFE is a happening place. Won’t you please share with us
any of the following: news of an upcoming events in the congregation and in the
community, reports of past events, thank yous and anything else that might seem
appropriate. Thanks.

A A A A A A A N A A A A A A A A A A AN A A A Y A A VA AYE A AYAYAVAVAVAYAYAN
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Thank You. Thank You. Thank You.

We were privileged to hear from a variety of speakers during the month of May. Jim
and Nan Hobart were here for the stewardship dinner and for the service the following
day. The Ministerial Search Committee shared their three-year odyssey with us the fol-
lowing Sunday, May 11. That same Sunday, we were entertained by the Choir under
the direction of Doris Stickel, accompanied by Linda Arbogast. Hearing Jerry Shaw
sing an original piece written especially for his wife, Sheila, for Mother’s Day was a
special treat. On May 25, Jerry and Sheila’s nephew, Caleb Shaw, sang for us before
leaving for a summer of singing at Busch Gardens in Virginia.
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http://www.tut.com/

NEWS FROM THE BOARD AND COMMITTEES

ki

At the May 14 board of trustees meeting, the board:

-- Reviewed the first draft of a new policy manual prepared by Rev. Proctor, who recom-
mended that the board take the next year or so to review each section and edit the manual to
suit UUFE's needs.

-- Approved the proposed 2008-09 budget that will be presented to the congregation at the
annual meeting.

-- Considered whether UUFE should take official action in response to the recent cross-
burning incident in Elkhart. There was no consensus on what to do, especially given the
victims' desire to downplay any reaction.

-- Received a proposal from the lifespan religious education committee to move the pre-
school room to what is now the parlor of the RE Building. The proposal also detailed that
adult RE programs would take place in the evenings this fall.

-- Learned that the building committee was in the process of scheduling appointments with
seven candidates for designing and building of the expansion. The committee hopes to nar-
row the field to three by early June.

-- Selected Jim McConnell as volunteer of the month for his work and leadership in feeding
the homeless at Broadway Christian Parish.

On Behalf of the Stewardship Committee

Again, crews from UUFE and the Berrien UU Fellowship in St. Joseph (BUUF) traveled the 1-
hour distance to serve each other at each of our spring fellowship events: On , May 3", mem-
bers of BUUF came to Elkhart to serve at the Pledge Drive Kick-off event. They were Sue
Betz, Emily Bettencourt and Tom Hackley. And on Saturday, May 17", members from UUFE
served at BUUF’s 50™ Anniversary Year Kick-Off event. Kenley Inglefield, Sheila and Jerry
Shaw, Doris Stickel & David Stokely were the much-appreciated helpers at that event. And, of
course, the wondrous Evan helped at both events. It was wonderful to get a few of our members
together for these events; I hope to share more events in the coming year. Also it was delightful
to have Chris & Patty French again provide music for both events. BUUF is beginning to be as

enamored of them as we are at UUFE! Thanks so much to all of you who helped!

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

8% On Behalf of the Rest of Us...

Thanks to the Stewardship Committee and their fearless leader, Jess Koscher, for a a\p
smashingly successful Every Member Canvass. The dinner, decorations and entertain- 8%
ment were a delight. Although the pledge total was less than we had all hoped (thanks

to the economy), the work of the committee could not have been better. é

&
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Insert current calendar here



UUFE ROOTS
Opposing the Klan — Chapter 1

A recent cross-burning in Elkhart brings to mind activities of our minister emeritus,
the Rev. Dr. Gordon Gibson, and UUFE members 10 years ago. It was a time when we
were very conscious of race issues. Dozens of us were taking part in small community
interaction groups called “Study Circles on Race.” When a Klan rally at the county courts
building was planned for April 11, 1998, Gordon joined Mayor Jim Perron, Human
Rights Commission Director Vaughn Moreno, and other leaders to plan an alternative
“City of Peace” rally, to be held simultaneously at Pierre Moran Middle School.

In his “Ministerial Musings” in the May Focus,Gordon recalled the scene down-

town that day, with hundreds of police “protecting and surveilling three or four dozen
Klansmen, their supporters and their opponents.” “I am deeply concerned,” he wrote, “at
the expenditure of such large amounts of money and at the severe curtailing of civil liber-
ties at and near the demonstration site.” He expressed satisfaction that up to 3,000 people
of all colors and creeds, including UUFE'ers, had gathered at the “City of Peace” rally.
However, he felt some chagrin at the religious assumptions presented in prayers during its
ceremonies. “No one meant to trample on anyone else's beliefs,” he noted, “but we did.”

Gordon and several UUFE'ers also participated in a symbolic action later that day.
On a suggestion from Julia King, who had been part of a response to a Goshen Klan rally,
they brought cleaning tools and “cleansed” the county courts building parking lot of “the
hatred that had been spewed there earlier in the day.”

Unitarian Universalist Fellowship
1732 Garden Street
Elkhart, IN 46515

FIRST CLASS

The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Elkhart is a welcoming
community, encouraging religious freedom, nurturing individual,
spiritual and ethical growth, celebrating diversity, and
promoting a just and sustainable world.
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