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The Unitarian 
Universalist Fellowship 

of Elkhart is a welcoming 
community  

encouraging religious 
freedom, nurturing 

individual,  spiritual and 
ethical growth, 

celebrating diversity, and 
promoting a just and 

sustainable world. 

 

Sunday Mornings at UUFE 

9:30 Ð 10:15 All in the RE House 
Tender loving childcare for Infants and Toddlers  

Classes for Children  
Adult Enrishment Programs   

9:30 Ð 10:15  In the Meeting House 
Adult Forum  

10: 30 Ð 11:40 In the Meeting House 
We gather as a community of all ages for the Sunday service. 

Following the covenant, the adults in the congregation sing the 
children and youth on their way to activities in the basement 

classrooms. Tender loving childcare for Infants and Toddlers is 
offered in the ToddlerÕs Room downstairs. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 

February 3 

9:30 Ð Adult Forum  
           Youth RE: Taproots 
            Adult RE: ÒHealthy ChildrenÐHealthy PlanetÓ  
10:30 Ð 10:30 Ð ÒThe Courage of JobÓ Ð Dr. Proctor 
The story of Job is one that both fascinates and perplexes.  This 
morning I offer my take on what the story may say to us now. 
Loose plate recipients: Center for Community Justice  
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Sunday Mornings at UUFE, contÕd  
February 10  

9:30 Ð Adult Forum  
           Youth RE: Taproots 
          Adult RE:  ÒHealthy ChildrenÐHealthy PlanetÓ 
10:30 Ð ÒUnfinished Business: Charles Darwin and Evolving AwarenessÓ Ð Dr. Proctor 
The 199th anniversary of the birth of Charles Darwin is almost upon us. I mark the event with a 
reflection on the importance of his life & work.  Loose plate recipients: Habitat for Humanity 
of Elkhart County  
 
February 17 
9:30 Ð Adult Forum  
           Youth RE: Taproots 
           Adult RE:  ÒHealthy ChildrenÐHealthy PlanetÓ 
10:30 Ð ÒThe Better Angels of Our NatureÓ Ð Dr. Proctor 
This phrase is from Abraham LincolnÕs first inaugural address. It is a starting place to consider 
the importance of history in our lives.  Loose plate recipients: WVPE  
 
February 24 
9:30 Ð Adult Forum  
           Youth RE: Taproots 
           Adult RE:  ÒHealthy ChildrenÐHealthy PlanetÓ  
10:30ÐRestorative Justice/Revisited - John Bell & Rob Sambosky 
 
 
Loose plate recipients: Woodlawn Neighborhood Association  
 

From the Interim MinisterÕs Desk 
 

Recently, someone raised the question about whether the congregation has 
Òbitten off more than we can chew.Ó  I understand the sentiment behind the 
comment.  There is a lot going on; the search for a settled minister and the 
building project, both biggies, top the list.  If there was certainty about either, 
the sense of being snowed under (pardon the pun) might be lessened.  We do 
know that I will not be continuing beyond this summer; there is, at least, that bit 
of certainty. 

I opened the service on January 20 with a reading by Richard Gilbert that ended with these 
words: 

Our faith is an affirmation of our human capacity 
To respond to all that fate flings against us, 
And yet proclaim to all that life is good. 
Our faith is in the meaning of the past 
And the openness of the future 
As they meet in the eternal present. 
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Our faith is in that great mystery of things 
In which we live and move and have our being 
May we be faithful to the best that is in us, 
Knowing how hard that is to do, 
And knowing that there is no other way. 

The argument could be made that UUFE has had a good deal flung at it by fate in the past few 
years: the end of a long ministry, two years of search that did not result in a minister, and an 
approaching deadline for a construction grant that has required a major long-range planning and 
fundraising effort.  In addition, there have been personal challenges, not to mention tragedy.  
And always present are those things that wear at us like a stone in the shoe, the most recent of 
which are a flooded basement and the tripping of a carbon monoxide monitor in the RE House.  
In a perfect world, there is little doubt that you might have taken on each of these challenges in 
its own good time.   

However, typical of the kind of people you are, Òfaithful to the best that is in you,Ó you have 
done, and are doing, what needs to be done, even though it is hard sometimes.  At this time when 
there is uncertainty and some sadness (I know I feel it) as the end of my interim approaches, it is 
wise to take the time to see the good that is happening.   

The Ministerial Search Committee is enthusiastic about the ministers that they will be 
interviewing in February.  In their report to the congregation, the MSC said that the interest goes 
both ways; there are pre-candidates who are as interested in UUFE as the committee is in them.  
This confirms what I have been telling you: yours is a wonderful congregation in a community 
that has a good deal to offer.  I realize that sometimes this is hard to remember, but it is true and 
the right candidate for you is out there.   

You will know in late March or early April if this is the year that the right match has been found. 
However, in the unlikely event that this connection is not made, the board has adopted a ÒPlan 
BÓ.  (See the board report for details.)  TheyÕll soon have an informal meeting to answer your 
questions about this. 

The Board has also been busy ensuring that the congregation takes the next step in the long-
range planning process.  They have appointed a strong building committee to move forward with 
design and construction plans.  In a few months, youÕll be presented with the design and asked to 
approve it along with a fundraising goal. In a tangible way, you will see the past and future meet 
in this Òeternal present.Ó  

As for those other smaller, but still nagging challenges, the stones in the shoe, Jim Victor and his 
crew have the situation well in hand.  It is amazing to watch you adapt to these challenges.  On 
the morning when neither the downstairs (flooded) or the RE building (CO2) could be used, the 
Forum gathered in the meeting room having given up their precious space to the children and 
toddlers; the teens met in the office; and Adult Enrichment met in the Foyer.  This was all done 
in good spirit without waiting for the minister to decide.                

What a great group you are! 

In deep appreciation, 

Laurie  
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WhatÕs Happening at UUFE? 
 

News from Stewardship 

On our web site it says UUFE is "a church 
for people who maintain their own religion."  
At UUFE we have the best of all worlds... we 
are surrounded by creative and spiritual 
individuals who come from all walks of life 
and have all natures of beliefs.  Your 
Stewardship Committee is charged with the 
fiscal responsibility to ensure our little spot of 
serenity is here in the future.  

Last year our pledge drive was a wonderful 
success.  We hosted a fun evening with all the 
"Best of UUFE" which included good music, 
food and a great speaker.  We set the bar high... 
but have NO FEAR... we have wonderful plans 
for this year.  Stay tuned for more from your 
Stewardship Committee in upcoming months. 

 If you have questions about your pledge 
please see one of your Stewardship members:  
Connie Stamper, Linda Gill, Kenley Inglefield, 
David Stokely or Jerry Shaw. 

Jessica Koscher 
Stewardship Chair.  

Ministerial Search Committee 

The Ministerial Search is progressing! We are 
now entering the pre-candidating weekend 
stage and are in need of the congregationÕs 
help. Beginning in February, the Search 
Committee will be in need of Saturdays free 
from activities and people at the church. Unlike 
in the past this does not need to be the whole 
day. The Search Committee is requesting that 
the church be free from 10-2 on the following 
Saturdays in February: 2nd, 9th, and 16th. We 
will be showing off our UUFE home to 
potential ministers and we would like to remind 

everyone that confidentiality is of vital 
importance in this process. With everyoneÕs 
help in this matter we will be able to make a 
great impression on potential candidates. 
Everyone can help by making sure our facilities 
are clean & tidy! Contact Jim Victor to 
volunteer. 
 
Recorded Music Listening 
Group 
The recorded music listening group 
will meet on Sunday, February 17 at 
5:00 PM at the home of Martha Pickrell.  She 
can be reached at 574-273-0864. 
.   

 
Newsletter deadline 

March 15 

 
We prefer that items be submitted by email to 
UUFEÕs office at uufe@juno.com.  Hard copy 
can be placed in the box on the table below the 
mailboxes.  Thanks for your cooperation. 

 

Snow Days 
 At the December meeting the board adopted a 
policy that if  it is snowing or icy and travel is 
not recommended for vehicles other than 
emergency vehicles, services will be 
cancelled.  If there is any doubt in your mind, 
please check TV and radio for the official word 
on cancellations.  We will do our best to get the 
word out quickly via local media and email. 
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News from the Board of Trustees 
At the meeting on January 16, the Board of Trustees took the following actions: 

◊ Heard an upbeat report on the settled minister search.   Search committee member William Becker 
detailed the committee's request that the building be available from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Feb. 2, Feb. 9 and 
Feb. 16 for pre-candidating visits, when prospective ministerial candidates tour our facility.  

◊ Appointed Shari Mellin and Jenny Bartlett as co-chairs of the building committee.   The other members 
are William Becker, Mary Ann Carroll, Rich Hackel, Shirley Ivy (in an advisory capacity), Rod Liechty, Carl 
McMillin, Jim Victor and Cameo Victor. 

◊ Approved a contingency plan should UUFE be unable to find a settled minister for 2008-09.  The plan 
would be to engage another interim minister for a two -year period, to take a one-year break from 
settled minister search and to appoint a new search committee to  initiate a search in 2009. 

◊ Learned that the office computer has been restored to working order and that all necessary software for 
church functions has been installed.  As a result of his work on this project, the board named Jim 
Raudabaugh as the volunteer of the month for Jan uary . 

◊ Discussed the timing of the upcoming pledge drive. 

◊ Appointed Terry Mark and Ron Gill to serve on the nominating committee. 

◊ Accepted a report from the membership committee showing that UUFE has 120 members. 

 

Lifespan Religious Education News 
9:30 Sunday RE for Children and Youth 

January 13, 20 & 27 Ð ÒTaprootsÓ 

Chris French and Dan Watson are the facilitators for this program developed by the Jane Goodall Institute, 
whose mission is to foster respect and compassion for all living things, to promote understanding of all cultures 
and beliefs, and to inspire each individual to take action to make the world a better place for people, animals, 
and the environment. 

10:45 Sunday Activities for Children and Youth 

Every Sunday after the children and youth leave the service, they engage in a special activity.  It can be an art or 
craft, an exploration of the outdoors or even drumming.  Needed are volunteers for this activity time.  You 
may supply your activity or one will be supplied Ð your choice.  Long-time teacher Lee Sones will be there to 
assist.  Please sign up on the clipboard in the foyer. 

9:30 Sunday Adult RE 

January 13, 20 & 27 Ð ÒHealthy Children Ð Healthy PlanetÓ 
“We could never have loved the earth so well if we had had not childhood in it. Ð George Eliot 

This eight-week discussion series addresses the pervasive effects of how advertising, media, and our consumer 
culture can influence a child's view of the world.  Topics include: cultural pressures, family rituals and 
celebrations, advertising, food and health, time and creativity, technology and the media, and exploring nature.  
While this series will be of particular interest to parents and grandparents, because each of us was a child once, 
exploring these topics can help in understanding how our own attitudes about nature have been shaped. You 
need not be present every week to participate.    If  you would like to join in the discussion, please contact Krista 
Bailey for the collection of readings. 
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Around the Meeting House 
 

Looking for some Good Books? 
If so, here are some books 
that come recommended 
by fellow members: 

Elizabeth & Mary: 
Cousins, Rivals, Queens 
by Jane Dunn 

Bastard Prince-Henry VIII’s Lost Son by 
Beverly Murphy 

The Egyptian  by Mika Waltiri 

“What’s so Great about Christianity? The 
origins of the Great Religions and the 
Evolution Belief” by Dinesh DÕSouza 

“Discovering God”  by Rodney Stack 

“Eat, Pray, Love” by Elizabeth Gilbert 

“Oracle Bones”(About China)by Peter Hessler 

“Misquoting Jesus; The Story Behind Who 
Changed the Bible and Why” by Bart D. 
Ehrman and Jonathon Prince 

“The Survival of the Sickest; A Medical 
Maverick Discovers Why We Need Disease” 
by Dr. Sharon Moalen 

 
 

Thank you all for your support 
during the loss of ChuckÕs 
sister. 
The cards and words of 
encouragement were greatly 
appreciated. 

Blessings to you and yours, 
Chuck & Devon Brugh 

 
 

 
Careline 

 
Congratulations  to Joe Reuff who has the 
interesting task of serving on a state -wide 
committee organizing a Multi -Ethnic Cultural 
Diversity Conference to be held in the Spring 
in In dianapolis. The committee is aiming for 
about 450 participants with a highly 
diversified program.   The committee has a 
current representation from Christians, 
Africans and Asians, including a leader from 
the Sikh background.   The goal is to use this 
confer ence as a springboard for activities 
around Indiana.   Joe is also on the Steering 
Committee for the Office of International 
Education in the Indiana Department of 
Education. This committee is planning a 
February 1 summit for key leaders around 
the state, a t which former Congressman, 
John Brademas will be the keynote speaker.   
The hope is to begin an emphasis on 
international education priorities in schools 
around the state.  

Shirley Ivy  reports that she has regained 
most of her mobility; she uses her cane 
occasionally, and has resumed driving her 
car. Pain is at a minimum.  

As winter, in all of its splendor,  continues 
doing what winter does, creating slippery 
roads, frigid temperatures, create havoc with 
visibility during its snowy squalls, it seems 
like it is  daring us to travel to Garden Street 
on Sunday morning.   So, if you notice more 
empty chairs than normal, and notice that 
someone isn't there,  might consider making 
a phone call, just to say "hi."   Peace to all, 
Peg 
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UUFE Roots  
The Blizzard of Ô78  

       Recent heavy snows and rains are a reminder that thirty years ago, on January 26-27, 1978, freak 
snowstorms dumped a great deal of snow on the Midwest, including about three feet in our area. Many of those 
who lived around here in 1978 have stories of the various inconveniences caused by the blizzard.  
       At UUFE, it was necessary to take the very rare step of canceling a service. Helen Dick, wife of our 
minister, Bob Dick, wrote in the February issue of the Fellowship Focus, ÒSince we spent Sunday, Jan. 22d in 
celebration of the significance of snow [the service had been titled ÒTo a SnowflakeÓ], Bob thinks the message 
got through to whatever forces are responsible, and thus we were deluged with nearly three feet of those 
'sparkling snowflakes'! No services were possible on the 29th Ð Jim Pyles [guest speaker planned for that 
service] was 'trapped' in Florida, with no way to get back into Elkhart... Fortunately, Judy Brothers had prepared 
some suet bags; and Mary Foster with their class, hung these on trees around the Fellowship House on Jan. 
15th Ð so that was foresight, and helped the birds during the blizzard!Ó  
       Also, in Bob Dick's always fully detailed monthly report to the Board, dated February 1, he wrote, 
ÒConsiderable time this month spent building snow walls along driveways and walks. And the snow shovel gets 
no lighter!Ó Bob and Helen, who were in their early sixties, lived just around the corner on Modrell Blvd., in our 
former UUFE parsonage. No doubt several of our hardy volunteers gave him some help, once the roads were 
passable.    
 

The Larger UU World  

UU-UN Seminar 

The Unitarian Universalist United Nations Office is proud to invite you to attend our Annual Intergenerational 
Spring Seminar, entitled Picking Up the Pieces:  Building a Culture of Peace.  This thought-provoking three-
day seminar, taking place at United Nations Headquarters and its neighborhood in New York City from April 3-
5, will address international efforts to achieve sustainable peace and discuss the importance of peace in the 
Unitarian Universalist faith.   At the 2008 Intergenerational Spring Seminar you will: 

• Meet inspiring individuals from the UN, NGO, and UU community who are doing important work to 
make the world's most vulnerable populations more secure.    

• Examine case studies of peacebuilding efforts in places such as Burundi, Kosovo, Sudan, and Sierra 
Leone.    

• Explore with each other the role that peace plays in your own faith.    

• Develop an action plan for continuing the work of building a culture of peace.   

• Share an enjoyable and energetic experience with UU friends in one of the world's most exciting cities. 

Application and registration materials - they are available for download on our website at www.uu-uno.org. 
There are separate forms for youth, adults, and youth advisors, so please be careful to fill out the correct forms. 
Youth and youth advisors must complete and submit their registration & application package as early as 
possible. Please note the deadline for application is February 15, 2008. Register now while there are still 
spaces! 

This is an opportunity for UUs to take individual and collective action to build societies at home and abroad that 
can not only achieve peace, but also sustain it. 

Sincerely, Kasey Neiss & Jennifer Channin    Spring Seminar Co-Chairs 



February 2008 UUFE Fellowship Focus Page 8 
 
  

The Larger Community 
 

Dalai Lama 

 
On Saturday and Sunday,  April 19 and 

20, 2008, His Holiness the 14th Dalai .Lama 
will visit Ann Arbor  where over the course 
of three sessions in two days he will teach  
on  ÒEngaging Wisdom and  CompassionÓ at 
the Crisler Arena of the University of  
Michigan.  The two-day educational 
program will be held in conjunction with a 
public talk, the Peter M. Wege Lecture on 
Sustainability, on environmental issues 
presented on April 20th by the University of 
Michigan at the Crisler Arena in celebration 
of Earth Day.    The public Lecture 
on Sustainability is free and open to the 
public.  The general public can obtain tickets 
at the Michigan Union Ticket Office starting 
March 5. There is a limit of two tickets 
per person. There is a charge for attending 
the three sessions on Engaging Wisdom and 
Compassion.  Those tickets are currently 
available through TicketMaster.  (Direct 
link: 
http://www.ticketmaster.com/venue/65577) 
Two Day Tickets range from $25.00 to 
$95.00, One Day Saturday Tickets from 
$10.00 to $75.00, and Sunday Morning 
Tickets from $10.00 to $45.00.   
 

 

 
The Center for Hospice and 

Palliative Care, Inc. 
 

The Center will host a Living With 
Loss Group, meeting for six weeks, 
beginning on Tuesday, January 29 from 2:00 
to 4:00 p.m. at Trinity United Methodist 
Church, 2715 E Jackson Blvd, Elkhart. This 
small group will provide grief education and 
caring support to adults dealing with the  

 
death of a loved one. There is no charge 

to attend, and the group is open to the 
public. For more information or registration, 
call Greg Suderman at (574) 264-3321 or 
(866) 264-3321. 

 

 
 
 

TaizŽ Worship Service, 
Goshen College Campus Ministries invites 
you to join in these Sunday evening 
services, 9 p.m. in Newcomer Center 19.. 
All are welcome for a time of reflection, 
Scripture, singing, and prayer. 
 

 
Chinese New Year Ð February 5
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The Unitarian Universalist 
Fellowship of Elkhart is a 

welcoming community 
encouraging religious 
freedom, nurturing 

individual,  spiritual and 
ethical growth, celebrating 
diversity, and promoting a 
just and sustainable world. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sunday Mornings at UUFE 
9:30 Ð 10:15 All in the RE House 

Tender loving childcare for Infants and Toddlers  
Classes for Children  

Adult Programs   
9:30 Ð 10:15  In the Meeting House 

Adult Forum  
10: 30 Ð 11:40 In the Meeting House 

We gather as a community of all ages for the Sunday service. Following the covenant, the adults 
in the congregation sing the children and youth on their way to activities in the basement 

classrooms. Tender loving childcare for Infants and Toddlers is offered in the ToddlerÕs Room 
downstairs. 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  
 


